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In this issue Four-year old James Buchan and his mother 
attending Christmas Eve services. 

“She will bear a son, and 
you are to name him Jesus,    
for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

– Matthew 1:21 NRSV 
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At the heart of Advent is an attitude of 

receptivity toward the promises of God.  

  Gabriel appeared to Mary and delivered 

earth-shattering news, “You will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 

Jesus.” Mary’s first response, quite naturally, was 

incredulity, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

When Gabriel responded by promising visitation 

from the Holy Spirit and overshadowing by the  

Most High, you might expect Mary’s incredulity to solidify. Instead,  

she expressed startling receptivity. “I am the servant of the Lord;  

let it be to me according to your word.” 

Advent is a time when we celebrate and remember Mary’s receptivity 

to the unknown and the unexplainable, to an extraordinary word 

from the Lord in an ordinary time. Many biblical commentators and 

theologians highlight Mary’s obedient receptivity. But in reading 

this account in the first chapter of Luke, what stands out to me is 

Mary’s artful receptivity. Mary’s receptivity to God’s messenger at an 

unexpected time fueled her creativity, and she responded in poetry  

and song. 

 Zechariah also received word from an angel that his wife Elizabeth 

would have a son named John, and he too first responded with 

incredulity. Instead of giving him a second chance, however,  

the angel silenced Zechariah because of his skepticism. By the time 

his son was born, Zechariah had become receptive to the angel’s 

command, scratching the name “John” on papyrus. Immediately, with 

“his tongue loosed,” he began praising God in poetry, just like Mary. 

What we see in these Advent stories is that whereas skepticism hinders 

creativity, receptivity to the words and work of God unleashes artful praise. 

In fact, receptivity to God’s work in creation and new creation is the root of all 

human creativity that gives glory to God. 

“The more we are receptive to God’s beauty, the more  
we are moved to contribute more beauty.”

– Dr. Wes Vander Lugt

We see this in Mary, whose receptivity gave birth to a song and eventually to 

Jesus, the very form of beauty.

Advent is a time to hone our sensibilities, asking the Holy Spirit to 

dismantle our sterile, skeptic hostility and replace it with responsive 

receptivity to God’s lively revelation. During Advent, we realize that God’s 

world and Word contain unimaginable wonder and beauty that calls for 

creative response. Some choose to suppress it, but others, like Mary  

and eventually Zechariah, express it through artful praise.

Advent and artful receptivity 
By Wes Vander Lugt, Theologian in Residence

It is the time of Advent … a time of new beginnings waiting with anticipation for the arrival  

of the Christ Child, and the union of human and Divine, of heaven and earth. We invite you  

to join us in Advent worship and the weekly lighting of Advent wreath candles representing  

love, hope, joy and peace.  

Thursday, November 25, 11 a.m., Thanksgiving worship

Thursday, November 25, noon, Deacons’ Thanksgiving lunch 

Sunday, November 28, First Sunday of Advent including communion*

Saturday, December 4, 10 a.m. – noon, Advent Workshop at Camp Loughridge

Wednesday, December 15, 5:15 – 7 p.m., Breakfast for Dinner and Jammies for Jesus

Sunday, December 19, Christmas Music Sunday*

Friday, December 24, Christmas Eve
3:00 p.m., Carols and Communion, Stephenson Hall 
5:00 p.m., Children’s Live Nativity, Sanctuary* 
7:30 p.m., Lessons and Carols, Sanctuary 
11:00 p.m., Christmas Watchnight, Sanctuary

Saturday, December 25, Christmas Day worship, 11 a.m., Chapel

Sunday, December 26, Festival Sunday 
9:30 a.m., Pancake Breakfast, Stephenson Hall  
11 a.m., Worship, one service for all, Sanctuary 

Friday, December 31, 9:30 p.m., New Year’s Eve Watchnight  
led by Rev. Wambugu Gachungi, Courtyard and Stephenson Hall

*Worship is broadcast on:  

FirstChurchTulsa.org/WatchLive 
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa 
FirstChurchTulsa.org/YouTube

Find the most up-to-date listing  
of worship, events and classes at  
FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events 

Dr. Wes Vander Lugt

Annunciation of Mary, stained glass window in 
the Basilica of Saint Clotilde in Paris, France.

