The People
of
God in Worship

___________________________

Called to make fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ:
Inwardly Strong
and
Outwardly Focused.
___________________________

APRIL 11, 2021
8:30 AM
STEPHENSON HALL
First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa
Born by grace in 1885

Second Sunday of Easter
8:30 a.m. in Stephenson Hall

The Words of Preparation
If we have never sought, we seek Thee now; thine eyes burn
through the dark, our only stars; we must have sight of thornpricks on Thy brow, we must have Thee, O Jesus of the Scars.
The other gods were strong; but Thou wast weak; they rode, but
Thou didst stumble to a throne; but to our wounds only God’s
wounds can speak, and not a god has wounds –but Thou alone.
Edward Shillito, Jesus of the Scars

The Introit

Graves into Gardens

I searched the world, but it couldn't fill me. Man's empty praise
and treasures that fade are never enough. Then You came along
and put me back together, and every desire is now satisfied here
in Your love.
Oh, there's nothing better than You. There's nothing better than
You. Lord, there's nothing, nothing is better than You.
I'm not afraid to show You my weakness. My failures and flaws,
Lord, You've seen them all and You still call me friend. 'Cause the
God of the mountain is the God of the valley, and there's not a
place Your mercy and grace won't find me again. Refrain
You turn mourning to dancing. You give beauty for ashes. You
turn shame into glory, You're the only one who can. You turn
graves into gardens. You turn bones into armies. You turn seas
into highways, You're the only one who can. Refrain

The Welcome

Rev. Wally Johnson
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The Call to Worship
Joyful are our hearts this morning --for Eastertide declares that
death is defeated!
The tomb stands empty. Christ is alive!
Thankful are the songs we sing this morning –for Eastertide moves
us past darkness and despair!
The tomb stands empty. Christ is alive!
Hopeful are the prayers upon our lips –for Eastertide binds us
together again with our living Lord.
The tomb stands empty. Christ is alive!
Jesus the Messiah lives –here and now; by His own promise He is
among us at this (and every!) moment!
The tomb stands empty. Christ is alive!
To God alone, Father, Son and Spirit, be all the glory!
Alleluia! Amen!

The Hymn

Thine is the Glory

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; endless is the victory
Thou o’er death hast won. Angels clothed in glory rolled the stone
away --leaving only graveclothes where his body lay.
Thine is the glory, risen conquering Son; endless is the victory now
for us begun.
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; lovingly he greets us,
scatters fear and gloom. Let our doubting spirits find a voice to
sing: Christ who died is living; death has lost its sting. Refrain
No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of life! Life is nought
without Thee, aid us in our strife. Make us more than conquerors
through Thy deathless love; bring us safe through Jordan to Thy
home above. Refrain
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The Prayer of Adoration
The First Reading

Julia Metcalf

Deuteronomy 6:6-9, 20-25

The Prayer of Confession

Rev. James Estes

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers --for we are a forgetful
people. We so easily forget blessings that you’ve rained down
upon our lives. Your faithfulness is generational –and we are
the beneficiaries. Your blessings to those who’ve come before
us have shaped us. But how quickly we can ask, “Lord, what
have you done for us lately?” Meet us this morning and awaken
our memory, open our hearts wide; cause us to lay down our
burdens and our hurts, and welcome you afresh. Thank you
for welcoming us just as we are, so that your redemptive work
can be accomplished in us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayers…(in silence)
Come As You Are
Come out of sadness from wherever you've been. Come
broken-hearted, let rescue begin. Come find your mercy,
O sinner come kneel. Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't
heal. Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal.
Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame; all who are
broken lift up your face. O wanderer come home, you're not
too far. So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart, come as
you are.
There's hope for the hopeless and all those who've strayed.
Come sit at the table, come taste the grace. There's rest for
the weary, rest that endures; Earth has no sorrow that
Heaven can't cure. Refrain
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Come as you are. Fall in His arms. Come as you are. There's
joy for the morning, O sinner be still; Earth has no sorrow
that Heaven can't heal. Earth has no sorrow that Heaven
can't heal. Refrain

The Assurance of Pardon
Friends, believe this good news with all of your hearts: in Jesus
Christ there is forgiveness –for all who call upon Him!
Alleluia! Amen!

