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The word Lent is derived from the Latin for fortieth. This is because Lent 

marks the 40 days leading up to Holy Week, in which we remember Jesus’ 

betrayal, abandonment, suffering, death and (eventually) his triumphant 

resurrection. This period of 40 days is understood by the Church to be a 

penitential season. This begs the question, what is a penitential season?

The presupposition of the Christian faith, and of Lent in particular, is 

that our biggest problems are not ‘out there’ in the world. A primary cause 

of the anguish and sorrow of the human family is ‘me.’ Through my own 

thoughts, habits, attitudes and predispositions, I perpetuate all that is 

wrong and broken in this world. I am complicit. If you believe this at some 

level, then you are close to being Christian and Lent is for you.

The thought goes on from there, that if God’s good creation will ever  

be healed and restored to God’s good design, if God’s dream for creation  

is ever to come true, then my life cannot continue as it is. My life must be 

completely different. And how can I be any different than I am? The Church 

has long answered this question with the word, penance.

Dallas Willard wrote, “Grace is opposed to earning, not effort. And it is 

well directed, decisive, and sustained effort that is the key to the keys of  

the kingdom and to the life of restful power in ministry and life that those 

keys open to us.” An illustration might be helpful.

In summer of 2012 I had an ACL reconstruction. I had a wonderful 

surgeon who performed a brilliant surgery. I have never had any 

complications. Two days after surgery, I had my first visit with the physical 

therapist. It was a love/hate relationship from the first. When I wasn’t in her 

office, she was one of my favorite people. She led me in exercises that were 

painful, she measured ranges of motion and strength, and she told me to  

do painful things at home in my leisure time. I did not like doing them, but 

she put the fear of God in me. She told me that I would never regain full 

function of my knee if I did not do the painful work.

This is something like the way penance works in our spiritual growth. 

Penance isn’t the surgery. It doesn’t fix broken things in us. And you and  

I are not the surgeon. We cannot right what is deeply broken within our  

own affections and desires. But the great physician has done something 

to us (and in us and for us), something that we often cannot see with the 

naked eye. 

And penance is a way for us to agree with that work, to allow that work 

to have its full effect.

Physical therapy isn’t the only love/hate relationship in my life. I love 

fasting (when I’m not fasting). I am always glad to have been in worship, 

but sometimes have a hard time being energized for it beforehand. And it is 

this way with prayer also, and Bible study, and Christian accountability and 

so many other aspects of the life of faith. 

But if we will give ourselves to these sometimes-painful exercises, slowly 

we will find that our inward lives are taking a different shape, that our 

affections and longings are somehow beginning to look (just a little bit) 

more like Jesus.

And this is the heart of Lent—that what is deeply true and good  

and beautiful—that which is worthy of our best energy can be seen 

supremely in Jesus. He is where true joy and fulfillment can be found.  

This Lent, embrace a difficult (or even a little painful) practice. Read a 

gospel through every week and make Sunday worship a top priority. 

Dedicate regular and frequent time for fasting and prayer. Join a Lenten 

K-group. Let’s see if 40 days doesn’t begin to make a bit of difference in 

solving the world’s biggest problems.

Schedule 
Ash Wednesday dinner and worship

Wednesday, February 17
Soup dinner 5:30 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Worship service 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Join us for this first day of Lent and holy day of prayer.

Wednesday Lenten conversations
Wednesdays, February 24 - March 31
6:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall
New this year, replacing the Wednesday night Lenten worship  
service, join us in Stephenson Hall for vibrant discussions  
about prayer, penance and Lent. For those who can’t join us  
in person, these conversations will be recorded and available  
at FirstChurchTulsa.org/LentenConvo21. 

 Spring Festival
Saturday, March 27 
Join us for a children’s egg hunt, Bible lessons and more.  
Location and time to be shared soon.

Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 28, 8:30 a.m. Stephenson Hall  
11 a.m. Sanctuary; 11 a.m. Great Hall; 5 p.m. Vespers

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 1, 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary; Service of Darkness
A moving Tenebrae service with communion and music by the  
Chancel Choir ensemble. 

Prayer Vigil
Thursday, April 1 through Sunday, April 4; 24/7
To participate, register online at FirstChurchTulsa.org/prayervigil21.

