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In this issue

“We love because  “We love because  
He first loved us.”He first loved us.”

– 1 John 4:19 (NRSV)



Spiritual gift in action
Our own Kelsey McAfee won 2021 Teacher of the Year 

for Union Public Schools. And, when you talk to her for just a 

few moments, you wish she had been your English teacher. 

Her spiritual life has been central to her life and career. As 

a middle school student, attending a Presbyterian private 

school in Saint Louis, she announced to her mother she 

had found her spiritual gift … diagraming sentences! A most 

unusual gift, but in reality, it was helping people understand 

the process and making them successful that led her to 

want to be an eighth-grade English teacher. So, getting 

teacher of the year felt like a full circle of not only helping 

her students be successful, but also using her spiritual gift 

of teaching and connecting with others. 

– By Katie Williams

Scholarship excellence
Congratulations to Caleb Mangesho for being awarded 

a full scholarship to attend Yale University in the fall of 2022. 

Out of 16,000 applicants, Caleb was one of 81 to be selected 

as a Yale University Quest Bridge scholar. He graduated 

from Jenks High School this past May and will be studying 

English at Yale. Caleb is the son of Petra and Elisa Mangesho, 

and brother to Joy and Glory Mangesho. Being involved with 

First Church and Tulsa International Fellowship has helped 

him in his academic endeavors. He said, “First Church gave 

me the courage to accomplish the things I set out to do, and 

also taught me values to help me succeed.” Caleb’s poetry 

was featured in the Fall 2021 issue of Tidings, and he has also 

written two books, “Pandemic Shuffle” and “Dreams of  

a Promise.”  

– By Paul Marsh
Caleb Mangesho will be attending Yale University 
this year.

Kelsey McAfee receives the Union Public Schools 2021  
Teacher of the Year award from Superintendent Kirt Hartzler.

First Church Tulsa 
Member highlights

On the cover:  
The History Window in  
Stephenson Hall at First Presbyterian 
Church of Tulsa. Read article on page 10. 
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George MacDonald, Scottish preacher and author of many    

 books, including brilliant children’s stories, describes the 

mysterious ways God enters our lives through “His own 

secret staircase.” I wonder what secret stairways He’s employed in 

your life?

Over the course of the last year or so, members of the First 

Church staff have shared a bit of their stories in our weekly 8:45 

a.m. Tuesday morning chapel service. 

The assignment’s been simple … “Tell us of a few experiences 

when the Lord has shown up for you.”  And we’ve heard a lot about 

God’s secret stairway into our lives. 

I’ve worked with many of these staff members for years, but too 

often the stories they told were those I’d never heard before. To my 

mind, there’s nothing that’s shaped the culture of our staff more 

than these glimpses into our colleagues’ lives … simple stories, short 

personal vignettes, describing God’s ongoing redemptive work. 

Hearing such stories provides high-octane encouragement.  

This morning in Chapel, for example, George Wallace, one of our 

“Mighty Men of Maintenance,” shared something of his journey. 

“I was living on the streets in Indianapolis,” he said, “… walking  

in blindness with a ‘veil’ over my eyes, caught in a battle between 

God’s purposes and Satan’s.”  

And then, George described  

how the risen Christ stepped into  

his dangerous world and literally 

saved him.  

“It was at night,” he said. “I was at 

the end of my rope, and Jesus said to 

me, ‘George, do you want to live your 

life like this?’ And he pointed to the 

darkness all around me, ‘or like this?’ 

And suddenly, everything changed. 

The streets became brightly lit, like daytime! ‘It’s your decision, 

George. What’s it going to be?’ So, I decided right then and there to 

follow Him,” he said, “and I remember saying, ‘But, Lord, don’t walk 

too fast!’”

George’s stories made us both laugh and think. They also made 

us thankful and glad. 

My brother, Jonathan, spoke at 9:30 a.m. recently to a crowded 

Stephenson Hall on the theme, “Walking with Jesus and Cancer.”  

The first photo he put up on the screen was a picture of two people 

walking down a long path with this caption, “We’re all just walking each 

other home.” 

Indeed. And there’s so much good that can happen as we walk 

along with each other. We can tell our stories! 

As Frederick Buechner puts it in his book, “Telling Secrets,” 

“My story is important not because it is mine … but because  

if I tell it anything like right, the chances are you will recognize 

that in many ways it is also your story. It is precisely through 

these stories that God makes himself known to each of us 

more powerfully and personally.” 

So, take some time this summer and write up your story. Start 

with a summary, say 600 words. Try to articulate what you believe, 

how you came to believe it (that is, where God showed up), and what 

difference it’s made to you and others. 

It will be an instant heirloom in your family. And it will be high-

octane encouragement to those of us who are blessed to hear it.

Remember Luke 24 - two of Jesus’ disciples are on their way 

home to Emmaus after the crucifixion. Jesus joins them on the walk, 

but somehow, “They were kept from recognizing Him.”  

Rather than interrupting their grief by simply showing himself 

alive, Jesus thinks it more important for them to talk, for them to 

articulate their stories. So, He asks what’s troubling them. 

As they lament the events of the weekend, Jesus begins to 

expand their view of the stories they tell. He talks about Moses and 

the Prophets and how their stories are actually telling about Him.  

By listening to stories of God’s mighty acts in the lives of those  

we know and love, we become confident that God is at work in  

our life, too.

