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PASTOR’S LETTER

It is traditional to fast during Lent. Fasting is a practice 
associated with mourning and grief. It’s not a season of 

pious self-discipline; it’s a season of gut-wrenching heartache. 
Fasting is also a work of repentance, both personal and 
corporate. Taken in total, Lent is a season of hunger, 
mourning, and repentance — each an aspect of the life that 
Jesus calls blessed.

The blessedness of these things strikes us paradoxically. We 
do not naturally imagine hunger and grief to be avenues to 
blessedness. Yet, in the Sermon on the Mount this is just the 
vision of blessedness that confronts us. Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, and those who mourn, and those who hunger for 
justice, and the meek. These are the fortunate few who are 
living the blessed life.

Because the paradoxes of the kingdom are counter-intuitive, 
we have to practice them. They will not become intuitive for 
us unless we trust them to carry us. We must bring ourselves 
into harmony with the inverted values of God’s Kingdom if 
we ever expect to experience and trust their blessedness. The 
blessedness comes in no other way.

The question that greets us at the threshold of Lent is 
this: will a season of hunger, mourning, and poverty of 
spirit really lead to goodness, beauty, blessing and joy? Or, 
can I better engage these sacred gifts with a full belly, an 
optimistic outlook, and business as usual?

The inverted values of the Kingdom of God were not only 
seen in Jesus’ teachings, like the Beatitudes, but they were  
also observable in his life. Jesus is Rachel who weeps for her 
dead children; Jesus is Isaiah’s suffering servant. But Jesus is 
also anointed with joy above all his companions. It was for the 
joy set before him that he endured the cross. Jesus was a man 
of great sorrow and a man of overflowing, abundant joy.

Lent becomes an opportunity to follow Jesus into a 
paradoxical life where the goal is not to fill our bellies, fill 
our barns, fill our hearts, or fill our pews. The goal is to be 
close to the father’s heart. In Lent we share in the agony 
and complicity of our broken world and in the hope of the 
Kingdom of God. And God’s hope does not disappoint us. 

Somehow it causes God’s Kingdom to belong to us more and 
more as our poverty of spirit grows.

During Lent this year I invite you to join me in putting 
the paradoxical values of discipleship to Jesus into practice 
through prayer. Fast and hunger with me; grieve and mourn 
with me. Grow with me in poverty of spirit (that is, diminish 
in self-sufficiency).

Along the way I believe that we will discover again that the 
Kingdom of God, in the midst of its paradoxical values, is 
truly abounding in goodness, beauty, blessing and joy. This 
blessedness comes in no other way.

The Lenten Paradox
BY REV. JAMES ESTES, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

The late bible scholar and churchman, Leon Morris, 
once wrote, “The big question for Christians is ‘How 
does the death of Jesus save us?’” Today, before we can 
even get to this question, folks are asking something 
even more basic, ‘Do I need saving?’ or ‘What do I 
possibly need saved from?’

The biblical answer to both kinds of these questions 
is the Cross. And the good news of the Cross is both 
simple and profound. Wednesday nights in Lent we’ll 
gather in the sanctuary to reflect on the cross of Christ, 
what it says about humanity, and more importantly, 
what it says about our Lord Christ.

Wednesday Night  
Lenten Worship

Why the Cross?

Join us, beginning March 13
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Celebrating an Engine for Mission: 
Let's Get it Started Together
A NOTE FROM DR. JIM MILLER
PHOTO BY LUCAS FORSYTHE

The old joke is that God so loved the world ... He 
didn’t send a committee. And we all get it. Sometimes 

“committees” can slow down progress, scramble good ideas, 
and lose focus. But not always. Groups of people gathered 
for a purpose (like a committee!) can be a real engine room 
for awakening imaginative insights, discerning the best way 
forward, and avoiding bad decisions. 

So the Lord chooses to bring the Church together, draws 
upon the gifts of each member, and goes to work as a 
symphony conductor — bringing the best out of each 
instrument. 

And that’s how the 8:10 Building came into being. It all 
began in 2012. An FPC crowd was gathered on Boston 
Avenue to dedicate the Celtic crosses that now stand on our 
twin steeples. After the dedication, Charlie Stephenson asked 
me what I thought of the Avanti building (now the 8:10) — 
and whether First Church might be able to make use of it. I 
told him that I’d been in the building and couldn’t imagine 
any way it could be useful. 