Good Friday worship
Friday, April 2 at noon, Sanctuary
The Seven Words of Jesus from the Cross. This service will  
be broadcast online. See links below. 

TIF-led Easter Watchnight worship service
Saturday, April 3 at 11 p.m.; Great Hall

Easter worship services: Resurrection Day
Sunday, April 4
Sunrise worship at 6:30 a.m., Camp Loughridge
8:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall 
11 a.m., Sanctuary - broadcast online and on Cox Ch. 3
TIF worship, 11 a.m.; Great Hall - broadcast online

For regular Sunday worship hours, see page 15 or visit our website.

“And this is the heart of Lent—that what is deeply true  
and good and beautiful—that which is worthy of our  
best energy can be seen supremely in Jesus.” 

– Rev. James Estes

What is Lent?

By Rev. James Estes 

Lent and Holy Week  Lent and Holy Week  

Watch worship online and TV: 
Check our web calendar for links to broadcast 
services. Just click the links and you will be 
taken to the service live or following the event. 
FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events.
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W hat do you do during a pandemic? You pray. You send your 

best minds into laboratories to find something that can 

thwart the disease. You follow protocols that hinder its spread. 

And, once a vaccine is proven effective, you do everything you can to 

deliver it to the world. 

For all the harm it’s done, the COVID-19 pandemic presents us with a 

profound spiritual gift; it may be the single most compelling parable in our 

generation of how the Bible understands the human condition. And why 

it’s a matter of singular urgency to deliver the Good News to the world. 

Every week I receive an e-mail from Dr. James Tour, a synthetic, organic 

chemist from Rice University in Houston. The most recent one began like 

this: “Dear Friends, this week three people gave their lives to Jesus. The 

three live in London. This is how it happened … ”

I urge you to go to his website, JMTour.com. Currently, his webpage 

begins the way I would expect it, "Professor Tour seeks to hire a  

talented synthetic organic chemist post doc to work on the synthesis  

of nanomachines for drilling into cells.” Whatever that means. 

Then comes the surprise. The very next paragraph references a Zoom 

Bible study that Dr. Tour offers weekly for anyone interested. And then 

this: “Dr. Tour will initiate a private Zoom call with anyone who is not a 

believer in Jesus but would like to hear his story about how he became 

a man with faith in Jesus, the Son of God. If interested, send Dr. Tour an 

email to make the request.”

In other words, “If you’d like to talk to me about life and faith, about how 

Jesus came into my life, let’s talk. Let’s Zoom. Send me an e-mail and we’ll 

get started.”

I wonder if you’ve ever had a conversation with someone outside your 

family about faith and life? If you’ve ever nudged a person a bit closer to 

Jesus? If you’ve ever prayed for someone, or prayed with someone to 

embrace Jesus as the Lord of life? 

If your answer is “not really,” welcome to a very large club! Your 

response may go further than that. “I’m not called to evangelism,” you 

might say. “Others could do that better than I.” Or maybe you’d love to be 

able to share Jesus with others but simply feel unprepared, unequipped. I 

share many of these feelings with you. 

But I also believe that this calling is one of the great privileges we have 

when we embrace Jesus as the Giver of Life —not just for us —but for the 

whole world! 

I’d like to invite you to join me and Professor Jerry McCoy, physicist 

from The University of Tulsa, in a “laboratory” here at First Church. After 

Easter we’re going to gather a group of folks together, focus our thoughts 

on evangelism and take it to the streets. Really! Each meeting we’ll talk 

about what we experienced when we sought to engage folks to consider 

the person and work of Jesus. 

There’s much we can learn about this aspect of discipleship and all 

kinds of reasons to learn it. 

 

The great apostle puts it this way, “I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is 

the power of God for salvation — to the Jew first and also to the Gentile!” 

– Romans 1:16 

Let me know if you’d like to be part of this “living experiment” in the 

laboratory of evangelism. I’d love to have you join us. 
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What do we do  
with the Good News? 

Have you ever prayed for something specifically or worked on 

something for a long time and then, suddenly, when you least 

expect it, things simply fall into place? Then, after reflection, we 

realize that this is not happenstance, but instead God at work in our lives. 

