Eastertide:
The Lord is risen, indeed!
Lift up your hearts!

___________________________

Called to make fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ:
Inwardly Strong
and
Outwardly Focused.
___________________________

MAY 9, 2021
8:30 AM
STEPHENSON HALL
First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa
Born by grace in 1885

Sixth Sunday of Eastertide
8:30 a.m. in Stephenson Hall

The Words of Preparation
Until Christ comes again, the apostles must get on with their
witness, for that was their mandate…..Their calling was to be
witnesses not stargazers….It is the same for us…Christ will come
personally, visibly, gloriously. Of that we have been assured.
Other details can wait. Meanwhile, we have work to do in the
power of the Spirit.
John Stott

The Prelude

The Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you, make his face shine upon you,
and be gracious to you. The Lord turn his face toward you and
give you peace.
Amen. Amen. Amen.
May his favor be upon you, and a thousand generations, and your
family, and your children, and their children, and their children.
May his favor be upon you, and a thousand generations, and your
family, and your children, and their children, and their children.
May his presence go before you, and behind you, and beside you.
All around you, and within you, He is with you. He is with you.
In the morning, in the evening, in your coming, and your going.
In your weeping and rejoicing, He is for you. He is for you. Refrain

The Welcome

Dr. Jim Miller
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The Prayer of Thanksgiving: Remembering our Mothers
I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in
your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice…..
II Timothy 1:5

The Call to Worship
Make a joyful noise to the Lord --all the earth! Serve the Lord
with gladness; come into His presence with singing! Know that the
Lord, He is God;
It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, and the
sheep of His pasture.
Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!
Give thanks to Him; bless His name!
For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever,
and His faithfulness to all generations.
Psalm 100
Come, lift up your hearts, raise your voices,
And let us worship God!

The Songs of Praise

Now Thank We All Our God

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers’ arms hath blessed us on our way with
countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, with
ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; and keep us in
His grace, and guide us when perplexed, and free us from all ills
in this world and the next.
All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven, to
Father and to Son and Spirit now be given. The one eternal God,
whom earth and heaven adore, the God who was, and is, and
shall be evermore.
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Hymn of the Holy Spirit
Holy Spirit, guide my vision, help me see the way You see.
Always Jesus, ever Jesus, Christ in all as Christ in me.
Holy Spirit, guide my speaking, words of grace and truth abound.
Let my lips be filled with stories of the mercy that I've found.
You're the light. You're my path. You're the Shepherd of my soul.
All I am, all I have, Holy Spirit, lead me on.
Holy Spirit, guide my hearing, wake my ears to words You speak.
In the thunder, in the stillness, let Your voice be clear to me.
Let Your voice be clear to me. Refrain
Holy Spirit, lead me onward, walking through the great unknown.
Trusting, leaning, holding, clinging, ‘til the day You lead me home.

The Old Testament Reading

Deuteronomy 11:1-7, 18-21
Rev. Dan Hutchinson

The Prayer of Confession
Holy and merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed —by what we have done, and
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, have mercy on us and forgive us. Cause us to delight
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.
Strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep us in eternal life. Lord, in your mercy hear our prayers…
(in silence)
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The Invitation to Receive God’s Grace
Friends, embrace this good news with all of your hearts: in Jesus
Christ there is forgiveness —for all who call upon Him!
Alleluia! Amen!

The Response

O Come to The Altar

Are you hurting and broken within; overwhelmed by the weight of
your sin? Jesus is calling. Have you come to the end of
yourself? Do you thirst for a drink from the well? Jesus is calling.
O come to the altar, the Father's arms are open wide. Forgiveness
was bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ.
Leave behind your regrets and mistakes; come today, there's no
reason to wait. Jesus is calling. Bring your sorrows and trade
them for joy; from the ashes a new life is born. Jesus is
calling. Refrain
O what a Savior! Isn't He wonderful? Sing alleluia; Christ is
risen! Bow down before him for he is Lord of all. Sing alleluia;
Christ is risen!
Bear your cross as you wait for the crown; tell the world of the
treasure you've found. Refrain

The Eastertide Affirmation
This is the good news which we have received, in which we
stand, and by which we are saved –if we hold it fast: that Jesus
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He
was buried, that He was raised on the third day, and that He
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appeared to the women, then to the twelve, and to many faithful
witnesses. We believe He is the Messiah, the Son of the living
God. He is the first and the last, the beginning and the end.
He is our Lord and our God. AMEN.

