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Fifth Sunday of Epiphany 
Sanctuary, 11:00 a.m. 

The Words of Preparation 
My whispered cry to God is to intervene.  

                                        Dr. Ivan Rusyn, Christianity Today, April 7, 2022 
 

The Prelude           
              Praise to the Lord, the Almighty        arr. K. McChesney   
                          Overtones, Gretchen Bashforth, Director                 
 

The Welcome                                                                 Dr. Miller  
           Dr. Tom Boone, The Outreach Foundation 
 

The Call to Worship 
      Come, brothers and sisters: lift up your hearts, take 
 courage, and sing your faith with confidence and gladness!   

For the Lord, who rules and overrules, is a Strong Warrior 
against sin, death and the devil.  
He is the Mighty Fortress --now, forever and always!  
So come, stand in honor, lift up your hearts, sing with full 
voice,  
and let us worship God!    

      
 The Hymn   260     A Mighty Fortress Is Our God      EIN FESTE BURG 

Acolytes: Judah DeSpain, Sammy Hand and Goodness Usigbe 
 

 The Prayer of Adoration                                      
             

The Psalter Reading     Psalm 69:1-15                        
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The Prayer of Confession                            Rev. Dan Hutchinson 
       Almighty God, the psalmist is in a hopeless place: sinking  
       into the mire, unable to get a foothold, weary with crying,  
      fearful of the rising waters. Overwhelmed with the  

dangers everywhere present, he prays. He calls out to you: 
“Save me, O God.”  And you hear him, offering your all-
sufficient grace –a grace that causes the psalmist to sing 
your praise (69:30).  
 

Lord, in so many ways the world you love is in a hopeless 
place, each of us included.  Forgive our reluctance to bow 
in humility and offer that same prayer: “Save us! O God, 
save us!” Lord Jesus, meet us in our need and bring your 
healing grace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers…. 
(in silence) 

 

Rev. Julia Metcalf, soloist 
 

 Do you feel the world is broken? We do.  
 Do you feel the shadows deepen? We do.  
 But do you know that all the dark won't stop the light from 
 getting through? We do. 
 Do you wish that you could see it all made new? We do. 
 

 Is all creation groaning? It is. 
 Is a new creation coming? It is. 
 Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst?  
 It is. 
 Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? It is. 
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Congregation joins… 
 

 Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
 Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 

 The Lion of Judah, who conquered the grave, He is David's  
    root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave! 
  

Is He worthy? Is He worthy! Of all blessing and honor and 
 glory?  Is He worthy of this? He is. 
 

 Does the Father truly love us? He does. 
 Does the Spirit move among us? He does. 
 And does Jesus, our Messiah, hold forever those He loves?  
 He does. 
 Does our God intend to dwell again with us? He does. 
 

Congregation joins… 
                       

 Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
 Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
 The Lion of Judah, who conquered the grave, He is David's 
 root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave!  
 

 From every people and tribe, every nation and tongue, 
 He has made us a kingdom and priests to God,  
 to reign with the Son!  
 

 Is He worthy, Is He worthy, of all blessing and honor and 
 glory? Is He worthy of this?  He is.  
 

The Invitation to Embrace Forgiveness 
       …Friends, embrace this good news with all of your 
 hearts: in Jesus Christ there is forgiveness –for all who call  
        upon Him! Alleluia! Amen!  
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 The Response     
       In the darkness we were waiting, without hope, without 
 light –'til from Heaven You came running; there was 
 mercy in Your eyes!  To fulfill the law and prophets, to a 
 virgin came the Word, from a throne of endless glory to a 
 cradle in the dirt.  
 

 Praise the Father, praise the Son, praise the Spirit, Three-in- 
 One; God of glory, Majesty, praise forever to the King of 
 Kings!  
 

 To reveal the kingdom coming and to reconcile the lost, to 
 redeem the whole creation You did not despise the cross. 
 For even in your suffering You saw to the other side, 
 knowing this was our salvation –Jesus, for our sake you  
 died!  Refrain.  
 

 And the morning that You rose all of Heaven held its 
 breath, 'til that stone was moved for good –for the Lamb 
 had conquered death! And the dead rose from their tombs, 
 and the angels stood in awe, for the souls of all who'd 
 come to the Father are restored.  
 