Thankfully, Charlie has a greater imagination, a broader 
vision, and a fuller insight into such matters than I do. And 
that’s another reason to love the Church! It’s amazing to 
watch God draw out the best gifts in His disciples. 

The rest is history. Charlie and Peggy purchased the 
building, gifted it to the Church, and invested significant 
funds toward its renovation. Bobby Pielsticker led the charge 
to find tenants, and the Session agreed that the money 
generated from the building would be devoted to metro 
Tulsa mission and ministry — and not a penny toward the 
FPC operating budget. 

The renovated 8:10 Building is now a reality. It is fully 
occupied by four different companies. Every square foot in its 
five stories is now leased out. These leases generate significant 
funds that will serve the common good in Jesus’ name. 

The Strategic Planning committee, chaired by Elder Porter 
Shults, continues to draft the structure of this effort going 
forward. This includes how the governance will work and 
how we will discern which new initiatives will be embraced. 

Strategic Planning will submit their work to the Session for 
approval in the coming months. We’re grateful for many, 
including Dr. Bob Lawless and Mr. Dan Eleanor, whose 
insights into these matters have been enormously helpful.  

As of this writing, we are only $215,000 away from finishing 
First Church’s two million dollar commitment to this 
project. As soon as we cross that line, the money generated 
from the 8:10 building becomes available for funding 
First Church metro Tulsa mission initiatives — like the 
Masterwork Academy.

The ongoing fund will be a game-changer 
for Masterwork Academy and future 

initiatives of the 8:10 Initiative.

In fact, the 2019 Masterwork Academy budget depends upon 
our meeting that goal. This Christian Fine Arts ministry 
gathers Anderson Elementary School kids (over 55 of them!) 
after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Executive 
Director, Jenette McEntire, has brought together a remarkable 
team of folks who are loving these kids, mentoring them, and 
wrapping the arms of Jesus around them.

The ongoing fund will be a game-changer for Masterwork 
Academy and future initiatives of the 8:10 Initiative.

Perhaps you will be prompted to give? All we need are 
twenty-one people willing to give $1,000 to this effort and 
we’re there! Once we arrive at that goal, we celebrate with a 
dinner and give thanks for all those who’ve contributed. If 
you haven’t already, why not dive in?

THE 8:10 INITIATIVE NEEDS YOUR HELP!

Designate your gift to "the 8:10 Mission 
Campaign" when you give online at  
firstchurch.org/give or call 918-584-4701.
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First Church Hymn of the Month:
Uniting Generations in Song
STAFF REPORT

In January of 2019, we began our church-wide “Hymn of 
the Month” project. Throughout the year, we will learn to 

sing a selection of hymns from the Family Hymn Sing book 
by Kristyn and Keith Getty. We will also explore their tune 
and word origins, Biblical and historical context, and how 
they are used in worship.

Already, the pastors and music leaders are incorporating the 
hymn into all services. From the “Little Lambs” (see page 10) 
and AWANA through Sunday morning worship, these songs 
will be sung together by the generations of our congregation. 
Even beyond worship, this program encourages families 
to sing hymns outside of church, in the car, at home, or 
during family devotional time, using the Getty books and 
recordings.

So that’s a practical description of our inter-generational 
“immersion” plan, but now here’s the why…

Hymns have a unique power to write deep, strong, "sticky" 
faith and theology onto our children's hearts! The hymnody 
of the church covers every human condition and emotion, 
encourages us to express our faith, and uplifts our worship 
and praise to God. There is deep, rich theology to be learned 
in hymns, and singing them commits that theology to heart. 
Their tunes and words have crossed centuries, and they 
connect us to our spiritual roots. 

By teaching the hymns of the church to our children, we 
are planting seeds of faith. With God’s help, these seeds will 
grow with them throughout their lives, keeping them firmly 
rooted in the scriptures.

As we enter the liturgical season of Lent this march, we turn to 
our next hymn of the month: "What Woundrous Love is This?" 
Three of the most recognizable stanzas are printed below...