God’s secret stair into your lifeGod’s secret stair into your life
By Dr. Jim Miller

George Wallace

An invitation: 
How about joining the First Church staff for worship some Tuesday 

morning? We’d love to have you. Every Tuesday from 8:45 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.,  
we gather in the Kerr Chapel. We sing hymns, read Scripture and tell our 
stories. I think you’ll hear your own story in the stories that are told. 
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Baird explains, “The structure of a reformed church service, which 

moves from praise to repentance, to forgiveness, and to the sending out 

provides a way to connect the music to the other elements of a worship 

service.”  When putting together the pieces of a service’s soundscape, 

music ministry leaders also consider the liturgical season or the holiday 

and the ensembles they are working with.

The collaborative nature of the 

music ministry team means that 

their work brings together a wide 

variety of musical styles, instruments 

and conventions. Bashforth affirms, 

“The music should reflect your 

congregation.” Therefore, worship 

music styles vary as widely as do 

the musical tastes and traditions of 

Christ’s followers. While ensuring 

that their performances adhere to 

the highest standards of musical 

ethics, our music ministry team works with the various musical currents 

moving within our congregation. Before the late 1990s, the only worship 

music heard at First Church was formal, structured hymns and anthems. 

In 1998, church leadership formed a task force in response to the 

spirit moving in the congregation and made the decision to launch a 

contemporary worship service on Superbowl Sunday in January 1999. 

Pearson, who led the contemporary worship service at its outset, finds 

incorporating different styles to be an enriching element of both his own 

musical practice and of worship. 

The music ministry team points out that every generation reserves the 

right to praise God in its own way and that worship music is both timeless 

and everchanging. On any given Sunday, you may hear a 900-year-old 

Gregorian chant, a hymn written in the last 20 years that is now considered 

canonic, and lyrics from languages ranging in origin from Europe to the 

Near East and Africa. Regarding the uplifting of these various styles in 

worship, Pearson says, “Good music is good in all styles.” And Bashforth 

adds that for worship, “It needs to be rich in theology.” Rounding out the 

discussion, Baird says, “‘well done’ doesn't have to mean an achievement 

of virtuosity, but rather of best efforts of a heart poured out to Jesus.” 

Going further, Baird prompts us: “Worship is a position of the heart 

before God, not an alignment of stylistic preferences or musical tastes. 

If you are struggling to worship in a given context or style, it's worth 

examining your heart as to why.” Quoting contemporary hymn-writers 

Keith and Kristyn Getty’s recent book, “Sing!,” the music ministry team 

concludes that we are created, commanded, and compelled to sing 

regardless of whether we are professionally trained or even on-pitch. 

Baird concludes, “As long as Christ is being exalted, and the Holy Spirit  

is moving, that is where the core of worship is coming from. And as to  

the musical trappings of that, just enjoy it.”   

Ron Pearson assumed the position of organist at First Church in 1974 and 

became music director in 1996. One of the musical highlights he finds each 

year is the combination of nostalgia, musical beauty, and spiritual depth that 

comes at the end of the Christmas Eve service when the Sanctuary lights are 

dimmed, and everyone lights a candle during the singing of “Silent Night.” 

Gretchen Bashforth joined the staff at First Presbyterian in 2011 as 

director of the Gloria women’s choir and the youth choir, and she became 

associate director of music in 2018. She was deeply moved when the choir 

was able to gather again after the hiatus caused by the COVID-19 pandemic 

and to rehearse the “Hallelujah Chorus” for the 2021 Easter service.

Eric Baird has served on and led worship teams in Oklahoma, 

Tennessee, Colorado, Arkansas, and Ireland as a church planter, 

missionary and worship leader before becoming worship leader at  

First Presbyterian in 2014. His favorite kind of musical moment is when 

he can stop playing, back away from the microphone, and witness the 

congregation carrying a song together as a choir before the Lord. 

In a recent Tidings magazine article, Julia Metcalf describes the role of 

spiritual disciplines in worship as “Through individual action – prayer,  

 reading scripture, breath work – we enter a quiet place where we hear 

the voice of God more clearly and are transformed.” When asked more 

about the role of breath work, Julia adds, “Breath prayer is really simple. 

You just choose a prayer or a phrase and breathe it in and breathe it out. For 

example, (breathe in) Holy Spirit, I am here; (breathe out) Holy Spirit you are 

here.” While breath can animate any phrase a person says, the practice of 

combining a phrase with breathing invites us to consider singing and music 

with their pulsing rhythms and belly breaths as spiritual disciplines. 

To describe the unique role that music as a spiritual discipline plays 

in worship, Gretchen Bashforth, associate director of Music Ministries 

at First Church offers, “Music is how a text becomes imprinted on our 

hearts, with its repetition, as a discipline.” First Church’s director of 

Music Ministries, Ron Pearson, adds, “There is discipline, practice, 

rigorous study, weekly lessons … you have to apply a regimen to that.” 

They point out that the work of performing music at worship services 

is, for the most part, done by volunteers. Bashforth elucidates, “For the 

volunteers who participate in all of our music ministries, there’s repetition 

involved in simply learning the music, and in that repetition, you’re also 

imprinting the text and the music to your hearts.” Eric Baird, director of 

the Contemporary Worship team, finds music to be a ubiquitous element of 

his personal connection with God. As Baird reflects, “When I think about the 

times I spend with God privately, music is almost always a part of it whether 

that’s a song in my head or whether that’s a time I’m intentionally trying to 

write something, so that takes me to scripture and that takes me to prayer.”

Music, Pearson maintains, deepens our emotional connection with 

worship and communicates the gospel on a transcendent level. “Music is 

transcendent. It is oblivious to time zone or language or nationality or race.  

