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First Church TulsaFirst Church Tulsa
atWorship

Kim Jones, a member of the Session and  

chair of the Personnel Committee, recently 

retired from Kimberly-Clark where she’s been an 

executive for 17 years. Her work at K-C included 

sorting through possible strategic goals for the 

company each year. Ask Kim what that looks  

like and she’ll start talking about WIGs. That’s 

Steven Covey talk for “Wildly Important Goals.”

A WIG, says Kim, is some singular goal that the whole organization 

chooses to take up and pursue together - every department, every 

manager and every employee; swept into the jet stream of a company-

wide effort. 

This idea has been endorsed by the FPC Strategic Planning team, 

headed by Elder Porter Shults. And the Session focused most of its 

September meeting on this one subject. Now we’re wanting to enlarge 

the voices that offer ideas as we head into the New Year. 

So here’s the question: if First Church were going to undertake one 

“Wildly Important Goal” in 2021, what might you offer by way of an 

idea? If we were to focus our full attention in the New Year, lifting up and 

pursuing one area of ministry, one significant undertaking that the entire 

congregation could embrace and support, what might you suggest that 

undertaking be? 

Our first reflections on these questions have included the theme: 

Bridging the Divide. We’ve asked what divides exist that the Lord of the 

Church wants us to bridge? We’re very aware of the one divide in our city 

that will have the whole nation’s attention in 2021: the racial divide. 

You might have seen the article in the Washington Post (June 20, 

2020). The headline read: Tulsa’s Ugly Racial History: from the Trail of 

Tears to the 1921 Race Massacre. 

If we were to address this divide and ask how we might take steps in 

bridging it in 2021, what might that look like? Some have pointed to an 

“all-in” approach to the efforts of our Masterwork Academy, one FPC 

outreach effort that’s bridging any number of divides within our city.  

This would involve an FPC “full-court press” including giving of our time, 

talent and efforts in expressing the love of Jesus to these kids and  

their families. 

Our Wednesday Night Downtown Pastor’s Class called “Bridging 

the Divide” has also been helpful in our discernment. Leaders from the 

African-American Christian community (and their congregants) have 

given their insights on exactly these questions. The Rev. Terry Buxton 

from the Agape Bible Fellowship, the Rev. Mel Cooper from WorldWon for 

Christ, and the Rev. Anthony Scott from the First Baptist Church of North 

Tulsa, have helped us see more clearly how we can collaborate with the 

larger Christian community as we move into the New Year. 

You’ll hear more about ways you can engage this ongoing conversation 

in the months ahead. And I ask your prayers for the Session as we 

discern one or two “Wildly Important Goals” which the Holy Spirit  

would like us to pursue in the months ahead. 

After Thanksgiving, the season of Advent is a time of new beginning as we mark the start of a new liturgical  

 year and wait for the arrival of the Christ Child. We make way for celebration in our homes and in our  

     hearts. This year, the following Advent services are scheduled and we invite you to read E-News and the 

Events Calendar on our website for the rest of our events including Advent Workshop, Cèilidh, Christmas Eve 

and Christmas Day worship services still in planning. Our 11 a.m. worship services will continue to be broadcast 

on Livestream.com, Facebook and Cox Cable Ch. 3.

Monday, November 23 All City Thanksgiving Worship Service at First Church – 7 p.m., Sanctuary

Thursday, November 26 Thanksgiving Worship – 11 a.m., Chapel and lunch at noon in  
 Stephenson Hall (lunch RSVP required)

Sunday, November 29 First Sunday of Advent – 8:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall;  
 11 a.m., Sanctuary; 11 a.m., Tulsa International Fellowship

Saturday, December 5 The New Advent Workshop – 10 a.m. - noon, Camp Loughridge

Sunday, December 6 Second Sunday of Advent – 8:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall;  
 11 a.m., Sanctuary; 11 a.m., Tulsa International Fellowship

Wednesday, December 9 Cèilidh – 6 - 7 p.m., Stephenson Hall (after dinner) – details to come

