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In the classic dramatic comedy, “The Princess Bride,” the hero 
Westley is attempting to climb the cliffs of insanity, while  
Inigo Montoya waits. Inigo, growing impatient, offers to help  
him, but concedes that Westley may not trust him since he is 
only waiting around to kill him. Westley responds that, under 
the circumstances, Inigo will just have to wait. Indigo mutters, 
“I hate waiting.”

I hate waiting.
If there was one statement that summed up our modern world, 
this might be it. We … hate … waiting. We want what we 
want, and we want it now. We are obsessed with the immediate. 
How many of us have found ourselves paying a little extra for 
something on Amazon simply so that we can get it shipped with 
Prime? How many of us refuse to watch shows live because we 
can’t bear to wait a whole week to find out what happens next? 
This mindset has chased us into the workplace, it chases us into 
our schools, it follows us into our families and our relationships. 
We text or snap someone, expect an immediate reply, and 
become offended or worried if there is silence. We send an 
important work e-mail at 9 p.m. and are upset when a response 
doesn’t come till the following morning. We are a culture 
obsessed with the immediate.

We hate waiting.
Which is one of the many reasons why Advent is so important. 
Advent, the period on the church calendar that takes us to 
Christmas, is a period of waiting. It is a season that invites us  
to slow down, to take a breath, to learn that Christian virtue  
of patience. 

Advent is from a Latin word that means “coming.” Two 
comings are in mind. Advent invites us to look back to the 
Incarnation when the second person of the Trinity, the Word 
through whom all things were created, took on flesh and bone 
and came into our world. Advent also looks forward to the 
second coming when Christ shall return to rule and reign as 

King and Lord. Advent is a time that reminds us of the bigger 
story that envelopes us. Christ has come and Christ will come 
again. This is the litany of Advent. This is the hope to which the 
Church clings; a future hope founded on the promises of God. 

Christ has come and Christ will come. Meanwhile, we wait.  
We wait for God to establish His kingdom once and for all.  
We wait for every knee in heaven and on earth to bow before 
Christ and for every tongue to acknowledge Him Lord of all. 
We wait in the midst of creation’s groaning. We wait in the 
midst of pain and suffering and death and the ravaging of sin. 
We wait and we cry out, “How Long O Lord?” 

Advent reminds us that our waiting and our hope are not in 
vain. Christ will come again. And, in the interim, Advent 
invites us to wait well. It invites us to consider the question, 
“Will we be ready when the Master comes?” 

PASTOR’S LETTER

Advent and waiting for God
BY REV. DAN HUTCHINSON, ASSOCIATE PASTOR
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It was 1964 – the Beatlemania era . . . but one young adolescent 
had his mind elsewhere. Our Savior’s Lutheran Church was in 
need of an organist. “Ronnie can do it!” Marguerite Pearson 
enthusiastically volunteered her 14-year-old son for the job. 
She had begun teaching him piano when he was four, and 
playing duets together had become a treasured pastime for this 
mother and son. “But Mom, I’ve never played the organ,” Ron 
exclaimed when he heard about this new opportunity. “You can 
learn,” replied his extremely wise mother; and learn he did.

Ron Pearson has been an organist for 55 years, and 45 of those 
have been spent at FPC. Every year, he faithfully reviews the 
inventory, compiling a repertoire of Christmas music to be 
played and sung during Advent season. “Can you choose a 
favorite?” I asked. “I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve,” was the 
quick reply. Knowing I’d be unfamiliar, he moved toward an 
old Lutheran hymnal and turned the pages, proudly displaying 
the tune and the additional set of words in Norwegian. “This 
song is as popular in the Scandinavian countries as ‘Away in a 
Manger’ is in America. Growing up in Warren, Minnesota, our 
family sang it every year on Christmas Eve just prior to opening 
gifts. I know this song because of the immigrant community,” 
he explained in a grateful tone.

Ron also loves “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing.” He can speak 
in great detail about all the reasons he appreciates this carol: 
he adores the sweep of the melody and the grandiose sound it 
creates on the organ. “Plus,” he said, “It’s really great fun to play!” 

And, if you’re talking to Ron as he listens to King’s College 
Choir sing it on YouTube, you’ll get to watch him smile during 
the high soprano notes. He says it gives him goosebumps  
every time.

When asked how his role as an organist in the church has 
impacted his faith, Ron stated, “We are created, commanded 
and compelled to sing. You can’t be effective in your role of 
leading worship without believing.”

Ron says he never tires of Advent music or the number of 
additional services. “Christmas music is a goldmine of truth, 
and I receive robust reinforcement and refreshment at every 
service. Music keeps us in touch with sacred words on a daily 
basis and elevates the text in our hearing. It takes us where we 
couldn’t otherwise go.”

“People understand Christmas music no matter where you are 
in the world,” Ron said. Then, with a tear in his eye, he recited a 
stanza from yet one more favorite:

WORSHIP

Pearson’s Christmas  
favorites: Hymns that 
bring back memories 
BY MARIESA WORMAN

See, amid the winter’s snow, 

Born for us on earth below, 

See the tender Lamb appears, 

Promised from eternal years.

Hail!  Thou ever-blessed morn! 

Hail, redemption’s happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”
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Annual giving sparked by 
growth in children’s programs
BY THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

Fall is the time to observe and take part in some of our greatest traditions – football, 
Thanksgiving and stewardship. For 2020, the stewardship campaign is focused on our 
children. Over the past few years, First Church has enjoyed the blessing of a vibrant 
and growing community of families with children. Our congregation has been given an 
extraordinary gift of being entrusted to introduce these young ones to Christ. 

