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Lent and  
Holy Week 
at  First Church Tulsa
Lent begins with an Ash Wednesday worship service when we are reminded  

that, “From dust you have come and to dust you will return.” During Lent, we are 

invited to “Stay close to the master,” focusing on our union with Christ through 

baptism whereby we die to our old self so that we might live anew with Him.

Find our schedule of worship below and check back online at  

FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events or FirstChurchTulsa.org/E-News for updates.

Ash Wednesday dinner and worship
Wednesday, March 2
Soup dinner at 5:30 p.m., Stephenson Hall

Worship service at 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary

Please join us for this meaningful service on the first day of Lent and a holy 

day of prayer. During the service you can elect to have ashes placed on your 

forehead which is a sign of our humanity and a reminder of our mortality.

Wednesday Lenten Conversations
Wednesdays, March 9 - April 13
6:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall

Following dinner, meet in Stephenson Hall to hear the 600-word personal 

testimony of how God appeared in his or her life from one of our ministers 

weekly, followed by a vibrant discussion about the great “I AM." These 

conversations will be recorded and available the following Monday at 

Vimeo.com/FirstChurchTulsa.

Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 10
8:00 a.m., Chapel 

8:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall

11:00 a.m., Sanctuary

11:00 a.m., Stephenson Hall

11:00 a.m., TIF in the Great Hall

Maundy Thursday, 
Thursday, April 14, 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary
The service of darkness. A moving Tenebrae service with communion.

Good Friday worship
Friday, April 15, noon, Sanctuary 
Join us for the Seven Words of Jesus from the Cross. “Good” Friday is the 

day Christians intentionally remember Jesus’ crucifixion and the sacrifice 

he made on our behalf.

TIF Good Friday worship night 
Friday, April 15, 7-10 p.m., Great Hall

Easter worship services: Resurrection Day
Sunday, April 17
6:30 a.m., Sunrise service, Camp Loughridge Chapel

8:00 a.m., Sanctuary

8:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall

11:00 a.m., Sanctuary

11:00 a.m., Stephenson Hall

11:00 a.m., TIF in the Great Hall

Two 2022 pilgrimagesTwo 2022 pilgrimages
By Rev. Dr. Jim Miller

Congregations need to congregate! There’s something about  

simply being together that awakens the spirit, bonds the heart  

and strengthens the body of Christ, the church. And while all  

of these are enhanced by gathering, every healthy family I know also 

makes time for play and fun.

That’s why this year’s All-Church Retreat, March 25-26, needs  

to find a place on our calendars. But there’s more … Dr. Ryan Moore  

is our keynote speaker and  

he’s promised to bring the  

entire Moore clan (or at  

least those who live in  

Nashville). Fun reunions  

will be shared and new  

friendships will be formed.

We’ll gather at New Life Ranch Friday night for a festival celebration. 

Check in is at 6:00 p.m., with our first event beginning at 7:00 p.m.  

The next day brims with conversation, sharing and family fun. We’ll  

return to Tulsa after dinner and gather for worship on Sunday here at  

First Church. 

It’s not too late to sign up and join the festival joy! Call Hannah at  

918-301-1019 for more information. 

Every time we head for worship here at First Church we are, by definition, 

pilgrims who are “people who journey to a sacred place for religious reasons,”  

as Webster puts it.  

The importance of pilgrimage has its roots deep in the subsoil of Judaism. 

Faithful Jews were expected to travel to Jerusalem every year for the three most 

important pilgrim festivals: Passover, Pentecost and the Feast of Tabernacles. 

These journeys served to remind people that all of life is a pilgrimage.  

You hear this loud and clear in the 15 Psalms, called the Psalms of Ascent  

(120-134), written for pilgrims to sing on the way to Jerusalem. 

Marks of faithful pilgrims are easy to spot: 

1. Intentional calendaring (making time)

2. Coming together (sharing the time)

3. Focused reflection (redeeming the time) 

Once again First Church is leading a 

pilgrimage to the Holy Land, sometimes 

called “The Fifth Gospel.”  And, once again 

we can be assured of this: 1) we will read 

the Bible differently, 2) friendships will 

deepen, 3) spiritual blessings will surprise us. 

