Living Into
Pentecost!
They devoted themselves to:
the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, the breaking of
bread, and the prayers…
Acts 2:42

_________________________________

Called to make fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ:
Inwardly Strong
and
Outwardly Focused.
_________________________________

Living Into Pentecost!
Stephenson Hall, 8:30 a.m.

The Words of Preparation
Prayer is the expression of a good desire. The human heart is full
of restless desires, and the prayers of men consist for the most
part of the unsifted petitions which are urged by their varying
passions. To desire what is right, and to desire it consistently, and
passionately, is the first condition of true living; the desires can be
corrected only by truth, the mind must apprehend God, and then
it will say “There is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee.”
George MacDonald

True, whole prayer is nothing but love.

The Prelude

St. Augustine

Highlands

O how high would I climb mountains if the mountains were where
You hide. O how far I'd scale the valleys if You graced the other
side. O how long have I chased rivers, from lowly seas to where
they rise against the rush of grace descending from the source of
its supply.
'Cause in the highlands and the heartache, You're neither more or
less inclined; I would search and stop at nothing, You're just not
that hard to find.
So I will praise You on the mountain, and I will praise You when
the mountain's in my way. You're the summit where my feet are,
so I will praise You in the valleys all the same. No less God within
the shadows. No less faithful when the night leads me astray.
You're the heaven where my heart is; in the highlands and the
heartache all the same.
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O how far beneath Your glory does Your kindness extend the
path? From where Your feet rest on the sunrise, to where You
sweep the sinner's past. And, O how fast would You come
running if just to shadow me through the night? Trace my steps
through all my failure and walk me out the other side.
For who could dare ascend that mountain; that valleyed hill called
Calvary? But for the One I call Good Shepherd, who like a lamb
was slain for me. Refrain
Whatever I walk through, wherever I am, Your Name can move
mountains wherever I stand. And if ever I walk through the valley
of death, I'll sing through the shadows my song of ascent.
From the gravest of all valleys come the pastures we call grace.
A mighty river flowing upwards from a deep but empty grave.

The Welcome

The Call to Worship
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.
Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful
songs.
Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us and we are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give
thanks to him and praise his name.
For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his
faithfulness continues through all generations.
Now let us stand in honor…
And let us worship God.
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Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates, behold, the King of glory
waits; the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is
here!
Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart
from earthly use for heaven's employ, adorned with prayer and
love and joy.
Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to Thee: here, Lord,
abide. Let me Thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in me
reveal.
Tremble
Peace, bring it all to peace, the storms surrounding me, let it
break at Your name. Still, call the sea to still, the rage in me to
still, every wave, at Your name.
Jesus, Jesus, You make the darkness tremble. Jesus, Jesus,
You silence fear. Jesus, Jesus, You make the darkness tremble.
Jesus. Jesus.
Breathe, call these bones to live, call these lungs to sing, once
again I will praise. Refrain
Your name is a light that the shadows can't deny; Your name
cannot be overcome. Your name is alive forever lifted high;
Your name cannot be overcome. Your name cannot be overcome.
Refrain

The Prayer of Adoration

Katie Ragland

The Old Testament Reading

Psalm 95
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The Prayer of Confession

