Chosen, Royal, and
Holy: Living as God’s
People in Exile

_________________________________

Called to make fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ:
Inwardly Strong
and
Outwardly Focused.
_________________________________

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Stephenson Hall, 8:30 a.m.

The Words of Preparation
The righteous person suffers for the salvation of others, just as
Christ did. This is why Peter mentions our Lord’s example, since
Christ did not die for his own sins but for ours. This is the point he
makes by adding “the righteous for the unrighteous.” For as the
prophet long ago foretold, Christ did not sin at all. Furthermore,
in order to emphasize the effectiveness and completeness of
Christ’s sacrifice, Peter adds the key word once. So great was his
passion that however often human beings may sin, that one act of
suffering is sufficient to take away all our transgressions.
Oecumenius

The Prelude

God So Loved
Come all you weary, come all you thirsty, come to the well that
never runs dry. Drink of the water; come and thirst no more.
Come all you sinners, come find His mercy, come to the table He
will satisfy. Taste of His goodness. Find what you're looking for.
For God so loved the world that He gave us His one and only Son
to save us. Whoever believes in Him will live forever.
Bring all your failures, bring your addictions, come lay them down
at the foot of the cross. Jesus is waiting there with open arms.
For God so loved the world that He gave us His one and only Son
to save us. Whoever believes in Him will live forever. The power
of hell, forever defeated, now it is well, I'm walking in freedom.
For God so loved the world.
Praise God, praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him
for the wonders of His love.
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The Welcome
The Call to Worship

Revelation 5:11-13

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding
the throne of God and the living creatures and the elders; they
numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,
singing with full voice:
Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the
earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing,
To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing
and honor and glory and might forever and ever!
Now with angels and saints, with every all breath of creation, let
us stand in honor,
And let us worship God.

The Songs of Praise
Thine is the Glory
Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; endless is the victory
thou o’er death hast won. Angels in bright raiment rolled the
stone away, kept the folded grave clothes where Thy body lay.
Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; endless is the victory
thou o’er death hast won.
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; lovingly He greets us,
scatters fear and gloom. Let the church with gladness hymns of
triumph sing, for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting.
Refrain
No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of life! Life is naught
without Thee; aid us in our strife. Make us more than conquerors
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through Thy deathless love; bring us safe through Jordan to Thy
home above. Refrain
New Wine
In the crushing, in the pressing, You are making new wine. In the
soil I now surrender, You are breaking new ground. So, I yield to
You and to Your careful hand. When I trust You I don't need to
understand.
Make me Your vessel. Make me an offering. Make me whatever
You want me to be. God, I came here with nothing but all You
have given me; Jesus, bring new wine out of me.
'Cause where there is new wine, there is new power, there is new
freedom, and the kingdom is here. I lay down my old flames to
carry Your new fire today. Refrain

The First Reading

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

The Prayer of Confession

Mark Brown
Rev. Wally Johnson

Almighty and eternal Father, by the cross you have written into
redemption history the indissoluble link between suffering and
glory. And though you have taken the journey to glory through
suffering, we are often unwilling to walk this path that made
perfect your Son, Jesus Christ. We are allied to the pursuit of
comfort and convenience, of accomplishment and affirmation, of
passivity as peace. We are too easily content with the praise of
mortals, unwilling to aspire to share in the glory of God; that glory
which is promised to those who share in the fellowship of your
suffering.
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your mercy we pray, unmask the vain and hollow glories that cry
for our affection. Whatever gains we might have apart from you,
let us grow to regard these as loss because of Christ.
Hear now the prayers offered in this house of prayer…(In silence)

The Response to Confession How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
How deep the Father's love for us; how vast beyond all measure,
that He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss; the Father turns His face away,
as wounds which mar the Chosen One, bring many sons to glory.
Behold, the Man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders.
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. It
was my sin that held Him there until it was accomplished. His
dying breath has brought me life; I know that it is finished.
I will not boast in anything; no gifts, no power, no wisdom, but I
will boast in Jesus Christ; His death and resurrection. Why should I
gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer, but this I know
with all my heart, His wounds have paid my ransom.

The Assurance of Pardon
Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel, that in
Jesus Christ, there is indeed forgiveness for everyone who calls
upon his name. Alleluia! Amen!

The Affirmation of Faith

(The Apostles’ Creed)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
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thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. AMEN.

The Second Reading 1 Peter 3:8-22
The Sermon

What is Worth of Fearing?

Rev. James Estes
Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 1 Peter 3:14-15

The Invitation to the Table
Words of Institution
Prayer of Blessing
Sharing of the Bread and Cup

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
The Closing Song

Rescuer

There is good news for the captive; good news for the shamed.
There is good news for the one who walked away. There is good
news for the doubter, the one religion failed, for the good Lord
has come to seek and save.
He's our Rescuer. He's our Rescuer. We are free from sin
forevermore. Oh, how sweet the sound. Oh, how grace abounds.
We will praise the Lord our Rescuer.
He is beauty for the blind man; riches for the poor. He is
friendship for the one the world ignores. He is pasture for the
weary; rest for those who strive. Oh, the good Lord is the way the
truth the life. Yes, the good Lord is the way the truth the life.
Refrain
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So come and be chainless; come and be fearless; come to the foot
of Calvary. There is redemption for every affliction, here at the
foot of Calvary. So come and be chainless; come and be fearless;
come to the foot of Calvary. There is redemption for every
affliction, here at the foot of Calvary. Refrain

The Charge and Benediction
*Please Stand

Worship Notes
We’re glad to welcome you to First Church Tulsa. We gather to exalt Jesus,
receive His Spirit, and serve in His name. A warm welcome to each one who
might be among us for the first time. May you sense the presence of Christ and
the warm embrace of His Church!
Next week, and for the summer months, our Sunday worship includes four weekly
services:
8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
Also broadcast on Livestream.com, our Facebook page,
and at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Cox Channel 3.
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship - Great Hall
(See above for Livestream and Facebook links.)
5:00 p.m. – Vespers – Camp Loughridge
(Regular Sunday Evening Worship)
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The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and in
loving memory of Joyce Marsh, given by Tom Marsh, Melanie and David.
Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church! Weekly
tithes and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at
firstchurchtulsa.org or text 405-276-4141.
For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are
available from the ushers.
Some hospitals are now open for visitors –but we may not know if you or
someone you love is hospitalized. Please notify the church if there is a pastoral
need, change of address/phone number or other important family news.
Contact Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.