Sunday, December 13 Third Sunday of Advent – 8:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall; 11 a.m., Sanctuary;  
 11 a.m., Tulsa International Fellowship

Sunday, December 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Music Sunday – 8:30 a.m.,  
 Stephenson Hall; 11 a.m., Sanctuary; 11 a.m., Tulsa International Fellowship

Thursday, December 24 Christmas Eve Worship – times and details to come

Friday, December 25 Christmas Worship – 11 a.m., Sanctuary

Sunday, December 27 Festival Sunday – All services combined at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Thursday, December 31 New Year’s Eve Worship – 9:30 p.m., Great Hall; led by Rev. Wambugu Gachungi

“If First Church were going to undertake one “Wildly 
Important Goal” in 2021, what might you offer by  
way of an idea?”

– Rev. Dr. Jim Miller

Looking ahead to 2021:  
bridging the divide
  By Rev. Dr. Jim Miller

Helpful links:
FirstChurchTulsa.org/E-News
FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events

http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/E-News
http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events


ADVENT 2020 / PAGE 4

It’s early 2020 and news of a serious, virulent illness starts 

circulating. Research began as COVID-19 spread around the globe;  

and soon, choirs in several countries were identified as ground zero  

for breakouts. It was determined that the very act of singing, with  

its prolonged, sustained, deep breathing, was a “super-spreader.” 

Church, school and community choirs everywhere were told to stop 

singing immediately to quell the spread of the virus. 

This was stunning and disheartening news for Church musicians. 

Singing lies at the very core of Christian faith and worship. Singing 

Biblical truth and deep theology imprints the Word of God on our  

hearts and minds, enriches and elevates worship, and declares His 

glory to the world. In Ephesians 5:19-20, Paul calls the church to, 

“Address one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,  

singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving  

thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of  

our Lord Jesus Christ.” So how do we answer this call, when we’re  

told that singing could be dangerous and even deadly?

Singing Christians jumped into action! As FPC shifted to virtual 

worship, the music ministry focused on ways to help members 

sing while worshiping safer-at-home. The Chancel Choir’s ministry 

continued via archival videos of favorite anthems. The worship team 

led as a smaller, physically distanced group. Our children’s Worship 

101 program offered online worship and music content, to encourage 

families to sing together at home. 

Music industry studies were soon commissioned to determine if 

there are “safe” ways to sing in person. Their results outlined several 

protocols that greatly reduce risk, which were quickly implemented at 

FPC. Chancel Choir members comfortable with these new protocols 

began a rotation of small ensembles on Sunday mornings.

What sweet joy it was to hear that first ensemble sing together! Lifting 

praise together again brought tears to the eyes of many. Participating choir 

members have expressed that, although there are only eight, distanced 

singers in the loft, they feel the presence of the full Chancel Choir singing 

with them. 

Hymn writers Keith and Kristyn Getty wrote in their book, “Sing!”  

that we are “… created, commanded and compelled to sing.” Before birth, 

our voices are designed by God to make musical sounds and to connect  

our bodies, hearts and minds in unique ways. In scripture, singing is 

referenced 400+ times, with at least 50 direct commands to sing. And  

as the Gettys’ also wrote, “God’s love for us inspires our response of  

love for Him and calls forth songs of joy from our lips.” The Sing! Global 

virtual worship conference, reminded and encouraged us in that even 

further. Christians around the globe, including here at FPC, heard from 

musicians, theologians, and artists how to infuse the Word into our daily 

lives, worship and mission by singing the Biblical truths found in the  

great hymns of the church.

And so, a favorite hymn reminds us of God’s call to sing as we navigate 

through uncertain times: 

“No storm can shake my inmost calm 
while to that rock I’m clinging. 
Since love is Lord of heaven and earth, 
How can I keep from singing?” 

We will continue to sing our faith together, in the midst of and in spite of 

a global pandemic. As faithful people of God, created, commanded and 

compelled to sing, how can we not? 

