The People
of
God in Worship

___________________________

Called to make fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ:
Inwardly Strong
and
Outwardly Focused.
___________________________

JANUARY 31, 2021
8:30 AM
STEPHENSON HALL
First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa
Born by grace in 1885

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 a.m. in Stephenson Hall

The Words of Preparation
The Christian life, lived in the magnetic field between the two
poles of the amazing grace of God and the appalling sin in which
I share, has a corresponding synthesis of a godly confidence and
a godly fear. The fear is lest I should put my trust in anything
other than God’s grace in Jesus Christ; the confidence is in the
infinite abundance of his grace to me and to every one of his
creatures.
Lesslie Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist Society

Prelude
The Welcome
The Call to Worship Psalm 111
Praise the Lord!
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the
company of the upright, in the congregation.
Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in
them.
Full of honor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness
endures forever. He has gained renown by his wonderful
deeds; the Lord is gracious and merciful.
The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are
trustworthy.
They are established forever and ever, to be performed with
faithfulness and uprightness.
He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his
covenant forever.
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Holy and awesome is his name.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever.
Therefore let us stand in honor,
And let us worship God!
Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven; to His feet thy tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore His praises sing:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the everlasting King.
Praise Him for His grace and favor to His people in distress;
praise Him still the same as ever, slow to chide, and swift to bless:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Glorious in His faithfulness.
Fatherlike He tends and spares us; well our feeble frame He
knows; in His hands He gently bears us, rescues us from all our
foes. Alleluia! Alleluia! Widely yet His mercy flows.
Angels, help us to adore Him: Ye behold Him face to face;
sun and moon, bow down before Him, dwellers all in time and
space. Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace.
There is a Name
There is a Name, who reigns without contention, whose power
can’t be questioned or contained. With humble fame, He rules the
earth and heavens, His glory knows no measure or refrain, and it’s
bursting past the border lines of space.
Jesus, enthroned upon the praises of our hearts. Jesus, You’re the
King and You’re the center of it all.
There is a Name, reaching past the margins, calling sons and
daughters back to Him. And as He saves, we can hear the roar of
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Heaven, as prodigals are coming home again. Oh the triumph of
His name will never end. Refrain
For every eye will see, every heart will know, there is no name
above the name of Jesus. Death could not hold Him down, no
grave could keep Him bound, all sin and sickness bow to the name
of Jesus. Refrain

The First Reading

Galatians 5:16-26

The Prayer of Confession
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we confess that we have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart, and we have not loved our neighbor as
ourselves. You call us to bear fruit in keeping with repentance, but
too often we have followed the devices and desires of our own
hearts and have refused to be led by Your Holy Spirit in
accordance with what You desire. Lord, we are truly sorry and
humbly repent. For the sake of Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ,
have mercy upon us. Pardon and cleanse us of all our sin
…(In silence)

The Assurance of Pardon
Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for
us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us. Therefore,
hear and believe the good news of the gospel, that in Christ Jesus
there is indeed forgiveness for everyone who calls upon His name.
Alleluia, Amen!
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The Response

Ever Be

Your love is devoted, like a ring of solid gold; like a vow that is
tested; like a covenant of old. Your love is enduring through the
winter rain and beyond the horizon, with mercy for today. Faithful
You have been and faithful You will be; You pledge Yourself to me
and it’s why I sing.
Your praise will ever be on my lips, ever be on my lips. Your praise
will ever be on my lips, ever be on my lips.
You Father the orphan; Your kindness makes us whole. You
shoulder our weakness and Your strength becomes our own.
You’re making me like You; clothing me in white; bringing beauty
from ashes, for You will have Your bride. Free of all her guilt, and
rid of all her shame, and known by her true name; and it’s why I
sing.
Your praise will ever be on my lips, ever be on my lips. Your praise
will ever be on my lips, ever be on my lips.
You will be praised! You will be praised! With angels and saints we
sing, “Worthy are You, Lord!” You will be praised! You will be
praised! With angels and saints we sing, “Worthy are You, Lord!”
And it’s why I sing.
Your praise will ever be on my lips, ever be on my lips. Your praise
will ever be on my lips, ever be on my lips.

The Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
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and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. AMEN.

The New Testament Reading
The Sermon

Acts 24:10-27

Speaking Truth to Power

Rev. Dan Hutchinson

And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming
judgment, Felix was alarmed… (Acts 24:25)

The Invitation to the Table
Words of Institution
Prayer of Blessing
Sharing of the Bread and Cup
The Sharing of Joys and Concerns
The Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
The Closing Song

Be Thou My Vision
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart. Naught be all else to me,
save that Thou art. Thou my best thought by day or by night.
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
Be Thou my wisdom, Be Thou my true Word. I ever with Thee and
Thou with me Lord. Thou, my great Father, and I Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one.
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Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise. Thou mine
inheritance, now and always. Thou and Thou only, first in my
heart. High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.
High King of heaven, when victory is won. May I reach heaven's
joys, O bright heaven's Sun. Heart of my own heart, whatever
befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

The Charge and Benediction
+++
Worship Notes
Reminder: COVID guidelines remain in effect; please remember to socially
distance and to "mask always."
We’re glad to welcome you to the First Church community! We gather to exalt
the Lord each Sunday morning in three live services:
8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
Also broadcast on Livestream.com, our Facebook page,
and at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Cox Channel 3.
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship - Great Hall
(See above for Livestream and Facebook links.)
The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and
in loving memory of L. K. Smith, given by Barbara Smith and Paul and Linda
Swain.
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Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church!
Weekly tithes and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at
firstchurchtulsa.org or text 405-276-4141.
For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are
available from the ushers.
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at
918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.