 And the Church of Christ was born, then the Spirit lit the 
 flame, now this gospel truth of old shall not kneel, shall not 
 faint. By His blood and in His name, in His freedom I am 
 free, for the love of Jesus Christ Who has resurrected me!  
 Refrain.  
 

 The Affirmation of Faith    (The Apostles’ Creed)  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. AMEN. 

 

The Scripture Readings                         Rev. Julia Metcalf  
“The Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you 
against the evil one.”                      II Thessalonians 3:3 
 

Jesus said that if I thirst, I should come to Him. No one else 
can satisfy; I should come to Him.                   
 

Jesus said, “Whoever drinks of the water that I give him 
will never be thirsty again. The water that I give will 
become a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
 

Jesus said, if I am weak, I should come to Him. No one else 
can be my strength; I should come to Him. 
 

Jesus said, “Come to me, you who are weary and heavily 
burdened….My power is made perfect in your weakness.”  
 

Jesus said that if I fear, I should come to Him. No one else 
can be my shield; I should come to Him. 
 

Jesus said, “Fear not, for I am the first and the last, the 
living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore –and  
have the keys of Death and Hades.”  
 

 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Thess%203.3
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Jesus said, if I am lost, He will come to me. And He showed 
me on that cross, He will come to me.   
 

Jesus said, “the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost.” 

       

Jesus Strong and Kind 
Worship 101 Singers 

 

 Jesus said that if I thirst, I should come to Him. No one else 
 can satisfy; I should come to Him.  

 

Jesus said, if I am weak, I should come to Him. No one else 
can be my strength. I should come to Him. 

 

 For the Lord is good and faithful. He will keep us day and 
 night. We can always run to Jesus; Jesus, strong and kind. 
 

 Jesus said that if I fear, I should come to Him. No one else 
 can be my shield; I should come to Him. Refrain.  
 

 Jesus said, if I am lost, He will come to me. And He showed 
 me on that cross, He will come to me.  Refrain.  
 

The Blessing of the Young Disciples    
           Why Should We Ask Jesus for Help?    
 

            A blind man was sitting by the road begging. When he 
    heard a  crowd going by he asked what was happening.     
            “Jesus of Nazareth is coming through Jericho,” they told  
    the blind man.  So he cried out: “Jesus, Son of David, have  
    mercy on me!”   
 

Those who led the way sternly ordered him to be quiet  
–but he cried out even more loudly, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!”                                        Luke 18:35-39  

https://biblehub.com/greek/2532.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/994.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2424.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5207.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1138.htm
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The Old and New Testament Readings  
                     Rev. Wambugu Gachungi 
    Leviticus 21:1-4  
 The LORD said to Moses, Speak to the priests, the sons of  
 Aaron, and say to them: 
 

 No one shall defile himself for a dead person among his  
 relatives, except for his nearest kin: his mother, his father, 
 his son, his daughter, his brother; likewise, for a virgin 
 sister close to him because she has had no husband, he 
 may defile himself for her. But he shall not defile himself 
 for those related to him  by marriage and so profane 
 himself.  
 

    Luke 10:25-37                                                           Rev. James Estes 
 An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he 
 said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to 
 him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 
 there?”  
 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
 your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
 strength and with all your mind and your neighbor as 
 yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the right 
 answer; do this, and you will live.” 

 But wanting to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And who 
 is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down 
 from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of 
 robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took off, leaving 
 him half dead.  
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 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and 
 when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So 
 likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
 passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while 
 traveling came upon him, and when he saw him he was 
 moved with compassion. He went to him and bandaged his 
 wounds, treating them with oil and wine.   
  

Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, 
 and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, 
 gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him, 
 and when I come back I will repay you whatever more you 
 spend.’  

 

 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to 
 the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, 
 “The one who showed him mercy.”  
  

Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 

The Sermon      The Parable of the Good Samaritan:    Dr. Rusyn 
         A Ukrainian Reading in the Light of the War 

                     

The Anthem    Christ for the World We Sing Craig Courtney 
 

 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
 them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 teaching them to obey all I commanded you, and lo, I am 
 with you always, even to the very end of the age!    
 

 Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring, 
 with loving zeal, the poor and them that mourn, the faint 
 and  overborne, sin-sick and sorrow-worn, whom Christ 
 doth heal.   
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 Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring, 
 with fervent prayer, the wayward and the lost, by restless 
 passions tossed, redeemed at countless cost, from dark 
 despair.   
 

 Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring, 
 with one  accord, with us the work to share, with us
 reproach to dare, with us the cross to bear, for Christ our  
 Lord.   
 

 Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring, 
 with joyful song, the newborn souls, whose days, reclaimed 
 from error’s ways, inspired with hope and praise, to Christ 
 belong.           Matthew 28:19,20 
 

The Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

The Prayers of the People  
 

 The Hymn             He Will Hold Me Fast 
 

When I fear my faith will fail Christ will hold me fast; when 
the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. I could 
never keep my hold through life's fearful path, for my love 
is often cold, He must hold me fast!  

 

 He will hold me fast; He will hold me fast! For my Savior 
 loves me so; He will hold me fast!  
 

 Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast; 
 Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast. He'll not let 
 my soul be lost, His promises shall last; bought by Him at 
 such a cost, He will hold me fast!  Refrain.  
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 For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast; 
 Justice has been satisfied, He will hold me fast; raised with 
 Him to endless life, He will hold me fast, 'til our faith is 
 turned to sight, when He comes at last!  Refrain.  
 

 The Lord’s Prayer (sung by the congregation) 
 

 The Charge and Benediction 
  

 The Postlude    Improvisation on the tune EIN FESTE BURG 

 
First Church Updates  

Today:  
 

We offer a warm and heartfelt welcome to Dr. Ivan and Luda 
Rusyn on their special visit with us this weekend. Dr. Rusyn is 
the President of the Ukraine Evangelical Theological Seminary. 
He and Luda live just outside of Kiev. It has been a complete joy 
to visit –and pray together—with them over the last few days. 
We continue to pray that Jesus will intervene in this war that is 
causing such devastation among the Ukrainian people –and 
many others.  
 

Our Letter of Well-Wishing (placed just outside the door of this 
space) is directed today to Mrs. Anne McCune.  
 
In the Footsteps of the Master: this afternoon, at 2:00 p.m. our 
Israel pilgrimage group shares our last meeting before our 
departure a week from today. We are grateful for your prayers.   
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This Week 
 

 
Seekers - Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. in room E104, this is an  
in-depth study of the weekly sermon scriptures, led by Rev. 
Wambugu Gachungi. 
 

Professor Jerry McCoy continues his class on Faith and Physics 
next Sunday (9:30 a.m.) in Stephenson Hall and Wednesday 
(11:30 a.m.) in room E104. 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Uganda Mission Trip information meeting - next Sunday,  
February 12, 12:30 p.m., room E101. Join us to hear more about 
the mission trip to Petra Christian School in Aduku, Uganda, 
June 10 – 24.    
 

Wednesday Night downtown: Six-Week Series 
Wednesdays 

 

Navigating the River (of Culture): 
What Christians Need to Know 

 

5:30 dinner/6:15 class, Stephenson Hall 
 

Examining our Culture: Healthy, Robust, or Not So Much? 
Examining the Church? 

What kind of challenges face the Church? 
What questions is the Culture asking the Church? 

 

February 8:   Bishop David Konderla, Catholic Diocese of Tulsa   
February 15: Dr. Jeff Francis, Sharp Chaplain, University of Tulsa   
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Seasons "Galantines" event on Monday, February 13, 6:30 - 
8:00 p.m. Judith Land will be sharing about Ordinary Life with 
Christ, and we will enjoy dessert and raffle prizes. 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 22, leads us into our Lenten journey. 
Come and share a soup supper at 5:30 p.m. and join for worship 
in the sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. The imposition of ashes is a most 
moving part of this service.  
 

Stay Close to the Master: Wednesday nights during Lent, 
beginning March 1, Stepheson Hall, 6:15 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  We 
gather for a time of worship followed by discussion around the 
tables. Dr. John Ortberg, who preaches here on the Sunday after 
Easter, offers a ten-minute video devotional, followed by 
questions and conversations at the tables. First Baptist Church, 
North Tulsa, and their pastor, Rev. Anthony Scott, will be joining 
us!  
 