First Church has seen God at work in many ways this year, especially with 

gifts of the humankind! 

When I last wrote in Tidings, we were searching for a theologian who 

could teach, preach and support our pastors across multiple areas. 

Simultaneously, Janie Long, our parish visitor, moved from Tulsa leaving  

a vacancy in another critical role. 

Then, unsolicited, Dr. Miller received a phone call from a pastor he  

knew saying that he was moving back to Tulsa following his retirement 

from his Church in Florida. Was he looking for a job? No. Had Jim reached 

out to him to see if he was interested in one of the two roles we had? No. 

Simply a random phone call between two Presbyterian pastors that had 

known each other for years. Or was it?

The pastor, Wally Johnson, 

just retired from his senior 

pastor role at Northminster 

Presbyterian Church in 

Sarasota, Florida. Prior to 

moving to Sarasota, Wally was 

the pastor at First Presbyterian 

Church in Sapulpa. He is a 

reformed theologian, perfectly 

aligned with First Church’s 

belief and practice, and is 

joining First Church as our 

parish associate March 1, 

filling parts of both open roles 

in which we were searching. 

Things simply “fell into place.” 

In Wally’s words, his heart sings as he teaches and preaches the gospel, 

and watches people connect with God. He is an outstanding theologian, 

gifted preacher and his heart is in caring for others. He and his wife, 

Joyce, have five children and six grandchildren and are looking forward to 

returning to Tulsa to reconnect with old friends and make new ones. “I love 

this journey of faith we are on and the joy of daily finding out more and 

more about the greatness of God and his loving heart in Jesus Christ.” 

Another human resource 

blessing came in December when 

the foundation trustees hired 

Katie Williams to fill the role of 

First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa 

Foundation director. Like Wally, Katie 

wasn’t looking for a job nor even aware 

that the foundation director role was 

open. Katie has grown up at First 

Church, met her husband Glenn at First 

Church, and with their daughter, Ellie, 

are regulars at the 8:00 a.m. Chapel 

service. Katie is an active member of 

the Session and serves as chair of the  

Congregational Life committee. Katie is a gifted marketing executive with 

a love of First Church and the Lord. She believes that “every generation 

depends on the one before to help guide them about the importance of 

leaving a path. This can be time, talents or wealth.” Katie is excited to, 

“share the story of the foundation and how it helps the mission of  

the Church.” 

Please welcome Wally to First Church  

and congratulate Katie on her new role  

with the foundation.  

It is good news when things fall into place 
 By Kimberly Jones, Personnel Committee chairperson

“The Lord has done great things for us, and we  

are filled with joy.” 
 – Psalm 126:3

By Rev. Dr. Jim Miller

Joyce and Wally Johnson

Katie Williams

“In Jesus Christ we’ve got the 100 percent effective  
cure of the greatest pandemic ever to touch the  
human condition. The question for each of us is  
what will we do with it?” 

– Rev. Dr. Jim Miller

Dr. James Tour speaking with the Scheiper family.
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Carolyn Burleson is from Tulsa and as a 

scholarship student in the Chancel Choir, she is 

working toward a master’s degree in Computer 

Science at The University of Tulsa. Not long ago,  

she began attending First Church with her sister 

who plays the cello with our worship team.

Carolyn had missed being part of a faith 

community and had long been hoping to again 

perform choral music. Worshiping at First Church has provided her with 

what she says is, “The best spiritual fit since childhood.” Teary-eyed, 

Carolyn expressed that she has never felt so welcome. She has found our 

congregation to be a Christian family that genuinely cares about faith and 

said she feels a connection that words cannot explain. 

“My life has been transformed,” she exclaimed. Carolyn is thrilled to be 

singing, especially during this pandemic and believes there is presently no 

better way for her to express her reinvigorated faith.

 

 

 

Jane Wiseman and Marianne Boshuizen 
have been growing together as friends while 

performing in various music groups at First Church 

for decades. As stories go, once upon a time, 

Jane played on an adult soccer team with Harriet 
Peacher, who invited her to come play recorders 

and handbells. That is how Jane met Marianne, 

who had attended First Church since infancy. 

Jane appreciates the challenge and musicality encountered playing 

in a group. “It opened up a whole new dimension in music and Christian 

history to me,” she declared.