PARISH REGISTER
Prayers for Healing: Chris Arthur, Challa Ashlock, Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Roy Cail,
Joan Hastings Camp, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, Wandie and
Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Caroline Fravel, Christina Fravel, Luke Fravel,
Dr. Munson Fuller, Donna Gilliam, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Meg Hubler, Harvey
Hunt, Maggie Jones, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur,
Bob Matthews, Jo Matthews, Jan Miller, Pamela Neumann, Penny SteinkuehlerPerkins, David Perkins, Sue Phelps, Rosemary Priest, Janie Quint, Stephen Riungu,
Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie
Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Bill Weinrich, and Jack Williams.
The Sacrament of Baptism: Frank Reid Shipley, son of Reid and Margo Shipley,
was baptized on January 24.
With Gratitude for the Resurrection: Ginny Wood, a member since 1973, died on
January 26.
Sympathy and Prayers to: Debbi Spellman on the death of her father on January
20; Dru McQueen on the death of her mother on January 21.

First Church Update
FPC Youth Ministries is now accepting applications for the Heather Davis
Memorial Internship. This is a three-month summer internship for a college
student who is interested in Youth Ministry. Please visit the church website
for more details. You can find the job description and application under the
“employment” tab. The application deadline is March 14.
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Sunday, February 7, the Youth Ministries will again be asking each member of
First Church to donate $1 to help fight hunger and poverty in Tulsa.
Donations will be collected at the doors after each worship service and all
donations will go to Helping Hand Ministry.
Faith and Physics! Professor Jerry McCoy continues his seven-week series in
the Stephenson Hall this morning at 9.30 a.m. This very popular offering
will be available on video through the FPC website, and will be recast on
Wednesdays at 11:30 and 6:15 p.m.
FPC University Ministries: Check out our Gather, Grow, and Serve get-togethers
this week. (Follow us at @ukirktulsa for updates)
Summer Plans? There are many ways for university students to serve this
summer in roles that range from camp counselor to local community
service. If you would like to hear about these different opportunities, send
Julia Metcalf an email at jmetcalf@firstchurchtulsa.org.
Wednesday Night Downtown
5:15 p.m. dinner and 6:15 p.m. classes
AWANA returns this week. One of the great ways of wrapping Jesus’
arms around His children!
WNDT: Adult Classes
Seekers with Rev. Wambugu, E103: an in-depth study of the
Gospel of John.
Faith and Physics (video recast), Professor Jerry McCoy, TU physicist,
E-104 Dr. Miller leads discussion following the video.
Do you or a loved one have cancer? Members of the Guild of Intercessors pray
every day for those on the Guild's Cancer List. Please contact Paula
Peterson (918-296-5548 mandppeterson@msn.com) or Monte Prater
(918-605-9719; monteprater@aol.com).
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God has prepared a good work for you! Masterwork Academy needs
your heart and hands! Beginning tomorrow, Monday, your gifts can serve
right here on the First Church campus: Monday - Friday between 3:15 and
5:15 p.m. Join us in the work of cultivating in children a love for Jesus
through mastery in the arts. CREATE@MASTERWORKACADEMY.ORG or
call/text 918-370-0207 to register.
Friday Food Distribution – Give yourself away! Join us as we partner First
Baptist Church North Tulsa in sharing food with needy families of North
Tulsa. For more information, contact Allison Biggs at
allisonobiggs@gmail.com.
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Adult Sunday Morning Classes for NEXT Sunday, meeting at 9:30
Faith and Family
Sojourners (All Ages)
The Vine (Singles/couples)
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)
Faith and Physics

204
E204
E100
E201
Stephenson Hall

EVENTS TH IS WEEK

Today 1/31/21
Worship and Events
8:30 a.m. Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary and Great Hall

Monday 2/1/21
Guy’s Monday Bible Study 11:45 a.m., Room E103

Tuesday 2/2/21
Precept Bible Study

9:30 a.m., Room E100

Wednesday 2/3/21
Pastor’s Study

11:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall

WNDT Dinner
Gloria Choir
Awana, POW, Life Groups
Confirmation
Adult classes
Ensemble Choir Rehearsal

5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall
5:45 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
6:45 p.m., Choir Room

Saturday 2/6/21
Before the Rooster Crows

8:45 a.m., Room E103
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Name __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________
Member ________________ or Guest ________________

Seating Location: (Please circle where you are sitting.)
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right
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