We will keep you updated on both events in First Church E-News and on our 

website calendar at FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events.

In the Master’s Footsteps 
Pilgrimage to Israel 
May 25 -June 9

Turning Points, Detours &  
God’s Fingerprints 
All Church Retreat  
New Life Ranch – Frontier Cove 
March 25-26

http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events
http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/E-News
http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events
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There are those within the Body of Christ who are given to 

hospitality. Every Easter, the beauty of First Presbyterian Church 

of Tulsa is enhanced by the symbolism of palms and lilies. This 

has been a multi-generational gift of service, which has been joyfully 

provided by Sherye Halliburton’s family and friends for over 50 years. 

The tradition began after Dr. William Wiseman became the pastor 

in 1963. He learned that Mary Ellen Esser was a member of the Tulsa 

Garden Club and requested that she develop a decorating scheme.  

She and her husband, Walter Esser, developed a plan replete with fresh 

greens and potted plants, and lowered the decorating budget in the 

process. Along with a host  

of other ideas, Walter 

designed a board to slip  

over the choir railing to 

hold the huck, palms 

and lilies, and Mary Ellen 

commissioned the planters 

for the potted lilies in the 

Sanctuary. The Essers were 

members of the burgeoning 

Mr. and Mrs. Class, which 

met weekly in the Chapel. 

Upon receiving approval 

for their decorating plan, 

they recruited a team from 

among their class members.

Sherye Halliburton has fond 

memories growing up in the 

church and recalls helping her 

parents, Walter and Mary Ellen, 

decorate in 1965. The next 

year, Sherye married Richard, 

and he was soon deployed to 

NATO headquarters in Turkey. 

The couple returned to Tulsa in 

1968, and began assisting the 

Essers and the Mr. and Mrs. 

Class once again. 

Walter Esser passed away in 

1971, and Mary Ellen continued 

her labor of love for the church 

with the help of her Sunday 

school class. In the 1980s, Mary Ellen asked Sherye to recruit younger 

couples to help. Sherye and Richard were members of the Forum Class, 

so their class began to help. After Mary Ellen passed away in 1992, Sherye, 

Richard and the Forum Class continued the decorating tradition.

The Forum Class is now joined in their efforts by new generations. 

Sherye’s daughter and son-in-law, Amy and Lance Tate, are volunteers. 

Sherye’s son and daughter-in-law, David and Amy Halliburton, and her 

grandsons, Aaron and Connor, have helped whenever they are in town 

for Easter. Over the years, each volunteer has specialized in an aspect  

of the décor. Some people opt to build the palm trees from palm fronds, 

Sherye Halliburton 

The tradition of decorating  The tradition of decorating  
worship spaces for Easterworship spaces for Easter
By Angela Garrett

Photo by Rick Priest.

“I don’t know what anybody would do without a 
church family. We help each other all the time.” 

 –  Sherye Halliburton
First Church decorating volunteers. From left to right, first row: Lance Tate, Amy Tate, Judy 
Brill, Rosemary Priest, Rick Priest. Second row: Mary Anne Marberry, Sherye Halliburton. 
Third row: Minnie Casteel, Cynthia Wiles, Laura Keith. Back row: Will Keith, Tom Marberry, 
Gary Casteel.

while others focus on the chancel railing or the welcome window. Sherye 

explains that the lily cross was designed and implemented by Ivan and 

Hilda Roark, and now Linda Roark-Strummer continues arranging the 

lily cross every year just like her parents did before her. 

Sherye shares that she has done every job over the last 50 years, but 

now focuses on directing traffic. She enjoys the relationships that are 

created by volunteering and being part of a church group. She says, “It’s a 

creative outlet, but I couldn’t do it without my group. The Forum Class is 

like a big family. We take care of each other whenever something happens. 

I don’t know what anybody would do without a church family. We help 

each other all the time. It’s a good group of dedicated people.” 

LENT/EASTER 2022 / PAGE 5
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TIF worship services are held Sundays at 11 a.m. in the Great Hall in the Bernsen Community Life building. 
Their services are also streamed to Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa.