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this,
That caused the Lord of bliss,
To bear the *heavy cross,
For my soul, for my soul,
To bear the heavy cross for my soul.

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing!
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing!
To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great “I AM, “
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing!
While millions join the theme, I will sing.

And when from death I’m free, I’ ll sing on, I’ ll sing on!
And when from death I’m free, I’ ll sing on,
And when from death I’m free, I’ ll sing and joyful be,
And through eternity, I’ ll sing on, I’ ll sing on,
And through eternity, I’ ll sing on.

January: All Creatures of Our God and King

February: O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

March: What Wondrous Love Is This?

April: In Christ Alone

May: Be Thou My Vision

June: Power in the Blood

July: I Stand Amazed (How Marvelous)

August: How Great Thou Art

September: He Will Hold Me Fast

October: This Is My Father’s World

November: Crown Him with Many Crowns

December: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

2019 Hymn of the Month Schedule
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There is something about an anniversary that fills the 
human heart with pride. It is one thing to complete 

a noble deed and be proud, but to celebrate that deed long 
after it’s done is quite another thing. It means the deed was 
worthwhile. It is worth remembering.

Presbyterian churches have had a formal relationship 
with Boy Scouts of America (BSA) since 1917 when 
they first sought to engage the new national youth 
organization with one unified voice.

Nowadays, these churches are represented by the National 
Association of Presbyterian Scouters (NAPS). This group 
is invited to advise BSA on all things Presbyterian and 
to ensure the spiritual needs of Presbyterian youth are 
addressed in Scout activities, consistent with their faith 
teachings in the home.

According to Amanda Ballenger, a NAPS director from 
South Carolina, Presbyterian congregations have used 
the Scouting program in conjunction with other parts of 
their youth ministry for more than 100 years. Scouting 
has served as a catalyst for strengthening relationships 
among youth, family, and the congregation. More than 
140,000 youth members are involved in more than 3,800 
Cub Scout packs, Boy Scout troops, Varsity Scout teams, 
and Venturing crews sponsored by a Presbyterian church 
in the United States.

NAPS represents Presbyterian churches, and not just 
those affiliated with PC-USA. Their primary mission is 
to integrate our faith tradition within Scout meetings, 
help train chaplains and youth chaplains, and recruit 
Presbyterian clergy to officiate church services at national 
Scouting activities like the Jamboree or Philmont.

To honor this 100th year bridging Presbyterian churches 
and national youth organizations, NAPS announced that 
in 2018 it would recognize all the Boy Scout Troops who 
were part of the original Presbyterian Church charter in 
1917. First Church’s own Troop 1 is among that number.

Last fall, Troop 1 received a special certificate and an honor 
ribbon for the Troop flag. Along with First Church Elder 
and Troop 1 Scoutmaster Ron Hart, several scouts presented 
the framed certificate and copies of the Troop 1 patch to 
the pastors and members of the session on November 27 
(pictured above).

Troop 1 was also invited to include this troop patch on 
a permanent Presbyterian banner display at the National 
Scouting Museum at Cimarron, New Mexico. A troop patch 
is an embroidery of the troop logo that includes totems, or 
images that tell the troop history. Our logo was designed by 
First Church Elder Jenette McEntire (shown above).

To learn more about NAPS, visit presbyterianscouters.org.

To learn more about Troop 1, visit troop1tulsa.com.

Honoring 100 Years of 
Faith and Scouting
STORY BY RON HART,  
PHOTOS USED BY PERMISSION
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Ara Jacobson (pictured above at far left) is on a mission. 
As a member of FPC’s Presbyterian Women (PW) 

organization, Ara knows first-hand what it means to serve 
her community and beyond. And she is driven to do so. 

She has been active within the church since she joined 
almost ten years ago and is devoted to serve wherever 
needed. In PW, Ara began to take on a leadership role that 
focused specifically on recruiting new members. Her call 
to serve in this capacity has grown over time and came to 
fruition while acting as chair of last year’s Mother’s Day Tea 
(pictured above). 

“It occurred to me, as I watched these wonderful women of 
all ages and walks of life interacting with one another, that 
it’s all about establishing, and then building on, relationships 
– whether for a month, for a year, for life – each generation 
has so much to learn, one from the other,” she said. “I also 
started to think about how we might begin to reach young 
women of college and even high school age and ‘grow’ them 
into roles of leadership, and I knew I had to learn more 
about effective ways to do that.”    