“Address one another in psalms and hymns  

and spiritual songs, singing and making melody  

to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks  

always and for everything to God the Father  

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
          – Ephesians 5:19 (NRSV)

Music ministry during a global pandemicMusic ministry during a global pandemic  
By Gretchen Bashforth

How can we keep from singing? How can we keep from singing? Chancel Choir members comfortable with new protocols began a rotation of small  
ensembles on Sunday mornings.

Christians around the globe, including here at FPC, heard from musicians, 
theologians and artists at the Sing! Global virtual worship conference.

Keith and Kristyn Getty wrote in their 
book, “Sing!” that we are “… created, 
commanded and compelled to sing.” 

We are one in the body of Christ when we bring  
our voices together to proclaim His glory! 

– Gretchen Bashforth
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to create music and shared it on social media.

COVID-19 upended their routines and closed their school. But the 

children of FPC’s Masterwork Academy for Faith & Fine Arts 

never stopped singing and dancing and creating this fall.

In the face of a pandemic, Masterwork Academy entered its fourth 

year of ministry by expanding to five days per week and adding hours to 

support Anderson Elementary students in their academics.

“If there were ever a time to equip children to reflect their Creator 

by creating beauty and good, it is now,” Executive Director Jenette 
McEntire explained. 

Masterwork Academy traditionally has operated as an afterschool 

program, providing students with professional instruction in ballet,  

music and the visual arts – all in a framework of teaching the Gospel. 

Moving to five days a week also allowed the program to add a physical  

 

 

fitness component. The program is funded by income generated from 

leasing office space in FPC’s 8:10 Building.

When Tulsa Public Schools closed for the first nine weeks of the  

fall semester and shifted to online learning, Masterwork opened early  

so the children could eat lunch, access Wi-Fi and receive help with  

their lessons. 

Masterwork is founded on Ephesians 2:10: “For you are God’s 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 

“The word ‘workmanship’ connotes a masterwork of art—exactly  

what we are teaching our students to become in Christ and create as  

they work toward mastery in the arts,” McEntire said.

Masterwork couldn’t function without daily volunteers. Adult and  

teen helpers serve as “champions” who encourage the children in their 

studies. You don’t need any special artistic skills to serve, McEntire said, 

just a love for children and Jesus.

If you would like to join in these 

“good works,” please contact 

Masterwork Program Coordinator 

Kelly Brown at kbrown@
masterworkacademy.org or  

918-370-0207 for more information.

Masterworks students  
helped with online learning
By Kelly Kurt Brown

A personal perspective of leading A personal perspective of leading 
worship during COVID-19worship during COVID-19
By Eric Baird

The art of leading worship is a paradox in 

action. My goal as a worship leader is to 

do my best yet become invisible while 

standing in front of everyone in order to make 

performance art an all-inclusive invitation.

Worship leading is extremely relational. 

Normally, the worship leader reads the faces  

of the congregation to navigate the ever-

changing waters of invitation. “Come and let’s 

seek the Lord, let’s exalt His name together. He is good and He is here.” 

This has been the heart of the ministry I’m blessed to engage in at First 

Church and it has never been more challenging than during this time of 

COVID-19. “How do I get out of the way and be seen on screen? How do 

I engage relationally and invitationally with a congregation I can’t see 

because they are in a remote location or their faces are covered and 

voices muted? I’ve been learning a lot during this time of change.

So far, the most effective avenues of ministry include investing 

more of my time in personal relationships with the congregation. When 

performing, I check my own heart and focus on the Lord. I have renewed 

my reliance on the work of the Holy Spirit. It takes faith to try new things 

and walk through a time when people’s eyes don’t tell the whole story.  

As Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 

the conviction of things not seen.”

Volunteer worship leader Solomon Tsuma said the following 

about his experience, “Empty chairs take getting used to, but  

being online still enables that ministry and relationship. It has  

been such a fulfilling time for me as it has allowed time to  

reflect, cast vision and ask, ‘Where is the Lord leading us?’ 

It has been a time God has poured into me. Our congregation  

has been supportive and engaged both in person and online  

and that relationship has helped refine the online ministry.  

I’m just grateful for what God is doing in this time.”