In thoughtful response, the congregation has made a baptismal pledge to help nurture and grow this relationship. However, while 
our needs have greatly increased during this time, the Church’s budget for Children’s Ministries has remained flat. The Church is 
addressing this need. The Church recently hired additional staff and wants to make some purchases that will benefit the Children’s 
Ministries. For 2020, these costs will represent approximately two percent of the Church’s annual operating budget, which is 
significant when we consider that the increase to the entire operating budget over the last five years has averaged just over three 
percent per year. This means an increase in giving of approximately five percent is required to meet these needs. 

An additional two percent increase over and above our normal giving for the benefit of Children’s Ministries is a challenge we  
should gladly meet. As stewards, we owe it to these children and to God to give this our best effort and take full advantage of  
this opportunity.

  ADVENT 19 / PAGE 4
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Many First Church families can testify about the difference the Church makes in the lives of their children. Here is the testimony  
of just one, the Bowman family:

“We have three children who attend here. Sophia who is 6,  
Athena who is 4 and Juliette who is almost two years old. This 
Church is one of their favorite places - a place that they think of 
as a second home, possibly even a first, which is why they think 
it’s okay to climb on the furniture. Sophia has this “clock” that she 
made out of an L-bracket on her wall and every day at bedtime she 
turns it closer to a “Church day” whether that’s Sunday (at the top) 
or Wednesday (which is at the bottom). When Athena is in the  
car and we pass Church without going in, she gets upset. And, 
Juliette chants “Church! Church! Church!” when we say that we’re 
coming here. 

The Children’s Ministry Department at this Church has been  
such a blessing to our family. It’s abundantly clear to us every time 
we walk into this building that the people who care for our kids  
in Sunday school, AWANA, and Little Lambs, love God and love 
our kids. Our kids experience God’s love through this Church.   

I believe that our kids will one day define themselves by the words 
that are being spoken over them now, while they are young. For 
better or for worse, the messages they are receiving about 
themselves today will one day shape their core identities. And some 
of the words that are being spoken over our kids outside of this 
building, are quite simply awful. The world will tell them that they 
are insufficient, unlikeable and unlovable; that they need to change 
to be accepted and to be worthy of love; that their value lies in what 
they do, what they achieve or how the world reacts to them. 

But when they come into this building, they hear the voice of  
truth, from so many people that says they are children of the risen 
God, and that they are loved, fully and completely just the way  
that they are. And that is a priceless gift, one that will pay dividends 
for decades to come. Because as much as I don’t want to believe it 
will happen to my kids, I know that there will come a day when 
they will wonder where God is, or whether God is good, or whether God loves them.  But I also know, that when they get to 
that point, they’re going remember this place, their home. And those doubts and those questions will meet their match in the 
memories they’ve made here, the friendships they’ve made here, and the love they’ve felt here, all of which will testify to God’s 
presence, and His goodness, and His love for each one of them.  

So I’m asking you to give generously, and sacrificially, to the children’s ministry program. Because the work they are doing,  
not just for our kids but for countless others, is truly priceless.”

When reading the Bowman’s comments, we are reminded of the people in our own 
lives who helped nurture our love of Christ when we were young or at least planted the 
seed of His boundless love for us that has sustained our own faith journey as we grew 
older. What a blessing it is for us to have the opportunity to repay that priceless gift by 
being that person for a new generation by volunteering our time and resources to grow 
new disciples.  It is what the Lord has called us to do.

Commitments may be made by returning a stewardship card to the office or online at 
www.FirstChurchTulsa.org/Stewardship.

“Start children off the 
way they should go, 
and even when they 
are old they will not 

turn from it.”

PROVERBS 22:6

“... when they come into this building,  
they hear the voice of truth, from so many 

people that says they are children of the 
risen God, and that they are loved, fully 
and completely just the way that they are.”

The Bowman Family
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It’s the season of sabbaticals at First Church and I had 
the opportunity to join a small portion of Reverend Dan 
Hutchinson’s time out west during his two-month trek of 
spiritual renewal and study. With Hanna and their two 
dogs in tow, they left on this adventure that took them 
from Oklahoma to California and up through the Pacific 
Northwest. This road trip allowed them to visit people and 
places important to them. To really kickstart his time on the 
West Coast, Dan joined Ben Harris and me on a climb up 
Mount Whitney, the highest point in the lower 48 – a goal of 
ours for quite a while. After our successful and invigorating 
hike, Dan reunited with his relieved wife to continue the 
sabbatical. I wanted to know what the rest of their time looked 
like, so I posed the following questions.

 
 

 
 
You had a nice mixture of time with friends, family, 
with mentors, and on your own ... how was each 
aspect of that enriching to your sabbatical?

Friends – Particularly meaningful on this trip was talking with 
friends who are raising families and asking the same sorts of 
questions I have been thinking about in terms of theology  
and education.  

Family – Family time is always a huge gift to me, especially 
since I do not live close to them. My parents are some of my best 
encouragers and continue to be spiritual mentors in my life.  
And I love my sisters. I also was blessed to get time with my niece 
and nephews (I met baby Everett for the first time).