First Church TulsaFirst Church Tulsa
Join us forJoin us for

at

http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/WatchLive
http://Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/YouTube
http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events
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In this edition of Tidings, I have been blessed to interview two of our 

wonderful volunteer singers who will be joining with the angels’ songs in 

declaring the birth of our Lord Jesus. Ed Slier and Jaclyn Metcalf have 

been pillars of our musical programming for years.  

Ed Slier has been 

serving in the Chancel 

Choir for 34 years, and 

has sung at Christmas 

and Easter for at least 

32 of those years.  Ed’s 

love of the Christmas 

season and its music 

really begins with Advent 

and the songs of longing 

for the Savior’s coming, 

culminating in the grand 

mystery of Christmas. 

Ed is a musician of the 

highest pedigree, having 

an undergraduate degree 

in theory from the Eastman School of Music, and a master’s degree in 

piano performance from the University of Arkansas. He holds himself 

to high standards of performance, and takes great joy in the beauty and 

talent of our choir. 

“There have been times when my own sense of professionalism has 

been in the way,” said Ed. “Ed Slier, the artist, has a hard time focusing 

on worship. Then came COVID. After months without choir, when we 

started back, I was so grateful. As Calvin said, I was ‘pricked in the heart,’ 

and realized that I couldn’t be judgmental about what happens with the 

music anymore. I look forward to singing much more spiritually now and 

make a joyful noise to the Lord.” Ed encourages the congregation to stop 

and think about the text. 

“I used to respond more to the hymn tunes musically, 
but as I became a Christian, it’s the words that have had 
the greatest impact on me.”  

– Ed Slier

I asked Ed about his favorite Christmas carols and choir anthems. 

He said, “They are all great, but I can’t stand still to the John Rutter 

arrangement of ‘The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy.’ My feet must move.  

I guess that’s not very Presbyterian, but I love it.” He went on to say,  

“I think most of all, I enjoy getting back to focusing on this text and  

that’s what it’s really about.”

Angel song
By Eric Baird, Worship Leader

Jaclyn Metcalf has been singing at First Church since she 

joined the Youth Choir in 1997 when the choir led the worship 

service. She has provided vocals every Christmas season 

since then except for one. I asked her about what meaningful 

experiences and music she has enjoyed over the years, and she 

said, “I have sung 

‘Born in the Night’ 

for many years as a 

solo. That song has 

always meant a lot 

to my mom which 

makes it special to 

me. It’s a simple 

song that really 

encompasses all 

Christmas is about. 

I also often sing with 

my siblings, usually 

‘Lo, How a Rose E’er 

Blooming.’ She also 

noted it is always a 

special treat when I join with them. She also says she particularly 

looks forward to singing minor key carols and singing with her 

sister, Julia. “I love it all,” she said.  

When asked how singing at Christmas has impacted her faith, 

she replied, “The rehearsing of the content and the repetition 

ingrains the miracle of Christmas in my mind until I don’t remember 

not knowing it. Because of this, I don’t get mired down in doubt 

about the miracle of Christmas; it just is. It colors the lens I see 

everything through.”  

“The rehearsing of the content ... ingrains the 
miracle of Christmas in my mind.”

– Jaclyn Metcalf

I asked her what she might like to say to the congregation 

about Christmas. She replied, “My snarky response is that we’re 

here more than Christmas. It’s just the start of the story. Come 

back and find out what happens. It’s good news! Coming only 

for Christmas is like walking into the bakery and getting that first 

whiff and then walking out. Come in! Taste and see the Lord is 

good. Get some calories, yo!”

“It came upon the midnight clear,    that glorious song of old,  
      from angels bending near the earth,  
      to touch their harps of gold.”  

O come let us adore Him
O come to us, abide in us, our      
       Lord Emmanuel

Ed Slier

Jaclyn Metcalf

Jaclyn Metcalf and Eric Baird in worship.

Christmas Eve Children’s Live Nativity service.
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On Faith by Antonin Scalia

A book well worth the read by a man with a brilliant mind.