One of the great joys of working and worshiping at First Church 

is the community within our body known as Tulsa International 

Fellowship (TIF). TIF is a vibrant community of immigrants within 

the larger family of First Presbyterian Church. This active community 

is captained by Rev. Wambugu Gachungi. If you have attended First 

Church for a while you know this. What you may not know is that one 

of Wambugu’s many talents is cultivating, enabling, and providing 

opportunity for gifted volunteers to step into leadership roles in TIF  

and the larger First Church community. For this article  

I was very blessed to interview three of these dedicated  

volunteer leaders. 

Elisa Mangesho
I began my talk with Elisa Mangesho by asking, 

“Who is Elisa?” He smiled and said, “A simple guy  

from Tanzania. A husband and a father to three 

talented children who loves Jesus with all his heart.” 

Keep in mind that this simple man helps run his  

wife’s incredible Petra Kids Ministry in Uganda and  

his son will be attending Yale University on a full 

academic scholarship. “My biggest desire is for  

people to experience God, not just know about Him. 

Every day I ask that I could do that better as it  

begins with me.”  

Elisa first became active with TIF in 2011. He is  

now an elder and serves in a variety of roles including 

the TIF leadership team, worship and music 

committee, and outreach team. He is also the head  

of the TIF media ministry and streams worship 

services around the world. 

He is incredibly grateful for the way TIF has invested in his family’s life, 

particularly that of his children. Elisa’s vision for First Church is to see us 

as a congregation walking in the “fullness of God.”  I asked him to explain 

further, and he said “When people are here, they will have been changed 

for having encountered God and being more in love with Him. When 

people come, we want them to not only receive but to take Jesus out into 

the world.”  Inwardly strong and outwardly focused. 

Leadership in TIFLeadership in TIF
By Eric Baird

“When people come, we want them 
to not only receive but to take Jesus 
out into the world.” 

–  Elisa Mangesho

Grace Masaku
Grace Masaku is originally from Nairobi, Kenya, and came to Tulsa to get 

her masters in Christian Counseling in 2004. She first met Pastor Wambugu 

through a friend who had come to know him after overhearing him speak 

Swahili in a store. Both she and her husband, Urbanas, were founding 

members of TIF in 2010. 

Grace is an active member of the TIF advisory group and prayer team,  

and she is an integral part of the TIF worship team, having formerly been  

the administrator of that group. She has also served as an elder on session 

and on the TIF leadership team. Though she does not carry a leadership title 

with the worship team, she is very much a leader and mentor both musically  

and personally. Wambugu also invites her to preach at TIF services several 

times a year.

She is grateful for how the TIF community has helped her to grow both 

spiritually and individually.  Grace says of Wambugu, “He has a way of drawing 

gifts out of people and all that I’ve done in TIF is because he has called for 

me.” I asked if there was anything she would like the larger First Church 

community to know about TIF and she said, “One thing I’ve learned with TIF 

and First Church, is the experience of the global church and how God loves 

and uses all different kinds of styles and traditions. We are different, yet one.” 

Who is Grace Masaku? “A lover of Jesus and His people. A wife, mom, sister 

and administrator who tries to do much good in the community.”  

Patrick Kirunda
Patrick Kirunda is originally from Campala, Uganda. His father was a 

police officer and his mother a schoolteacher. Both died when he was 

young. His mother was killed by a lone shooter and his heart-broken father 

drank himself to death. Patrick then grew up in the care of an uncle and his 

grandmother. His grandmother was a “born-again Christian evangelist,” 

who gave Patrick his first Bible and introduced him to Jesus. His first job out 

of high school was with a youth ministry leading retreats and preaching. 

In 2006, Patrick signed up for a diversity exchange program which 

was essentially a green card lottery and was selected to come to the U.S. 

What happened next is nothing short of a miracle. In a dream, an angel 

told him to move to Tulsa and not New York, as was his original plan. He 

had never heard of Tulsa and told his pastor about the dream. The pastor 

just happened to have friends in Tulsa and asked them to host Patrick. He 

soon got a job as a custodian at ORU and then enrolled as a student and 

graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Ministry and Leadership. 