To that end, Ara attended the 2018 Presbyterian Women 
Churchwide Gathering in Louisville, Kentucky last August, 
where 2,000 PW members from across the United States and 
Puerto Rico were in attendance. 

These women represented a diversity in age and background, 
and provided a golden opportunity for relationship building 

and leadership development on a whole new scale. 

Participants enjoyed workshops, tours, forums, resource 
gathering, plenary sessions with inspiring speakers, worship, 
book discussions, and Bible studies. 

The gathering was, in Ara’s words, a “life-changing” 
experience. “I was blown away and excited to start finding 
and recruiting new members!”

It’s all about establishing, and then  
building on, relationships ... each generation 

has so much to learn, one from the other.

“Scripture asks us to be the hands and feet of Christ in 
the world,” she said. “What better way to do that than by 
growing a lasting legacy that continues to serve the next 
generation?” 

For more information about Presbyterian Women, to join a 
group, or to serve in a specific capacity, please contact Ara 
Jacobson at ara.jacobson@yahoo.com.

Presbyterian Women, Inc., is the women’s organization 
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). A community of 
more than 200,000 women participate in Presbyterian 
Women (PW) and align their ministry and hearts around 
a shared purpose, the PW Purpose. To learn more, visit 
presbyterianwomen.org.

Growth in Leadership
STORY BY LAURALEE DICK,  
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY ARA JACOBSON
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I am a Mariner child, and I am so thankful. My parents, 
Bob and Wayne Emery, moved to Tulsa from Duncan 

when my daughter, Clare, was three years old. They joined 
First Church and the Mariners class; with that, I became a 
Mariner child. These dear people invited my parents into 
their group, which had started when they were in their 
twenties, and my family became an integral part of the 
extended Mariner family.  

I witnessed this group caring for each other, fellowshipping 
with each other, and studying together. There were particular 
seats in the room reserved for each. There were favorite 
Sunday school teachers and not so favorite Sunday school 
teachers. My dad particularly liked Dr. Marshall Milligan, 
who would have me over to practice reading scripture for 
service. (Thank you, Marshall.) 

The Mariners were multi-generational, and there was 
a distinct Christ-focused rhythm to their life together. 
Grandchildren were presented outside the West Parlor on 
Sundays so the class could see them. Each week they would 
pray, sing hymns, say the pledge of allegiance, and then enter 
into their lesson. After class, they would faithfully attend the 
worship service.

The Mariners shared life’s joys and burdens with one 
another. When a dear one was ill or hurting, friends would 
write notes or prepare a meal of comfort food or run errands 
for the one in need. As they entered into their senior years, 
they started delegating their care giving tasks to the Mariner 
children, and we have tried to step in with the same love and 
dedication.

The Mariners shared life’s joys and burdens 
with one another. 

My parents are now with the Lord, but each Sunday I am 
greeted by the remaining Mariners as a child of their group. I 
wasn’t born into this church as a real “cradle roll” Mariner, but 
that’s still how they treat me as we walk through life together. 

Still today, when I cook for my family, I turn first to the 
Mariner Cookbook for comfort food.

Editor's Note: The Mariners began meeting in January 1955. 
Their last Sunday Morning Class together was December 23, 
2018. There is no doubt that this group of faithful friends 
and disciples have left a lasting legacy in the life of First 
Presbyterian Church.

The Lasting Legacy 
of the Mariners
STORY BY ROBBIE EMERY BURKE,  
PHOTOS USED BY PERMISSION
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I’m one of those who wear name tags reluctantly. They 
make me feel like a sales rep at a three-day convention. 

When I’m handed one, I usually hide it in my pocket. 

I became a First Church Deacon in 2017, and my deacon 
nameplate, whenever I remembered to wear it, began hiding 
itself by falling off my lapel. I kept losing the sturdy, original 
magnet that held it in place and substituted a little hockey 
puck of a thing that lacked the muscle.

The good magnet never strays very far. Once, I found it 
stuck to a tin of Altoids, and later on the underside of a 
metal case for the business cards I no longer hand out. This 
magnet is resilient and will cling even through the knitted 
cables of a wool sweater.