The Civil War as a Theological 
Discourse by Mark Noll

This book masterfully sets forth the complicity of the Church in 

the issue of slavery and racism. He rightly contends that both 

sides in the Civil War used Scripture to justify their positions. 

I think this book has a lot to say to us about our use of God’s 

Word in the modern Church.

The Cross and the Lynching Tree  
by Cone

This is a powerful work that we need to sit with and let it 

resonate in our souls.

The Confessions by Augustine

The Crucifixion by Fleming Rutledge 

Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyon

Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis

I recommend any book by C.S. Lewis

The Rare Jewel of  
Christian Contentment  
by Jeremiah Burroughs

This is a book I re-read with regularity as 

it speaks to my sin of greed and lack of 

contentment. I feel this read from a guy long 

dead is still so relevant and necessary.

Desiring God  
by John Piper

This book opened my eyes and heart to the 

joy of finding pleasure in God. This resonates 

with C.S. Lewis and his contention that we 

are far too easily satisfied in this quest.

Following Jesus  
by Henri Nouwen  
(any book by Nouwen)  
Nouwen always calls me to a quieter and 

simpler quest of following Jesus. Any book  

by Nouwen is worth the read.

Abba’s Child  
by Brennan Manning

A beautiful book which reminds us of a  

simple truth that we are loved by God as 

His dear children. We are loved by Him now, 

not on the basis of what we do or how we 

perform. We are loved just because. He  

wrote many books, but another gem is  

“The Furious Longing of God.”
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Praying Through the Bible for Your Kids  
by Nancy Guthrie

This book by Nancy Guthrie takes parents through 365 

prayers for their kids. Each day includes Scripture reading, 

a short devotional and a prayer. As parents focus on prayer, 

God shapes their hopes and desires for their children. 

Answering Your Kids’ Toughest Questions  
by Elyse Fitzpatrick and Jessica Thompson

Kids ask questions all the time and some of them are  

hard to answer. Sometimes parents are not sure what to  

say or how to answer them appropriately or biblically.  

This book gives parents Christ-centered, Bible-based 

guidance on how to answer some tough questions.

Egermeier’s Bible Story Book  
by Elise E. Egermeier

Parents often ask, “What’s the next step after the Jesus 

Storybook Bible?” Elise Egermeier’s Bible Story Book is a 

great next step. The stories are true to scripture but written 

so upper-elementary kids can understand them. This book  

is heavy on story and light on pictures but is a great  

addition to any family shelf.

The Tech-Wise Family  
by Andy Crouch

Technology is here to stay and figuring out how to use it 

appropriately can be a daunting task. This is a great resource 

for learning how to use technology wisely, from a Christian 

perspective, within the context of our busy lives.

Good reads for  
parents Pastor’s to readTop10 and kids

With a life-long love affair for books and theology,  
it is very hard to pare my favorites down to 10 books,  
but here it goes (in no particular order):

By Sarah Savage, director  
of Children’s Ministries
I’m often asked by parents to  
recommend Christ-centered books  
to read with their children and here  
are some of my favorites.

by Rev. Wally Johnson

First Church Kids will soon  
be coming out with a digital  
Advent program.

Watch the newsletter for  
more information.

"Pastor’s Top 10 to read" 
is a quarterly feature in  
each issue of Tidings. 



ADVENT 2021 / PAGE 9ADVENT 2021 / PAGE 8

Supporting Afghan refugees
By Rev. James Estes

Helping Hand Ministry (HHM), a partner non-profit of First Church, offers 

short-term financial assistance to Tulsa County residents.  

 It was created as an outreach project by First Presbyterian Church 

in 1981 and is structured to help individuals or families once a year with rent, 

utilities or 6-months for food or prescriptions.

Since COVID-19 has continued into 2021, HHM continues to need 

financial support for families that are struggling to pay their monthly  

bills, primarily rental assistance, and in desperate need of a helping 

 hand. Many have lost their jobs, on the edge of poverty and in  

imminent danger of becoming homeless. 

Below is a “thank you note” from one of the landlords when HHM 

assisted her tenant: 

“Thank you so much for assisting my tenant with her rental 

payment. She is a hard-working person who got caught up in the 

COVID-19 crisis. I greatly appreciate the rental assistance you 

provided. It allows me to continue helping her through these  

difficult times.”