It has its own way of speaking to people … it is the most direct road to 

human emotion, to the heart.” The salience of music is not exclusive to 

worship alone, and music frames everything we do in which we need to be 

emotionally present. As Baird points out, “There is no circumstance where 

there is not music involved or there’s not singing involved, whether that’s  

sports, or a wedding, or war, or whatever … we tend to think of it in the 

abstract, but the reality is it’s a function of our humanity.” As a function of 

our humanity, music increases the impact of a text and makes theology 

memorable. It can be difficult to remember a sermon whereas it can 

be difficult to get a song out of your head. This facility of music in our 

memory can be a means for the Holy Spirit to move in us.“When you walk 

out of the church and maybe on Tuesday you find you’re singing the same 

song as you were singing on Sunday,” Baird advises, “Ask yourself, what is 

God trying to tell me?” 

For our music ministry leaders, the collaborative production of a 

Sunday worship service includes working with pastors to bring a specific 

text to life with music. As Bashforth describes, “We’re pretty intentional, 

both the three of us and the pastors, on making sure that the music  

that makes it into a worship service is actually enhancing and elevating 

the scripture that’s being taught in the service.” Sometimes the music 

pieces are selected to match the sermon, and sometimes the music 

selections influence the sermons. Pearson relates, “Many times we  

submit music and then we discover two days later that the first reading 

chosen is based on the music we just submitted two days earlier.” In cases 

where “a text does not lend itself to pairing with a suitable piece of music,” 

music  
ministers 
of First Church Tulsa

The  

By Nick McMillan

“Music is transcendent.  
It is oblivious to time  
zone or language or 
nationality or race.”

– Ron Pearson

“Music is how a text  
becomes imprinted on our 
hearts, with its repetition,  
as a discipline.”

– Gretchen Bashforth

“Worship is a position of 
the heart before God, not 
an alignment of stylistic 
preferences or musical tastes.”

– Eric Baird

About the author:
Nick McMillan has been attending First Church since February 
2019 and has been a member since June 2021. Formally trained 
in literary criticism and business analytics, he is grateful for this 
opportunity to work with and to learn more about First Church's 
excellent team of music ministry leaders.

Gretchen Bashforth

Eric Baird
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Many members of First Church may not be aware of a small 

group of people who serve, quietly and without fanfare, on the 

Bereavement Greeting Team. Some of these team members 

have served in this way for many years and others are newer additions, 

but all of them show up, sometimes more than once a week, to share the 

love of Christ with people who are grieving a loss. Their service may seem 

very small – opening a door, helping someone choose the correct floor 

in the elevator, or handing someone a bulletin – but these acts of service 

communicate God’s loving care and steadfast presence to people who are 

mourning a loss.

Gary Mathews writes, “I try to be present for as many services as 

possible. We provide a welcoming presence to assist people who may not 

be familiar with the church facilities. My family was served by this team 

when my wife passed away a couple years ago and I’m forever grateful for 

their presence as they assisted my family members, some of whom came 

long distances. We serve in any type of weather because the families 

deserve to have a warm greeting and welcome to our church so they can 

focus on grieving and precious memories.” 

Another team member shared, “I’ve been on the receiving end of this 

ministry. Losing a family member is not ever easy, but it is especially 

confusing when the loss is unexpected. We all struggle with the same 

‘how’ and ‘whys’ as we process the absence of a person you’ve known 

your whole life. Years have passed but I still remember each and every 

person who took the time to greet or serve that day. Steve Caldwell was 

the first person I saw as I pulled into the parking lot. He showed me 

where to park. Sounds silly, doesn’t it? We all know how to drive 

and park a car. But that day, I couldn’t have parked a bicycle 

on the sidewalk. Rick Spellman opened the courtyard 

atrium door. Joan Hoar stood at the foot of the atrium 

stairs. Robbie Burke was stationed at the door to 

the family room. She handed me a Kleenex and 

told me to wipe my nose, bless her. Patricia, Gary, 

Nelda, Doug, Larry, Cindy, Linda, James, Cathy. 

I held the door open for Debbi Spellman at 

the All Saint’s Service this year and thought of 

all the times Rick served at that same door.  

What an honor. I also served at Robbie’s funeral. Why? 1 John 4:19 is the 

short answer, but I could give you a longer one if you want.”

Joan Hoar comments, “Not long after the newly constructed areas of 

the church were opened, I noticed a bit of uncertainty as to where to go 

and which floor to select when using the atrium elevator. This led to my 

assignment, jokingly referred to as the CEO (chief elevator operator) of 

the Bereavement Greeting Team. At times I felt like a British policeman 

directing traffic, with arms and hands waving to indicate restrooms, stairs, 

elevator, and hallways, and, most importantly, stopping traffic as the 

family was quietly led to the front entrance of the sanctuary by the pastor. 

The “CEO” title has been one of my favorite volunteer titles. It requires 

no meetings, no notes or minutes kept, no reports – just say ‘yes’ when 

notified of a need.”

Elizabeth DeVore shares, “The bereavement ministry is very  

special and unique. When a friend’s loved one dies it is hard to know what 

to do or what to say. Having the opportunity to greet, usher or host at a 

memorial service is a way to extend the love of Christ during those difficult 

times. I sincerely enjoy serving in this ministry.”

The church could use a few more members on this wonderful team. 

The only requirement is having the flexibility to serve during the day and 

a heart for service. If you are interested, please contact Kathy Wilson at 

918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org. 

Farewell Dr. Vander Lugt
We want to thank and honor Dr. Wes Vander Lugt for serving First Church for the  

past year as our theologian in residence. He and his wife Stephanie, who is also an 

ordained minister, have added richly to our lives in 2021-22. Wes taught Monday School  

and Wednesday Night Downtown classes, led groups in discussions, produced the play 

Kings of Judaea, led a new Maundy Thursday service, and participated in preaching  

and worship leading. He brought us passion for theology through the arts.