I’m terrible with names, as I am with name tags. 
Occasionally, I’ll even forget my own — temporarily, of 
course  — but still, I too easily forget who I am.

This forgetting happens not even physically, but 
metaphysically. I simply forget, until shaken awake, that I 
am alive, here, existing ... in a time, early or late, and a place: 
Earth. North America. Oklahoma. Tulsa. Sprouts.

People are what shake me out of abstention. Without 
the saving grace of other people’s alertness, I could go a 
dangerously long time with no human interaction. I could 
quite comfortably remain nameless.

A terrible confession for a second-year deacon, but there you 
have it. So thank God for people.

Some time ago, David DuBois was talking to his mother, 
Helen (who has since passed). I walked into her room during 
my deacon’s duties, bearing an Easter lily.

Helen, a longtime member of First Church, worked in the 
administrative offices at Kirk of the Hills. Helen, some of you 
may know, preferred to go by the name of Maxine. The day I 
met her, Maxine was swaddled in a blanket, her head tilted to 
one side from a recent stroke. “But she’s healthy,” her son said, 
leaning down into her eyes. “Aren’t you, Buddy?”

Language on the First Church website describes deacons as 
those charged with such tasks as “working for justice and 
peace” and “comforting the sick and lonely.” I have, I hope, 
brought some comfort to those lying in extended-care beds 
across town. Justice and peace are trickier customers. You 
can only hope to recognize the opportunity when it knocks, 
and pray that have enough wits about you to act.

I’m terrible with names, as I am with  
name tags. Occasionally, I’ ll even forget my 
own — temporarily, of course  — but still,  

I too easily forget who I am.

I may have introduced myself to David, I don’t remember. 
So when he said, “Mother, this is Mark … Brown, from 
First Church” — glancing down at my name tag, pausing 
momentarily between first and last — I was glad I’d 
remembered to wear the name tag, and that it had the proper 
magnet holding it in check.

Maxine likely didn’t remember me. But David likely will.

The Saving Grace 
of Other People 
STORY BY MARK BROWN
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Faith Partners Addiction Ministry at First Presbyterian 
Church of Tulsa is part of FaithPartners Inc. founded 

in 1995 in Austin, Texas by religious leaders as a way to 
mobilize resources of the faith community to address 
alcohol and drug issues through a team approach. Faith 
Partners is an evidence-based intervention used in over 350 
congregations from 19 different faith traditions in 23 states.

Members of the Faith Partners team understand what 
it means to experience the pain and suffering caused by 
addiction. Faith Partners ministry nurtures individuals and 
families with addictions by offering compassion, sharing 
resources, education, and — most importantly — restoring 
hope and faith through the power of the Holy Spirit and the 
joy of recovery.

Faith Partners teams emphasize the need to remember the 
three Cs of Family Recovery:

1. You are not the cause of another person’s addiction.
2. You cannot cure someone else’s addiction.
3. The addict is the only one who can make the choice for 

recovery.

Addiction cannot be ignored. It is important to know 
silence supports stigma, healing can happen, and recovery 
is possible. Members of Faith Partners are available to talk 
with you and provide confidential support. Information and 
addiction resources are available in the northwest corner of 
the Miller Library and the Addiction Resource Directory at 
firstchurchtulsa.org/serve/member-care/addiction.

Looking for somewhere to start? Al-Anon meets Monday 
through Friday at noon in the Bernsen Community Life 
Center #308

Faith Partners 
Addiction Ministry
STAFF REPORT
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When Roxie Sullivan went to the grocery store on 
Monday, January 14, it happened to be the day of the 

first meeting of Little Lambs — but she didn’t know that 
yet. In the parking lot, Roxie met Dr. Ryan Moore and his 
lovely daughter Georgia. They started chatting, and when 
Roxie asked what Ryan and Georgia had been up to that day, 
Ryan explained that they just went to Little Lambs, at which 
point little Georgia spoke up and said, “and you missed it!” 
They don’t miss it anymore. 

It is appropriate that a child was the one that brought Roxie 
to Little Lambs, because the program is designed for the 
littlest of our congregation, and their families. Lambs is a 
worship service intended for families to worship together.  