The Hymn

Come, People of the Risen King

Come, people of the Risen King, who delight to bring Him praise,
come all and tune your hearts to sing to the Morning Star of
grace. From the shifting shadows of the earth we will lift our eyes
to Him, where steady arms of mercy reach to gather children in.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! One heart; one voice;
O Church of Christ, rejoice!
Come, young and old from every land, men and women of the
faith; come those with full or empty hands, find the riches of His
grace. Over all the world His people sing; shore to shore we hear
them call the Truth that cries through every age, “our God is all in
all!” Refrain

The Eastertide Affirmation
This is the good news which we have received, in which we
stand, and by which we are saved –if we hold it fast: that Jesus
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was
buried, that He was raised on the third day, and that He
appeared to the women, then to the twelve, and to many faithful
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witnesses. We believe He is the Messiah, the Son of the living
God. He is the first and the last, the beginning and the end. He is
our Lord and our God. AMEN.

The New Testament Reading John 20:19-29
The Sermon When Faith’s Pronouns Become Personal!
My Lord and my God!

Dr. Miller

John 20:28

The Invitation to the Table
Words of Institution
Prayer of Blessing
Sharing of the Bread and Cup
The Joys and Concerns of the Church
The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
The Song

Rescuer

There is good news for the captive; good news for the shamed.
There is good news for the one who walked away. There is good
news for the doubter, the one religion failed, for the good Lord
has come to seek and save.
He's our Rescuer. He's our Rescuer. We are free from sin
forevermore. Oh, how sweet the sound. Oh, how grace abounds.
We will praise the Lord our Rescuer.
He is beauty for the blind man; riches for the poor. He is
friendship for the one the world ignores. He is pasture for the
weary; rest for those who strive. Oh, the good Lord is the way the
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truth the life. Yes, the good Lord is the way the truth the life.
Refrain
So come and be chainless; come and be fearless; come to the foot
of Calvary. There is redemption for every affliction, here at the
foot of Calvary. So come and be chainless; come and be fearless;
come to the foot of Calvary. There is redemption for every
affliction, here at the foot of Calvary. Refrain

The Charge and Benediction

Worship Notes
We’re glad to welcome you to the First Church community! We gather to exalt
the Lord and serve in His name. Currently, our Sunday worship schedule
includes four worship services:
8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
Also broadcast on Livestream.com, our Facebook page,
and at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Cox Channel 3.
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship - Great Hall
(See above for Livestream and Facebook links.)
5:00 p.m. – Vespers (Regular Sunday Evening Worship): Courtyard
The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and
in memory of Lynn Miller, given by Tony Miller and family.
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Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church!
Weekly tithes and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at
firstchurchtulsa.org or text 405-276-4141.
For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are
available from the ushers.
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at
918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.
We continue to pray for families affected by COVID. And we’re hopeful that
this year this cloud of sadness and disruption is lifting. Until then, we’re all
asked to follow the Session’s guidelines regarding protocols on campus:
“masking up” and distanced by six feet from non-family members. Thanks to
each for your efforts in this regard.

PARISH REGISTER
Prayers for Healing: Challa Ashlock, Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Roy Cail, Joan Hastings
Camp, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, Wandie and Mary
Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Meg Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Maggie
Jones, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, Amy Lesh, Bob Matthews, Jo Matthews, Jan
Miller, Rosemary Priest, Janie Quint, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan
Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Bill Weinrich, and Jack
Williams.