Mentors – Aside from a couple of professors at Whitworth 
[University] and a friend who is a professor of New Testament 
at another small university in Spokane, I also got together with 
a couple of mentors from my time starting out in ministry. 
It was a huge encouragement to hear their thoughts on my 
ministry, and to see their churches and hear about what 
ministry looks like in a different context. 

Alone with Hanna – It was so good to get time alone together 
with Hanna. We had time to talk and pray and begin to wrap 
our minds around this new little one who will be joining our 
family in March. I am also continually amazed by her wisdom 
and understanding. I would come back from a meeting or 
after a time of reading, share what I had been thinking, and 
inevitably, her comments would bring fresh insight. 

Lessons from sabbatical
BY MICHAEL GROGAN, PHOTOS BY MICHAEL GROGAN  
AND REV. DAN HUTCHINSON

Q: 

A: 

Rev. Dan Hutchinson and Michael Grogan

Mount Whitney, Sequoia National Park, California
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What was the most adventurous part(s) of  
your sabbatical?

Probably the fact that we brought two dogs on a 4,000+ 
mile road trip. But aside from that, I would say the Mt. 
Whitney climb was the most adventurous part of the 
sabbatical. I never really felt like I was in any danger, but  
I have to admit that I was feeling the altitude and had a  
few moments of wondering if I would be able to make it  
to the top, particularly when I woke up in the middle  
of the night before our ascent with a pounding headache.  
But God is good and reaching the top was one of those 
standout memories I will cherish for a lifetime; well worth 
any momentary discomfort (much like the Christian life).

What area of Scripture or theological study  
did you dive into? 

My primary Scripture reading on sabbatical  
was the Minor Prophets and the Gospels. It  
was a beautiful thing to read these together as 
the Minor Prophets point so directly to Jesus 
both in terms of the unmet longings of the 
people of God and the prophetic visions of the 
Messiah who is to come. It was also refreshing 
to go back and walk with Jesus through his 
earthly ministry, to hear his questions, to see 
him teach his disciples, and ultimately, to be 
reminded of the cross and resurrection as the 
foundation of all that we do here at the church.

In terms of theological study, my focus became theological 
education. Some of the inspiration for this came from my 
time with Dr. Adam Neder, a professor of Theology at 
Whitworth University in Spokane, Washington. He has a 
book coming out this fall entitled, “Theology as a Way of 
Life” which he invited me to read and which was the basis 
of our conversation together. The basic premise, as the title 
suggests, is that theology is not simply about information or 
what we know but really is focused on a transformed life.  
I also started writing some of my own thoughts on the 
matter in what I am calling “conversations with a middle 
schooler,” though I am really writing with parents in mind 
more than the students themselves. My hope would be 
that this might become a resource to help parents have 
meaningful theological conversations with their kids. 

Now that you are back in the swing of  
ministry again, how do you see your  
Sabbatical enriching it?

To be perfectly honest, before sabbatical, I was tired. Tired 
in that sort of way that a weekend away or a day off doesn’t 
really fix. And while Sabbatical was physically tiring at 

points, it was restorative from a mental and emotional 
standpoint. At some point, I was sitting in church, and 
realized that I was missing being a pastor. I was missing the 
work that God has called me to. That was an exciting moment 
for me. I came back with a renewed energy and passion.

Not everyone can take two months off of work 
to focus on their own spiritual well-being and 
development. However, are there components of 
what you did that we can integrate in our lives?

One of the biggest things I take away from sabbatical is 
the reminder that we were created as creatures who need 
to rest. I think for a lot of us, it is a gift we never open. It is 
a command that we break without thinking about it. And 
this is not honoring to God. God created us to need Him. 

Sabbath-keeping is a way of living into our existence as 
creatures. It is a way of placing our lives in God’s hands.  
It is a tangible way of saying, “God, I trust you.”

Another huge gift of Sabbatical was intentional time with 
people, talking about things that really mattered. I spent 
four days in the mountains with a friend from college and 
we talked Romans and holiness. It was awesome. But the 
meat of the time came because we decided to take time 
together to talk about things we both truly cared about. 
This can happen in daily life. We all need this, and we need 
it more than once a year. 

Your next sabbatical won’t happen for a number 
of years, but have you given any thought to how 
you’d like to spend your next one?

Whatever we do next time, I think both Hanna and I 
would like to be in one place. It was great to travel and 
see so many people and we had great conversations, but at 
times it was exhausting. Though, as I say that, I also think 
it would be awesome to do some sort of Pilgrimage, maybe 
follow the footsteps of Paul, or do the El Camino … but 
whatever it is, I don’t think we will be taking our dogs. 

Q: 

Q: 

Q: 

Q: 

Q: 

A: 

A: 

A: 

A: 

A: 

Mount Whitney, Sequoia National Park, California
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When is the last time you escaped  
from your day to day ordinary routine? 

Although people are creatures of routine, it is very healthful 
for us to step back, take a deep breath and just be still. It can 
be difficult to be alone with your thoughts, but revealing 
things will begin to sprout when we take the time to “cultivate 
and till.” No, this is not a comfortable process, but it is vital to 
bring growth. Haven’t you heard of growing pains? 

When is the last time you did something just for fun because 
it brings you joy? If you’re like me, then it has been a long 
time. There have been studies that show that children learn 
through play (play theory). What if we applied this idea to 
adults as well? I can think of a few adults who would benefit 
from letting go of the “shoulds” and the “supposed tos” and 
simply let the to-do lists lie, just for a moment. 