The program has had as many as 20 kids, from ages six 
months to nine years of age, playing percussion instruments, 
singing songs, dancing, listening to bible stories and learning 
to pray — all while the parents and grandparents enjoy  
the spectacle.

The inspiration for Little Lambs came from a program in 
Scotland called “Little Cherubs” where the Moore family 
attended church. That program involved families bringing 
their kids to the church for a service during the day. It was 
something that Ryan really enjoyed, seeing whole families 
light up with the love of Christ, not separated into age groups. 

Now that Ryan is back here with us in Tulsa — and usually 
has Monday’s off — he often keeps Georgia home with him on 
that day to spend some quality time with her. He thought that 
bringing this program to First Church would be a great way to 
expand our small group programs and worship with Georgia.  

“It is a relaxed and informal setting, like Sunday school, but 
not as long or formal,” Scott James said, who attends with his 
wife, Julie and their two-year-old granddaughter, Julianne. 
Julianne’s parents worship at a different church with a smaller 
youth program, so Little Lambs offers them a chance to have 
their granddaughter worship during the week. 

The goal is to make worship fun, but also 
to introduce it at a young age so that it will 

stick throughout life.

That relaxed format closely emulates the rhythm of Little 
Cherubs, where the kids sit and have a little opening song, 
where we learn that the “church is open and waiting for 
you.” They play games, sing songs like “Jesus Loves me,” 
bang on instruments, dance, hear Bible stories and end with 
a prayer that they repeat. The goal is to make worship fun, 
but also to introduce it at a young age so that it will stick 
throughout life.   

Weekday Worship 
with Little Lambs 
STORY BY PHILLIP BOWMAN, 
PHOTOS BY JENNIFER DOVERSPIKE
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Emily Foon brings her two children, Hank and Charlotte, 
two and four.  She and her husband Jeremy recently joined 
the church after moving to Oklahoma from Galveston. 
“I grew up with a wonderful church family where people 
extended the love of Christ to me, and I want that for my 
kids, and I think this is a good way to continue that love of 
going to church. 

Emily believes that the hymns and prayers that the children 
are exposed to in Little Lambs is vital to fostering that love 
of church. “I learned hymns and prayers at an early age and 

they still pop up and are imprinted in my heart and mind.  
You have those to fall back on in good times and bad.” She 
said. “It is a scaffold where you grow up in a church learning 
hymns and songs as a backbone to faith, and I want that for 
my kids.” She believes that littles lambs does that, in a fun 
way with the dancing and singing. (See page 4 to read more 
on intergenerational hymns!)

The program ends in fellowship, where parents and kids can 
get to know each other a little better. Since Little Lambs is 
inspired by a Scottish church program, it also has a little 
Scottish flair. At the end of each program, the kids sit down for 
tea and “biscuits” or cookies, though we have found that most 
of the kids would rather just have milk. The adults get to have 
some cookies and tea too, since we are worshiping together.

You won’t want to miss it. 

Join us for Little Lambs, every Monday from 10-11 a.m. in 
Wiseman Hall (downstairs in the children's area).
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One year ago, the Children’s Ministry staff realized 
things were getting crowded in the nursery.

With a mix of crawlers and newborns and a new cohort of 
babies due in the coming year, the small infant room was 
“getting tight,” realized Laurel Baird, associate director of 
Children’s Ministries.

Children’s Ministries decided to open up a new space 
dedicated to newborns in August 2018. They chose the 

children’s library, as it had a large room, access to plumbing, 
and an area they could convert into a spacious nursing 
mothers’ room. It is located outside the main children’s area 
on the first floor, above Wiseman Hall. The old shared space 
within the children’s area is now for older babies, or “crawlers.” 

“Jan Miller, our former Director of Children’s Ministry, 
really took the lead on designing the space,” Laurel said, 
adding that Jan =had made it “her passion and her personal 
project” before retiring in last August.

The new nursery has allowed for dedicated spaces for both 
crawlers and newborns, creating an energetic experience for 
older babies who are more active and a quiet space for the 
little ones, which, according to Laurel, “better serves their 
developmental needs.” 

