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Epiphany Sunday 
Sanctuary, 11:00 a.m. 

 

The Words of Preparation 
Go spread the news of Emmanuel: joy and peace for the 

 weary heart! Lift your heads for your King has come, 
 sing for the Light overwhelms the dark! Glory shining for 
 all to see, hope alive let the gospel ring, God has made a 
 way, He will have the praise! Tell the world his name is 
 Jesus”                       Matt Boswell, Matt Papa and Stuart Townend  
 

When I think about hearing a sermon, I find myself praying 
that it might refresh my knowledge of Christ –that I might 
get Him, His nature, His work, and His desire for me once 
more clear, and go out more ready to see whatever is 
disputed in the world in His light…. It’s not a religion I need 
–but Christ! Not a theological system –but a Person! 
Christianity –only for Christ! Doctrines –only for the Person!  

            Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893, Bishop of Massachusetts,  (adapted) 
   Author of Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

The Welcome                           Dr. Miller          
 

The Call to Worship  

Arise and shine –for your Light has come! And the glory of 
the Lord has risen upon you!             Isaiah 60:1 
Open your hearts –and consider what God has done!  
He flings galaxies into space –and uses a burning star to 
guide magi to Bethlehem!  Alleluia!  
Open your hearts –and consider what God has done! 
He wraps Himself in flesh, enters time and space, and 
draws close to the world He loves! Alleluia!  
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Open your hearts –and consider what God is doing!   
He approaches us today, and knocks on the door of each  
heart. He brings redemption and healing, putting us to 
work for His purposes. Alleluia! 
Open your hearts wide to welcome Him, lift up your voices 
and adore Him;  
for He has done --and is doing (!)-- wondrous things! 
Alleluia! Amen!  

 

 The Hymn   411     Arise, Your Light is Come!                FESTAL SONG 

        Acolytes: Goodness Usigbe, Sammy Hand, and Kamryn Chaney 
 

Stanzas sung by: 
1.  Choir  
2.  Northside of sanctuary  
3.  Southside of sanctuary   
4.  All  

            

 The Prayer of Adoration     Elder Karen Woolman                                      
     

The Gospel Reading       Matthew 2:1-12 
 

The Prayer of Confession                                  

Lord Jesus Christ, the magi came from long distances 
searching for you. When they finally found you, they 
somehow knew that the most fitting response was to bow 
and kneel, to worship and adore, and to offer you their 
best gifts. Forgive us for not being as wise as they. Forgive 
us for misreading that which is most important in our lives,  
misusing our time, talent and treasure for that which has 
no lasting value. Lord Jesus, meet us in our need, and in 
your mercy, hear our prayers…(in silence) 
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The Invitation to Welcome Forgiveness 
Friends, embrace this good news with all of your hearts: in 
Jesus Christ there is forgiveness –for all who call upon Him! 
Alleluia! Amen! 

 

 The Response            Victory in Jesus                                HARTFORD 
 

I heard an old, old story, how a Savior came from glory, 
      how He gave His life on Calvary to save a wretch like me! 
    I heard about His groaning, of His precious blood's atoning, 

then I repented of my sins and won the victory!  
 

O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever! He sought me and     
bought me with His redeeming blood. He loved me 'ere I  
knew Him and all my love is due Him; He plunged me to  
victory beneath the cleansing flood!  

 

     I heard about His healing, of His cleansing power revealing 
    how He made the lame to walk again, and caused the blind  
     to see! And then I cried, "Dear Jesus, come and heal my  

broken spirit" --and somehow Jesus came and brought to 
me the victory! Refrain.  
 

 The Affirmation of Faith and Prayer for Strength 
  

We believe that God’s unfailing love invites the whole 

world to embrace the good news of Bethlehem and the 
joy of Christmas -- the birth of the infant King of kings. We 

believe that out of His great love the Lord guided the magi 
from the east and led them to the young Messiah, Lord of 

lords, Savior of the world.  We believe His love continues 
to draw people close, and invites us all into personal 

relationship with Him. We believe that together we are 
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called to be the temple of the living God, indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit, bright reflections of the Lord’s Light to the 

world --illumining the saving grace that God in Christ 
offers to all peoples.  