Spiritual Disciplines Retreat, Saturday, February 25, 9:00 a.m. – 
3:00 p.m., at Camp Loughridge, led by Rev. Julia Metcalf.  
Come join a gathering of disciples for a quiet day to draw close 
to the Lord. We will spend time in prayer, reflection and rich 
conversation with fellow Christians growing in faith. The cost  
to attend is $10 and includes breakfast and lunch. Click QR code 
below to register. For more information, contact Laura Stevens 
at lstevens@firstchurchtulsa.org/918-301-1019. 
 

 
 

mailto:lstevens@firstchurchtulsa.org
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All-Church Retreat: Friday and Saturday, March 24-25, 2023 
at New Life Ranch Frontier Cove. Dr. Wes Vander Lugt and 
family will lead the way. Dr. Vander Lugt serves as our 
keynote speaker. Detailed information, schedule and 
registration will be available soon.  
 

Ongoing Ministries 
 

Young Adults – First Church is committed to cultivating faith 
within the next generation, providing a place for young adults to 
connect with one another and with the larger church. Find us on 
Facebook, Instagram at @fpcyoungadults, or contact Dan 
Hutchinson at 918-301-1040. 
 

Internship Opportunity– Are you a college student who loves 
the Lord Jesus and enjoys working with youth? Next 
Generation Ministries is now receiving applications for its 
summer youth ministry internship program.  For more 
information, contact Steve Wilson at 
swilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.   
 

Presbyterian Women’s February Mission project: Presbyterian 
Disaster Resistance: hygiene kits: hand towels, wide-tooth 
combs, nail clippers, bath-sized, individually wrapped bars of 
soap, new single toothbrushes, and band-aids. Look for their 
mission box in the atrium, Wednesdays and Sundays.  
 

Opportunities to Serve the Master 
 

Children’s Ministry opportunities - Come serve with the 
youngest members of our congregation!  
 

Two Second Grade Sunday School Classroom Assistants - 
Join us once a month to assist the lead Sunday school 

mailto:swilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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teacher in the classroom. Duties include assisting with 
crafts and helping with the lesson. 9:45 - 10:45 a.m. 
 

Two Awana Substitute Leaders - Join us on Wednesday 
evenings 6:00 -7:30 p.m. when needed. Fill in as a group 
leader by moving children to activity stations and helping 
with scripture memory. 

 

Infant/Nursery/Preschool 9:30 - 10:45 a.m. - Baby Rockers-
Come help rock babies in the infant room. Sunday School 
Classroom Assistant-Help the classroom lead teacher with 
lesson, craft and general playtime. 

 

For more information or to volunteer, please contact Sarah 
Savage at ssavage@firstchurchtulsa.org/918-301-1011, Rachael 
Tsuma at rkamaru@firstchurchtulsa.org/918-301-1006 or Erin 
Barnhart at ebarnhart@firstchurchtulsa.org/918-301-1004. 
 

Memorial Service Greeting Ministry: Serve as a greeter for 
memorial services. Approximately an hour commitment. 
Memorial services are usually on weekday afternoons and 
sometimes on Saturdays. If interested, please contact Kathy 
Wilson at kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org/918-301-1029. 
 

Book Table – help provide books and resources to the 
congregation.  Manage the inventory of books and assist 
congregants with selecting titles and authors. If interested, please 
contact Laura Stevens at lstevens@firstchurchtulsa.org/918-301-
1019. 
 

 
 
 

mailto:rkamaru@firstchurchtulsa.org/918-301-1006
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Masterwork Academy is all about the arts—of serving, of being 
available, of encouraging, and of being a friend. Of course, we’re  
all about dance, art, music, theater, fitness and learning the 
Bible too. We’re not looking for skill, we’re looking for heart. If 
yours beats with the love of Christ and you have an weekday  
afternoon from 3 – 5:00 p.m. to spare, please contact Jenette 
McEntire at jmcentire@masterworkacademy.org or Laura Voth, 
lvoth@masterworkacademy.org/918-954-1100. 
 