Parish Register
Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Rob Berry, Billy Boyd, Pat Brown, Joan Hastings
Camp, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, Wandie and Mary
Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Luke Fravel, Caroline Fravel Jones, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether,
Mike Hopkins, Meg Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Maggie Jones, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle
Lanford, Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Bob Matthews, Jan Miller, Rosemary Priest,
David Osterholt, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert
Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Dayne Weierbach, Bill
Weinrich, and Jack Williams.

First Church Updates
We’re glad to welcome each of you in worship this morning! If you’re new to
First Church, please feel free to participate in any of the events offered below.
Summer Swim at Camp Loughridge, Sundays through August 29 from 1:45 – 5:00
p.m., join us for summer swim followed by Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Young Adult Community Nights are happening throughout the summer on
Monday nights. Join us for fellowship and fun! More details can be found at
Young Adult Ministries @FPC on Facebook or by contacting Elizabeth DeVore at
eldevore7@gmail.com, 918-728-5327.
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Petra Kids Ministries annual fundraising dinner and auction is this Saturday,
August 21 in Stephenson Hall, from 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Auction items are
available at petrakids.givesmart.com. Bidding is available now. You will see many
handcrafted items by FPC members. Join us in person for dinner and fellowship
where you can bid on more than 50 items. For more information or to make
reservations go to https://bit.ly/PKMRooted.
Start practicing for the return of the Annual Ping Pong Tournament and Cookout
on Sunday, August 22 following the 11:00 a.m. service. All ages may participate.
This event will kick off the signups for the Lunch Buddy mentoring program for our
Masterwork Academy partner school: Anderson Elementary. To register for the
event, or for more details about becoming a Lunch Buddy, visit the registration
desk in the Atrium, visit the church calendar on the website, contact Cindy Devore
at 918-630-2636/cindy_devore@hotmail.com or click the link below.
Getty concert tickets are on sale now! On Tuesday, September 28, we welcome
back internationally known Christian musicians Keith and Kristyn Getty and their
concert tour: “Christ Our Hope”. We’re thrilled to share this musical outreach
with the larger Tulsa community. Today is your last chance to get the early bird
discount. For more information and tickets go to
www.firstchurchtulsa.org/getty21.

C. S. Lewis’ The Great Divorce tickets are on sale now! FPC has purchased a block
of tickets to attend the Sunday, October 10 performance. It will be at 4:00 p.m. at
the Tulsa PAC in the Chapman Music Hall. This performance was scheduled early
but cancelled due to the pandemic. There are limited tickets so call to purchase
yours today! If you purchased a ticket or had requested a ticket, please contact
Dionna Schooley at 918-301-1015.
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Children’s Ministry is looking for Sunday School teachers and classroom helpers
to help with our Kindergarten through 3rd grade classrooms during the 9:30 hour
and to help with the crawlers – 4 year olds during the 11:00 hour. We also need
people to commit in helping with the K2 Quest program. If you feel a calling to
this important ministry, please fill out our Wufoo form and we will contact you for
more information. (https://1stchurchtulsa.wufoo.com/forms/s9kfl860isia05/)
We have a church member in need of a “rollator” (a rolled walker with a seat). If
you have one you would like to donate, please contact Kathy Wilson at 918-3011029.
Visit the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre: First Presbyterian Church Chronicles which
will be displayed in the Atrium today through September 8. For more information
go to Archives@firstchurchtulsa.org.
Volunteers Needed! Helping Hand Ministry – a ministry of First Church that
provides financial assistance to Tulsans in need – is looking for regular and
substitute volunteers on Mondays and Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. For
more information or to volunteer, please contact Emma Smith at 918-695-9832.
Don’t forget to pick up the new issue of Tidings, they are on the on tables
outside of each worship area. You can also read it online at
FirstChurchTulsa.org/Tidings.
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Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
On Site:
Covenanters
Faith and Family
Reflections
Sojourners (All Ages)

Lies My Preacher Told Me
Symbol or Substance?
The God Who Knows Your Name
Hymnology

On Site and Zoom:
The Vine (Singles/couples)
Acts
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s) Book of James
EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today 8/15/21
8:30 a.m. Worship, Stephenson Hall
9:30 a.m. Gatherings and Classes
11:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary and Great Hall
5:00 p.m. Vespers, Camp Loughridge
Wednesday 8/18/21
WNDT Dinner
5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Life Groups
6:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
6:30 p.m., Choir Room
Saturday 8/21/21
Before the Rooster Crows
8:45 a.m., E103
Petra Kid’s Ministry Banquet
6:00 p.m., Stephenson Hall

August 22
September 12
September 20
September 28
October 17

Ping Pong Tournament and Cookout
Breakfast on Boston
2021 Matson Cup Golf Tournament
Getty Concert
Ron Pearson Organ Concert
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E205
Prayer Room
E103
E204
E100
E202

August 15, 2021
Stephenson Hall
Please help us with contact tracing and attendance by filling out the
information below and leaving this page on your seat as you leave.
Name __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________
Member ________________ or Guest ________________
or
going to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister;
or
using the QR code below.
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