This retreat weekend was one that was dedicated to rest and 
play together. Our theme was “Stories to be told.” The idea was 
that each person, whether they know it or not, has a story to 
tell, encouragement to give and love to share. Everyone carries 
a unique torch throughout their lives, lives we are not meant to 
live out completely on our own. On this trip, new friends were 
made, adults played, children explored and we all grew. It’s not 
often that children are in a place that is safe and parents feel a 
sense of contentment in not knowing the exact whereabouts 
of a young child. Frontier Cove encouraged this. We lived 
in a “village” atmosphere where one parent accompanied six 
children, one of which might have been his or her own.

There was beautiful worship, a quarter of our attendance was 
children, something we didn’t expect but found as a beautiful 
depiction of what our church family looks like. “… Jesus said 
let the little children come to me …” and so did Dr. Ryan Moore.  
 

Our worship times looked like expanded children’s sermons 
and Dr. Moore rolled and flexed with how the temperature in 
the room was according to our youngest disciples. 

It was beautiful to see 
how the joy of a child 
is contagious all the 
way to the back of the 
room. We made sure 
to have free time full of 
fun activities, and quiet 
times for introspection. 
We had go-cart races 
that turned even the 
stoic Ron Pearson into 
a boisterous boy, some lucky fishermen, and a fun game of 
dodgeball with pastors against kiddos, and archery tag where 
everyone becomes an assassin.

This was our first take at an all church retreat, and I can’t wait 
to see how next year’s retreat will unfold! It was our hope to 
foster an incubator where friendships could grow, community 
could thrive, and our individual faiths could be inspired to 
tell the “Good, good story,” so that we could cultivate our 
collective strength as a body of believers. I think B.J. Dollahon 
put it best when he said, “Our prayer is that this gathering 
will allow us to spend extended unprogrammed time with 
fellow believers outside of our typical church venue, foster our 
community and allow us to see one another and God in new 
ways, causing us to grow in faith and love as we answer the 
call to serve only Him and spread God’s word, and tell the 
good story of Jesus and his love.”

Our God works on us in all sorts of way but above all, He works 
on us through one another. Hope to see you there next year.

Fun at First Church 
Retreat 2019
BY COURTANEY MILLER
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A note from the Personnel Committee
BY KIMBERLY B. JONES, CHAIR

We can all remember places we were when hearing of news that had a lasting impression  
on our lives. In fact, I vividly remember everything about the conversation I had with  
Ryan Moore when he informed me that he and his family would be leaving First 
Presbyterian Church. It was a Saturday morning and we were sitting outside his office 
in those wonderfully comfortable chairs. We cried, we hugged, we talked a lot about the 
decision, and I remember it all but what I remember most was the confidence Ryan had  
that this was God’s calling.

Jeremiah 29:11 reads, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” I love this passage 
and strongly believe it to be true. This scripture clearly explains that God is in charge and he 
has a plan for all of us, including who will be at First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa. 

So, what’s next? The Personnel Committee is in the process of developing both short-term and long-term plans for filling this 
critical role. The short-term priority is to identify and attain both internal and external resources for the currently scheduled 
sermon spots. Our goal is to provide an uninterrupted sermon schedule while at the same time not over-committing our pastors. 
While this seems to be a realistic goal, the success will be dependent on the resources identified. Our desire is to have our 
pastoral staff engaged in those things most relational, i.e. sermons, weddings, funerals and baptisms.

Long-term plans will be developed over the next couple of months. Our decision is very important and does not need to be 
rushed. Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery is willing to give us the time we need. We will take time to determine the scope of the 
role, the type of search, who will be included, and the timeframe we are targeting. I am committed to keeping the congregation 
posted on both the plans and the progress. There is a lot of work to do and I am confident we are in good hands.

In the meantime, include our pastoral staff in your prayers as they take on more duties and be patient with any changes that 
may take place in the short-term, and most importantly, trust in the Lord for He indeed has a plan.

8:10 Building is unleashed
                                    to the congregation, fundraising 
for the 8:10 Mission Campaign is now complete. 

Nearly 500 members of First Church invested in this 
campaign. Thank you!

Many thanks to the Stephenson family who gave the 
building to the church and the Pielstickers for leading  
the campaign. 

This commercial office building will now be in the 
business to generate funds for mission.

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

W ith thanks

Thank You
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Reverend James Estes, Reverend Wambugu Gachungi, his 
wife Faith, and John Harper traveled to Kenya October 3-14, 
2019, on a listening trip to learn about the organizations and 
communities First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa supports with 
contributions and aid. 

Their experience was informative, encouraging and blessed as 
they met with religious leaders, mission organizations such as 
International Justice Mission and The Outreach Foundation, 
as well as the communities being served and supported by 
the generosity of the church. Faith’s attendance was especially 
blessed as she was able to reconnect with her mentor, Esther 
Kabanya, and share with the team about the provision and 
blessings that have sprung forth from their relationship.

Faith met Esther when Esther was a district elder in the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa’s Women’s Guild. Faith 
was young and newly married when Esther took her under her 
wing. Despite Esther’s full and busy life, raising three young 
girls and a full-time insurance professional, she found the time 
to build and foster relationships. She was never too busy to lead 
a community of believers, build connections and love on people. 
Even now, being retired, she is looking to move closer to church 
in order to spend more of her time in ministry. Her faith and love 
for others is clearly evident in all she did and continues to do. 