Helping Hand is staffed entirely by volunteers and First Presbyterian 

Church of Tulsa pays for all overhead expenses. One hundred percent of 

each dollar raised goes directly to aid basic needs in the Tulsa County 

Area. If you would like to support or volunteer for Helping Hand, visit their 

website at HelpingHandMinistry918.com. 

Helping Hand Ministry  
supporting Tulsans in need
By Emma Smith and Phil Marshall

Helping Hands stats
As of August 31, 2021, Helping Hand has disbursed 

$361,638 assisting 1,599 Tulsa County residents. Here’s a 

breakdown of the support provided:

• Food including 5,050 meals for 560 family members.
• Helped 397 family members avoid a shut-off of utility 

services.
• Supported 564 family members from being evicted.
• Assisted two individuals with needed prescription 

medication.
• Helped 76 individuals to secure photo IDs and/or food 

handlers’ permits in order to help them search for 
employment.

Emma Smith, Keith Mott and Eddie Bayouth of Helping Hand Ministry.

Good Tidings we bring to you and your kin … yes, it’s beginning to  

 look a lot like Christmas around the Church house. Poinsettias 

and wreaths will soon decorate the Sanctuary. And, in the Atrium, 

the Celebrating Christmas Together sign-up table will be available 

starting Sunday, November 21.

Join the First Church Board of Deacons 

as we move this ministry from Emerson 

Elementary to our new home. Let’s show 

Anderson Elementary our love and Christ’s 

love as we joyously celebrate His birth. Each 

sponsored student will receive a Bible, a board 

game, a story book, socks and a sweatshirt – 

all in a festive First Church bag. 

Then, mark your calendar for Friday, December 17, at 1 p.m., as our 

congregation travels to Anderson Elementary to celebrate together.  

We’ll play games and join the Chancel Choir in some Christmas caroling.   

And, if you want to learn more about what building relationships looks 

like, ask us about First Church’s Lunch Buddy Program. We’d love the 

opportunity to have that conversation with you.

May this Advent season bring the Shepherds’ Wonder and the Angels’ 

Joy to you and your family.

Celebrate Christmas  
with the students at  
Anderson Elementary 
By James M. Inhofe II, chair of Celebrating Christmas Together 
and Board of Deacons

Volunteers fill bags with Christmas gifts to deliver to elementary students.

Afghan refugees are coming to Tulsa.”  When  

    these words first were being spoken in 

      August, I was home recovering from 

COVID-19, and watching the news from Afghanistan 

with all the mixed and conflicted emotions that so 

many of us experienced. As I started playing catch 

up the following week, I found these strangers 

rearranging my priorities and calendar. I scrambled 

to establish the right contacts with Catholic Charities  

and help get the right people in contact with one another.

I was encouraged that so many Christians from throughout our city  

were eager to get involved in serving across lines of denomination or 

tradition. First Church hosted a gathering of more than 50 leaders 

throughout the Tulsa area. People rearranged their schedules to hear  

from our friends at Catholic Charities of Eastern Oklahoma, who is  

leading this resettlement effort in the city (they have been doing this  

work in Tulsa for decades).

We helped to spread the message that the whole Church in the whole 

city will be needed to support these families, and the first step was 

furnishing apartments to welcome these new neighbors. 

While furnishing these homes is pressing at the time I write this, I pray 

for the coming season when we will begin building strong relationships 

with these new neighbors to support them in this significant transition. 

We know that relationships will be critical for the long-term success of 

everyone on this resettlement journey.

Now we are getting opportunities to begin some of these 

relationships, to be on a journey with these new neighbors into an 

unknown future. It means learning about their culture and homeland, 

being curious about what is familiar and what is strange. 

“It means loving people generously, maybe recklessly; 
loving them until they ask ‘why?’”