Having the newborn space has been ideal for 
providing a quiet area for the littlest ones to 

be cuddled and loved,

Bob and Judy Bastemeyer volunteer in the newborn nursery 
two Sundays a month. “Having the newborn space has been 
ideal for providing a quiet area for the littlest ones to be 
cuddled and loved,” say the Bastemeyers. “It's roomy enough 
for the entire family to come into the room to pick up and 
drop off babies.”

Amber Smith has also enjoyed her time in the nursery. She 
says the newborn space is “designed well” and that it gives 
“lots of room to move these little ones around when they 
need a change in scenery.” Amber pointed out how nice it is 

New Beginnings in 
a New Nursery
STORY BY JENNIFER DOVERSPIKE
PHOTOS BY JENNIFER DOVERSPIKE 
AND LAUREL BAIRD
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to have newborns separated from the crawlers, as “juggling a 
newborn while corralling and entertaining a crawler made for 
some difficulties.”

“We work in the nursery because we love babies, and because 
it's important to serve others,” adds Judy Bastemeyer.

In fact, Laurel stresses volunteering for Children’s Ministries 
as a whole is a rewarding experience. There is a need for 
children’s volunteers. The child population of the church is 
growing, and the classes are reaching a “tipping point” of 
needing more adults, as they are splitting to accommodate 
more students. Adults, she says, will find it rewarding 
whether or not they have children. 

God calls us to be the hands and feet of 
Christ, to serve others, and doing that with 

the children at FPC is a joyous event.

Amber, whose husband currently volunteers with kindergarten 
Sunday School, agrees with the importance of volunteering 
with all ages. “I love volunteering with the kids because it gives 

me some cuddle time with these little ones ... as my children 
have been raised in the program I’m able to give back and 
believe I will continue even after mine ‘age out.’”

In order to make volunteering easier, the church still 
ensures there are “mainstays” in classes and in the nursery 
every week. These people can set the overall tone and have 
institutional knowledge, so members can volunteer without 
uncertainty and feel supported. 

“It is a great way for kids to know adults in the church,” states 
Laurel, and it shows children “what a church family is.” 

As the Bastemeyer family says: “God calls us to be the hands 
and feet of Christ, to serve others, and doing that with the 
children at FPC is a joyous event. As Jesus loved the children, 
so should we.”

If you are interested in volunteering with Children’s 
Ministries, please contact Laurel Baird at 918.301.1009 
(Ext. 251) or at lbaird@firstchurchtulsa.org.
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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
November 12, 2018 Mr. Brekken Crowe, son of Paige and J.J. Crowe 
November 25, 2018 Miss Olivia Seibert, daughter of Katie and Brad Seibert 
February 24, 2019 Mr. Luke Andrew McCracken, son of Carrie and Ryan McCracken

WITH GRATITUDE FOR THE RESURRECTION 
Erle Wilbert Adams, a member since 2001, died on February 2, 2019 
Jacqueline Brown (Jackie) Allen, a member since 1948, died on December 12, 2018
Glenn Brumbaugh, a member since 2003, died on February 10, 2019
Frederick D. (Fred) Fulkerson, a member since 1983, died on January 30, 2019
Mary Hight, a member since 1962, died on February 11, 2019
Kathy I. Johnson, a member since 1995, died on January 3, 2019
Donna MacDonald, a member since 1995, died on February 12, 2019
Jean Williams, a member since 1933, died on January 18, 2019

THE JOY OF NEW LIFE! WE WELCOME 
Miss Janet Ozueh, born on December 16, 2018, daughter of Solomon Ozueh and Roselyn Okoma

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

NEW STAFF MEMBERS

Parish Register

Beverly "Bev" Carter

Ministry Assistant to Pas-
toral Care

Contact Bev at  
bcarter@firstchurch 
tulsa.org or 918-301-1029.

Courtaney Miller

Ministry Assistant 
to Discipleship and 
Congregational Life

Contact Courtaney at 
cmiller@firstchurchtulsa.
org or (918) 301-1019.

Rachael Kamaru

Ministry Assistant to 
Mission, Outreach, and TIF

Contact Rachel at 
rkamaru 
@firstchurchtulsa.org  
or 918-301-1039.