First Church Updates
Wednesday night our Lenten Conversations come to a close. Join us at
6:15 p.m. in the Stephenson Hall (dinner at 5:15 p.m.)
The Children’s Ministry is doing everything possible to welcome Jesus’ lambs on
Sunday mornings! Our greatest need at the moment are folks willing to serve
from 9.30 to 10.45. We guarantee joy in this service! There are many rotational
models into which you could fit. Please call Courtaney Miller, 918-301-1009
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Praying the Psalms in Color - Thursdays through May 20 at 9:30 a.m. in the
Courtyard - Join us for Praying the Psalms in Color. This class will dive into Bible
art journaling as an artistic way for you to connect with scriptures through
drawing, coloring, meditation and prayer. To sign up please contact Hannah Elliott
at (918) 301-1019 or helliott@firstchurchtulsa.org.
Pastor’s Study –beginning today: 9:30 a.m., Dr. Miller guides us through C. S.
Lewis’ Mere Christianity (repeats on Wednesdays, 11:30). Both meet in the
Stephenson Hall.
Israel, November 10-24. Interested in walking in Jesus’ footsteps? First Church
returns to Israel this November with Dr. Miller leading the tour. A brief
informational session, complete with itinerary, will be held on Sunday, April 25, at
12:30 in the Stephenson Hall. If you’re planning to attend, please RSVP to
Dschooley@firstchurchtulsa.org.
The tiny New Testament letter of Jude? Why is it in the Bible –and why should
we care about it? Dr. Miller leads a two-week study of Jude beginning next
Wednesday, April 21, at 6:15 p.m. (E-104). Bring your Bible!
FPC University Ministries: Check out our Gather, Grow, and Serve gatherings
this week. (Follow us at @ukirktulsa for updates)
Are you interested in learning more about First Church? The Inquirers Class is an
opportunity ask your questions, meet the Pastors and others on this journey.
Please join us on Sundays, April 18, 25, May 2 and 9 from 9:15-10:40 a.m. in room
E104. We will also have lunch with Dr. Miller on Sunday, April 18 at
12:30 p.m. For more information or to register go online or contact Patricia Hall at
(918) 301-1028 or phall@firstchurchtulsa.org.
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Blood Drive on Sunday, May 2 - 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. in the Bernsen Gym (closed
during the 11:00 worship hour). Appointments are required. Visit
RedCrossBlood.org and enter FPCTulsa to schedule yours. All donations will be
tested for COVID19 antibodies.

Vacation Bible School on June 21 – 25 from 9:00 a.m - 12:00 p.m. at Camp
Loughridge welcomes children from Kindergarten through sixth grade. We are
pleased to announce the pilot program WeeBS for 3 and 4 year olds who are
potty-trained (capacity of 20 children). Registration closes on June 1. For
information regarding scholarships, contact Kiona at (918)301-1008 or to register
click on QR code below.
https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/PublicRegistrations/Event

Pathfinder and Exodus Mission Trips – This year we are staying in Tulsa to serve
others. We hope to have an overnight component (spending the night each night)
for the week. This will be a week-long commitment and not a drop-in and out
week of service. Registration is now open online. The registration deadline is June
1st. The dates are June 21-26, and the cost is $100. There will be an informational
meeting on Sunday, May 16, after worship in the Powerhouse.
or to register, click on QR code below.
https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/PublicRegistrations/Event
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Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
On Site:
Covenanters
Faith and Family
Pastor’s Study
Reflections
Sojourners (All Ages)

The Pursuit of God, led by Tom Philp

E205
E204
Mere Christianity, Dr. Jim Miller
Stephenson Hall
II Corinthians
E103
Sermon on the Mount and Parables, led by Cam Campbell
E204

On Site and Zoom:
Front Porch
The Vine (Singles/couples)
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)

Ecclesiastes, led by Dr. David Kern
The Hole in Our Holiness
I Corinthians, Rev. Dan Hutchinson
EVENTS THIS WEEK

Today 4/11/21
8:30 a.m.
Worship, Stephenson
11:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary and Great Hall
Monday 4/12/21
Little Lambs
10:00 a.m., Bernsen Gym
Monday School
11:30 a.m., KRC
Guy’s Monday Bible Study
11:45 a.m., Room E103
Tuesday 4/13/21
Precept Bible Study
9:30 a.m., Room E100
Wednesday 4/14/21
Pastor’s Study
11:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall
WNDT Dinner
5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Gloria Choir
5:45 p.m.
Awana, POW, Life Groups
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation
Lenten Conversations
6:30 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Choir Ensemble Rehearsal
6:45 p.m., Choir Room
Thursday 4/15/21
Praying the Psalms in Color
9:30 a.m., Courtyard
Hearts for the Lord
10:00 a.m., Zoom
Saturday 4/17/21
Before the Rooster Crows
8:45 a.m., Room E103
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E201
E100
E202