 In June, Wes and family are moving back to Charlotte, North Carolina, where he will be 

the acting director of the Leighton Ford Center for Theology, the Arts and Gospel Witness 

at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. As a part of this new role, Wes will be teaching, 

building a certificate in theology and the arts, organizing special events, and networking 

with individuals and institutions. His wife Stephanie will be continuing her masters in 

Social Work at The University of North Carolina, and together they will lead Kinship Plot,  

a nonprofit dedicated to imagining and embodying mutual relationships of every kind.

 We wish Wes and his family the best.

                     – By Louann Buhlinger

Welcoming those who mournWelcoming those who mourn
The First Church bereavement greeters
By Kathy Wilson

Sound of the church
By Eric Baird

In 1964, a new sound came to America when the Beatles landed 

in New York. Around the same time, a new sound came to the 

Sanctuary here at First Church in the form of amplified sound. The 

Moyers commemorative lanterns were hung in the Sanctuary with 

the speakers for the new sound system. Though fill speakers in and 

under the balcony were eventually added, as well as the broadcast 

portion of the system, various pieces have come and gone, but the 

infrastructure and backbone of that sound system have remained 

the same since that era. Until now.  

Though it has been discussed for years, this past year the 

Worship and Music Committee took up the banner of bringing the 

Sanctuary sound system into the digital era. Thanks to the efforts of many 

including Dr. Jim Miller, Mary Anne Marberry, Ron Pearson, and Audio/

Visual Manager Michael Vickery, a plan was made and funding secured. 

After exploring several options, local audio experts, TES, were chosen to do 

the sourcing and installation.  

Though we had hoped the project would be completed in August 

of 2021, due to all the issues with shipping and the international chip 

shortage, we encountered a variety of delays. But, in early January, the 

new speakers and mix rack (the brain of the sound system) were installed.  

Though this is only a part of the coming changes, already the difference is 

profound. I first had the experience of singing and playing guitar through 

them in a service at the Ash Wednesday service. It was amazing! My voice 

sounded like my voice. I could hear my guitar in the house, and I could use 

the microphone as one should. During the sound check for that service, 

Ron kept walking around and commenting on just how amazingly even and 

clear the sound was no matter what part of the Sanctuary he was standing 

in. Hopefully you’ve noticed the differences as well. The pastors can now be 

heard well no matter where you sit.  

As I write this story, we are awaiting the arrival of the two new soundboards 

(one for broadcast and one for front of house) and the stage boxes. The new 

stage boxes will allow us to move from a total of eight inputs from the chancel 

up to 104. We can mic an orchestra, a choir or whatever. It’s a huge jump in 

capacity. And, indeed “capacity” is probably the right word for the vision for 

this project. Mike Vickery says, “The new system will allow us to deliver a better 

listening experience for those here in person and those viewing remotely. 

Another major factor will be the ability to adjust to the ever-evolving needs  

of the worship ministry.” 

The goal for this project was not simply to replace something old or even 

to enable the things we are doing now, though those were certainly important 

aspects of this project, but to have in place a sound system that will be an enabling 

factor for creative ministry with the many ideas that come from our leadership 

team. The sound of First Church has been improved for years to come.  

Pictured above are the First Church memorial greeters including Debbie Favell,  
Kathy Wilson, Larry Ewing, Gary Mathews and Linda Campbell.

About the author:
Kathy Wilson has been a member of First Church since 
joining as a confirmand in 1972 and has been on staff  
since 2018. One of her responsibilities is coordinating 
memorial services.

About the author:
Eric Baird has been the contemporary worship leader here  
at First Church since September of 2014. He came to First 
Church after having served as a missionary in Galway, Ireland,  
for three years. He graduated in 2003 with a bachelor’s in  
Cross Cultural Services from John Brown University where he 
also minored in music.   

“Serving at memorial services is a way 
to share peace. Few words are spoken; 
however, a kind greeting is strengthening.”

– Linda Campbell

Michael Vickery

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org


SUMMER 2022 / PAGE 8

A Long Obedience in the  
Same Direction 
Eugene Peterson (1980)
This is a book I continually come back to as Peterson 

explores the slow journey of faith in an instant society.

The Return of the Prodigal Son:  
A Story of Homecoming 
Henri Nouwen (1992)
A reminder of God’s astounding love and the call to 

imitate our heavenly Father.

Delighting in the Trinity 
Michael Reeves (2012)
The doctrine of the Trinity may seem like irrelevant 

theological gymnastics invented to create jobs for 

theologians. Reeves argues that it is essential to 

our understanding of the nature and the work of 

God. This is a new one for me, but I found it to be a 

transformative book on a complex topic that is easily 

accessible and well worth a read.

You Are What You Love: The 
Spiritual Power of Habit,  
James K. A. Smith (2016)
Explores the idea that the Christian life is not simply 

a matter of the head, but of the heart, and the 

implications for the discipleship.
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“Pastor’s Top 10 to read” is a quarterly feature  
in each issue of Tidings. 

On the Incarnation 
St. Athanasius (330)
Paints a compelling picture of why  

Christ become human and the beauty  

of this truth for believers.

The Abolition of Man 
C.S. Lewis (1944)
I highly recommend any and all things 

by Lewis, but this exploration of truth  

is definitely worth your time.

The Lord of the Rings 
J.R.R. Tolkien (1954) 
Where do I begin? In taking us out of our world, 

Tolkien reminds us that the world is beautiful and 

that goodness abounds, even in the face of great 

evil and suffering. Through narrative, he paints a 

portrait of courageous living and making the next 

hard choice of self-sacrifice. He reminds us of the 

need for companions along the way while inviting 

us to see our lives as part of a grander story that 

is unfolding. Confessions 
St. Augustine (400)
Augustine was my gateway to reformed 

theology, so I owe him a lot. 