Marianne finds the music groups to often be 

satisfying and intimate. She named long-time 

participants including Sherye Halliburton,  

Judith Land and Norma Wallace. Marianne greatly 

enjoys playing new arrangements of old hymns. 

Consider all that must have happened in the 

lives of these ladies since “the bells” first called 

their names. Much has changed throughout the 

world, in our society, with their families, at First Church, etc.; yet their 

friendship and devotion to their craft has remained true. Reminds me of 

a line in a song: “Ever just the same; ever a surprise! Ever as before, ever 

just as sure as the sun will rise!” 

 “God and music are very intertwined, and He speaks to us 
inside and out through it. It is a different dimension.”

– Marianne Boshuizen

“I had no inkling how broad and diverse Christian 
music was until I began playing music at Church.”

– Jane Wiseman

Pure joy of teaching 
By Katie Williams

Best friends since the sixth grade, Janine Burline and Deidre Savage have been 

leading the next generation into the love of a Christ-centered world since the early 

2000s. Every week they are grateful for how each life they have enriched has touched 

their hearts. Janine focuses on the importance of the kids making a connection with each 

other as they grow in the knowledge and love of Christ. She wants them to have the lasting 

friendships she sees her daughter having with friends at Church and shares with Deidre.  

They even pray with their class every week, thanking the Lord for “bringing us together to  

be with our friends.” 

Deidre says it keeps her young to see the world through their eyes. Learning with the kids 

is as fun as teaching them. It is a real joy in their week. So, when the Church re-opened, they 

could not wait to come back and see their class. Their dedication has walked one group 

from pre-K all the way to fourth grade and now they are doing it again. These two incredible 

disciples agree, no matter what age of child they are teaching, watching the lightbulbs come 

on and seeing their growth is nothing but pure joy!

Every week two generations share a smile, a hello and the love of Christ with the children  

of First Presbyterian. Cindy DeVore and her daughter Elizabeth are both dedicated to the 

kids, teaching about the love of Christ and the Church. 

Cindy came to First Church in the fourth grade and started working with the children’s 

program in high school and never stopped. It gives her a break in her week, and she loves 

seeing the twinkle in their eyes as they grow in the love of Jesus. She continued when her kids 

were in the program, teaching them the importance of sharing your gifts. 

Elizabeth grew up in the Church and wanted to give to others all the guidance and love she 

had received. She has helped with the children’s program as long as she can remember.  

She loves the connection with the children. She has taught the same students from 

Kindergarten to fourth grade. She says, “They are my friends and I missed not seeing them.” 

They even had Zoom meetings this spring. They both said the greatest joy is seeing the 

children understand the importance of Church and how we serve and love the Lord, and they 

are great examples.

“These two incredible disciples agree watching the lightbulbs  
come on and seeing their growth is nothing but pure joy!”

Ringers and singers
By Mariesa Worman

“Worshiping at First Church is the best spiritual fit  
for me since childhood.”

– Carolyn Burleson

How to get involved
If you have been thinking about helping in  

the children's area now or in the future, contact 

Sarah Savage, director of Children's Ministry 

at 918-584-4701 or email her at ssavage@
firstchurchtulsa.org. Your call will change  

the life of a child and add pure joy to yours.

Cindy and Elizabeth DeVore

Marianne BoshuizenCarolyn Burleson

Jane Wiseman

Newspaper clipping  
from 1989 including  
Jane Wiseman plus other 
First Church ringers.

Janine Burline Deidre Savage

– Katie Williams

Isn’t that just like our Lord? Whether young and newly inspired or a 

seasoned veteran with much to reflect upon, we are given a visual of 

Isaiah 40:29: “He gives power to the faint; and to them that have no 

might, He increases strength.” It is the only way any of us remain faithful.

We praise His name 

for this and more as we 

raise our voices in song 

and listen to the bells 

ring out their palpable 

good news: “Joy! 

Beauty! Grace! Mercy! 

Love!” You hear it, 

don’t you?
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The cross is the universal emblem for Christ and Christianity. 

To the Christian it represents salvation and is seen throughout 

the Christian world. From large Celtic crosses, tiny crosses and 

symbolic crosses, our Church teems with this sacred image, many  

hidden within the art and architecture. 