– Rev. James Estes

One my favorite things about working in mission is to see the joy and 

life that come to others as they join Christ by giving their lives in love for 

a hurting and broken world. The joy and life are reliable because God will 

not be outgiven. Does God call us to serve these new Afghan neighbors 

because God intends, through us, to bring His love and salvation to 

them? Yes, this is the case without a doubt. Yet, there is another parallel 

truth. God calls us to service as a way of awakening hidden aspects of 

his salvation in us as a congregation and in our individual lives. In service 

God graciously reorders and rearranges according to his higher purpose.

The scriptures tell us that in welcoming the stranger we welcome 

Christ, and when we welcome Christ he will doubtlessly rearrange our 

lives for the good. So as the opportunities to serve become available in 

the coming days and months, I urge you to race to the front of the line 

to have your calendar rearranged, too. Give of yourself as you are able 

(maybe more) because this is a step toward the longed-for salvation of 

our city, our world, and even our Church.

“

Rev. James Estes

http://HelpingHandMinistry918.com


We usually understand Advent as the season of preparation 

for the birth of Christ. A cursory query of the Bible though, 

provides an additional understanding.

The Psalms give hints and clues as to the sacrifice to be made on 

the cross. In Psalm 69:21, sour wine is mentioned and Psalm 72:10, 

prophesies gifts to be brought by the Kings. Isaiah 53:4, speaks of the 

suffering servant. 

Our Church art and architecture contain prophecies in image, signs of 

preparation for the cross. 

In “The Nativity” window, Epiphany panel, notice the three gifts offered 

by the wise men, The Three Kings. One gift is myrrh according to Matthew 

2:11. Myrrh is a spice used in embalming, an emblem of death to one who 

will suffer. 

“Preparation for Christ Ministry,” the second window, includes the 

Baptism of Jesus panel. A small cross is displayed over the shell. Baptism, 

a sacrament, serves as a reminder of faith promises. The symbolic act 

of baptism is the cleansing of the believer from sins, and preparation for 

eternal life. Colossians 2:12, reminds us that in baptism we were buried 

with Christ and have the promise of resurrection. 

When we reach the finality of this physical life, the promise is fulfilled, 

that of eternal life with the Trinity: the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The Columbarium, located between the Kerr Building and the 

Sanctuary, reminds us of the promise with the shape of a cross in the 

pavement. All four Gospels fulfill the prophecy of the Old Testament.  

The Birth of Christ, the Life of Christ and the sacrifice Christ made  

for us on the cross. 

Advent is a time to reflect on the birth of Christ and what this birth has 

meant over the centuries. It is a time to be mindful this life is finite ... but 

our eternal life is infinite. The cross is a reminder of our need to prepare.

By Joan Williams Hoar, Historian

Prophecy in image

Many thanks to Joan Hoar who  
has authored features on First Church  
crosses over the past two years. Joan  
is the Church historian and co-chair of  
the History and Archives committee. 

“For you were buried with Christ when you were 
baptized. And with him you were raised to new 
life because you trusted the mighty power of 
God, who raised Christ from the dead.”

– Colossians 2:12

“The Nativity” window, Epiphany panel.

Looking down into the Columbarium.

“Preparation for Christ Ministry,”  
  the Baptism of Jesus panel.
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“God’s secret plan has now been revealed to us; 
it is a plan centered on Christ designed long 
ago according to his good pleasure.”

– Ephesians 1:9
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Self-portraits by young artists from Masterwork Academy are on display at Crystal Bridges 
in a special exhibition commemorating the Arkansas museum’s 10th anniversary.

God has a unique way of taking the hopeless and transforming it    

 for the joyful. A decade ago, a lifeless office building stood across 

8th Street from First Church devoid of any future purpose. At 

least, that’s the way it may have seemed until someone realized we had 

an incredible opportunity literally at our doorstep. The vacant building 

was purchased by First Church, renewing its purpose to serve Tulsa in a 

transformational way. Fueled by God’s faithfulness and a congregation’s 

dedication to making a bigger impact on our community in the name of 

Christ, Project 8:10 (a reference to the building’s address and Nehemiah 

8:10) came to life. 

Here we are in the final weeks of 2021, with the building now entirely 

paid off and the focus on using proceeds from tenant leases for local 

mission and outreach. I had a chance to speak with Patrick Grogan (my 

dad), who happens to chair the 8:10 Project Council, about some of the 

exciting endeavors now underway.