The Gospel Reading
The Sermon

Acts 1:1-11

Commissioned, Equipped, Sent?

Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? Acts 1:11

The Invitation to the Table
Words of Institution
Prayer of Consecration
Sharing the Bread and Cup

The Sharing of Joys and Concerns
The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
The Closing Song

Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly

It all comes down to this, what you require of me; love my
neighbor as myself and You above all things.
Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly with You, God. In all things,
in all ways, walk humbly with You, God.
It all comes down to this, to be Your hands and feet, good news to
all the world. The truth will set us free. Refrain.
It's beauty for ashes. It's mourning to dancing. It's closer and
closer, the Kingdom of heaven.

5

Years from now we'll see the fruit our hands have sown. Faith just
like a seed, the only way it grows. Refrain.

The Charge and Benediction


Worship Notes
We’re glad to welcome you to the First Church community! We gather to exalt
Jesus and serve in His name. Currently, our Sunday worship schedule includes
four worship services:
8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
Also broadcast on Livestream.com, our Facebook page,
and at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Cox Channel 3.
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship - Great Hall
(See above for Livestream and Facebook links.)
5:00 p.m. – No Vespers this evening
The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and
in loving memory of Regina Smith Dickson and Phoebe Merrill Schermerhorn,
given by Ed and Kay Schermerhorn, Stacy Schermerhorn, Todd, Amy, Colin, Winn,
Beckett and Merrill Bertsch.
Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church! Weekly
tithes and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at
firstchurchtulsa.org or text 405-276-4141.
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For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are
available from the ushers.
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at
918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.
COVID protocols: The Session has approved changes to our protocols that will
phase in over a five-month period. The staff offices are once again open to all
visitors. Policies on face-coverings have been relaxed. Other protocols will be
revised on June 1, including capacity requirements.

PARISH REGISTER
Prayers for Healing: Challa Ashlock, Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Pat Brown, Roy Cail,
Joan Hastings Camp, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, Wandie and
Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Caroline Fravel Jones, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Meg
Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Maggie Jones, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, Amy Lesh,
Bob Matthews, Jo Matthews, Jan Miller, Rosemary Priest, Janie Quint, Carly
Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler,
Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Bill Weinrich, and Jack Williams.
The Sacrament of Baptism: Victor Taji Ndiritu Mathu, son of George Mathu and
Caroline Ndiritu, was baptized May 2.
With Gratitude for the Resurrection: Marjorie Swofford, a member since 2018,
died on May 2.

First Church Updates
Pastor’s Study –Sundays, 9:30 a.m., Dr. Miller guides us through C. S. Lewis’
Mere Christianity (repeats on Wednesdays, 11:30).
“The Lab”: First Baptist, North Tulsa, and FPC: Telling our Stories! That's what
"The Lab" is all about. Beginning this Wednesday, May 12, at 6:15 p.m., fifteen
members of First Baptist, North Tulsa, and fifteen members from FPC will join
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together for four weeks. We'll swap stories and learn how to more effectively
share the gospel story. Rev. Anthony Scott, Professor Jerry McCoy, and Dr. Miller
lead the discussions. Call Dionna Schooley at 918-301-1015, if you'd like to
participate.
Ascension worship service: This Thursday, May 13, at 11:30 a.m. in the Courtyard
- Celebrate the ascension of Jesus, His ruling and over-ruling power in a brief
service of worship. Light lunch available afterwards.
Mark the date: we celebrate a Festival Sunday on May 23 (Pentecost!). 8:30
service will be held as usual. One service at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
The Children’s Ministry remains grateful for the ways in which this congregation
is wrapping Jesus’ arms around His lambs! Many leaders have returned to serve
from 9:30 to 10:45 Sunday mornings. If you’d like to add your arms to this
ministry, please call Courtaney Miller, 918-301-1009. There are many rotational
models into which you could fit.
Praying the Psalms in Color - Thursdays through May 20 at 9:30 a.m. in the
Courtyard - Join us for Praying the Psalms in Color. This class will dive into Bible
art journaling as an artistic way for you to connect with scriptures through
drawing, coloring, meditation and prayer. To register, please contact Hannah
Elliott at 918-301-1019 or helliott@firstchurchtulsa.org.
FPC University Ministries: Check out our Gather, Grow, and Serve gatherings
this week. (Follow us at @ukirktulsa for updates)
Deacons will be hosting "Days of Care" each Saturday morning throughout the
month of May. If you or someone you know needs assistance with yardwork or
outside home projects, contact Elizabeth DeVore (eldevore7@gmail.com,
918-728-5327) or Joe Land (dogfaceboy@aol.com, 918-232-1306).