As you walk through the courtyard, the large Celtic cross may go 

unrecognized due to its placement in the paving. The fountain represents 

the circle, the symbol for Christ’s victory over death. Being “without 

beginning or end,” the circle symbolizes eternity or eternal life.

Artists often use elements from nature to symbolize an object, a 

person or even an emotion. A tree in a sacred painting may be prophesy. 

Both the Old and New Testaments speak of the role of the tree in our faith. 

Gal. 3:13 harkens to Deut. 21:23 when we read, “But Christ has rescued us 

from the curse pronounced by the law. When he was hung on the cross, 

he took upon himself the curse for our wrongdoing. For it is written in the 

Scriptures, ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.’” 

Many are not aware nor noticed one of the smallest crosses, located 

in the “Good Shepherd” window at the west end of the sanctuary. 

The design, an upside down “Y” is the Trinity Cross. Note the three 

equal branches, reminiscent of a tree. The design is repeated in other 

medallions, but this is the simplest.  

 

 

 

Another example of the tree symbol and perhaps least recognized 

hidden cross, is in the Kerr Chapel window “Christ Blessing the Children.” 

Notice the tree in the upper right. The cross is often likened to the Tree of 

Paradise or the Tree of Life, the arbor vitae and as lignum vitae. The trunk 

and branches remind us of the “Y” or Trinity cross. The artist is conveying 

a message, foreshadowing the sacrifice.

During this season of Lent, may we be observant of the symbolic 

crosses of our family and friends, and acknowledge the crosses in our own 

lives. Be alert to the “hidden crosses.” 

Hidden crosses
By Joan Williams Hoar

Celtic cross design can be seen in the paving of First Church courtyard.

The Trinity cross is shown  
as an upside down "Y" in  
the left medallion of the  
Good Shepherd window.

The symbolic tree in the "Christ Blessing  
the Children" window in Kerr Chapel.

“For you placed the salvation of the human 
race on the wood of the cross, so that, where 
death arose, life might again spring forth 
and the evil one, who conquered on a tree, 
might likewise on a tree be conquered, 
through Christ our Lord.” 

– Liturgy of the Exaltation of the Cross
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“From large Celtic crosses, tiny crosses and symbolic 
crosses, our Church teems with this sacred image, 
many hidden within the art and architecture.”

– Joan Williams Hoar
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A devoted teacher in the Word
by Hannah Elliott

Dr. Arden Autry

Arden Autry graduated from ORU in 1970 with a bachelor’s in Bible 

and a minor in New Testament Greek. Later he earned a doctorate 

from Baylor, but his love for teaching began in high school. Autry 

joined Future Teachers of America to spend more time with his girlfriend. 

Little did he know that the moment he taught a class, he would be called 

to teaching. “A magic moment happened … I was explaining algebra 

homework to the students. My cousin was in the class and she looked 

confused. After explaining a little more, I saw her face change from being 

confused to suddenly getting it.” That magic moment made Arden want  

to devote himself to teaching. 

In college, he acknowledged his call to Christian ministry, but he  

realized his Bible professors were fulfilling their own ministry. “They  

were teaching me the Word of God.” When asked why he chooses to  

teach versus pastoring, Arden said pastoring “doesn’t satisfy me  

like teaching does; I feel like it’s what God put me on earth to do.” 

After teaching at ORU and serving as Adult Education minister at First 

United Methodist (FUMC), Arden and his wife June moved to Ireland to 

start a Scripture school. Upon returning to Tulsa, he served as a scholar-

in-residence at FUMC. He began teaching Monday School at First 

Presbyterian Church of Tulsa in 2018. 

On topics ranging from The Four Gospels to The Apostles Creed, ask  

any of his students and they will tell you how enriching his teaching is. 

Autry disciples to his students through teaching the Word of God. If you 

ask him, he will remind you of the importance of being in the Word and 

how elevating it will be in your everyday life. “The most important shaping 

for our thinking and feelings is God’s Word. Growth in joy and trust doesn’t 

happen by accident. Growth needs cultivation. We need to think more and 

more after the mind of Christ through Scripture. We need to be deliberate 

about it.”