SEEKING GOD’S SERVANT LEADERS

After the pattern of the One “who came not to be served, but to serve.”
–Matthew 20:28
One of the most important privileges we share is to encourage gifted and committed
men and women to serve the Lord in leadership positions. Thank you for taking time
to offer suggestions to the FPC Nominating Committee.
ELDERS:
Responsible for the governance of the church.
They provide leadership in all areas, including: Worship, Administration,
Programs, Mission, and Ministry.
DEACONS:
The "heartbeat" of the church, ordained for the purpose
of "ministering to those in special need.”
TRUSTEES:
Stewards of the First Presbyterian Church Foundation.
THE OFFICER NOMINATING COMMITTEE:
Identifies leaders God has called and prepared to serve our congregation.
Now Serving
Elders
Class of 2021
Tamra Bird
Kelly Brandenburg
Jim Diacon
Joe Dillsaver
Mary Anne Marberry
Vic Morgan
William Paiva
Cynthia Stewart
Allan Kanyeki Waita
Mariesa Worman

Class of 2022
Dr. Jim Bailey
Shannon Bair
Cam Campbell
Joel Donohue
Adam Doverspike
Dr. Patrick Grogan
Karla Kerby
Cathy Laird
Dru McQueen
Katie Williams
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Class of 2023
Maxwell Asare
Dacia Bird
Janine Burlin
Debbie Favel
Rusty Gaddy
Patrick Kirunda
Elisa Mangesho
Anne McCoy
Amy Russell
Jim Scheiper

Deacons
Class of 2021
Gillian Cawiezell
Elizabeth DeVore
B. J. Dollahon
Pam Hillis
Joe Land
Ryan McCracken
David Osterholt
Andrea Smith
Katy Swan
Spurgeon Wambugu

Class of 2022
Jackie Allison
Cheryl Arthur
Jim Inhofe
Julie Kelly
Becca Kibui
Steve Krohn
John McCormack
David Raybourn
Carol Rowland
Adam Smith

Class of 2023
Sheri Allen
Keith Campbell
Michael Homan
Cindy Johnson
Lucy Kamande
Clint McQueen
Dylan Seibert
Ed Slier
Julie Steiner
Shannon Thomas

Class of 2022
Holbrook Lawson
Mike Neal
Jason Pugh

Class of 2023
Todd Schuster
Robert Pielsticker
Amy Tingleaf

Trustees
Class of 2021
Catherine Anderson
Matthew Bristow
Michelle Hassell

Please fill out the form below by Sunday, May 2:
 Place it in the offering plate, or
 E-mail nominees to: dschooley@firstchurchtulsa.org, or
 Go to website and fill out electronic form at:
firstchurchtulsa.org/nominations21.
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FPC LEADERSHIP NOMINATIONS
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers. Ephesians 4:11

Full name of nominee: _______________________________________________________
Nominated by (optional):______________________________________________________
I nominate this person for service as an (circle one):
Elder
Deacon
Trustee

Not sure

A. What specific strengths/gifts will this person bring to this position?
1. ____________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________________

B. How has this person given service to FPC or the larger church?
1. ____________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________________
Nominating Committee 2021: Dru McQueen, Chair, Dacia Bird, Vice-Chair, Linda Campbell, Taylor
Conley, Sam DeVore, Juddy Kanyeki, Holbrook Lawson, Mike Miller, Jennifer Morgan, Jennifer Philp,
Jason Pugh, David Raybourn and Carol Rowland; Julianne Hand and Jan Creveling, alternates
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Name _______________________________
Email _______________________________
Phone ______________________________
Member ___________ or Guest _________

Seating Location: (Please circle where you are sitting.)
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right
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