 Pastor’s to readTop10

The Cost of Discipleship 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1959)
If you want to be challenged in your walk  

of faith, look no further. Bonhoeffer digs  

into the lie of cheap grace, and the cost  

of following Jesus.

Knowing God 
J.I. Packer (1973)
A great place to start your theological journey,  

and a deep well to which you will frequently  

want to return.

Crime and Punishment 
Fyodor Dostoevsky (1914)
Sometimes the best way to talk about sin, 

grace, forgiveness, repentance, restoration, 

and a host of other theological realities is 

through story. 

First Church is  
more social than ever
By Michael Grogan

The church is all about connection – it is fostering our relationship with God, 

strengthening our ties in fellowship to one another, and finding ways to reach out in  

love to our community. Here in 2022, there are more ways than ever to do so digitally.

Whether you want to watch a live service, share an upcoming event, or see a  

recap of the most recent celebration, we’ve got you covered. First Church can 

be found on several digital platforms starting with our newly revamped website, 

FirstChurchTulsa.org. Our interactive calendar makes it a cinch to find the latest  

youth gathering or discipleship class. 

The First Church 

Facebook page, website 

and YouTube channels are 

the places to participate 

remotely in a church service. 

Catch our latest Tidings 

magazine articles on our 

social media and website.  

Did you know the Young Adults  

regularly gather for lunch after a  

Sunday service? Here’s the  

@FPCYoungAdults crew hanging  

at Mother Road Market. As seen  

on @UKirkTulsa – the latest PLS  

lunch shenanigans. Capture your  

own First Church memory and  

share it with our community!

By Rev. Dan Hutchinson

All smiles on the All-Church Retreat seen  
here on Facebook. 

About the author:
A member of First Church since his high school days, Michael Grogan is 
an active part of the young adult community. He has served as an elder 
among many other layperson roles over the past decade with a passion 
for local and international outreach. Outside of the church, Michael is a 
TV meteorologist for FOX23 News in Tulsa.

@FirstChurchTulsa 
@FirstChurchKidsTulsa

@1stChurchTulsa

@FirstChurchTulsa 
@FPCYoungAdults  
@UKirkTulsa

First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa

www.firstchurchtulsa.org
http://facebook.com/firstchurchtulsa
http://firstchurchtulsa.org/youtube
http://firstchurchtulsa.org/tidings
https://www.instagram.com/fpcyoungadults/
https://www.instagram.com/ukirktulsa/
http://Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchKidsTulsa/
https://twitter.com/1stchurchtulsa
http://instagram.com/firstchurchtulsa
https://www.instagram.com/fpcyoungadults/
https://www.instagram.com/ukirktulsa/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/firstchurchtulsa
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The History Window, located in Stephenson Hall, is a “Table of Contents” for the 

history of First Presbyterian Church Tulsa.

Images of early Tulsans whose commitment to the community are shown. Images 

of the physical edifices trace the growth of First Presbyterian Church. Images of 

important symbols tell the story of church history in Indian Territory.

But, what about the story of the window itself? How did this beautiful window 

come about?

In 2008, Dr. Jim Miller announced a “God sized” vision for First Church. We were 

encouraged to take a close look at the project, one that required building renovation 

and new space designed to facilitate and accommodate needs for the future.

Committees were put in place, including a Stained Glass Window Committee. 

Peggy and Charlie Stephenson, Joan Williams Hoar, and staff member Elaine 
Horkey were named to serve on the committee chaired by Holbrook Lawson.  

The committee was charged with determining designs that reflected and amplified 

the mission of the church. It worked closely with the Building Committee, chaired 

by Bob (Bobby) Pielsticker, and the Capital Campaign Steering Committee, 

chaired by Bob and Marcy Lawless. 

Studio representatives and artists received renderings of contemporary 

worship space. And, as Holbrook explained, “contemporary” required definition 

and the relationship to worship space. The Willet Houser Company was selected 

based on submitted artistic style most appropriate for the Sanctuary windows  

and Stephenson Hall. Internationally recognized stained glass English artist 

Kenneth Crocker was designated artist for Stephenson Hall.  

The church history is shown from the image of the Cross-Crosslet and J.M. Hall 

store at the lowest level. It travels upward to illustrate the growth of the church. The 

point of view of the upper image is from approximately 8th Street and Cincinnati 

Avenue, looking northwest. The pinnacle symbol, the Celtic cross, reminds us of our 

Scottish heritage and is based on the beautiful cross which hangs in the Sanctuary. 

 J.M. Hall and early pastors, Dr. Robert Loughridge and Dr. Charles W.  Kerr  
are also depicted. The printing press image represents the first book published 

in Indian Territory by Rev. Samuel Worcester at Park Hill. The Great Seal of the 

Muscogee (Creek) Nation, I.T., is shown to the right of the 1900 white frame building.  

Every beautiful window in the Sanctuary or in Stephenson Hall has its own 

history. First Church docents are eager to share the stories with you.    

By Joan Williams Hoar, Historian, History and Archives Committee  

History Window
History of the

Cross – Crosslet Fitchy  
Heraldic, unshakeable faith.

J.M. Hall & Company General  
Mercantile site of First Church  
service 1883. J.M. Hall and  
Dr. R. M. Loughridge. 

First Mission School Tulsa  
1884. Church services held  
in the building. Park Hill  
Printing Press.

First Presbyterian Church  
of Tulsa 1900. Rev. C. W. Kerr, 
Great Seal of the Muskogee 
(Creek) Nation, I.T.  