Seeking writers and photographers - We have volunteer 
opportunities to serve in our communications area as a writer or 
photographer. We publish a quarterly magazine and 
semimonthly newsletter; we are seeking folks who would love 
to tell or illustrate our stories. To volunteer, contact Louann 
Buhlinger at lbuhlinger@firstchurchtulsa.org/918-740-7055.  
 

Pray-ers - A ministry providing daily prayers for members of  
our congregation. If interested in volunteering or for more 
information, please contact Laura Stevens at 
lstevens@firstchurchtulsa.org/918-301-1019.  
 

 

Parish Register 
 

Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Beth Campbell, Dwight 
Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Paul Dick, Donna Droege, David 
Dunning, Mary Ann Elliott, JoAnn Gilbert, Gaye Graeler, Cynthia 
Hill-Meriwether, Linda Hopkins, Mike Hopkins, Elaine Horkey, 
Meg Hubler, Warren Hubler, Jeannie Dickey Kelsay, Joyce 
Kunkel, Susan Lawrence, Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Ann 
McKellar, Jan Miller, David Morgan, Jane Mulkey, David 
Osterholt, Shari Postier, Rosemary Priest, Carly Rivers, Zach 
Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Bill Smith, Jane 

mailto:jmcentire@masterworkacademy.org
mailto:lvoth@masterworkacademy.org/918-954-1100
mailto:lbuhlinger@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Sneed, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Laurie Sundborg, Mike 
Tidwell, Susan Waldie, and Carolyn Wilcott  
 

Sympathy and Prayers to: Cynthia Hill-Meriwether on the death 
of her mother, Haroldene Hill, on January 29.  
 

Worship Notes 
 

The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the  
glory of God and in honor of our siblings and families by Dwight 
and Jan Creveling. 
 

Services are broadcast and on Cox channel 3 (each Sunday) at 
11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m., on the FPC Facebook page, or 
FirstChurchTulsa.org/YouTube. 
 

Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of 
address/phone number or other important family news. Contact 
Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org. 
 

For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary or 
Stephenson Hall, audio headsets are available from the ushers. 
Also available are large-print hymnals and Bibles. 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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THIS WEEK 

TODAY   2/5  
     9:30 am     Gathering with Dr. Ivan Rusyn, Stephenson Hall 
  11:00 am           Worship, Sanctuary 
 

Monday   2/6  
 11:45 am  Guy’s Monday Bible Study, E103  
 

Tuesday   2/7 
   9:30 am    Precepts, E100 
 

Wednesday  2/8 
    11:30 am  Pastor’s Study, E104 
     11:30 am    Downtown Theological Roundtable, 204  
     12:00 pm    Pathways to Hope, 206 
       5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, Stephenson Hall 
        6:00 pm  Awana, Children’s Area, POW, Amass Exodus, Powerhouse 
        6:15 pm  Various Adult Classes 
       6:30 pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

Saturday   2/11 
      8:45 am            Before the Rooster Crows, E103 
 

COME, GROW YOUR FAITH! 
TODAY: Adult Classes, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Cornerstone                     Minor Prophets                                                                        E102 
Covenanters                     Renovated: God, Dallas, & the Church 
               That Transforms                                                                       E101 
Faith and Family              Neuroscience: The Impact of Technolodgy on 
               Our Kids: “Faith“                                                               Prayer Room 
Forum               Prayers of Jesus study                                                             E200 
Harbingers               Dr. Rusyn                                                                      Stephenson Hall 
Morning Glory                 Prayers and Bible Study                                                         E201 
New Parents               Theology and Parenting                                                         E205 
Pastor’s Study 1              Faith and Physics                                                        Stephenson Hall 
Pastor’s Study 2              Dr. Rusyn                                                                      Stephenson Hall 
Reflections                       Elijah                                                                                         E103 
Shepherds                        Dr. Rusyn                                                                      Stephenson Hall 
Sojourners                         Dr. Rusyn                                                                      Stephenson Hall 

   UKirk           Dr. Rusyn                                                                      Stephenson Hall 
   The Vine                           Dr. Rusyn                                                                      Stephenson Hall 

Westminster             Theology Brewed in an African Pot                           Tower Room 
Young Adults                     Dr. Rusyn                                                                      Stephenson Hall

          