When asking Faith about the greatest blessing Esther had given 
her, her immediate response was “Esther is an encourager.” 
She went on to talk about the many times Esther offered 
encouragement, assistance, and a listening ear as Faith navigated 
new ministries and callings. Faith also characterized Esther as 
someone who had immense hospitality, kindness and generosity. 
This generosity was witnessed first-hand by Rev. James Estes 
and John Harper during their recent trip, as she housed them 
during their time in Nairobi. A natural peace-maker and active 
relationship builder, it is no wonder people are drawn to her. 

Even as her daughters grew, leaving home, Esther remains close 
to her family. Her daughters travel home to see her, she travels 
to see her parents, as well as her late husband’s parents. 

In addition to bringing the lost to Christ and building close 
relationships, Esther is also a strong believer in District 
Fellowship, a weekly occurrence in her community. Much like 
our K-groups, neighbors congregate in someone’s home for food 
and fellowship. 

Here at First Presbyterian Church and in the greater Tulsa 
community, the same heart for people, the heart of Esther, can 
be felt in the community built and fostered every day. For Faith, 
the spirit of hospitality, home-based fellowship and intentional 
connection are all things “brought back from home.” As the 
church continues to reach out to others, building community and 
spreading the love of Christ, may we remember Esther - a faithful 
mentor, mother and friend to the body of Christ and beyond. 

May we strive to love, connect and encourage others the same way 
in Tulsa that she does in Nairobi. May the fingerprint of Christ be 
seen in the work we do, for we never know how far our generosity, 
kindness, and hospitality might reach and the lives it could touch.

Ministers travel to  
Kenya on listening tour
BY BRAIGEN HUBBARD

John Harper and Rev. James Estes with their host, Esther Kabanya

Left to right: John Harper, Muriithi Gachungi, Rev. Wambugu, 
Githaiga Gachungi, Faith Wambugu and Esther Kabanya 
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Habitat for Humanity is leaving its mark  
on Kendall-Whittier
BY MARK BROWN, PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARK BROWN (WALL RAISING)  
AND CHAD HOFFMAN OF HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Wearing spirit t-shirts and Hilti-red hardhats, members of four Tulsa congregations—Cedar Ridge Christian, First Baptist,  
St. Andrew Baptist, and our own First Presbyterian—assembled on the ground floor of another dream house. One lot up from 
the corner of Archer Street and Birmingham Place, Habitat for Humanity continues its campaign in Kendall-Whittier.

Add the future home of Tung Pi and Cing Man to the already 30 Habitat projects in Kendall-Whittier, one of the oldest 
neighborhoods in Tulsa, which is in revival. Another 35 to 40 houses will be built there, and in adjoining Crutchfield, by  
next June.

“If the walls could talk,” said Deron Spoo, pastor of First Baptist, “imagine the stories they’d tell.”

The story of Tung Pi is one of exodus. A decade ago, he and 
his wife began a journey that would ultimately end in Tulsa, 
among the growing community of Burmese immigrants. 
Tung Pi, a technician at Whirlpool, used to worry about 
having enough to eat. Now he’ll have a home on a lot with 
ample enough room for his garden of squash and peppers.

“God likes to see all of His people living in peace,” said Gary 
Casteel, First Church member and onetime executive director 
of Habitat, as he read from Isaiah 52: “How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of those who bring good news.”

Cameron Walker, current Habitat director, in his pep talk 
to those gathered, said immigrant families spend as much as 
50 to 70 percent of their earnings on housing, a number the 
organization hopes to cut in half. For many, the home will 
provide most, if not all, of their long-term equity.

“These houses are some of the best things we as churches can 
do in Tulsa,” said First Church’s Steve Brill. “Nothing better 
than somebody having a place to live.”

Cameron Walker, Habitat for Humanity 
executive director, rallying the troops 
ahead of Saturday’s build.

Tung Pi lends a helping hand. His family 
moved from Myanmar in 2008.

Our own Dr. Miller meets with First 
Baptist Pastor Deron Spoo.

Pastor Bertheophilus M. “Judge” Bailey 
and son Arek of St. Andrew Baptist, one of 
four churches building the Pi family house.

News update: Petra Kids Ministry
BY PETRA OTEE MANGESGESHO

The following is a report from Petra Kids Ministries (PKM) whose mission is to 
establish, maintain, promote and operate Biblically based Christian schools to educate 
and instruct children in Uganda and the U.S. Petra is a mission partner of First 
Presbyterian Church of Tulsa.

The joy of new school uniforms 
We are glad to report that, we successfully delivered and distributed several pairs  
of school uniforms that were donated by Celebrating Teachers of Tulsa to the 
students at the Petra Christian School in Aduku, Uganda. The students and staff 
really love the uniforms and sent their appreciation to the donors and friends of  
First Presbyterian’s Tulsa International Fellowship (TIF) & Front Porch Sunday 
School class who helped pack the uniforms. 
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Care and compassion –  
news from the Board of Deacons
BY ELIZABETH DEVORE

The joy we bring kids with cancer at  
Camp Sunshine
My first time at Camp Sunshine was when I was in high 
school serving as a student Deacon. I remember it being one 
of my favorite events and this year was no different. An early 
warm summer morning out at Camp Loughridge greeting the 
smiling faces of kids and their families is right where I wanted  
to be. Cloudy or sunny weather, nothing could stop the Lord from 
working in the hearts of the attendees and volunteers that day. 