The History Window timeline

First Presbyterian Church  
of Tulsa 1911. Sheltered  
victims during the tragic  
events in May/June, 1921. 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Tulsa, 1925 and Kerr  
Educational Building 1955.

Celtic cross. A reminder of 
our Scottish history. 

“We are his house, built on the foundation of the 

apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is 

Christ Jesus himself.”  
– Ephesians 2:20 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Tulsa and new worship  
center 2010. Dedicated 2012.

About the author:
Joan Williams Hoar is the First Church historian and an elder, 
the chair of the Docents and History & Archives Committee, 
and a member since 1978. Joan has traveled the globe and 
her education includes Asian Studies at Sophia University in 
Tokyo and a master’s degree in liberal arts with an emphasis on 
Japanese print and literature from OU. 

“Every beautiful window in the 
Sanctuary or in Stephenson Hall 
has its own history.”

– Joan Hoar
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W hatever season you might find yourself in, we all share the 

reality of a world that is fast-paced, busy and distracting.  

At any given moment we are pulled by a multitude of things 

calling for our attention – a text message that wants a reply, children  

that need care, a meeting that needs to be attended. Simply put, we live  

hurried lives.  

When we look at the life of Jesus, he was not hurried. His life was indeed 

full as he went from place to place, and taught and healed, and broke 

bread. But in all of this, he consistently carved out time to step away and 

find solitude with the Father. To pray and to be still in the divine presence. 

Luke 5:16 tells us that “Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.”  

Later in 6:12, we find one of many examples of this intentional practice 

when “Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night 

praying to God.” The simple practice of getting alone with God, slowing 

the pace of life, and finding quiet from the noisiness … this the Spiritual 

Discipline of solitude.*

Solitude helps us to reconnect with God and ourselves in ways that are 

impossible amidst the busyness of our lives. The more we find connection 

with God in the quiet place, the more we can carry it out into the comings-

and-goings of our days. 

Silence is an integral part of solitude as it helps us to focus in on God’s 

voice alone. John Mark Comer in his book “The Ruthless Elimination of 

Hurry,” which I highly recommend, identifies two dimensions of silence – 

external and internal. He says, “External is when we get away from all the 

people and noise and stimuli and let our body come to quiet. Internal – 

which is harder to do – is when we calm and center our mind on God, we 

come to a kind of mental and emotional rest in God.” 

I have found in my own practice that when I come to this place of 

solitude and silence, I begin to realize how distracted I have been from  

my desperate desire to be in sacred rest in God. How thirsty I have been 

for the living water. Daily time in solitude and silence reminds me how 

to abide in the vine. It reminds me that truly God’s yoke is easy and his 

burden is light, and as I go out from that place, I am formed to live in the 

posture of walking “freely and lightly” in the goodness of God (Matt. 11:30, 

“The Message”).

Stepping into solitude and silence can prove to be challenging 

because we have been conditioned to constant activity and noise, but 

I encourage you still to step into the challenge. I encourage you to step 

into it with grace for yourself. Do not be discouraged if you become 

distracted. Spiritual disciplines are just like any other discipline in that 

they take time and practice to cultivate.

 

As you step into this practice, I encourage you to remember that 

wherever you start is just right. There is no “succeeding in” or “failing at”  

this practice. Resist the urge to say, “I’m bad at this,” or “This isn’t for me.”  

Be patient with the practice and with yourself. The heart behind it is  

simply showing up to the presence of God. Finally, if sitting still is 

unattainable for you for whatever reason, consider incorporating  

some movement with your hands, feet, or body like knitting, walking  

or stretching. 

In the next issue of Tidings, we will explore a few other spiritual 

disciplines that can be utilized within solitude like breath prayer, centering 

prayer and Lectio Divina. 

*It is important to distinguish solitude from isolation. While solitude is 

a chosen and created space where one is alone with God, isolation is 

circumstantial and often unwanted disconnection from others and the 

larger community. We were indeed created for relationships and community. 

It is important to be amidst the body of Christ, but we also need solitude 

to enrich our relationship with God and to set us in right relationship with 

community when we return from the mountainside.

Here are some steps to begin or to  
expand the practice of solitude and  
silence into your life:

1. Pick a time of day. 
Let it be one where there is already some stillness  

around you, whether that’s morning, a lunch break,  

nap time, or before bed.

2. Pick a place. 
Somewhere that is daily accessible like the comfy  

chair by your window or the back porch. Let it be  

as quiet and distraction free as possible. 

3. Set a modest and grace-filled goal. 
If you’re a beginner, start with three to five minutes.  

If you already practice, can you start to incorporate it  

into your everyday rhythm? And if this is an embedded  

practice in your life, what would it look like to increase  

your time, ideally 30-60 minutes?

Into the 

Wilderness
By Julia Metcalf

Spiritual disciplines for adults

“Solitude helps us to reconnect with God and 
ourselves in ways that are impossible amidst the 
busyness of our lives.”

– Julia Metcalf 

About the author:
Julia Metcalf is the director of University Ministries at First 
Presbyterian Church of Tulsa. Julia found her passion for 
working with young adults while she was an intern at the 
American Church in Paris. Julia earned a Master of Divinity 
from Princeton in 2020 and she is a candidate for ordination 
in the PC(USA).
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At what age should I start introducing my children to spiritual disciplines? 

Whatever age they are now!

The earlier you start, the more integrated spiritual disciplines will be in 

your family rhythms, yet even if your children are in high school, there is 

something powerful about showing your children you are still growing and 

learning in Jesus and want them to join you.

Summer often offers us a change in rhythm. Even if it is still full of activity, 

there tend to be open pockets of time and an interest in trying new things. 