Patrick met Wambugu in 2010 at a worship service when Patrick was 

preaching. At the time, Patrick was leading Victory’s Africa Fellowship. In 

2012, after much prayer, the Lord led Patrick to begin attending TIF. Soon 

after Wambugu began giving him “responsibilities.” First, he became a part 

of the TIF leadership team and then he began to preach on occasion. He is 

now an elder on session and substitutes for Wambugu in leadership and 

preaching when he is out of town. When asked what he would like to share 

with church members, he said “I encourage our congregation to visit TIF 

and experience what it is like to worship in a place where people look and 

worship differently than what they may be used to.” 

“I encourage our congregation to visit TIF and 
experience what it is like to worship in a place 
where people look and worship differently than 
what they may be used to.” 

–  Patrick Kirunda

“God loves and uses all different kinds of styles 
and traditions. We are different, yet one.” 

–  Grace Masaku

http://Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
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The Drama of Doctrine:  
A Canonical-Linguistic Approach  
to Christian Theology (2005)  
Kevin Vanhoozer 
Shows how theology is reflection on and from within the great 

drama of God.

A Secular Age (2007) 
Charles Taylor
Provides a critical evaluation of contemporary culture  

and the need for re-enchantment.

The Christian Imagination: Theology 
and the Origins of Race (2010) 
Willie James Jennings
Grapples with the diseased imagination that emerged within 

colonial Christianity and presents a theological way forward.

Habitation of Wonder (2018) 
Abigail Carroll
Contains brilliant poems that cultivate wonder and worship.
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“Pastor’s Top 10 to read” is a quarterly feature  
in each issue of Tidings. 

Images from prior concert held at First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa.

Confessions (400) 
Augustine 
Shows the power of grace and how  

all theology is biography.

Evangelical Theology:  
An Introduction (1963) 
Karl Barth 
Unfolds a Christ-centered theology with 

deep dependence on God’s word and grace.

Pilgrim at Tinker Creek (1974) 
Annie Dillard 
Reflects on the stunning mystery  

of creation and our place within it.

The Nature of  
True Virtue (1765) 
Jonathan Edwards
Integrates reflection on Christian character 

with a theology of beauty and glory.

 Pastor’s to readTop10

Christ Plays in Ten Thousand 
Places: A Conversation in 
Spiritual Theology (1999) 
Eugene Peterson
Integrates historic Reformed theology, skillful  

biblical reflection and wise pastoral insight.

Selected Poetry 
(1844-1889) 
Gerard Manley Hopkins
Tells truth slant through a mastery of  

sprung rhythm and running rhyme.

In this issue, Theologian in Residence  
Rev. Dr. Wes Vander Lugt shares his  
Top 10 books to read in historical order. 

By Wes Vander Lugt

First Church is so excited to be welcoming back Keith and Kristyn 
Getty in concert on Friday, April 8. The Gettys’ modern hymns are staples 

in many worship services across denominations. Invite your friends and 

family to join us at 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary as we sing along and enjoy 

the performance of these talented musicians. 

The “Christ Our Hope” tour is a fantastic way to get your hearts (and 

voices) prepared for Holy Week, which starts the following Sunday. In 

addition to the concert in the evening, the Gettys will also be sharing their 

spiritual gifts in an afternoon workshop for area worship leaders and 

children’s leaders. 

Getty’s return  
to Tulsa
By Jenni Dollahon

Tickets to the concert are $35 each and are available at  
FirstChurchTulsa.org/Getty22 and in the Atrium during the week. 

http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/Getty22
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In mid-August 2021, the world understood that 

a crisis was erupting in Afghanistan. Who knew 

at that time that the crisis in Afghanistan would 

have such an impact here in Tulsa, almost literally 

the other side of the world?

In the weeks and months since those striking 

images of Afghans fleeing their homeland, 

Oklahoma has opened its hearts, minds, networks and wallets to resettle 

more Afghan families than any other state (per capita). In the Tulsa area, 

this has meant welcoming more than 850 souls to our city, nearly all of 

whom will be in Tulsa by the time this story is published and distributed.

The task has stretched our networks and systems to accommodate  

the needs of the hour. Even now the stretching and growing continues.  

So, what part has First Church played?

Our friends at Catholic Charities, the organization spearheading  

the effort locally, asked us to help in three areas. First, to help with 

providing home furnishings; second, to help organize and host  

outings for Afghans still living in downtown hotels; and finally, helping  

to form teams from within our congregation to support case managers 

by journeying with individual families toward independence over the 

course of the next nine months to a year. Let’s look at these in turn  

on the next page.