Q:  How are missions selected?
A: Two years ago, the Session established the 8:10 Project Council to be a 

clearinghouse of ideas for the use of the funds dedicated to local mission. 

Since then, the council makes recommendations to the Session who 

must give the ultimate approval. A charter compiled from the work of 

multiple committees over a five-year period serves as a guide for the 

council to help discern the appropriate mission opportunities. 

First, the mission must point to the Good News of Jesus as the  

author and sustainer of life, encouraging all to taste and see that  

the Lord is good.

8:10 in 2021 – a building of hope
By Michael Grogan

Importantly, we favor transformational projects that address root causes 

or systemic issues that affect our community in a negative way.

We prioritize missions with service engagement opportunities for  

First Church members with a goal toward long-term relationship 

building, especially projects that lean into the competencies and 

passions of our congregation.

There is also a focus on supporting a handful of major projects rather 

than many small ones.

 
 

A: The funds have been used most notably in two ways. Masterwork 

Academy is a beautiful and effective example of the kind of mission 

that meets all the criteria for funding through the 8:10 Mission Fund.  

Due to the pandemic, the 8:10 Mission Fund was also tapped to 

meet urgent short-term needs of our congregants and others in the 

community this last year.

A: Transformation involves seeking change in the whole of human life 

materially, socially and spiritually, by recovering our true identity as 

human beings created in the image of God. It also means discovering 

our true vocation as productive stewards, faithfully caring for our world 

and each other. Transformational mission is by necessity relational. 

It is built upon the development of personal relationships and goes 

both ways. Not only is the one being served able to experience 

transformation, but we too are drawn closer and deeper into our 

relationship with God and others.

Relational missions by their very nature take time and human 

resources, and thus often are more costly to execute. This is why a 

generous pool of funds through the 8:10 Mission fund allows us to 

delve into missions that we might not otherwise be able to fund.

A: Any idea for mission opportunities or requests for funding can be 

placed before the 8:10 Project Council via a brief written application 

that is available from the Church office.  

The 8:10 Project Council team covets your prayers that the Holy Spirit 

will direct us and the Session as we discern how best to strengthen the 

Kingdom of God in Tulsa for His Glory.

To learn more about the 8:10 Mission Project,  

visit FirstChurchTulsa.org/serve/local.  
Use your mobile device and scan this  

QR to visit the Church "Serve the city"  

page which includes an application  

for 8:10 grants.

Q:  What is the importance of supporting    
 transformational projects? 

Q:  How have the funds from the 8:10 
Building been used to serve our fellow 
Tulsans in the past year?

Q:  How can mission ideas or  
 recommendations for funding be  
 brought to the 8:10 Project Council?

“ ... for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
 – Nehemiah 8:10

8:10 Building ribbon cutting ceremony in 2015.

Jenette McEntire and Masterwork students.

http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/serve/local
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Fall 2021 UKirk  
member recruitment
Shown here are recruitment events for UKirk, our college ministry,  
which meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. at TU's Sharp Chapel and Sundays  
at 9:30 a.m. at the Church. 
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As a family of faith, we are called to nurture children to grow in  

  their love, faith and service to our Lord, Jesus Christ. We as a  

      congregation promise to do this very thing whenever we baptize  

a child. Ideally, we hope to echo the same faith, principles and practices 

a child sees and hears every day in the lives of their parents, family and 

friends. We take Christ’s command to make disciples seriously and 

intentionally pour into the lives of our children with the hope that they  

will publicly claim this faith as their own and live it out fully as part of  

the Body of Christ.

 

Confirmation is an important milestone on the path of discipleship.  
It provides an opportunity for high school students to explore what  

we as Presbyterians believe and get answers to their questions about  

God, faith and life. We seek to cultivate a deeper understanding of  

what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ and how that is lived  

out in their lives. 

Confirmation will begin on Wednesday, January 5, for freshmen and 

any other high school youth interested in exploring what we believe. This 

will be incorporated into our regular Wednesday evening meetings in the 

Powerhouse called Amass Exodus. Confirmation students will engage in a 

nine-week lesson and discussion series about different aspects of our faith. 