Kiona Tyler

Ministry Assistant to  
Next Generation

Contact Kiona at  
ktyler@firstchurchtulsa.
org or (918) 301-1008.
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WORSHIP TIMES 
First Church members gather together in worship. 
Traditional services are at 8:00 a.m. in the Chapel 

and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary; contemporary 
worship is at 8:30 a.m and 11:00 a.m. in Stephenson 
Hall; and TIF (international worship) is at 11:00 a.m. 

in the Bernsen Community Life Center. 

9:30 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR 
Adult and children’s classes meet during  

a dedicated Sunday school hour.  
(See page 4 for class listings)

TELEVISED BROADCASTS  
AND ONLINE LIVE STREAMING 

Can’t make it to a worship service? Home-bound 
members and prospective visitors regularly take 

advantage of these resources. (For a list of channels 
and times, visit firstchurchtulsa.org/media)

STAY IN TOUCH! 
Sign up to have the bi-monthly e-newsletter delivered to 
your inbox by visiting firstchurchtulsa.org/e-newsletter.

You can read past issues of Tidings online at 
firstchurchtulsa.org/tidings. Also, if you would like to write, 
take photographs, or offer artistic or editorial assistance  
for Tidings, please contact the Director of Communications 
(918-301-1032).

WE’RE SOCIAL 
Follow us on Facebook at FirstChurchTulsa. (Also, some 
individual Sunday school classes and children’s groups have 
their own pages/groups.)  
 
PASTORAL CARE - WHO TO CALL 
Do you (or someone you know) need prayer? 
Would you like to report a death or request a hospital visit? 
Also, if you have a birth announcement or change in marital 
status, please contact Bev Carter at (918) 301-1029  
or bcarter@firstchurchtulsa.org.

If you have an emergency or time-sensitive information, 
please call (918) 584-4701. If it is after-hours or on the 
weekend, the voicemail system can connect you to the  
on-call pastor.

COME AND WORSHIP WITH US

BE the church!

You are invited to attend the 

First Church Annual 
Congregational Meeting

Sunday, March 10 
9:30 a.m. in Stephenson Hall

Witness encouraging stories from the past 
year, participate in electing new church 
officers, and help shape our next year of 

ministry together.

Join us for...

Lunch and Learn
(formerly known as Retirees Luncheon) 

stimulating conversation, 
good food, and  

meaningful fellowship.

UPCOMING SPEAKER TOPICS

March 26 - Tulsa Regional Chamber  
of Commerce

April 23 - Doug Miller Book review: 
“4th and Boston”

May 28 - Jan Slater: "Oklahoma Physicians 
Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment"
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES & EVENTS
It’s an ancient Christian practice to walk with Jesus into and 
through the week called “Holy.” As we stay close, our lives are 
awakened to the lethal power of our sin and the transformative 
blessing of His redemption. 

April 13 Spring Festival (10 a.m.)

 A gathering in the FPC courtyard, of special interest for 
families with young children. A creative egg hunt with a 
Christian message (begins promptly at 10 a.m.), story time, 
and a special visit from Christopher the donkey.

April 14 Palm Sunday Worship (All Services)

The celebration of Jesus’ triumphal entry into the city of 
Jerusalem. Palm branches and the presence of Christopher 
the donkey remind us of that great day of joy that begins 
Holy Week. 

April 18 Maundy Thursday:  
The Service of Shadows (Tenebrae) (7:30 p.m.)

A most moving service in the sanctuary, led by the Chancel 
Choir, singing the cantata, “The Weeping Tree.” We’re 
invited to sit with Jesus at table on the night in which he 
was betrayed. The service ends in complete darkness. 

April 19 Good Friday Service (Noon)

We gather beneath the cross of Jesus. Seven brief homilies 
focus our reflection on the words of Jesus from the cross. 

April 21 Easter Sunday: The Joy of Resurrection!

 6:30 a.m. - Sunrise Service at Kirkland Chapel,  
  Camp Loughridge
8:00 a.m. - Sanctuary (identical to 11:00)
8:30 a.m. - Stephenson Hall 
11:00 a.m. - 3 Services:
                Sanctuary 
                Stephenson Hall
                Tulsa International Fellowship, Great Hall 

Find updates and more information online at firstchurchtulsa.org 
or at 918.584.4701.