Rev. Wally Johnson

Holy God, we groan at our weaknesses, and we ask forgiveness.
Your Word is so clear, and your grace is so good. But we close our
ears to your call, and with our perverse pride we foul the gifts you
have given us. We know what you require of us, yet what we do is
not the good we want to do. In fact the evil we do not want to do,
that evil we keep on doing. We mistreat those we love, and we
dishonor you, the One who made us. How long, O Lord, will we
continue to ignore your will? Yet you provide streams of living
mercy; you invite us again and again to live renewed lives. So we
turn once again to the cross, to the empty cross, to the stone
rolled away, to our interceding Lord Jesus Christ seated at your
right hand, to the gracious gift of your Spirit. We seek your
forgiveness through Jesus Christ, our Savior. We draw upon your
promises, and we ask once again simply for mercy. With your Holy
Spirit, sanctify us. Hear our prayer, O Lord, for we ask it in Christ’s
name. Amen.
God, You’re So Good
Amazing love that welcomes me, the kindness of mercy, that
bought with blood, wholeheartedly, my soul undeserving.
God, You're so good. God, You're so good. God, You're so good;
You're so good to me.
Behold the cross; age to age and hour by hour, the dead are
raised, the sinner saved, the work of Your power. Refrain
I am blessed; I am called; I am healed; I am whole; I am saved in
Jesus' name. Highly favored, anointed, filled with Your power for
the glory of Jesus' name. I am blessed; I am called; I am healed;
I am whole; I am saved in Jesus' name. Highly favored, anointed,
filled with Your power for the glory of Jesus' name.
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And should this life bring suffering, Lord I will remember what
Calvary has bought for me, both now and forever.
God, You're so good. God, You're so good. God, You're so good;
You're so good to me. God, You're so good. God, You're so good.
God, You're so good; You're so good to me.

The Invitation to Receive God’s Grace
Friends, hear and receive the good news with all of your hearts:
in Jesus Christ there is forgiveness –for all who call upon Him!
Alleluia! Amen!

The New Testament Reading Acts 2:42-47
The Sermon

Prayer – a Holy Habit of Humility
Rev. James Estes
I will …make them joyful in my house of prayer… Isaiah 56:7
Boldly I Approach
By grace alone, somehow I stand where even angels fear to tread;
invited by redeeming love, before the throne of God above. He
pulls me close with nail-scarred hands, into His everlasting arms.
When condemnation grips my heart and Satan tempts me to
despair, I hear the voice that scatters fear; The Great I Am, The
Lord, is here. O praise the One who fights for me and shields my
soul eternally.
Boldly, I approach Your throne; blameless now, I'm running home;
by Your blood I come, welcomed as Your own, into the arms of
Majesty.
Behold the bright and risen Son, more beauty than this world has
known; I'm face to face with Love Himself; His perfect spotless
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righteousness. A thousand years, a thousand tongues are not
enough to sing His praise. Refrain
This is the art of celebration, knowing we're free from
condemnation; O praise the One; praise the One, who made an
end to all my sin! Refrain

The Joys and Concerns of the Church
The Invitation to the Table
Words of Institution
Prayer of Blessing
Sharing of the Bread and Cup

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
*The Closing Song

Joy

We're choosing celebration, breaking into freedom; You're the
song; You're the song of our hearts. We cast aside our shadows,
trust You with our sorrows; You're the song; You're the song of
our hearts.
We're dancing to the rhythm of Your heart. We're rising from the
ashes to the stars.
You're the joy, joy, joy, lighting my soul. The joy, joy, joy, making
me whole. Though I'm broken, I am running into Your arms of
love.
The pain will not define us. Joy will reignite us; You're the song;
You're the song of our hearts. The dark is just a canvas for Your
grace and brightness; You're the song; You're the song of our
hearts. Refrain
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In the shadows, in the sorrows, in the desert when the pain hits,
you are constant, ever present, you're the song of my heart.
Refrain

*The Charge and Benediction
*Please Stand

Worship Notes
We’re glad to welcome you in this season of Pentecost. We gather to exalt
Jesus, receive His Spirit, and serve in His name. A warm welcome to each one
who might be among us for the first time. May you sense the presence of Christ
and the warm embrace of His Church!
Next week, and for the summer months, our Sunday worship includes four weekly
services:
8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
Also broadcast on Livestream.com, our Facebook page,
and at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Cox Channel 3.
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship - Great Hall
(See above for Livestream and Facebook links.)
5:00 p.m. – Vespers – Camp Loughridge
(Regular Sunday Evening Worship)
The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and in
loving memory of George and Nancy Coe, and Harry and Betty Marberry, given by
Tom and Mary Anne Marberry.
Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church! Weekly
tithes and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at
firstchurchtulsa.org or text 405-276-4141.
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For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are
available from the ushers.
Most hospitals are now open for visitors –but we may not know if you or
someone you love is hospitalized. Please notify the church if there is a pastoral
need, change of address/phone number or other important family news.
Contact Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.