   By the witness of Scriptures, and the eyewitness of the 
apostles, this we believe, and it is most certainly true. 

Alleluia! Amen.  
Adapted from the Church of England 

 

The Blessing of the Young Disciples       20 + C + M + B + 23 

Epiphany: The Chalking of the Door! 
  Christus mansionem benedicat 

 

The Solo        Behold That Star!                   Spiritual, arr. Mark Hayes 

Emily Willard, soloist 

Behold that star!  Behold that star up yonder.  Behold that 
star!  It is the star of Bethlehem.  There was no room found 
in the inn for him who was born free from sin. The wise 
men came on from the East, to worship him, the Prince of 
Peace.  Refrain. A song broke forth upon the night, from 
angel hosts all robed in white.  “Glory to God, world 
without end.  Peace on the earth, good will to men.”  
Refrain. 

 

The New Testament Reading     Acts 11:19-26 
  

Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that 
broke out when Stephen was killed, travelled as far as 
Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only 
among Jews. Some of them, however, men from Cyprus 
and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks 
also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. The 
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Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people 
believed and turned to Him. 
 

News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they 
sent  Barnabas to Antioch. When he arrived and saw what 
the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged 
them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.  
He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a 
great number of people were brought to the Lord. 
 

Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when 
he found  him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole 
year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught 
great numbers of people. The disciples were called 
Christians first at Antioch. 

 

The Sermon          God’s Resolve –and Our Response:  

                                               (2) Heartfelt!  
         Barnabas urged them to remain true to the Lord with all of 
 their hearts.                    Acts 11:23, NIV 
 

The Anthem                King’s Bell Carol                     Patrick Liebergen 
 

We three kings rejoice at the sight, Christmas bells ring out 
through the night; angels singing, song we’re bringing, born 
is the Lord of Light!  Wisemen come from far and near; 
shepherds raise a joyful cheer.  All adoring, songs 
outpouring, jubilant praise we hear!  Sing allelu!  Alleluia, 
noel!  He is born, Emmanuel!  We behold the wondrous 
sight, high above the star shines bright; angels singing, 
songs we’re bringing.  Sing allelu!  He is born, the Lord of 
Light! 
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The Joys and Concerns of the People 
 

The Prayer of the People and the Lord’s Prayer        
 

 The Hymn    63    As With Gladness Men of Old                        DIX 

 

 The Charge and Benediction 
  

 The Postlude            In Thee Is Gladness                        J. S. Bach 

 

 Please Stand 
 

First Church Updates  
 

A heartfelt welcome, and the joy of this Epiphany Sunday, to 
each and all of you! In this New Year, may the Lord cause His 
Light to shine brightly through this expression of the Body of 
Christ!    
 

Our Letter of Well-Wishing (placed just outside the door of this 
space) is directed today to the Rev. Dan and Hanna Hutchinson, 
with gladness and gratitude for the safe arrival of their twin 
daughters, Elanor and Rosewyn!  
 

As we look back upon the past year, we have much for which to 
be thankful by way of the Lord’s blessings. Thank you for 
honoring the call to share our blessings in the service of Jesus 
Christ! Your generous gifts sustain the ministries of this 
congregation –both at home and abroad.  
 

The Session has called for a congregational meeting for next 
Sunday, January 15, at 12:15 p.m. in the sanctuary. The purpose 
of the meeting is to act upon the Nominating Committee’s 
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recommendation that Mr. Bill Lawson serve as a member of the 
FPC Board of Trustees.  
 

Today 
 

Faith and Physics? A Different Angle! Join us Sundays at 9:30 
a.m. in the Stephenson Hall -- to hear Jerry McCoy, Professor of 
Physics at the University of Tulsa.  Beginning on January 8,  
Jerry begins a seven-week series on his soon-to-be- 
published (!) book: God Is A LOT Bigger Than You Think: the 
Story Science Tells.  Jerry will teach this same material on 
Wednesdays at 11:30 in room E104.  Lunch is available on 
Wednesdays.  
 