We will be discussing World Religions, the Bible, the Trinity, the Gospel, the 

sacraments, Church history and the great ends of the Church.

As the nine weeks of confirmation finish up, confirmands will be 

encouraged to write down what they believe. Any youth wanting to  

become a member of First Church will then meet with session where  

their personal statements of faith will be shared and discussed. The  

final step of this process is a Commitment and Prayer service, where  

they will make a public profession of faith and become full members. 

 

Confirmation: a profession of faithConfirmation: a profession of faith
By Steve Wilson, director of High School Ministries

Before this service they will be given covenant cards 

to prayerfully sign. This card outlines the ways all 

members of the Body of Christ are called to live out 

our faith. We encourage these new members to take 

this covenant to heart, embracing the reality that we 

all continually require God’s help to life with him and 

for his glory. 

We look forward to the next group of students 

who will participate in confirmation this year and ask 

you to please be in prayer for these youth  

and their leaders.

Continued on next page ...

continued from previous page ...

2021 Confirmands

Steve Wilson talks with First Church students  
at the Powerhouse.
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Working with muralist Josh Butts is like being in a creative 

think tank. His love of art, art history, location and sentiment 

are encouraging, optimistic and relevant. Josh first began his 

proposal for this site-specific mural on the west side of the Powerhouse 

building by studying the work of Thomas Hart Benton whose large-scale 

murals in the 1930s for the WPA are considered the most important murals 

ever executed in the United States. For Tulsans, Tomas Hart Benton is known 

as a Regionalist whose artwork has been exhibited at Philbrook Museum, 

Gilcrease Museum, and The University of Tulsa. Benton’s work often featured 

fluid figures of everyday people doing everyday activities. Mr. Butt’s mural 

for First Church captures the essence of Benton’s work and creates murals 

that are current in his contemporary use of a public urban exterior surface 

as his context.

“Mr. Butt’s palette of vibrant 
colors demands your 
attention and captures the 
viewer’s imagination. ”

– Holbrook Lawson, Ph.D.

His strong, active and flowing figures 

dominate his painting. They depict many 

common Biblical stories such as The 

Parable of the Sower and Daniel in the 
Lion’s Den. The image of Jesus as the 

central figure is a nod to another Regionalist 

painting, that of John Steuart Curry’s  

“Tragic Prelude.” Mr. Butts artfully uses this image to reference Jesus and  

the feeding of 5,000 with loaves of bread and fish.

Initially I loved the surprise of the saltshaker. I thought why? I began to 

think of scriptures, what does it mean to be a pillar of salt? To be Lot’s wife? 

Are we preserving our sins? Could we freeze our current perspective, and 

would it be one of God? Maybe, it simply means we need to shake up our 

lives and be on the path with God. Or maybe we are to be salt and light to  

the world? Mathew 5:13-15. 

The message is for the viewer to discern.

Finally, Mr. Butts is playful. We see signs of his humor in this mural. 

Another example is his small sign with the wording, “This is the sign you’ve 

been searching for.” His work challenges one to look for signs in his work  

and the signs within our daily lives. Maybe these signs are to remind us  

to be outwardly focused and inwardly God centered. Enjoy your search  

for meaning and enjoyment in this exciting new mural which combines 

words and images to send a message there is plenty for all, to serve  

and to be different.

Jesus holding loaf and fish feeding the 5,000.

Powerhouse mural  
Reminds us to love Jesus, serve others and be different
By Holbrook Lawson, Ph.D.

Josh Butts

Parable of the sower.

Daniel in the lion's den.

This is the sign you’ve been searching for.

Salt and light.
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Parish RegisterParish Register
Welcome new members 

Welcome new staff 

Erin Barnhart, Children’s 
Ministry

Russell Owens, MaintenanceJohn Cathey, Kitchen

James “Jim” MulkeyRandie Lewis

Nancy Pellegrino

Carol Graham

Abby Boehning

Kristen Weeldreyer

George Graham

Sam Boehning Lara Davis Micah Davis

Janie Mulkey

Claire Armstrong

George DeShurley III

Tidings is a quarterly publication of First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa,  
709 South Boston Avenue, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74119.