“The most important shaping for our thinking  
and feelings is God’s Word.”

– Dr. Arden Autry

Dr. Autry leading Monday School in Kirkland Library.

Sponsored by First Church, the Works of HeART studio began at Tulsa’s Day Center 

for the Homeless in 2009. Every Monday morning, clients are invited to participate 

in the relaxed environment of creating art, enjoying coffee, listening to music, and 

conversing and encouraging each other as artists. 

Artistic opportunities of drawing, painting, sculpting, jewelry and a variety of other 

projects promote feelings of accomplishment and self-worth, a welcomed escape from 

their present circumstances. 

About a dozen attend the open studio each week 

serving more than 500 participants annually. Many 

of the artists have exhibited their artwork in art 

shows and gallery exhibits; and have participated in 

field trips to Gilcrease and Philbrook to expand their 

artistic development. 

The Works of HeART program has received a President’s Volunteer Award, been 

named a Change Agent in Tulsa, and was honored with the 2020 Heart of Henry 

Volunteer Award. If you would like to be a part of this rewarding ministry, please  

contact Cindy Johnson at 918-625-7199. No formal artistic experience is needed. 

Works of HeARTWorks of HeART
By Cindy Johnson
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The ministry of a deacon as defined in the P.C. (USA) Book of Order 

is, “One of compassion, witness, and service; sharing in the redeeming 

love of Jesus Christ.” With so many changes and challenges in the year 

2020, we knew this still had to be our mission. The annual Deacon Day 
of Care is normally a one-day project where we send out teams to serve 

Church members around Tulsa by cleaning up their yards and fixing 

things around their homes. 

The event originally scheduled for May was postponed but finding 

a way to help others was still important. Every Saturday of August and 

one weekend in October we extended our Day of Care into multiple 

weeks. Members of the Board of Deacons, their families and other 

Church volunteers joined in to complete outside jobs for 11 congregation 

members. Bob Farris, a faithful deacon volunteer said, “The first house 

we worked on was Linda Hunter’s home. While she couldn’t come 

outside due to her health problems, her son, Bob, said he told her what 

we had done, and she was so grateful. Linda died a few weeks later and 

hopefully our efforts gave her a little peace of mind about something I 

know had been on her mind.”

Many of the people involved in the days of care were those who did 

not feel comfortable participating in Sunday worship or other Church 

events during the pandemic. There were reunions, great times of 

fellowship and laughter, sharing of joys and concerns and prayers for 

each other and the members we were serving. “It was very meaningful to 

see and visit people in person. Despite the social distancing and masks, 

it was easy to feel the love and the Lord’s presence. It was a great thing 

and something we will continue in 2021,” says Joe Land, co-moderator 

of Deacons 2021. We look forward to having full months of Deacon Days 

of Care in both the spring and fall.

 John 13:14 says, “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.” As called and 

ordained deacons to ministries of care and compassion, we hope to 

continue to serve others in creative ways in 2021. Please let Elizabeth 
DeVore, eldevore7@gmail.com; or Joe Land, dogfaceboy@aol.com; 

know if you or someone you know is in need.

Deacons provide multiple days of care
By Elizabeth DeVore

Support for those going through addiction
By Karla M. Kerby, Ph.D. L.M.F.T.

Addiction is a lonely struggle … but there is help. Many times, the stigma someone may feel stops them from reaching 

out to get help. Faith Partners (FP), a confidential addiction ministry at First Church, helps to find resources and 

provide compassionate support with that struggle. Faith Partners began in Texas in 1995 and has spread to over 1,000 

congregations across the country. Nationwide, the FP teams understand the problem of addiction through personal 

experience and training. 

Living with an addiction is always difficult but now with the pandemic creating stress, isolation  

and loss, it has become even more difficult. Allowing shame and stigma to stop you from seeking help 

should never be an option. If you are needing help, Faith Partners is there. Resources and addiction 

literature are available in the northwest corner of the Miller Library in First Church. If you have 

questions about recovery and support, you can make a confidential call to the Church at (918) 584-

4701 and ask for a member of the Faith Partners team to contact you. 