Indeed, the Lord has lead the worship staff of this Church into 

innovation to help the congregation continue to worship. Tools new to us 

including worship music videos, streaming new online worship offerings 

such as 10:10 Pastor’s Message and Fridays at Five-Worship Music  
with Eric (over the summer), a new focus on streaming our Sunday 

services, a weekly Thursday prayer gathering, even a new outdoor 

Sunday evening service at Camp Loughridge. Leading in worship is 

always an act of faith, but now more than ever as we have stepped into 

the unknown of this season. I’m so grateful to be a part of a church and 

ministry that is unafraid to seek the Lord and find new ways of engaging 

in the ministry of His kingdom.  

 “It has been such a fulfilling time for 
me as it has allowed time to reflect, 
cast vision and ask, ‘Where is the Lord 
leading us?’”

– Solomon Tsuma

Fridays at Five – Worship Music with Eric

Eric Baird

“The sheer delight received when little faces break out in 
smiles while hurrying to get a hug upon arrival EVERY 
day as they hop off their buses. Feeling the presence of 
our loving Father and seeing his creation in each and 
every one of them is bliss–Praise the Lord. I have so 
many new and precious memories of these children our 
God has brought to First Presbyterian during this crazy 
and trying time of COVID-19, and I truly am excited 
more will be added.”

– Rita Helwege, Masterwork volunteer

mailto:kbrown%40masterworkacademy.org?subject=
mailto:kbrown%40masterworkacademy.org?subject=
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I would venture to guess that 2020 has not been 

the year that most of us expected or wanted: 

coronavirus, murder hornets, shootings, rioting, 

protesting, civil unrest, an election cycle punctuated 

by polarization, forest fires that have ravaged the 

west coast, a series of hurricanes … the list could  

go on. We are all ready for a respite, and I often  

hear the hopeful sentiment, “We just need to make it to 2021,” or “I’m so 

ready for 2020 to be done.” 

I don’t know exactly what people are expecting to happen when the  

clock strikes 12:01 a.m. on January 1, 2021, but I can appreciate the 

sentiment. This year we have found ourselves groaning in eager 

expectation for something new, longing for things to be restored, to  

be set back to “the way they used to be.” 

The meaning of Advent
  By Rev. Dan Hutchinson

In Advent, we remember, and we look forward with joyful expectation, knowing 

that our hope is not in vain. 

As we walk through this season as a community, we catch tangible reminders 

of what has been done and what is coming. Each Sunday in Advent, the pastors 

wear purple stoles as they lead in worship, purple being the color of royalty, the 

stole representing the towel that Jesus used to wash his disciples’ feet. It is a visual 

declaration that Jesus, the baby born in the manger, who washes our feet and heals 

us with his blood, is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 

 

 

 

In the same way, the candles of hope, peace, joy and love, which are lit 

successively each week, remind us that the light of Christ overcomes the darkness, 

and they challenge us to consider the nature of the King and the Kingdom that 

is coming. Jesus is the Prince of Peace, the joy of the highest heavens, the 

embodiment of God’s love, and the one for whom our hearts hope. As those who 

claim Christ as Lord and long for the Kingdom, we should be filled with hope, seek 

peace, live with joy, and love even as we have been loved. Christmas Eve, as the fifth 

candle, or Christ candle, is lit, we remember that Christ has come, that Christ is with 

us even now by the presence of the Holy Spirit, and that Christ will come again. 

The King is coming. His Kingdom is making its way into our lives, into our homes, 

into our families, so we have every reason to rejoice, to give thanks, and to live with 

an inexorable hope; even in a time like 2020.

As Christians, this idea of longing and expectation is not new. It sits right 

at the heart of what we believe. We know that the world is not the way it was 

created to be. We know that we ourselves are not the way we are supposed  

to be. We also know that something has been done, and is being done,  

about it. Enter Advent. 