Read past issues of Tidings on our website at FirstChurchTulsa.org/ 
Tidings. If you would like to write an article or take photos for the magazine, 
please contact Louann Buhlinger at lbuhlinger@FirstChurchTulsa.org  
or call 918-301-1032.

Editorial Team: Louann Buhlinger, Hannah Elliott, Patricia Hall,  
Kathy Wilson

Contributors: Emma Smith, Eric Baird, Holbrook Lawson Ph.D.,  
Rev. James Estes, James M. Inhofe II, Joan Williams Hoar, Jeffrey Metcalf, 
Julia Metcalf, Michael Grogan, Phil Marshall, Sarah Savage, Steve Wilson,  
Rev. Wally Johnson and Rev. Wes Vander Lugt.

Thank you to the members of the Communications Committee  
for reviewing and selecting editorial for inclusion. 
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Pastors’ Top 10  
to read  
with Wally Johnson
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Prophecy  
in image  
with Joan Williams Hoar

p. 14  

Advent & artful  
receptivity  
with Dr. Wes Vander Lugt 
p. 3  

In this issue Four-year old James Buchan and his mother 
attending Christmas Eve services. 

“She will bear a son, and 
you are to name him Jesus, 
for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

– Matthew 1:21 NRSV 

The sacrament of baptism
Edmund Gerald Theodore Hutchinson, son of Hanna and  
Daniel Hutchinson, was baptized July 18

Naomi Grace DeSpain, daughter of Athena and Paul DeSpain,  
was baptized September 5

George Robert DeShurley was baptized on September 19

The celebration of Christian marriage
McKenzie Wilson married Ryan Corley on July 31

Mark Kachigian married Anne Horvath on September 3

The joy of new life - we welcome
Eleanor Ruth Rhoa, daughter of Laura and Mark Rhoa,  
was born on June 30

Isla Elizabeth Smith, daughter of Sarah and Alex Smith,  
was born on July 12

William Hayes Welch, son of Reagan and Taft Welch,  
was born on August 6

With gratitude for the resurrection
Willis (Bill) Thompson, a member since 1985, died on June 27

Carol Sanders, a member since 1947, died on July 9

Challa Ashlock, a member since 2008, died on July 9

Steve Tollett, a member since 1978, died on July 19

Janie Quint, a member since 1996, died on July 27

Madge Ryder, a member since 1999, died on August 8

Larry Don Johnson, a member since 2014, died on September 3     

Joan Hastings Camp, a member since 1967, died on September 5

Online resources
Find the latest information and  

updates on the First Church website.

  
Website FirstChurchTulsa.org

Event Calendar FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events

Read and subscribe to E-News FirstChurchTulsa.org/E-News

Sunday bulletins FirstChurchTulsa.org/Bulletins

First Church merchandise   CafePress.com/FirstChurchTulsa

10:10 Pastor’s Message archive
First Church has built a wonderful archive of pastor’s messages and 

worship services on Facebook. Link over to watch past broadcasts  

at Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa/videos.

Pastoral care
Please notify us of hospitalizations, births and deaths by  

contacting Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029. There are two numbers  

to call for prayer at any hour including the main Church number  

where a pastor on call will be notified, 918-584-4701; or contact  

Paula or Mark Peterson with the Guild of Intercessors at  

918-296-5548 or mandppeterson@msn.com.

Inquirers’  Inquirers’  
ClassClass

Ready for the next steps  
to membership?

June 20 through September 20, 2021

Join us for our next Inquirers’ Class. For more information, contact 

Patricia Hall, director of new member outreach at 918-301-1028 or 

email phall@firstchurchtulsa.org. 
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First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa 
FirstChurchTulsa.org

8:00 a.m. Chapel, traditional worship

8:30 a.m. Stephenson Hall, 
contemporary worship

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary, traditional worship

11:00 a.m. Stephenson Hall, 
contemporary worship

11:00 a.m. Great Hall, Tulsa International 
Fellowship (TIF) worship

Worship with us.

@FirstChurchTulsa  @1stChurchTulsa @FirstChurchTulsaFirst Presbyterian Church of Tulsa

Watch E-News or the website calendar at FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events  
for worship changes or additions.

http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events