Parish Register
Prayers for Healing: Challa Ashlock, Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Pat Brown, Joan
Hastings Camp, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, Wandie and
Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Caroline Fravel Jones, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike
Hopkins, Meg Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Maggie Jones, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle Lanford,
Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Bob Matthews, Jan Miller, Rosemary Priest, Janie
Quint, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen
Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Dayne Weierbach, Bill Weinrich, and
Jack Williams.
The Celebration of Christian Marriage: Taylor Conley and Hope Bradford were
married on June 19.
The Sacrament of Baptism: Carter and Chris Cunningham, sons of Heather Cha
and Major Cunningham, were baptized on June 20.

First Church Updates
We’re glad to welcome each of you in worship this morning! If you’re new to
First Church, please feel free to participate in any of the events offered below.
Glimpses of Grace today at 9:30 a.m. in the Stephenson Hall! Laurel Baird leads us
this week with Stepping out in faith - trusting God through life's transitions.
Poppin’ Fourth of July Celebration: next Sunday, July 4, 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. at Camp
Loughridge pool – Come for family fun including swim relays, popsicles, a dive
contest and more. Then, stay for Vespers!
FPC University Ministries: Join us at Gather this Tuesday from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. for
community, fun, and food. Follow us at @ukirktulsa for location.
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Masterwork Academy – You still have time to volunteers for this summer's session,

Monday, June 28, to Friday, July 2, for half- or full-day time slots. (Full day: 8:40 4:30 p.m. Half day: 8:40 - 12:40 p.m. or 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.). If you’re able to serve,
please email Laura Voth at create@masterworkacademy.org and let her know
your availability.
Moms’ Summer Bible Study, Mondays, July 12, 19 and 26 from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
in the Prayer Room, 204. There’s so much parenting advice that it can be hard to
figure out what works for your family. This can be especially true when it comes
to teaching children about God and faith. Join with other moms to discuss how to
pass faith on to our children, led by Sarah Savage, Director of Children’s
Ministries. Childcare provided. Register by contacting Kiona Tyler at 918-301-1008
or ktyler@firstchurchtulsa.org.
Mark the date! On Wednesday, September 29, we’ll be glad to welcome back to
First Church internationally known Christian musicians Keith and Kristyn Getty and
their concert tour: “Christ Our Hope”. We’re thrilled to share this musical
outreach with the larger Tulsa community. Tickets will be available in the near
future.
Staff Opening! First Church seeks an Associate Director of Children’s Ministries to
tend to our littlest lambs from birth through pre-kindergarten. This staff member
coordinates early childhood programing and actively recruits, trains, encourages
and coordinates volunteers and caregivers. If you love children and their families
and want to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with them, please send your resume
to Tonye Briscoe in the business office, tbriscoe@firstchurchtulsa.org.
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Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
On Site:
Covenanters
Faith and Family
Reflections
Sojourners (All Ages)
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)

Lies My Preacher Told Me
Symbol or Substance?
Glimpses of Grace
Minor Prophets
Glimpses of Grace

On Site and Zoom:
The Vine (Singles/couples)

Acts

E100

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today 6/27/21
8:30 a.m. Worship, Stephenson Hall
9:30 a.m. Gatherings and Classes
11:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary and Great Hall
5:00 p.m. Vespers
Wednesday 6/30/21
WNDT Dinner
5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Life Groups
6:00 p.m.
Choir Ensemble Rehearsal
6:45 p.m., Choir Room
Thursday 7/1/21
Hearts for the Lord
10:00 a.m., Zoom
Saturday 7/3/21
Before the Rooster Crows
8:45 a.m., E103

July 4
August 5-6
September 20
September 29
October 17

E205
Prayer Room
E103
E204
E202

Poppin’ 4th of July
Global Leadership Summit
Golf Tournament
Getty Concert
Ron Pearson Organ Concert
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June 27, 2021
Stephenson Hall
Please help us with contact tracing and attendance by filling out the
information below and leaving this page on your seat as you leave.
Name __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________
Member ________________ or Guest ________________
or
going to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister;
or
using the QR code below.
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