Camp Sunshine is open to children from St. Francis Pediatric 
Oncology who are or have been battling cancer. It gives 
them an opportunity to spend a day making memories with 
their families. I enjoyed hearing the laughter from splashes 
in the pool and canoe races and the excited screams of 
those swinging on the ropes course swing. I saw the joy on 
their faces at catching a big fish from the lake and the quiet 
concentration of kids focusing on their art crafts. And, of 
course, the satisfied faces of those eating lunch made by our 
infamous FPC grill master, Mike Miller. The sights and 
sounds of Camp Sunshine are a beautiful thing. 

It is hopeful to see the young cancer patients and their 
families stepping away from the usual worries of their lives 
and spending the day participating in activities they may not 
normally get a chance to do. John 1:5 says, “The light shines  
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  

These children and their families face so much darkness and  
I pray Camp Sunshine can be a bright spot to help strengthen 
them in their fight and remember that the true Son’s light can 
never be overcome. 

We pray for the future journeys of each of 
the children as well as fellow deacon, David 
Osterholt, who is currently at Mayo Clinic 
fighting his own battle with cancer. David, 
pictured to the right, served so faithfully at 
Camp Sunshine bringing encouragement to 
those in similar situations. I feel blessed to have 
been a small part of this ministry and hope that 
everyone gets the chance to be a part of this 
wonderful day of “Sonshine”! 

Camp Sunshine and Celebrating Christmas Together at 
Emerson Elementary are First Church Deacon-led events. 
The members of the Board of Deacons are called to ministries 
of care and compassion including homebound and hospitalized 
parishioner visits. To volunteer, contact Bev Carter at 918-301-1029.

David Osterholt

Celebrating Christmas Together at  
Emerson Elementary
There is still time to adopt 
a student at Emerson 
Elementary for Christmas. 
For $50 you will sponsor 
a kit for your student 
including a warm hoodie 
jacket with Emerson logo, 
gloves, a children’s Bible, 
book, toy, pair of warm 
socks and a FPC tote bag. 
You can help present the 
gifts at the Christmas party scheduled for Friday, December 
20 at the school beginning at 12:30 p.m. 
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Crafts for Christmas
WRITTEN BY LAUREL BAIRD

Christmas crafting is so fun. Pinterest is a wonderful tool to find 
projects but it can quickly be overwhelming. Ask yourself these 
questions before you start your search to help make it a fun, memory-
making experience for all. 

What is the purpose of this craft? Is the goal to allow your 
children to be creative or for it to look like the Pinterest picture? 
Children have a mind of their own so if your project is open ended 
and allows them to use their creativity, start with the mindset that it is 
ok if they do things differently than you would. 

Do I want to give the final product as a gift? Crafts make 
great gifts for family, friends and teachers. Make a quick list of those 
you would like to give handmade gifts to and see if there is a gift they 
would all enjoy. Keepsakes with personal pictures and hand prints, or 
consumables like food and bath products are always a hit.

Who do I want to do this project with? The obvious answer 
is, “my kids of course”, but if you have multiples you might think 
through, is this a project all of my children can do? Is this project 
better as a one-on-one or could we invite others to join us? At 
Christmas people are often more willing to listen to the story of 
Christ’s birth and gift of salvation. Are there family members,  
friends, or neighbors you could invite to join you? This could be  
an opportunity to share the gift of Jesus as well as crafting. If you  
don’t have children, you could offer to host a craft time for others. 
Don’t be afraid to invite other adults to join in too! 

What type of projects does my crew enjoy? Do those you’re 
crafting with enjoy specific instruction, or do they prefer to do their 
own thing? Do they like to get messy? What are their strengths and 
weaknesses? Are they great at coloring but do not enjoy cutting? Do 
they love mixing ingredients, but hate gluing? Let these answers guide 
your search. It is great to stretch them a bit, but if it is too taxing it 
will be more stressful for everyone. 

What lessons can be incorporated while we do this craft? 
Crafting can be a great time for conversation. There is something 
about busy hands that helps open hearts and mouths. As your 
hands are covered in a mess to make something beautiful, point 
out how Jesus came into the messiness of our world and is creating 
something beautiful too. Are there Christian symbols or words you’re 
incorporating that you can explain or ask your children what they 
mean? This is a fun way to grow together as you celebrate Christ 
coming to be God with us!

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS

Salt Dough Ornament
Supplies: 1 Cup Flour, 1 Cup 
Salt, 1/2 Cup Warm Water, 
Large bowl, Mixing Spoon, 
Rolling Pin, Cookie Cutters, 
Straw, Cookie Sheet, Paint  
and Ribbon.

Instructions: mix ingredients, kneed it with your 
hands, roll out dough, cut with cookies cutter and 
place shapes on the cookie sheet. Create hole for 
ribbon with the straw. Bake for 2-3 hours at 200ºF. 
Paint, dry, and hang your new ornaments.

Picture Wreaths
Supplies: Pasta, Tacky Glue,  
2 Cardboard Circles (one with 
a hole for the picture), Paint, 
Picture, Ribbon and Tape.

Instructions: Glue pasta to one 
side of the circle with a hole, let 
glue dry, paint the cardboard circles, tape picture and 
ribbon to solid circle, then glue the pasta circle on top 
of the picture circle.   

Homemade Candle
Supplies: Crisco, yarn, pencil, 
penny container and garnish.