Why not try one or more of these unconventional and fun ideas:

Prayer walk/ride/hike 
Take a walk around your neighborhood and pray for each house as  

you go. You can also do this around town while you drive, praying for 

people, schools, hospitals, business etc. as you pass them. Or, go 

explore nature and intentionally thank God for the different plants, 

animals, and natural wonders He created.

Family fast
Pick one thing as a family to fast for the week (desserts, a show or 

favorite food, etc.) Also pick one thing you will pray for each time you  

want it. At the end of the week, talk about the experience and then  

enjoy the fasted item together. 

Serve each other
Draw names at breakfast and look for one intentional way to service 

this family member by dinner. Help with a chore you are not usually 

responsible for, help a sibling or choose to play what they want to even 

if it is not your favorite.

When practicing spiritual disciplines with the whole family, there will 

often be resistance or distractions, but the important thing is to jump 

in, have grace with each other and keep pursuing Jesus! He would 

much rather we seek him regularly in the midst of our messy lives than 

trying to live up to an idealistic expectation.

Keep any eye on the First Church Kids and Youth social media 

accounts for more fun ways to abide in Jesus as a family!

Children‘s 2022
Summer Activities

Bible reading 
Pick a book of the Bible and read a bit of it each day at a set time-  

at breakfast, in the camp drop offline, over popsicles in the afternoon  

or while looking at the stars each night. Whatever works well  

for your family. If you miss 

a day, just pick up the  

next day. 

Write down questions 

that came up while you 

are reading. Discuss them 

as a family and/or call a 

pastor and set a time to 

come to the church or 

invite them over to your 

house to discuss your 

questions and share what 

your family learned from 

your Bible reading.

“There is something powerful about showing your 
children you are still growing and learning in Jesus 
and want them to join you.”

– Laurel Baird 

About the author:
Laurel Baird is wife, mother and elder at First Church  
who is passionate about discipleship and learning  
alongside her two to five year old friends.

By Laurel Baird

  Pursuing Jesus Pursuing Jesus 
 Spiritual disciplines for kids

VBS kick-off
Sunday, June 5, 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Camp Loughridge

VBS 2022 
Monday - Friday, June 6 - 10, 9 a.m. - noon
Camp Loughridge

Summer swim
Every Sunday May 29 - Sept 4, 1:45 - 5:00 p.m.
Camp Loughridge

Sing-n-swim-n-snow cones
Friday, June 17, 6:00 - 10:00 p.m.
Camp Loughridge

Flick-n-float
Friday, July 29, 6:00 - 10:00 p.m.
Camp Loughridge 
No RSVP required.

Promotion Sunday
August 7, 9:30 a.m., Sunday school hour
Children promote to the next Sunday school class.
No RSVP required.

Kindergarten blessing
August 14, 9:30 a.m., Sunday school hour
RSVP required.

4th grade Bible presentation
August 21, 9:30 a.m., Sunday school hour
RSVP required.

For information, contact Sarah Savage at  
ssavage@firstChurchTulsa.org.
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Joy Baird
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By Katie Williams, First Church Foundation Director

Eric Baker feels honored to create a work that will honor the 

members of the Legacy Society of First Presbyterian. And, the  

trustees feel honored he is sharing his spiritual gifts to create a gift  

for generations to come.

As he tells his story, he was introduced to the kiln-forming of glass 

(using great heat to fuse, bend and manipulate the material) as a 

means of artistic expression in the early 2000s, when he was going 

through a major upheaval in his life’s trajectory. He explains he was 

drawn to glass’ versatility, its ability to be strong enough to be used as 

a barrier between the outside and the inside, literally and figuratively, 

between the storms and rains of life on one side of the window, and  

the dry and the safe space on the interior. 

Eric went on to attend several classes at the renowned Studio  

of the Corning Museum of Glass in 2003 and 2004, surrounded by 

amazing art and teachers and students from many different countries 

and cultures, he was inspired to begin combining glass with steel  

to express his own love and fascination with botanical shape and  

form. Thus began his life’s work … the endeavor to create a body of 

colorful sculptures that would impart joy and encouragement to all  

who might see them. 

Bearing fruitBearing fruit
Spiritual gifts

When he was approached by Holbrook Lawson, chair of the First 

Church Tulsa Foundation Trustees, he received the opportunity to create 

a vine made of glass and steel which seemed to be a natural extension  

of that hope. His own Christian faith and upbringing aligns closely with 

First Presbyterian’s mission in the community. Eric uses the passage 

selected by the trustees in the book of John Chapter 15 as inspiration. 

“Jesus’ encouragement to remain fruitful in a lifelong pursuit of  

keeping God’s commands, along with the challenge to love other  

people as He loved us, is truly a worthy struggle,” said Eric.

Artist Eric Baker next to one of his sculptures made of steel and glass.

Artist Eric Baker's sculptures are inspired by botanical shape and form.

Helping  Helping  
Tulsans in needTulsans in need
By Phil Marshall

Helping Hand Ministry (HHM) ended the year 2021 disbursing record 

funds in the amount of $546,863 that assisted 2,564 Tulsa County  

residents with our “Basic Needs Assistance Program” and our “COVID-19 

Rent Assistance Program as follows:

• Food that provided 8,010 meals to 890 family members.

• Assisted 793 family members avoid a cut-off of utility services.

• Helped 723 families avoid an eviction from their landlord.

• Assisted 2 individuals with needed prescription medication.

• Helped 156 individuals secure a photo ID that is necessary  
for employment.

With First Presbyterian Church donating all our overhead expenses  

and an all-volunteer staff, HHM can use 100 percent of donated funds 

towards helping Tulsa County residents through a difficult time in their  

lives. One special gift of $440 was given to Helping Hand by a former  

client who said, “A few years ago  

you all helped me on my electric and  

I recently received a bonus at work,  

so I wanted to donate it to you.”  