Make a hands-on impact on John 3:16 Mission’s farm where stories of healing
and redemption grow alongside tomato and pepper plants. On the 4th Tuesdays
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of the month from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. we will gather to do some simple
weeding and planting. This farm is part of John 3:16 mission to share the Gospel
while meeting the physical, spiritual, and emotional needs of the homeless and
at-risk of Tulsa. Our first gathering will be on Tuesday, May 25. Register on our
website at www.firstchurchtulsa.org/events or contact Betty Price for more
information at bprice@firstchurchtulsa.org or 918-301-1039.
Vacation Bible School from June 21 – 25 from 9:00 to noon at Camp Loughridge,
welcomes children ages Kindergarten through sixth grade. New this year: WeeBS
(Wee-VBS!) for 3 and 4-year-olds (who are potty-trained)! Registration closes on
Tuesday, June 1. To register, click on QR code below.
https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/PublicRegistrations/Event

Pathfinder and Exodus Mission Trips – This year we’re staying in Tulsa to serve
others locally. We hope to have an overnight component (spending the night each
night) for the week. This is a week-long commitment and not a drop-in and out
week of service. Registration is now open online; the deadline is Tuesday,
June 1. The dates are June 21-26, and the cost is $100. Join us next Sunday,
May 16, at 12:15 in the Powerhouse for an informational meeting. To register,
click on the QR code below.
https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/PublicRegistrations/Event

Glimpses of Grace (previously known as Autobiographies of Grace) – June 20, 27,
July 4, 11 at 9:30 a.m. in Stephenson Hall. Please join us as members of the First
Church community share their personal testimonies of how Jesus Christ has
been at work in and through their lives.
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Do you have the gift of hospitality? We are looking for people to host small New
Members Dinners/Cookouts in July or August. Please call, text or email Ginny
Drummond at 918-497-0665 or ginny1@cox.net (staff liaison- Patricia Hall)
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Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
On Site:
Covenanters
Faith and Family
Pastor’s Study
Reflections
Sojourners (All Ages)

The Hole in Our Holiness
E205
Symbol or Substance?, Eric and Lydia Olson
Prayer Room
Mere Christianity, Dr. Jim Miller
Stephenson Hall
II Corinthians
E103
Sermon on the Mount and Parables, Cam Campbell
E204

On Site and Zoom:
Front Porch
The Vine (Singles/couples)
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)

Imago Dei, Rev. Wally Johnson
The Hole in Our Holiness
I Corinthians, Rev. Dan Hutchinson
EVENTS THIS WEEK

Today 5/9/21
8:30 a.m. Worship, Stephenson
11:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary and Great Hall
5:00 p.m. No Vespers today
Monday 5/10/21
Little Lambs
10:00 a.m., Bernsen Gym
Monday School
11:30 a.m., KRC
Guy’s Monday Bible Study
11:45 a.m., E103
Tuesday 5/11/21
Precept Bible Study
9:30 a.m., E100
Wednesday 5/12/21
Pastor’s Study
11:30 a.m., E104
WNDT Dinner
5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Gloria Choir
5:45 p.m.
Awana, POW, Life Groups
6:00 p.m.
“The Lab”: Telling our Stories 6:15 p.m., E104
Choir Ensemble Rehearsal
6:45 p.m., Choir Room
Thursday 5/13/21
Praying the Psalms in Color
9:30 a.m., Courtyard
Hearts for the Lord
10:00 a.m., Zoom
Ascension Worship Service
11:30 a.m., Courtyard
Saturday 5/15/21
Before the Rooster Crows
8:45 a.m., E103
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E201
E100
E202

Name __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________
Member ________________ or Guest ________________
Seating Location: (Please circle where you are sitting.)
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right
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