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Called to make fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ:   
Inwardly Strong  

and  
Outwardly Focused. 
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Epiphany Sunday 
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Epiphany Sunday 
Stephenson Hall, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Words of Preparation  
Barnabas was watching God intervene in a city, a city like 
yours or mine — rescuing the lost, conquering sin, 
unleashing forgiveness, reconciling relationships, inspiring 
love, providing for the needy, building his kingdom. He 
was witnessing a miracle community — sinful people 
bathed in the mercy of God, declaring the mercy of God, 
and loving each other in Christ. Grace was saving, 
redeeming, restoring, uniting, transforming, equipping, 
and sending — all in ways he could witness. Barnabas 
saw the grace of God.                                           Marshall Segal 

 

Prelude                                Brightest and Best 

Hail blessed morn, see the great Mediator, down from the 
regions of glory descend. Shepherds go worship the babe 
in a manger, lo, for a guard the bright angels attend! Say, 
shall we yield Him, in costly devotion, fragrance of Edom 
and offerings divine? Gems of the mountain and pearls of 
the ocean, myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine?  
 

Brightest and best of sons of the morning, dawn on our 
darkness and lend us Thine aid! Star in the East, the 
horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer was 
laid.  
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Vainly we offer each ample oblation, vainly with gifts 
would His favor secure. Richer by far is the heart's 
adoration, dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
Refrain.  
  

Cold on His cradle the dewdrops were shining, low lies His 
bed with the beasts of the stall. Angels adore Him, in 
slumbers reclining, wise men and shepherds before Him 
do fall. Wise men and shepherds before Him do fall. 
Refrain. 

 

Welcome                                                                       
 

Songs of Praise    Come Adore The Humble King 
 

Come, adore the humble King, lowly in the manger; fall 
before His majesty, hail the little Savior! Hope what hope 
no tongue could tell, God has come with us to dwell, His 
name is Emmanuel, O praise the humble King!  
 

Come, adore in humble state, He the song of angels! Join 
the wise who call His name –and with all creation. Who,  
O who, would condescend? God unknown now calls us 
friend; Love that none could comprehend, O praise the 
humble King!  
 

Come, adore the King who came to our world to save us; 
born to heal our prideful race, crown us with forgiveness! 
Fall, O fall, before the one, Who in mercy left His throne; 
Christ the Lord God's only Son, His glories now we sing!  
O praise the humble King. Come adore, come adore; come 
adore the King, bow before come adore the Name above 
all names!  
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 Simple Kingdom 

Your kingdom is simple, as simple as love; You welcomed 
the children, You stopped for the one. We want to see 
people the way Jesus does. Your kingdom is simple, Lord 
teach it to us.  
 

Your kingdom is humble, as humble as death: His King is a 
savior who gave His last breath. So, may we die daily, our 
pride laid to rest; His kingdom is humble and the broken 
are blessed.  
 

Hallelujah! Hallowed be Your name! May we live and 
breathe Your praise. Hallelujah! Let all creation say, “oh 
The King of heaven reigns.”  
 

Your kingdom is coming, Your kingdom is here, alive in our 
waiting, at work in our tears. So, come to us quickly, 
forever our prayer; Your kingdom is coming, Lord Jesus 
come near. Refrain  
 

Your kingdom is backwards, it flows in reverse. What You 
call a treasure this world calls a curse. The small become 
great and the last become first. Your kingdom is 
backwards; Lord teach us to serve. As it is with Your 
kingdom, let it be with Your church. Refrain 

 

Yet Not I, But Through Christ in Me 
 

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer, there is no more 
for heaven now to give. He is my joy, my righteousness, 
and freedom. My steadfast love, my deep and boundless  
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peace. To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus, for my life is 
wholly bound to His. Oh, how strange and divine, I can sing 
“all is mine”, yet not I, but through Christ in me.  
 

The night is dark but I am not forsaken, for by my side, the 
Savior, He will stay. I labor on in weakness and rejoicing, 
for in my need His power is displayed. To this I hold, my 
Shepherd will defend me; through the deepest valley he 
will lead. Oh, the night has been won and I shall overcome, 
yet not I, but through Christ in me.  
 

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven. The future sure, the 
price it has been paid, for Jesus bled and suffered for my 
pardon, and He was raised to overthrow the grave. To this 
I hold, my sin has been defeated; Jesus now and ever is my 
plea. Oh, the chains are released. I can sing I am free, yet 
not I, but through Christ in me.  
 

With every breath I long to follow Jesus, for He has said 
that he will bring me home. And day by day I know He will 
renew me, until I stand with joy before the throne. To this 
I hold, my hope is only Jesus. All the glory evermore to 
Him. When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat, 
yet not I, but through Christ in me. 