Disciples alleviate hunger
By Louann Buhlinger

For nearly a year, members of First Church have joined with 

members of First Baptist Church North Tulsa (FBCNT) to give 

away food to those in need. “At first we provided groceries from 

Helping Hand Ministry to supplement the food First Baptist distributed,” 

said Allison Biggs. “Then, in September, we began volunteering with 

FBCNT members at their Church on Friday afternoons to help distribute 

food to families.”

“Serving side by side with our brothers and sisters in Christ has been 

a highlight of my week,” said volunteer, Cindy DeVore. “I look forward to 

the fellowship and fun with new friends from FBCNT and the community 

that is being served. “Joining with FBCNT volunteers is the most tangible 

and direct way we can bridge the divide,” Tim Clement said. “We should 

be diligent in finding ways to continue and expand this relationship.”

To date, 18 First Church disciples have served as Grocery Giveaway 

volunteers and 13,000 families have been served. “I can’t begin to 

explain how much I and other First Church volunteers love serving 

alongside our FBCNT brothers and sisters,” said Biggs. “For many of us, 

the Grocery Giveaway day is the highlight of our week.”

Would you like to volunteer? Reach out to Allison Biggs at 

allisonbiggs@gmail.com. 

 “I always feel the incredible joy of working together  
for Jesus and the wonderful payment of shared  
smiles, laughter and the coming together of all  
God’s children.” 

  – John McCormack

“It was very meaningful to see and visit people in 
person. Despite the social distancing and masks, it 
was easy to feel the love and the Lord’s presence.” 

– Joe Land

Patricia Hall, Faith Partners  
staff liaison.
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Parish RegisterParish Register

Welcome to the staff

Welcome new members 

The sacrament of baptism
Jay Henry Seibert, son of Lauren and Dylan Seibert, was baptized 
on November 22.

Gwendolyn Mira Crowe, daughter of Paige and JJ Crowe, was 
baptized on December 13.

Sophia Grace Miller, daughter of Abby and Brett Miller, was baptized 
on December 13.

The joy of new life – we welcome 
Georgia Kate Seibert, daughter of Katie and Bradley Seibert,  
was born on September 26, 2020.

Tinsley McClain Rowland Fries, daughter of Rebekah and  
Robert Fries, was born on October 1, 2020.

Adrian Dennis Remondet, son of Trevor and Jessica Remondet,  
was born on November 11.

The celebration of Christian marriage
Caroline Fravel and Harold Jones were married on September 19.

Carly Chalmers and Barrett Powers were married on October 3.

Haley Surface and Joe Drago were married on October 10.

Emily Manring and Ethan Willard were married on November 15.

With gratitude for the resurrection
Laura Vickery, a member since 2015, died June 15.

Katherine Reid, a member since 1981, died September 14.

Betty Wills, a member since 1978, died September 14.

Kitty Brumbaugh, a member since 2003, died September 19.

Bob Balch, a member since 2003, died September 26.

Eugene Gilbert, a member since 1997, died September 30.

Robert Perryman, a member since 1933, died October 6.

Karen McCay, a member since 1990, died October 12.

Rick Spellman, a member since 2003, died October 24.

David (Bur) Blue, a member since 2017, died November 12.

Jim Lewis, a member since 1948, died November 28.

Calvin Swindell, a member since 1934, died December 9.

Walt MacMillan, a member since 2001, died December 29.

Fred Droege, a member since 1994, died December 30.

Ready for the next steps to membership?
Join us for our next Inquirers Class. For more information,  

contact Patricia Hall, director of new member outreach at  

918-301-1028 or email phall@firstchurchtulsa.org. 

Tidings is a quarterly publication of First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa,  
709 South Boston Avenue, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74119.

Read past issues of Tidings on our website at FirstChurchTulsa.org/
tidings. If you would like to write an article or take photos for the magazine, 
please contact Louann Buhlinger at lbuhlinger@FirstChurchTulsa.org  
or call 918-301-1032. 