Helping Afghans settle in Tulsa
By Rev. James Estes

“Pray that the beauty and love of Jesus will shine like a 
lamp on a lampstand, and that the Holy Spirit will lead 
and guide us all for the joy of heaven and fulfillment 
of God’s holy purpose in Tulsa and beyond.” 

– Rev. James Estes 

Volunteers display signs that welcome Afghans in their own language. 

Volunteer DD Blackman demonstrates hospitality to Afghans at  
the Powerhouse.

Afghan women enjoy making beaded bracelets at the Powerhouse. 

Home furnishings
First Church designated $65,000 for purchasing home furnishings for 

our new neighbors. We also received a donation of $30,000 from Kirk of the 

Hills to help us in this effort. First Church has empowered some wonderful 

volunteers to help find great deals to stretch these dollars as far as possible. 

We have built strong relationships with the folks at the Catholic Charities 

warehouse, and we’ve been asked a few times to pause our purchasing so 

that more space could be organized. At the beginning of 2022, we have spent 

about a third of that money.

Downtown outings
New elder, Laurel Baird, has stepped up in a big way to lead a team of 

volunteers from the downtown churches who are organizing small scale 

outings for our Afghan neighbors staying in hotels downtown while awaiting 

their longer-term housing. Outings have been hosted by First Church, First 

United Methodist, First Baptist and Trinity Episcopal. We are developing an 

outing with these new neighbors to visit Camp Loughridge so they may get  

out of the downtown area and be in nature a bit.

Resettlement support teams
We are organizing informational meetings (many of you will have attended 

these meetings by the time you read this) that discuss opportunities to join in 

a journey of empowerment with a particular Afghan family for nine months to 

a year. Groups within the congregation are being trained in supporting these 

families on a journey toward independence as new Tulsans while growing  

life-long friendships.

The challenges for the whole community continue to be great, but God’s 

grace is ever greater still. Please continue to pray for these new neighbors  

and all those that are working so hard to serve them. 

If you would like to get involved in this effort, please contact  

Britani DiSanti in the church office at bdisanti@FirstChurchTulsa.org. 

Rev. James Estes 

“It is a massive undertaking that has 
required many organizations all over 
the city to step up in big ways.”

– Rev. James Estes
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It was a creative work, this dream of theirs, as in the early stages  

of Masterwork Academy, Jenette McEntire and Duff Points  
 began considering all that might be possible. Yes, a piano lab  

would be marvelous because of the many ways it builds skills.  

This would take time … some years, in fact. But on Thursday, October 

28, 2021, Masterwork’s Green Group, comprised chiefly of third  

graders, made their way into a world where dreams come true.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It was a delight watching them enter the room for the first time,” 

Jenette exclaimed, her face beaming. (Okay, we were having a phone 

conversation, but I know her face was beaming!)

In addition to all the financial planning and physical details  

involved in realizing this dream, engaging just the right music  

teacher was paramount. In 2018, the Lord brought classically trained, 

recently retired Geri Stites to Masterwork’s door. Geri has taught 

music to elementary school children for 32 years. Though initially 

unsure about returning to a world of work, Geri was most excited  

about the prospect of doing sacred music in a public forum. She  

found the combination of faith and fine arts, encouragement to  

teach music straight out of scripture and room to follow promptings 

from the Holy Spirit impossible to resist.

Geri had no trouble catching the piano lab vision. She has been 

eager to see the dream come to fruition and was recently trained by 

Saied Music on the technical aspects of the digital pianos that were 

purchased. “We have seven instruments/music stations that can 

accommodate six students and one teacher.” Geri explained that she will 

be teaching group lessons to Masterwork students who are old enough  

to respect the instrument.  

“Most kids already have an interest in the piano and kids with no 

prior exposure are less intimidated in a group setting,” she said. Geri 

will be teaching fingering technique and music theory, helping the 

children build fingertip muscles, and leading them to compose songs 

independently using rhythms, sounds, etc.

Geri is hopeful that the children will be able to build a repertoire of 

praise songs, including duets and quartets. “They learn so quickly and it 

gives them such a sense of accomplishment,” she stated. Inspiring them  

to pursue music beyond their days at Masterwork Academy is also a goal 

of the program. Geri is currently working on a music curriculum that can 

permanently remain with Masterwork.