Advent, from the Latin word adventus, means coming or arrival. It is the 

beginning of the liturgical year for the Church, taking us through the four 

weeks leading up to Christmas. Advent is a season of longing. It is a time of 

expectant waiting as we remember that the hopes and fears of all the years 

are not answered by human striving or human ingenuity, but by a little baby, 

born in a manger in Bethlehem. This baby is God’s son. He is the once and 

future King; the one who has come, and the one who will come again. He is 

the light shining in the darkness. He is the one whose Kingdom is advancing 

through humility and service and sacrifice. He is the one who is able to heal 

the broken and restore the dead to life.        

Continued next page

 “In Advent, we remember, and we look forward  
with joyful expectation, knowing that our hope  
is not in vain.”

–Rev. Dan Hutchinson The color purple at Advent is symbolic of royalty.

Advent wreath at First Church.

The First Church live nativity.
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The value of meeting  
in small groups

By Phillip Bowman

W e call our small groups, K Groups after the Greek word, 

Koinonia. Many translate that as simply fellowship, but 

that is selling it short. Koinonia is more than that, it is living 

life together and serving God in community. Here are just some of the 

stories of how First Church K Groups did just that over the past year.

Zach Rivers is in one of the smallest K groups. It consists of only 

six people, but as Zach said, “This is our ‘chosen family;’ the people 

that Christ chose for us, so we can live this life together.” The one God 

chose for Zach’s wife Carly was Beth Woodard. In 2019 Carly had 

an accident resulting in a TBI, and Zach said Carly has not been the 

same since. Beth 

Woodard knows 

firsthand what 

it is like to deal 

with a TBI. “Over 

the past year and a half, we have been blessed that God put Beth in 

our lives for this challenge.” Zach said, “K Group is our refuge because 

of Beth and the others in our group. We can gather round, talk about 

what is on our hearts including the good, the bad and sometimes ugly. 

Then we can lift each other up in prayer.” And, God put just the right 

people together to do just that. 

Megan Harris and her husband, Ben, recently had their first baby. 

Unfortunately, Megan had a few scares during her pregnancy, and baby 

Amelia came four weeks early, which required an extended hospital 

stay. She said, “We do not have any family in Tulsa, so our K Group 

was a major source of support for us throughout my pregnancy and 

after Amelia's arrival. Beyond friendship, love and prayer, our K Group 

provided for practical needs as well including organizing and contributing 

to a Meal Train, and throwing not one but 

two different socially distanced showers.” 

Now Megan and Ben know that Amelia 

has more than just her parents. “We are 

grateful that we did not welcome Amelia 

alone, but that our K Group was right with 

us (socially distanced, of course) every 

step of the way. We know that they will 

continue to love all three of us well and 

will show her the love of Jesus they have 

shown us.” That is the kind of community 

that we crave, one with God intertwined 

with loving faithful friends.  
“This is our ‘chosen family;’  the people 
that Christ chose for us, so we can live 
this life together.”

– Zach Rivers

Rev. Dan Hutchinson said the only 

appropriate beginning for this article 

is a quote from “The Princess Bride,” 

“Let me explain … no, there is too, let 

me sum up.” 

Podcasts. Throughout the lock down 

I have listened to a plethora of podcasts. 

One of the best comes from the Hanna 

C. Howard studios, right here at First 

Church called, “Life on the Vine.” Rev. 

Dan Hutchinson and Pathfinders leader, Jackson Seibert, began this 

podcast in April 2020 with the goal of, “Engaging the congregation in a 

different way and encouraging them in living out John 15.” 

How do we allow Jesus to impact the way we shop, vote, talk and 

generally behave in a context some 2000 years after the Bible was 

written? I’ve listened to every episode and can tell you that “Life on the 

Vine” unfailingly brings content that is humorous, interesting, practical 

and wise. In the coming months, they plan on engaging topics such as 

the book of Revelation, the Holy Spirit and politics. 

They are also seeking input and topics from their fan base so feel free 

to contact them with any ideas you may have for a show. This may be a 

podcast from NextGen ministries, but it is for everyone. Take it from me, I 

not only wrote the theme song … I’m a fan! 

Between January 1 and July 31, 2020 Helping Hand Ministry has 

spent $231,701 helping 2,998 families facing financial crisis and strain. 

In July alone, HHM gave $83,535 to keep 117 families in their homes, which 

represents more than a 10 percent increase in spending from the same 

time last year. 