Footsteps of the Master: Pilgrimage to Israel meets today at 
2:00 p.m., in room E103. We focus on days 4-6 of our journey.  
 

Epiphany Plunge and Bonfire – today, 5:00 p.m., Camp 
Loughridge. Join us for the “burning of the greens” –and the 
striking parable of God’s glory: how brightly His Light shines in 
the darkness! Bring your greens to add to the bonfire; some 
courageous ones will venture into the water, searching for the 
love of Christ in the world. Cookies and hot cider/cocoa will be 
provided.   
 

This Week 
 

The January Series – a fifteen-weekday lecture series begins 
tomorrow, January 9, and runs every weekday through January 
27; lunch ($7) is available at 11:15 a.m. with free lecture starting 
at 11:30 a.m.  in Stephenson Hall.  If you would like to help set 
up and/or greet, please contact Patricia Hall at 
phall@firstchurchtulsa.org or 918 301-1028. 

mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Join us this Spring at “Seasons”, a space for women in 
all seasons of life to connect with one another and be 
transformed by the Word and presence of God. Meet us in 
Stephenson Hall from 6:30 - 8:00 this Monday, January 9, 
as we explore a new series entitled Ordinary Days. This month 
we are exploring how habits transform our hearts and how the 
rhythms of our ordinary days can draw us closer to Christ. 

 

 
Wednesday Night downtown: Six-Week Series 

Beginning this Wednesday 
 

Navigating the River (of Culture): 
What Christians Need to Know 

 

Wednesdays: January 11 – February 15 
5:30 dinner/6:15 class, Stephenson Hall 

 
Examining our Culture: Healthy, Robust, or Not So Much? 

Examining the Church? 
What kind of challenges face the Church? 

What questions is the Culture asking the Church? 
 
January 11:   Dr. Jim Miller, FPC 
January 18:   The Rev. Anthony Scott, First Baptist, North Tulsa      
January 25:   Father George Ebert, St. Antony Eastern Orthodox 
February 1:   The Rev. Terry Buxton, Agape Bible Fellowship 
February 8:   Dr. Jeff Francis, Sharp Chaplain, University of Tulsa   

February 15: Pastoral Panel 
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Seekers - Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. in room E104, this is an in-
depth study of the weekly sermon scriptures. Led by Rev. 
Wambugu Gachungi. 
 

Inquirers Class: Sundays, January 15, 22, 29 and February 5. If 
you’re interested in learning more about First Church, please 
join us 9:15 - 10:40 a.m. in the Miller Library.  Registering for the 
class is very helpful but not required; use the QR code below or 
contact Patricia Hall at phall@firstchurchtulsa.org or  
918-301-1028. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Annual Chili Cook-Off – Sunday, January 22 in the atrium after 
the 11:00 a.m. services. Funds raised from the “popular vote” 
will go towards the Spring field trips for Anderson 
Elementary.  If you would like to enter your chili, please look for 
the Chili Cook-Off table in the atrium today or contact Cindy 
DeVore at cindy_devore@hotmail.com or 918-630-2636. 
 
At The Front: a remarkable two-day opportunity to hear  
Dr. Ivan Rusyn, President of the Ukrainian Evangelical 
Theological Seminary speak on both the tragedy and the deep 
hope unfolding in Ukraine. Dr. Rusyn lives in Kiev with his wife, 
Luda, who will also be with us. Dr. Rusyn speaks in the 
Stephenson Hall on Saturday night, February 5, at the Pastor’s 
class at 9:30, and he will preach at our all-church Festival 
Sunday service, 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.  
 

mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
mailto:cindy_devore@hotmail.com
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Mark your calendars! All-Church Retreat: March 24-25, 2023: 
New Life Ranch. 

 

Ongoing Ministries: 
Young Adults – First Church is committed to cultivating faith 
within the next generation, providing a place for young adults to 
connect with one another and with the larger church. Find us on 
Facebook, Instagram at @fpcyoungadults, or contact Dan 
Hutchinson at 918-301-1040. 
 