As Jenette and Duff began sharing their dream, I don’t know if they 

used the exact same words that Joseph declared to his brothers in 

Genesis, but no matter. Like Joseph’s rise to power and being positioned  

 

to aid his family and an entire nation, so the dream of a piano lab that 

can excite, inspire and reveal creative mysteries has come to  

Masterwork Academy.

“Praise Him with loud clashing cymbals!” – Psalm 150:5b (ESV)  

I’m betting the children will quickly find the button for loud clashing 

cymbals, and to that we say, “Amen!”

They dreamed a dreamThey dreamed a dream
  The Masterwork Piano Lab becomes a reality

By Mariesa Worman

Masterwork Academy 
Piano Lab Vision
As we are created in the 
image of God, he made us 
”to create“ and enjoy his gift 
of music. We hope to inspire, 
teach and help students 
create music of their own.

– From the Masterwork 
vision statement.

Masterwork students in the piano lab.

“He [Joseph] said to them, 
‘Hear this dream that  
 I have dreamed.’” 

– Genesis 37:6

“They learn so quickly 
and it gives them 
such a sense of 
accomplishment.”

– Geri Stites 
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The secret garden  The secret garden  
of spiritual practiceof spiritual practice
By Julia Metcalf 

I t is one thing to have faith, to believe, but we are not called to just 

believe, we are called to discipleship to Christ in which we also  

practice faith. Practice, as defined by the Merriam-Webster 

dictionary, is “To do something regularly, as an ordinary part of your life.” 

Practice is, in essence, a transition from the head to the heart, the mind 

to the body. It is a deliberate move that requires stepping away from the 

noise of daily life. 

As early as the 1st century AD, devoted followers of Jesus Christ  

made their way into the wilderness to remove themselves from the  

things that distracted their hearts, minds and souls from loving  

the Lord. Some hunkered down in caves and lived alone as hermits  

like St. Anthony, “Anthony the Great.” Others created communities  

which upheld collective rhythms, or a “rule of life,” such as the 

Benedictine monks or the Carmelite nuns.

For those reading this, however, that is not the particular call  

on our lives, and yet we too are invited to “Love the Lord our God  

with all our hearts, all our souls, and all our minds.” For us, the  

wilderness is not a physical place set apart from society, but rather  

a spiritual posture we assume. It is an approach with daily devoted 

practices which help us embody the statement from the prophet 

Jeremiah, “You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with  

all your heart,” (Jeremiah 29:13.) 

Perhaps this wilderness can be created through our own rhythm 

of life – the way in which we reorder our days around our devotion to 

Jesus. Such a restructuring makes time for reading the word, engaging in 

worship and sitting still in God’s presence. Through continuous practice, 

the wilderness becomes a secret garden, where silence feels more like 

peace, and where the living water is plentiful and abundant. With time, 

practice makes us feel directly connected to the source of true life  

(John 4:14) and more grounded in the truth of the Lord. 

Finding your own practice is accessible through spiritual disciplines 

that have been passed down to us through centuries of devoted 

Christ-followers. They encompass a large swath of tools, exercises, and 

postures with which we bring ourselves to the foot of the throne and are 

transformed by the presence of God. Disciplines, however, do require … 

well, discipline! But such discipline becomes joy through the daily choice 

to cultivate a closer relationship with Christ.

Will you join me on this journey as we explore practical ways to apply 

the spiritual disciplines to your life? Look for a follow-up story complete 

with a resource list in the next issue of Tidings.

“Through individual action – prayer, reading 
scripture, breath work – we enter a quiet place 
where we hear the voice of God more clearly  
and are transformed.” 

     –  Julia Metcalf

Building a legacyBuilding a legacy
By Katie Williams

On any Sunday morning or at various times during the week, 

congregants find community, support and faith building 

experiences at First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa. It becomes 

our home, our family, and a place where we want to raise our children, 

grow closer to God and feed our faith. That is why the First Presbyterian 

Foundation is such an integral part of the life of the church. 

We not only support the life of the church, but also take care of the 

facilities. I remember walking these halls first as a child and now an adult. 