When the moratorium on evictions expires many Tulsa County residents 

will be in imminent danger of becoming homeless. Thanks to your donations 

and a generous gift from the 8:10 Project, HHM is still operational. 

At this time, to keep volunteers safe, HHM is only assisting people by 

appointment. In early September they began redirecting clients. The 

need has been great and the volunteers are working 

hard to help as many people as possible. Thank you  

for your prayers and financial support of this 

incredible ministry, especially at such an  

important time!

If you're interested in donating to Helping  

Hand, text FPC709Boston HHMCovid19  
to 73256. To volunteer, call Helping Hand at 

918-582-1356. 

Helping Hand gives Tulsans 
support during financial crisis

Stories from Life on Stories from Life on 
the Vine podcastthe Vine podcast
By Eric Baird

Melissa Rutherford’s group found out how to connect to 

each other through service, by volunteering at the Tulsa Boys 

Home. Once a month, they would cook, play games and talk 

with the boys. Melissa enjoyed connecting with the boys, and 

she found that they craved the conversation that resulted. “It 

was an amazing feeling to love on these boys who don’t have 

many people who love on them.” Connecting with the boys was 

often hard, and the boys would sometimes have conflict with 

each other. She said that the hard parts really brought their 

group together and they learned a lot about each other. Their 

service to God has been fruitful with benefits to not only the 

boys but to each other. 

If you are looking for a community where you can live life 

together, consider creating or joining a K Group. Contact  

Phillip Bowman at pbowman@FirstChurchTulsa.org or  

call 918-630-1786.

 “When you go through something challenging,  
you grow close.” 

– Melissa Rutherford

Megan, Ben and Amelia Harris  
of the Brown/Harris K Group

Members of the Devore K Group

Members of the Blackman/Hillis K Group meeting on Zoom.

Members of the Blackman/Hillis K Group

Members of the Brown/Harris K Group
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Jackson Seibert and Rev. Dan Hutchinson

http://pbowman@FirstChurchTulsa.org
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Advent is a wonderful time of year when we remember Christ  

  sacrificing heaven for us. The Bible tells us that he became a  

     child for us and that He is Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace. This is Good News indeed!  

One of my favorite traditions this time of year is decorating our 

Christmas tree. I enjoy getting out the ornaments that represent 

milestones in the life of our family. We put our tree in the center of our  

house so we can see it from each room. The Christmas tree represents 

the biggest milestones of Christ’s life here on earth. It represents 

the wood that the manger and the cross were handmade from. It is a 

constant reminder of Christ’s sacrifice for all of us and the love He shares 

with us. 

One way we can share Christ’s love at Christmas is to make simple 

Christmas trees out of paper or fabric and give them to our family 

members, friends, neighbors and those who cannot come to Church 

due to illness or age. Here is a pattern for a Christmas tree that can be 

made out of paper or fabric and decorated with glitter, buttons, sequins 

and other fun items. The tree can be slipped into a Christmas card as an 

added surprise. It can be the actual card with a loving message written 

on it or it can be made into an ornament by attaching a ribbon at the top.  

Advent helps us remember the love that God has for us. He showed us 

that love by sending His Son to us. Merry Christmas! 

Christmas tree  
craft in three  
easy steps.

1. Download and print template  
from the link below.

2. Cut half circle on solid lines.
3. Fold on dotted lines.
 Decorate and enjoy!

1. 2. 3.

Children’s crafts for Christmas
 By Sarah Savage

For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given;  

And the government will be upon His shoulder.

And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

   – Isaiah 9:6

Download template from our website:
FirstChurchTulsa.org/ChristmasCraft2020

“Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making  

the best use of the time.”

   – Colossians 4:5-6

Salt and Light  
Prayer Room
By Louann Buhlinger

The new Salt and Light Prayer Room at First Church has  

been created for those who would like to take a moment to 

pray for those who are far from the Father. Reverend James 
Estes and Laurel Baird created the room with the thought that we 

often pray for those who are sick or experiencing misfortune, but 

forget to pray for those who are lost or in a place of spiritual deficit.