Instructions: Cut a long piece 
of yarn, tie the penny to one 
end of the yarn, wrap excess 
around the pencil. Place the 
penny on the bottom of the 
container and pencil on the rim. Warm Crisco slowly 
in the microwave, 15-30 second increments, until 
melted. Pour Crisco into the container, let it set, trim 
yarn to leave an inch wick. Add garnish if desired. 

How-to
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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Aug. 25, 2019, Mr. Isaac T. Mathu,  
    son of George Mathu and Caroline Ndiritu                                 

Aug. 25, 2019, Miss Isabella Njeri,  
   daughter of George Mathu and Caroline Ndiritu

Sept. 1, 2019, Mr. Mojah Kangwana Matee,  
   son of Purity Wanjiku and Paul Matee                                                 

Sept. 29, 2019, Mr. Luke Eric Olson,  
   son of Lydia and Eric Olson.

WITH GRATITUDE FOR THE RESURRECTION
Edward Charles Apple, a member since 1981, died on Aug. 11 
Vanessa Leigh Batchelor, a member since 2012, died on Aug. 26
Mary Lee Frantz, a member since 1995, died on Aug. 22 
Darien Morgan, a member since 2010, died on Sept. 24
Geraldine K. Reynolds, a member since 1960, died on Aug. 24
Carol Ann Traband, a member since 1960, died on Aug. 21
David Williams, a member since 2000, died on Sept. 2
Mary Jo Wright, a member since 1992, died on Aug. 23

Meet our newest members

Our new  
staff members

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

Deidra and  
Andrew Rees

Paul Marsh,  
Graphic Designer

Carolyn Savage Michelle and  
Roger Williams

Margaret Kahugu

Kathy Wilson, 
Ministry Assistant, 
Pastoral Care and 

Membership

Lydia and  
Dr. Eric Olson

Louann Buhlinger, 
Director of 

Communications

Jessica Beaver

Braigen Hubbard, 
Ministry Assistant of 
Mission, Outreach 

and TIF

Keysto Stotz

Gillian and  
Patrick Cawiezell

Hannah Elliott, 
Ministry Assistant 

of Discipleship and 
Communications 

STAY IN TOUCH!
Sign up to have the bi-monthly e-newsletter delivered to your inbox 
by signing up at firstchurchtulsa.org/e-newsletter. Read past issues 
of Tidings online at firstchurchtulsa.org/tidings. If you would like 
to write an article or take photos for Tidings, please contact Louann 
Buhlinger at 918-301-1032 or lbuhlinger@firstchurchtulsa.org. 

SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram @firstchurchtulsa

PASTORAL CARE
Do you need prayer? Would you like to request a hospital visit or 
report a birth, marriage or death? Please contact Bev Carter at 918-
301-1029 or email at bcarter@firstchurchtulsa.org. For afterhours 
emergencies, please call 918-301-1029.

WORSHIP
Traditional services 8:00 a.m. – Chapel and 11 a.m. – Sanctuary 

Contemporary services 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. – Stephenson Hall

Tulsa International Fellowship 11:00 a.m. – Bernsen Community  
Life Center

 The traditional service is televised on Cox Media channels 3 
and 93, Sundays at 11 a.m, 5 p.m., 10 p.m. You can also watch the 
services live on www.livestream.com/firstchurchtulsa.org

Parish Register

READY FOR THE NEXT STEPS 
TO MEMBERSHIP?

Join us for our next Inquirer’s Class 
on Sundays in February 2020. For 
more information, contact Patricia 
Hall, director of new member 
outreach at 918-301-1028 or  
phall@firstchurchtulsa.org. 
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FOUNDATION

Thinking forward with a legacy gift
BY ELAINE HORKEY, DIRECTOR OF PLANNED GIVING MINISTRIES

Giving is love. It represents the love for your family and love of your 
church. Planting seeds in perpetuity for future generations and extending 
our blessings beyond our own lives is the essence of a giving heart. Your 
seeds (legacy gifts) will flourish over time. Sharing your gifts, both 
spiritual and material, are joys shared as Christ’s disciples.

A wonderful example of a legacy gift is the Ann and Edwin Franklin 
Trust. They chose to designate their gift to be used by the History and 
Archives (H&A) Committee eliminating any funding from the FPC 
operating budget. According to H&A committee members Joan Hoar, 
Vicky Wilcoxen and Eileen Leonard, the committee has expanded their 
IT needs, upgraded furnishings, purchased custom made display cases for 
exhibitions and purchased cataloging software so the congregation and 
community will have greater access to our archives. A current example 
is the Bible through Time and Space exhibit. Funding to produce the 
exhibit was provided exclusively by the Franklin’s gift. Such a blessing.

Many people ask how to make a gift. It is actually very simple. Any 
gift given to the First Presbyterian Foundation during the lifetime of the 
giver or at death as a part of an estate plan is considered a legacy gift. The 
Board of Trustees is fortunate to have a group of estate planning advisors 
including Bob Farris, attorney; Matt Farris, attorney; Jim Eagleton, 
financial planner; and Roy Ames, financial planner and chairman of the 
group. Any one of these gentlemen can provide advice on a voluntary basis. 
They are lending their expertise as professionals in their respective fields. 

Membership in the Legacy Society is easy. To become a member, givers 
can write a simple statement in their estate plans or designate the First 
Presbyterian Foundation as a beneficiary. A number of perks will soon be 
available to Legacy Society members including speaker luncheons, group 
travel and more. 