Don’t Forget: Faith Partners Addiction Ministry – First Church 
is a member of a nationwide fraternity called Faith Partners. 
They provide intervention, education, and recovery support to 
individuals and families suffering from addiction. Questions? 
Please call the Church office (918-584-4701) and leave your 
number. A team member will return your call. 
 

Internship Opportunity– Are you a college student who loves 
the Lord Jesus and enjoys working with youth? Next 
Generation Ministries is now receiving applications for its 
summer youth ministry internship program.  For more 
information, contact Steve Wilson at 
swilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.   
 

Parish Register 
 

Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Beth Campbell, Dwight 
Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Paul Dick, Donna Droege, David 
Dunning, Mary Ann Elliott, JoAnn Gilbert, Gaye Graeler, Cynthia 
Hill-Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Elaine Horkey, Rusty Houston, 
Meg Hubler, Jeannie Dickey Kelsay, Joyce Kunkel, Susan 
Lawrence, Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Ann McKellar, Jan 

mailto:swilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Miller, David Morgan, Jane Mulkey, David Osterholt, Shari 
Postier, Rosemary Priest, Tom Reynolds, Carly Rivers, Zach 
Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Bill Smith, Jane 
Sneed, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Laurie Sundborg, Mike 
Tidwell, Susan Waldie, and Carolyn Wilcott 
 

With Gratitude for the Resurrection: Ron Griswold, a member 
since 1995, died on December 31. 
 

Sympathy and Prayers to: Gary Mathews on the death of his 
sister, Sue Lauhoff, on January 3. 
 

 

Worship Notes 
 

The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory 
of God and in memory of Jack and June Cease, by Terry and 
Cindy DeVore. 
 

Services are broadcast on the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox  
channel 3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
 

Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of 
address/phone number or other important family news. Contact 
Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org. 
 

For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary or 
Stephenson Hall, audio headsets are available from the ushers. 
Also available are large-print hymnals and Bibles. 

 
 

 
 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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THIS WEEK  

TODAY   1/8  

      8:00 am  Worship, Kerr Chapel 
   8:30 am  Worship, Stephenson Hall 
   9:30 am    Gatherings and Classes 
  11:00 am   Worship, Sanctuary, Stephenson Hall and Great Hall 

Monday   1/9  

 11:45 am  Guy’s Monday Bible Study, E103  
   6:00 am  Seasons: Women’s Gathering, Deep Dive of I John, E101  
Tuesday   1/10 
   9:30 am    Precepts, E100 
Wednesday  1/11 
    11:30 am  Pastor’s Study, E104 
     11:30 am    Downtown Theological Roundtable, 204  
     12:00 pm    Pathways to Hope, 206 
       5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, Stephenson Hall 
        6:00 pm  Awana, Children’s Area 
        6:15 pm  Various Adult Classes 
       6:30 pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 

Saturday   1/14 
      8:45 am         Before the Rooster Crows, E103 
 

COME, GROW YOUR FAITH! 
TODAY: Adult Classes, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Cornerstone                     Minor Prophets                                                                        E102 
Covenanters                     Renovated: God, Dallas, & the Church 
                That Transforms                                                                      E101 
Harbingers                Hearing God                                                                             E202 
Morning Glory                  Prayers and Bible Study                                                         E201 
New Parents                Theology and Parenting                                                         E205 
Pastor’s Study 1                Faith and Physics                                                        Stephenson Hall 
Pastor’s Study 2                The Parables of Jesus                                                             E104 
Reflections                         Christian Life in Ordinary Time                                           E103 
Shepherds                          Spiritual Disciplines                                                               E203      
Sojourners                           Old Testament                                                                        E204   

   UKirk             The Parables of Jesus                                                            E104    
   Westminster               Theology Brewed in an African Pot                           Tower Room 

Young Adults                       The Parables of Jesus                                                             E104          
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                                         January 8, 2023 
                                      11:00 Sanctuary 

 

Please register your attendance by filling out the 
information below and leave this page on the pew as 

you leave.  
 

Name 

__________________________________________ 

 

Email 

___________________________________________ 

 

Phone 

__________________________________________ 

 

Member ________________ or Guest 

________________ 

 

go to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister; 
or 

using the QR code below. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