The Prayer Room is located in room 204, east of the Chapel,  

and is open during normal business hours Monday through Friday  

and on Sunday’s before and after Sunday School. Salt and Light 

instructions are on the walls of the room as you enter. Those who  

pray are asked to write the names of people they are praying for and 

pray for them while holding the names in their hands. Afterwards,  

the names are pinned to a board in the room. 

“Our hope is that Church members feel encouraged to come and 

pray for the prodigal children, the hearts that have turned from God 

and those that don’t yet know the love of the Father,” said Estes.  

Christmas craft instructions here 

http://FirstChurchTulsa.org/ChristmasCraft2020
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First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa

Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10:10 a.m. – Pastor’s Message
In 2020, we developed a wonderful archive  

of Pastor’s Messages and worship services 

on Facebook Live. Link over to watch 

past broadcasts at Facebook.com/
FirstChurchTulsa/videos.

We are open for Sunday worship and welcome you to attend.  

If you would like to continue viewing from home, two of our services  

are broadcast online and traditional worship is broadcast on  

television. For an updated worship schedule, check our website  

at: FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events 

8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship, Sundays, Stephenson Hall

11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship, Sundays, Sanctuary

Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Cox Cable Ch. 3 at 11 a.m., 5 p.m. and 10 p.m.

11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship  
Sundays, Great Hall

Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa

5:00 p.m. – Vespers Evening Worship 
Sundays through November 2020, Camp Loughridge K-Dome

Stay in the know, read E-News
Would you like the bi-monthly E-News 

delivered to your inbox? Sign up at  

FirstChurchTulsa.org/Enews-signup. 

Our newsletter includes all the latest 

updates on worship, events and activities  

in and around First Church Tulsa.

Social media
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn.

@FirstChurchTulsa

@1stChurchTulsa

@FirstChurchTulsa

First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa

Event Updates
For all the latest news on worship, special events and more, visit our 

website calendar at FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events and read the  

semi-monthly E-News found at FirstChurchTulsa.org/Enews

Where do I find ...
With our new website launched this  

year, we have added a few pages you 

might be interested in including:

 Church events FirstChurchTulsa.org/Events

 Feature stories FirstChurchTulsa.org/Stories

 Back issues of E-News  FirstChurchTulsa.org/E-News

 Bulletins  FirstChurchTulsa.org/Bulletins

 Back issues of Tidings  FirstChurchTulsa.org/Tidings

 First Church Merch  CafePress.com/FirstChurchTulsa

Campus signage and branding
This is the story of how a 135-year old institution is updating 

its downtown campus so more people will come to know our 

deeply-rooted Christian community. 

First Presbyterian Church has been a beacon of Christian 

light in Tulsa since its very beginning. Today, we stand on the 

shoulders of giants, generations who came before us, working 

for the common good to make this community a better place. 

Many people who drive by our campus every day probably 

don’t realize they’re passing a downtown Christian outpost that’s 

spread over five city blocks with four very different buildings. And, 

many of you know how hard it is to explain to a visitor where you’ll 

meet them or how to get to a particular spot in a different building 

on campus. Well, that’s all about to change.

The Church, led by a branding committee made up of 

members and staff, is embarking on a branding and campus-

wide sign and identification program along with an updated 

logo and overarching name of “First Church.” It’s a name we 

already use internally, but now, it will be our public name too. 

At first, it might sound prideful or boastful until you consider 

our history. We truly are Tulsa’s first Church; that’s why “1885” 

is so prominent in the design.

Watch the video at FirstChurchTulsa.org/Branding to see 

examples of how the new branding will be utilized online and in 

print. The important thing to remember is we’re not changing our 

official name or how we worship. We’re still fiercely Presbyterian. 

In print and electronic usage, you’ll find the First Church logo, and 

you’ll also see First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa. 

The plan for campus identification is very exciting and 

the project is already into its second phase of development 

including building signs, property boundary markers, 

pageantry, building entrance directories and more. 

Welcome to First Church. A place you know very well … and 

now others will have a better chance of discovering it too.  