What a wonderful way to give back. 

On behalf of the HHM’s volunteers,  

we wish to acknowledge with gratitude  

the congregation’s support for helping  

us help others in need. You truly make  

a difference. To donate please go to  

www.helpinghandministry918.com.  

If interested in volunteering, please  

call 918-638-5167.

About the author:
Katie Williams is a child of the church and currently  
serving as the Foundation Director for First Presbyterian. 
She loves to tell your story.

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the 

vinedresser. Every branch in Me … that 

bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may 

bear more fruit.”  

– John 15:1-2 

Looking at installing this remarkable piece in August, Eric hopes 

his sculptural work will be inspiring to the congregants and guests 

of the church. “I am honored to have a creation of mine join the long 

and celebrated history of the First Presbyterian Church. From the 

“I AMs” to the nave windows and to the Good Shepherd window, 

the use of glass to further the tradition of instilling hope and the 

teaching of the Good News is a legacy of love. May my work be an 

addition to that great cause.”

An artistic hand-made vine crafted of glass and steel will be installed at First  
Church’s east Sanctuary entrance. 

Foundation donors' names 
will be engraved on the 
leaves of the sculpture.
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Parish RegisterParish Register
Welcome new members 

The sacrament of baptism
Nathan Eric Weeldreyer, son of Kristen and Eric Weeldreyer,  
was baptized on January 23

Oliver James Field, son of Kara and Andrew Field, was baptized  
on March 13

Elizabeth Jane Trotzuk, daughter of Jane and Dylan Trotzuk,  
was baptized on March 13

William Hayes Welch, son of Reagan and Taft Welch, was baptized  
on April 3

Zani Ekwempu, son of Phyllis and Somto Ekwempu, was baptized  
on April 10

With gratitude for the resurrection
Ardis Manning, a member since 1961, died on January 1

Robert Snow, a member since 2007, died on January 20

Johanna Boshuizen, a member since 1956, died on January 8

Robert Lengacher, a member since 1955, died on January 16

Patricia Ball, a member since 1998, died on January 25

Carole Borton, a member since 2012, died on February 27

Jack Williams, a member since 2013, died on March 9

Ray Kenney, a member since 1976, died on March 20

Barbara Thomas, a member since 2001, died on March 27

Frances “Wandy” Fitzgerald, a member since 1979, died on March 28

Etta May Avery, a member since 1935, died on March 29

Ellen Vester, a member since 1999, died on April 22

Annelle Lanford, a member since 1939, died on April 24

Tidings is a quarterly publication of First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa,  
709 South Boston Avenue, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74119.

Read past issues of Tidings on our website at FirstChurchTulsa.org/
Tidings. If you would like to write an article or take photos for the magazine, 
please contact Louann Buhlinger at lbuhlinger@FirstChurchTulsa.org  
or call 918-301-1032. 

Editorial Team: Louann Buhlinger, Patricia Hall, Katrina Meacham and 
Kathy Wilson.

Contributors: Rev. Jim Miller, Michael Grogan, Rev. Dan Hutchinson,  
Eric Baird, Laurel Baird, Nick McMillan, Joan Hoar, Kathy Wilson,  
Julia Metcalf, Paul Marsh, Louann Buhlinger and Katie Williams.

Thank you to the members of the Communications Committee  
for reviewing and selecting editorial for inclusion. 

Designer: Paul Marsh

Editor: Louann Buhlinger
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In this issue

“We love because  “We love because  
He first loved us.”He first loved us.”

– 1 John 4:19 (NRSV)

Welcome new staff

Katrina Meacham  
Communications  
Coordinator

Curtis Morse  
Sous Chef

Regina Masabarakiza

Alicia Ranne

Dr. Jim Simon

Shiphra Wairire

Ben Peterson

Dr. Richard Ranne

Karli Smith

Julia Thomas

Renee Bright

Cynthia Phillips

Emilie Mulkey Simon

Bill Smith

Will Thomas Please notify us of hospitalizations, births and deaths by  

contacting Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029. There are two numbers  

to call for prayer at any hour including the main church number  

where a pastor on call will be notified, 918-584-4701; or contact  

Paula or Mark Peterson with the Guild of Intercessors at  

918-296-5548 or mandppeterson@msn.com.

First Church Tulsa publications
Find all First Church Tulsa publications including E-News, issues of 

Tidings magazine and Sunday bulletins on our website at: 

FirstChurchTulsa.org/ReadReady for the next steps to membership?

Join us for our next Inquirers’ Class. For more information, contact 
Patricia Hall, director of new member outreach at 918-301-1028 
or email phall@FirstChurchTulsa.org. 

Inquirers’  Inquirers’  
ClassClass

Ready for the next steps  
to membership?

Website FirstChurchTulsa.org

Event Calendar FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events

Read and subscribe to E-News FirstChurchTulsa.org/E-News

Sunday bulletins FirstChurchTulsa.org/Bulletins

First Church merchandise   CafePress.com/FirstChurchTulsa

Hot links
Find the latest information  

and stories on the  

First Church website.

Social media
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn.

@FirstChurchTulsa

@1stChurchTulsa

@FirstChurchTulsa

First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa
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First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa 
FirstChurchTulsa.org

8:00 a.m. Chapel, Traditional Worship

8:30 a.m. Stephenson Hall,  
Contemporary Worship

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary, Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. Stephenson Hall,  
Contemporary Worship

11:00 a.m. Great Hall, Tulsa International 
Fellowship (TIF) Worship

Worship with us.

Read E-News or the website calendar at FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events  
for worship changes or additions.

http://FirstChurchTulsa.org
http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events