 

The First Reading  Matthew 2:1-12         Rev. James Estes 
 

Prayer of Confession                
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hidden—cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy  
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Spirit, so that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
(in silence…)                          Book of Common Prayer (1552) 

 

The Reflection    Beneath the Night Sky 
 

Walking beneath the night sky, looking up at endless stars, 
wondering how we can see that far and what they say 
about eternity.  Long ago, beneath the night sky, the wise 
men from afar followed one bright leading star, believing 
there’s more to this story.  
 

And when I think of all the gifts I could give to you; I hope  
I give hope, I hope I give joy. But I want to tell you only 
what I know to be true; I know there is love, I know there is 
life.  
 

Shepherds beneath the night sky looking up at endless 
stars, an angel choir appeared from afar, saying “Peace, 
goodwill to all. For unto you is born this day, a Savior who 
is Christ the King, the light of life and truth He brings, and 
the hope of eternity.” Refrain 
 

If there is love, and if there is life, then light breaks 
through the night.  And if love is alive and life has a name; 
His name is Jesus.   
 

In the mystery of the moment, is the darkness what is 
true, or is light shining down on me and you saying there’s 
more to this story. 
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The Assurance of Pardon 
 

Believe the good news! God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. In Jesus Christ there is 
forgiveness for all who call upon Him.  Alleluia! Amen! 

 

The Affirmation of Faith   (The Apostles’ Creed)  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Second Reading            Acts 11:29-26 
 

Sermon                 Heartfelt Resolve                 Rev. Julia Metcalf 

When he came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced, and he 
exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast 
devotion                                                                                    Acts 11:23 

 

The Celebration of Communion 
Words of institution  
Prayer of Blessing 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
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Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Closing Song            Morning by Morning 
 

Daily, daily I surrender; grace for today is all that I need. 
Surprised by a mercy that’s new every morning. Awaken 
my soul to sing. Oh, awaken my soul to sing.  
 

I will trust where You lead. I will trust when I can’t see. 
Morning by morning, great is Your faithfulness to me.  
 

Breath by breath, overtaken by wonder. One step at a 
time when I’m overwhelmed. Strength for today and 
bright hope for tomorrow. Awaken my soul to sing. 
Awaken my soul to sing.  
 

I will trust where You lead. I will trust when I can’t see. 
Morning by morning, great is Your faithfulness to me. I will 
trust with all my heart, You are good, You always are. 
Morning by morning, great is Your faithfulness to me.  
 

All fear be reminded, my future is secure. My Father has 
spoken and He keeps His every word. Refrain  
 

Charge and Benediction 
 

First Church Updates  
 

A heartfelt welcome, and the joy of this Epiphany Sunday, to 
each and all of you! In this New Year, may the Lord cause His 
Light to shine brightly through this expression of the Body of 
Christ!    
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Our Letter of Well-Wishing (placed just outside the door of this 
space) is directed today to the Rev. Dan and Hanna Hutchinson, 
with gladness and gratitude for the safe arrival of their twin 
daughters, Elanor and Rosewyn!  
 

As we look back upon the past year, we have much for which 
to be thankful by way of the Lord’s blessings. Thank you for 
honoring the call to share our blessings in the service of Jesus 
Christ! Your generous gifts sustain the ministries of this 
congregation –both at home and abroad.  
 

The Session has called for a congregational meeting for next 
Sunday, January 15, at 12:15 p.m. in the sanctuary. The purpose 
of the meeting is to act upon the Nominating Committee’s 
recommendation that Mr. Bill Lawson serve as a member of the 
FPC Board of Trustees.  
 

Today 
 

Faith and Physics? A Different Angle! Join us Sundays at 9:30 
a.m. in the Stephenson Hall -- to hear Jerry McCoy, Professor of 
Physics at the University of Tulsa.  Beginning on January 8,  
Jerry begins a seven-week series on his soon-to-be- 
published (!) book: God Is A LOT Bigger Than You Think: the 
Story Science Tells.  Jerry will teach this same material on 
Wednesdays at 11:30 in room E104.  Lunch is available on 
Wednesdays.  
 

Footsteps of the Master: Pilgrimage to Israel meets today at 
2:00 p.m., in room E103. We focus on days 4-6 of our journey.  
 

Epiphany Plunge and Bonfire – today, 5:00 p.m., Camp 
Loughridge. Join us for the “burning of the greens” –and the 
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striking parable of God’s glory: how brightly His Light shines in 
the darkness! Bring your greens to add to the bonfire; some 
courageous ones will venture into the water, searching for the 
love of Christ in the world. Cookies and hot cider/cocoa will be 
provided.   
 

 
 

 
Wednesday Night downtown: Six-Week Series 

Beginning this Wednesday 
 

Navigating the River (of Culture): 
What Christians Need to Know 

 

Wednesdays: January 11 – February 15 
5:30 dinner/6:15 class, Stephenson Hall 

 
Examining our Culture: Healthy, Robust, or Not So Much? 

Examining the Church? 
What kind of challenges face the Church? 

What questions is the Culture asking the Church? 
 