The Sacrament of Baptism
Cameron Kelly Mercer, son of Shelly and Kelly Mercer, was baptized 

on August 23, 2020

With Gratitude for the Resurrection
James Bost, a member since 2018, died July 30, 2020

James Boswell, a member since 1976, died July 27, 2020

Vandetta Butler, a member since 1969, died June 18, 2020

Sandra Cousins, a member since 1968, died September 9, 2020

Linda Hunter, a member since 1980, died August 31, 2020

Charla Kitch, a member since 2000, died August 23, 2020

Edward Lawson, a member since 1947, died August 7, 2020

Tom Mason, a member since 1993, died June 22, 2020

Sandi Willhite, a member since 2008, died July 14, 2020

Pastoral care
If you would like to inform us of someone in the hospital or a birth, 

marriage or death, please call 918-584-4701. Do you need prayer? 

Either call 918-584-4701 and ask for Kathy Wilson or contact Paula 

or Mark Peterson with the Guild of Intercessors at 918-296-5548 or 

mandppeterson@msn.com. For afterhours emergencies, please call 

918-584-4701.

 

Ready for the next steps to membership?
Join us for our next Inquirers Class. For more information,  

contact Patricia Hall, director of new member outreach at  

918-301-1028 or email phall@firstchurchtulsa.org. 

http://www.FirstChurchTulsa.org/(link
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Celebrating 75-years as an intercessory 
prayer group
By Paula Peterson, Guild Chairman 

It was 1945 and Gordon Gerhardt had returned to 

Tulsa from the war. He recalls his mother, Betty 

Gerhardt, had organized a group of elderly women 

who wanted to do something “important” for the 

church. She said, “They didn’t want to be put on the 

shelf; they wanted the Church to use them.” 

Betty said one day she was reading a publication 

that inspired her to start a prayer group: “… I read 

about the name Guild of Intercessors being chosen for 

women’s prayer groups in churches — and that’s what 

we decided on.” (Source: “Tidings,” March 24, 1985) 

These early Guild members prayed for FPC members 

who were hospitalized. 

This year the Guild of Intercessors is celebrating 

75-years serving the congregation of First Church. From 

its inception, the Guild has been an independent group 

who supports First Church members with intercessory 

prayer. The Guild has moved beyond the hospital list 

to include praying for a variety of prayer requests from 

members of the congregation.

A list of prayer requests is sent to Guild members 

and the pastors every week. This Prayer Letter also 

includes inspirational devotions and essays, many 

of them written by Mark Peterson. The Guild has 

also expanded to include both men and women. We 

currently have over 70 members who faithfully pray 

daily for the needs of our congregation. 

Guild members also pray daily for individuals on  

our cancer list, and also for active-duty military 

personnel who have a connection with First Church 

members. Monte Prater faithfully prepares and 

maintains these two lists. The Armed Forces list is 

distributed to the congregation.

In 1990, the Guild designed a Prayer Request card 

to be placed in the sanctuary pew racks. Cards may be 

completed by congregants, placed in the offering plates 

during worship services, or placed in the Prayer Request 

Box in the Atrium. Many requests are also received by 

word of mouth, emails or telephone contact.

To assist the First Church community in understanding 

the value of prayer, the Guild also coordinates the annual 

Holy Week Prayer Vigil. Through participation in the vigil, 

participants are encouraged to spend quiet time with the 

Lord and come to appreciate the power of prayer.  

Seventy-five years later, God is 

still calling us to pray for others. The 

Guild’s motto is “We are united hearts 

seeking the power of God.” We believe 

our faithful and earnest prayers of 

intercession will be heard and God’s great power  

will produce “wonderful results.” (James 5:16b NLT)

If you need prayer or you would like to for pray  

for others, please contact Paula Peterson at  

918-296-5548. 

 “We believe our faithful and earnest 
prayers of intercession will be heard 
and God’s great power will produce 
wonderful results.”

– Paula Peterson

Guild members Paula Peterson and Peggy Stephenson
UNITED HEARTS

Seeking the Power of G
od