Although the surfaces have changed, the foundations have not. I want my 

daughter and future grandchildren to walk in those same 

halls. That is why I am a Legacy Society member. 

In 2004, the Board of Trustees 

developed the Legacy Society. To join, 

it is a donation of $1,000. It was a way 

to bring together the people who had 

dedicated their blessings through 

bequests to the church. They are the 

true foundation that generations to 

come will build on to continue the incredible mission of 

First Presbyterian Church. Their like-mindedness and 

vision to share their gifts beyond their lifetimes were the 

standard the foundation was built on. 

What legacy do you want to leave? As you look around the church  

and see the people who are wearing the legacy pin, ask them why?  

I think we all have a story about the connection we have at First 

Presbyterian and joining the Legacy Society will make sure the future 

generations have those same opportunities. Over the next year, there  

will be several gatherings for society members and people who want more 

information. If this interests you, please call Katie Williams 918-292-9063 

or email kwilliams@FirstChurchTulsa.org for more information on joining 

the Legacy Society and how to give to the foundation.

Legacy Society members Lindsey and Todd Schuster.

“I am the true vine, and My Father  

is the vinedresser. Every branch  

in Me … that bears fruit, He prunes  

it so that it may bear more fruit.”  

– John 15:1-2 
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W hen Georgia Kate Pugh was just old enough to join Cubbies 

mid-year, Jason and Nicole Pugh did not know how much 

Cubbies would change their lives for the better. “We were  

asked to volunteer when Georgia Kate entered the program mid-year,”  

Nicole shared. That has led to an enriched experience for Jason and 

Nicole and their children, Georgia Kate who is eight years old and their  

son Will who is six.

This family of four does a lot of things together. Jason said that  

the connection is better when Mom and Dad do it too. That goes from 

coaching basketball to participating in church activities. The fact that the 

entire family is a part of Awana has also strengthened their connection  

to the church. A connection is paramount in this family. 

Jason did not grow up in the church and says he owes his walk  

with God to a friend in high school. He wants his children to be that  

same type of friend to others by immersing them in the word. Nicole 

echoes their commitment and knows that as a child who grew up in  

the church, what a difference it can make in children’s lives. 

But the surprise for Jason and Nicole was how interacting with Awana 

provided them a larger community of friends beyond the connections 

made in Sunday School and worship time. They think of their time 

volunteering with Awana as heavenly gifts. And in turn, they are sharing 

the gifts they were given with others which is very rewarding for  

the entire family. 

If you would like to share your gifts and volunteer, contact the director 

of Children’s Ministry, Sarah Savage at ssavage@FirstChurchTulsa.org. 

Nicole and Jason will tell you it is truly a gift!

HeHeavenly avenly ggiftsifts
Volunteering with First Church Kids  
By Katie Williams

College studentsCollege students  
find community find community 
in Uin UKirkKirk
By Julia Metcalf

The UKirk College Ministry continues to grow. Olivia Martin, a 

sophomore at The University of Tulsa says that UKirk has provided her  

with, “A place to grow closer to the Lord, people who push me to be better, 

and space to be as real and broken as I need without being judged.”

UKirk meets Tuesdays and Sundays and you can find them on Instagram  

@UKirkTulsa. Or, contact Julia Metcalf at jmetcalf@FirstChurchTulsa.org. 

Julia Metcalf with Lydia Campbell and Bella Nolley. UKirk members at summer Float & Flick event.

Gigi Goebel, Julia Metcalf, Julia Campbell, Olivia Martin, Lydia Campbell and Lilyanna Emerick at the Breakfast on Boston event. 

UKirk friends (back) Julia Campbell, Olivia Martin, (front) Lydia Campbell, Gigi Goebel.