Editorial Team: Duff Points, Hannah Elliott, Louann Buhlinger,  
Patricia Hall  
Contributors: Cindy Johnson, Courtaney Miller, Elizabeth DeVore,  
Hannah Elliott, Rev. James Estes, Rev. Dr. Jim Miller, Joan Williams Hoar, 
John McCormack, Katie Williams, Kathy Wilson, Kelly Brown, Karla M. 
Kerby, Ph.D., Kimberly Jones, Louann Buhlinger, Mariesa Worman,  
Patricia Hall, Paul Marsh 

Designer: Paul Marsh 

Editor: Louann Buhlinger
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- 1 Peter 1:3 NRSV

“Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his 
great mercy he has given us a 
new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead.”

Lent/Easter  
Schedule 
p. 3 

Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10:10 a.m. – Pastor’s Message
In 2020, we developed a wonderful archive  

of Pastor’s Messages and worship services 

on Facebook Live. Link over to watch 

past broadcasts at Facebook.com/
FirstChurchTulsa/videos.

We are open for Sunday worship and welcome you to attend.  

If you would like to continue viewing from home, two of our services  

are broadcast online and traditional worship is broadcast on  

television. For an updated worship schedule, check our website  

at: FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events 

8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship, Sundays, Stephenson Hall

11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship, Sundays, Sanctuary

Watch on Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Cox Cable Ch. 3 at 11 a.m., 5 p.m. and 10 p.m.

11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship  
Sundays, Great Hall

Watch on Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa

5:00 p.m. – Vespers Evening Worship 
Sundays, Courtyard

Stay in the know, read E-News
Would you like the bi-monthly E-News 

delivered to your inbox? Sign up at  

FirstChurchTulsa.org/Enews-signup.  

Our newsletter includes all the latest  

updates on worship, events and activities  

in and around First Church Tulsa.

Social media
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn.

@FirstChurchTulsa

@1stChurchTulsa

@FirstChurchTulsa

First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa

Event Updates
For all the latest news on worship, special events and more, visit our 

website calendar at FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events and read the  

semi-monthly E-News found at FirstChurchTulsa.org/E-news

Stay informed ...
Find the latest information and  

updates on the First Church website.

  
 Church events FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events

 Feature stories FirstChurchTulsa.org/Stories

 First Church E-News  FirstChurchTulsa.org/E-News

 Tidings magazine FirstChurchTulsa.org/Tidings

 Sunday bulletins  FirstChurchTulsa.org/Bulletins

 First Church Merch  CafePress.com/FirstChurchTulsa

Ray Burigo Libby Freeman Katie Gerhardt

Katy Imel

Chuck Price

Willie Cowan, maintenance

Betty Price Jon Steiner

Quint McCabe Mary Muriithi

Pastoral care
If you would like to inform us of someone in the hospital or a  

birth, marriage or death, please call 918-584-4701. Do you need  

prayer? Call 918-584-4701 and ask for Kathy Wilson or contact Paula 
or Mark Peterson with the Guild of Intercessors at 918-296-5548  

or mandppeterson@msn.com. For afterhours emergencies, please 

call 918-584-4701.

Worship

1/14/2021 Customize Your Email
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E-News – January 15, 2021 – First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa

“But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.”
– Romans 5:8 NRSV

New events and more ...
To get updated information on worship and events, find our calendar online.

Register worship attendance Download bulletins

Contemporary worship
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.; Stephenson Hall

Traditional worship
Sundays at 11:00 a.m.; Sanctuary
Also watch on Livestream, or Facebook
Cox Ch. 3 at 11 a.m., 5 p.m. & 10 p.m.

TIF worship
Sundays at 11:00 a.m.; Great Hall
Also watch on Livestream, or Facebook

Vespers Evening Worship
Sundays at 5:00 p.m.; Courtyard

Prayer Worship
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Worship with us
Contemporary worship

Sundays at 8:30 a.m.; Stephenson Hall

Traditional worship
Sundays at 11:00 a.m.; Sanctuary
Also watch online* or Cox Ch. 3  
at 11 a.m., 5 p.m. & 10 p.m.

TIF worship
Sundays at 11:00 a.m.; Great Hall
Also watch online* 

Vespers Evening Worship
Sundays at 5:00 p.m.; Courtyard

*Find links to online broadcasts in our  
events calendar at FirstChurchTulsa.org/events  
or watch on Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa.

Connect with us
@firstchurchtulsa

@1stchurchtulsa

@firstchurchtulsa

First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa

First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa 
www.FirstChurchTulsa.org