Bank of Oklahoma manages the Foundation funds. The Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees are fiduciaries of the endowment funds and monitor the 
performance from BOK. The board votes annually to give a portion of 
the Foundation’s earnings to the FPC operating budget each year so all 
ministries and programs benefit. 

A legacy gift opens the way and ushers the giver into the presence of God 
just as Ann and Edwin Franklin believed by thinking forward. 

“Each of you should give what you have  
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly  
or under compulsion, for God loves a  
cheerful giver”  

2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV

Two of my favorite quotes are: “For it is in giving 
that we receive.” -St. Francis of Assisi, and “The 
only things we keep permanently are those we give 
away.” -Waite Phillips. 

Roy Ames

Polly & I feel strongly about supporting First 
Presbyterian Church. We want our support to 
continue after our deaths. A portion of our estate 
will go to the First Church Foundation. I know 
the future First Church Foundation Trustees will 
manage our gift in perpetuity. 

Jim Eagleton

RSVP at firstchurchtulsa.org/januaryseries2020  
or call 918-301-1039.

JOIN US for 15 live-streamed lectures 
on big ideas and hot topics from  
Calvin University, weekdays, January 
8-28, 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., in 
Stephenson Hall. 

These award-winning presentations 
feature New York Times best-selling 
authors Cathy O’Neil and Mitch Albom; 
“Billboard”-topping musicians The 5 
Browns; a 41-year veteran of the White 
House press corps, Ann Compton;  
and more. 

RSVP at firstchurchtulsa.org/
januaryseries2020 or call 918-301-1039. 
Free admission, with an optional lunch 
for $6.

1 8 7 6
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Advent 2019 at First Presbyterian Church
They shall call his name Emmanuel which means “God with us.” Matthew 1:23

Sunday, December 8 – First Family Chili Luncheon, 12:15 p.m.
Join us in the Atrium after the 11:00 service for chili.

Sunday, December 8 – Advent Workshop, 1:00-3:30 p.m.
A family craft-making event from 1:00-3:30 p.m. in the Powerhouse. All ages are welcome! The theme is  
“Caroling through Christmas” and we will have treats, crafts and photo opportunities. We encourage parents to 
accompany children. To volunteer contact Sarah Savage at ssavage@firstchurchtulsa.org.

Saturday, December 14 – Tulsa Christmas Parade with Carols and Cocoa, 12:00 p.m.
Join us for this year’s Tulsa Christmas Parade starting right outside our doors at 7th and Boston. We will be  
serving hot cocoa and singing carols beginning at noon. If you’d like to volunteer as a server or singer from  
noon to 2:30 p.m., please contact Braigen Hubbard at (918) 301-1039.

Saturday, December 14 - Youth Christmas Party, 5:30 p.m.
All 5th – 12th graders will celebrate Christmas, Saturday, December 14, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., in  
the Powerhouse.

Sunday, December 15 – First Ladies Council Annual Women’s Luncheon, 12:15 p.m.
Beautiful Christmas tables are being decorated for your pleasure along with a yummy lunch. Join us for our  
annual FPC Women’s Christmas Luncheon Sunday, December 15th in the Bernsen Reception Room at 12:15 p.m. 
Please note the new location. Reserve your spot by contacting Braigen Hubbard at (918) 301-1039 or email 
bhubbard@firstchurchtulsa.org. Cost is $5 except for women in the Sisterhood of Widows who are free. 

Wednesday, December 18 – Christmas Cèilidh, 5:30 p.m.
A night of fun, fellowship, food, music and dance for the entire Church family. The celebration begins at  
5:30 p.m. in Stephenson Hall.

Friday, December 20 – Celebrate Christmas Together with Emerson Elementary, 12:30 p.m.
Come to the school from 12:30 – 2:30 p.m. to participate in our Christmas celebration presenting each student 
with a gift package from First Church. Adopt a student in advance in the atrium on Sundays.

Sunday, December 22 – Christmas Music Sunday, 11 a.m.
Joyous hymns, carols and orchestra at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

Tuesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship, 3 p.m., 5 p.m., 7:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.
Candle-lit services in the Sanctuary at 3 p.m. with carols and Communion, 5 p.m. with Children’s Live Nativity, 
7:30 p.m. with Chancel Choir, 10:30 p.m. with Communion – ends at midnight. 

Wednesday, December 25 – Christmas Day Worship, 11 a.m.
Joyful worship at 11 a.m. in Kerr Chapel.

Sunday, December 29 – Festival Sunday, Breakfast 9:30 a.m. and Sanctuary Service 11 a.m.  
Pancake breakfast at 9:30 a.m. in Stephenson Hall, no Sunday school, and worship in the Sanctuary at 11 a.m.  
No other services.

Sunday, January 5 – Epiphany Bonfire and Plunge, 5 p.m.
Join us at Camp Loughridge as we celebrate the manifestation of Christ to the world. Bring your natural trees  
and wreath for the bonfire. 

SUNDAY,

DEC. 8 

SATURDAY, 

DEC.  14 

WEDNESDAY, 

DEC.  18 

SUNDAY, 

DEC.  15 

FRIDAY, 

DEC.  20

SUNDAY, 

DEC.  22
TUESDAY, 

DEC.  24

WEDNESDAY, 

DEC.  25
SUNDAY, 

DEC.  29

SUNDAY, 

JAN.  5