Awana is a family commitment for Jason, Will, Nicole and Georgia Kate Pugh. 
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Parish RegisterParish Register
Welcome new members The sacrament of baptism

Perrin Adris Stahl, daughter of Conley and Evan Stahl, was baptized on 
September 26

Kadzo Dama Tsuma, daughter of Rachael and Solomon Tsuma, was  
baptized on November 28

Ryder Youngblood Weierbach, son of Cindy and Dayne Weierbach, was 
baptized on November 28

Eleanor Ruth Rhoa, daughter of Laura and Mark Rhoa, was baptized on 
December 5

Liam Howard Miller, son of Abby and Brett Miller, was baptized on  
December 19

Sullivan Thomas Foon, son of Emily and Jeremy Foon, was baptized on 
December 26

The celebration of Christian marriage
Erin Bird married Troy Smola on October 16

Anna Ren married William Lohrey on November 18

With gratitude for the resurrection
Leo Legg, a member since 1959, died on January 11, 2020

Hugh Watson, a member since 1997, died on August 1, 2020

Robert Shepard, a member since 1951, died on September 24, 2021

Margaret “Maggie B” Jones, a member since 2017, died on October 12, 2021

Ed Nunnelee, a member since 2018, died on October 16, 2021

Kem Cravens, a member since 1993, died on October 25, 2021

Bob Matthews, a member since 1994, died on October 27, 2021

Terry Diacon, a member since 1964, died on October 28, 2021

Harvey Hunt, a member since 1975, died on November 19, 2021

Fred Wightman, a member since 1960, died on December 4, 2021

Eleanor Carmack, a member since 1995, died on December 18, 2021

Nick Broline Dr. Josie Whitley Brandon Evans

Katie Evans Del Gustafson Eva Gustafson

Carson Jones Lexi Jones Jay Lawson

Welcome new staff

Britani DiSanti
Mission, Outreach and TIF 
Ministry Assistant

Brad Morgan Kinnee Tilly Suzanne Tips

Tidings is a quarterly publication of First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa,  
709 South Boston Avenue, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74119.

Read Tidings on our website at FirstChurchTulsa.org/Tidings. If you  
would like to write an article or take photos for the magazine, please  
contact Louann Buhlinger at lbuhlinger@FirstChurchTulsa.org or  
call 918-301-1032. 
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Masterwork  
Piano Lab  
becomes a reality
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Volunteering  
with First  
Church Kids 
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1 Corinthians 6:14

“And God raised the 
Lord and will also raise 
us up by his power.”

Flower cross put together by the  
Children’s Ministry and populated  
with additional flowers from  
the congregation at Easter.

The secret  
garden of  
spiritual practice

p. 14  

The Pastor’s 10:10 Message on Facebook is now called,  

“The Pastor’s Word on Thursday,” and will take place sometime  

that day. Watch for Dr. Jim Miller LIVE on Facebook.

Pastoral care
Please notify us of hospitalizations, births and deaths by  

contacting Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029. There are two numbers  

to call for prayer at any hour including the main church number  

where a pastor on call will be notified, 918-584-4701; or contact  

Paula or Mark Peterson with the Guild of Intercessors at  

918-296-5548 or mandppeterson@msn.com.

Online resources
Find the latest information and  

updates on the First Church website.

  
Website FirstChurchTulsa.org

Event Calendar FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events

Read and subscribe to E-News FirstChurchTulsa.org/E-News

Sunday bulletins FirstChurchTulsa.org/Bulletins

First Church merchandise   CafePress.com/FirstChurchTulsa

Regular worship schedule
8:00 a.m.  Chapel Traditional Worship

8:30 a.m.  Stephenson Hall Contemporary Worship

11:00 a.m.  Sanctuary Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m.  Stephenson Hall Contemporary Worship

11:00 a.m.  Great Hall Tulsa International  
  Fellowship (TIF) Worship

Inquirers’  Inquirers’  
ClassClass

Ready for the next steps  
to membership?

Join us for our next Inquirers’ Class. For more information, contact 

Patricia Hall, director of new member outreach at 918-301-1028 or 

email phall@FirstChurchTulsa.org. 
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First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa 
FirstChurchTulsa.org

@FirstChurchTulsa  @1stChurchTulsa @FirstChurchTulsaFirst Presbyterian Church of Tulsa

8:00 a.m. Chapel, Traditional Worship

8:30 a.m. Stephenson Hall,  
Contemporary Worship

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary, Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. Stephenson Hall,  
Contemporary Worship

11:00 a.m. Great Hall, Tulsa International 
Fellowship (TIF) Worship

Worship with us.

Watch E-News or the website calendar at FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events  
for worship changes or additions.

Shabeau the donkey  
on Palm Sunday, 2021.

http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events