January 11:   Dr. Jim Miller, FPC 
January 18:   The Rev. Anthony Scott, First Baptist, North Tulsa      
January 25:   Father George Ebert, St. Antony Eastern Orthodox 
February 1:   The Rev. Terry Buxton, Agape Bible Fellowship 
February 8:   Dr. Jeff Francis, Sharp Chaplain, University of Tulsa   

February 15: Pastoral Panel 
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This Week 
 

The January Series – a fifteen-weekday lecture series begins 
tomorrow, January 9, and runs every weekday through January 
27; lunch ($7) is available at 11:15 a.m. with free lecture 
starting at 11:30 a.m.  in Stephenson Hall.  If you would like to 
help set up and/or greet, please contact Patricia Hall at 
phall@firstchurchtulsa.org or 918 301-1028. 
 

Join us this Spring at “Seasons”, a space for women in 
all seasons of life to connect with one another and be 
transformed by the Word and presence of God. Meet us in 
Stephenson Hall from 6:30 - 8:00 this Monday, January 9, 
as we explore a new series entitled Ordinary Days. This month 
we are exploring how habits transform our hearts and how the 
rhythms of our ordinary days can draw us closer to Christ. 
 

Seekers - Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. in room E104, this is an in-
depth study of the weekly sermon scriptures. Led by Rev. 
Wambugu Gachungi. 
 

Inquirers Class: Sundays, January 15, 22, 29 and February 5. If 
you’re interested in learning more about First Church, please 
join us 9:15 - 10:40 a.m. in the Miller Library.  Registering for 
the class is very helpful but not required; use the QR code 
below or contact Patricia Hall at phall@firstchurchtulsa.org or  
918-301-1028. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Mark Your Calendar 
 

Annual Chili Cook-Off – Sunday, January 22 in the atrium after 
the 11:00 a.m. services. Funds raised from the “popular vote” 
will go towards the Spring field trips for Anderson 
Elementary.  If you would like to enter your chili, please look for 
the Chili Cook-Off table in the atrium today or contact Cindy 
DeVore at cindy_devore@hotmail.com or 918-630-2636. 
 

At The Front: a remarkable two-day opportunity to hear  
Dr. Ivan Rusyn, President of the Ukrainian Evangelical 
Theological Seminary speak on both the tragedy and the deep 
hope unfolding in Ukraine. Dr. Rusyn lives in Kiev with his wife, 
Luda, who will also be with us. Dr. Rusyn speaks in the 
Stephenson Hall on Saturday night, February 5, at the Pastor’s 
class at 9:30, and he will preach at our all-church Festival 
Sunday service, 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.  
 

Mark your calendars! All-Church Retreat: March 24-25, 
2023: New Life Ranch. 

 

Ongoing Ministries: 
Young Adults – First Church is committed to cultivating faith 
within the next generation, providing a place for young adults 
to connect with one another and with the larger church. Find us 
on Facebook, Instagram at @fpcyoungadults, or contact Dan 
Hutchinson at 918-301-1040. 
 

Don’t Forget: Faith Partners Addiction Ministry – First Church 
is a member of a nationwide fraternity called Faith Partners. 
They provide intervention, education, and recovery support 
to individuals and families suffering from addiction. 

mailto:cindy_devore@hotmail.com
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Questions? Please call the Church office (918-584-4701) and 
leave your number. A team member will return your call. 
 

Internship Opportunity– Are you a college student who loves 
the Lord Jesus and enjoys working with youth? Next Generation 
Ministries is now receiving applications for its summer youth 
ministry internship program.  For more information, contact 
Steve Wilson at swilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.   
 

Parish Register 
 

Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Beth Campbell, Dwight 
Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Paul Dick, Donna Droege, David 
Dunning, Mary Ann Elliott, JoAnn Gilbert, Gaye Graeler, Cynthia 
Hill-Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Elaine Horkey, Rusty Houston, 
Meg Hubler, Jeannie Dickey Kelsay, Joyce Kunkel, Susan 
Lawrence, Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Ann McKellar, Jan 
Miller, David Morgan, Jane Mulkey, David Osterholt, Shari 
Postier, Rosemary Priest, Tom Reynolds, Carly Rivers, Zach 
Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Bill Smith, Jane 
Sneed, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Laurie Sundborg, Mike 
Tidwell, Susan Waldie, and Carolyn Wilcott 
 

With Gratitude for the Resurrection: Ron Griswold, a member 
since 1995, died on December 31. 
 

Sympathy and Prayers to: Gary Mathews on the death of his 
sister, Sue Lauhoff, on January 3. 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:swilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Worship Notes 
 

The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory 
of God and in memory of Jack and June Cease, by Terry and 
Cindy DeVore. 
 

Services are broadcast on the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox  
channel 3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
 

Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of 
address/phone number or other important family news. 
Contact Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or 
kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org. 
 

For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary or 
Stephenson Hall, audio headsets are available from the ushers. 
Also available are large-print hymnals and Bibles. 
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