The People
of
God in Worship

___________________________
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___________________________
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STEPHENSON HALL
First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa
Born by grace in 1885

Third Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 a.m. in Stephenson Hall

The Words of Preparation
Paul’s story included a review of his past. Then he included a
description of his conversion –the invasion of God into his
present. Then he spoke to his sense of call: to share his life and
the life of Christ with everyone, Jew and Gentile. When Paul was
pressed to the wall in front of the Jerusalem jail, he kept the story
simple: simply telling what God had done for him.
Eugene Peterson

Prelude
The Welcome and Call to Worship
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof --the world and
everything that lives in it!
(Psalm 24)
In His wisdom the Lord created all the creatures. They all look to
Him for their food in due season.
(Psalm 104)
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and lift up your voice! Rest yourself in
the thought –this is your Father’s world!
Alleluia! Amen!

The Hymn of Praise

This is My Father’s World

This is my Father's world and to my listening ears all nature sings,
and round me rings the music of the spheres. This is my Father's
world: I rest me in the thought of rocks and trees, of skies and
seas--His hand the wonders wrought.
This is my Father's world: the birds their carols raise, the morning
light, the lily white, declare their Maker's praise. This is my
Father's world: He shines in all that's fair; in the rustling grass
I hear Him pass, He speaks to me everywhere.
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This is my Father's world, why should my heart be sad? The Lord is
King--let the heavens ring! God reigns--let the earth be glad. This
is my Father's world, and we are Heaven bound. How dear to God
is the earth Christ trod, each path is holy ground.
This is my Father's world, O let me not forget that though the
wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet! This is my
Father's world: the battle is not done: Jesus Who died shall be
satisfied, and earth and Heaven be one.
Build My Life
Worthy of every song we could ever sing; worthy of all the praise
we could ever bring; worthy of every breath we could ever
breathe, we live for You.
Jesus, the name above every other name. Jesus, the only one who
could ever save, worthy of every breath we could ever breathe,
we live for You. We live for You.
Holy; there is no one like You. There is none besides You. Open up
my eyes in wonder and show me who You are and fill me with
Your heart, and lead me in Your love to those around me.
I will build my life upon Your love, it is a firm foundation. I will put
my trust in You alone and I will not be shaken. Refrain

The Old Testament Reading
The Prayer of Confession

Isaiah 5:1-4
(in unison)

Abba Father, Giver of every blessing,
we magnify and exalt your holy name --for there is no one like
you. In Jesus you have come among us and given your life for the
sins of the world; by the Holy Spirit you have entered the secret
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places of our lives, working redemptively from within. You are
worthy of all honor and glory! Hear us, Lord as we praise you
(…..praying in silence……)
We come into this place, dear Christ, made holy by your presence.
We ask that you make us mindful of our sin, our tendency to
stiff-arm your love, our sometimes stubborn resistance to your
calling. Hear us as we offer our prayers of confession. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayers…. (praying in silence)
Thank you, dear Christ, for meeting us in our deepest places of
need. As a vineyard that often produces “wild grapes” –we
marvel at your ongoing faithfulness and determination to make
new wine of fruitful lives and service to you. Bring this new wine
out of us, dear Lord. Alleluia! Amen!
New Wine
In the crushing, in the pressing, You are making new wine. In the
soil I now surrender, You are breaking new ground. So, I yield to
You and to Your careful hand. When I trust You I don't need to
understand.
Make me Your vessel. Make me an offering. Make me whatever
You want me to be. God, I came here with nothing but all You
have given me; Jesus, bring new wine out of me.
'Cause where there is new wine, there is new power, there is new
freedom, and the kingdom is here. I lay down my old flames to
carry Your new fire today. Refrain

The Invitation to Embrace God’s Forgiveness
Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel. In Jesus
Christ, there is indeed forgiveness for all those who call upon Him!
Alleluia! Amen!
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The Affirmation of Faith
We believe that baptism is the sign and seal of God’s eternal
covenant of grace with us, and that as we are baptized into Christ,
we are sealed with our primary identity. There is no longer Jew
nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for we are all one in
Christ Jesus. We belong, first of all, to Him.
We believe that we are what God has made us, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our
way of life.
We believe that we have been called to proclaim the mighty acts
of the One who brought us out of darkness into His marvelous
Light. This we believe!

The New Testament Reading
The Sermon

Acts 22:1-11, 17-21

Paul’s Testament of Faith: What’s Yours?

My dear brothers and fathers, listen carefully… Acts 22:1

The Invitation to the Table
Words of Institution
Prayer of Blessing
Sharing of the Bread and Cup
The Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
The Sharing of Joys and Concerns
The Prayers of the People
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The Closing Song

May the Peoples Praise You

You have called us out of darkest night into Your glorious light,
that we may sing the wonders of the risen Christ.
May our every breath retell the grace that broke into our strife,
with boundless love and deepest joy, with endless life.
May the peoples praise You; let the nations be glad! All Your
blessing comes that we may praise, may praise the Name of Jesus.
May the seeds of mercy grow in us for those who have not heard;
may songs of praise build lives of grace to spread Your Word.
This our holy privilege to declare Your praises and Your name, to
every nation, tribe and tongue Your church proclaim.
May the peoples praise You; let the nations be glad! All Your
blessing comes that we may praise, may praise the Name of Jesus.
Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty; worthy, worthy is the Lamb who
was slain. Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty; all creation praise Your
glorious Name.
May the peoples praise You; let the nations be glad! All Your
blessing comes that we may praise, may praise the Name of Jesus.

The Charge and Benediction
+++
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Worship Notes
We’re glad to welcome you to the First Church community! We gather to exalt
the Lord each Sunday morning in three live services:
8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
Also broadcast on Livestream.com, our Facebook page,
and at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Cox Channel 3.
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship - Great Hall
(See above for Livestream and Facebook links.)
The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and
in loving memory of Dee McQueen and Donna Bell, given by Clint and Christine
McQueen.
Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church!
Weekly tithes and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at
firstchurchtulsa.org or text 405-276-4141.
For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are
available from the ushers.
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at
918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.

PARISH REGISTER
Prayers for Healing: Chris Arthur, Challa Ashlock, Jane Azlin, MaryAnn Blackburn,
Billy Boyd, Roy Cail, Joan Hastings Camp, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna
Droege, Wandie and Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Christina Fravel, Luke Fravel, Dr.
Munson Fuller, Donna Gilliam, Sherye Halliburton, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Meg
Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Maggie Jones, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, Amy Lesh,
Laurence Mansur, Bob Matthews, Jo Matthews, Jan Miller, Pamela Neumann,
Penny Steinkuehler-Perkins, David Perkins, Don Perry, Sue Phelps, Rosemary
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Priest, Janie Quint, Stephen Riungu, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan
Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Bill Weinrich, and Jack
Williams.
The Joy of New Life! We Welcome: Kadzo Dama Tsuma, daughter of Solomon and
Rachael Tsuma, born on December 5; Grace Pauline Eagleton, daughter of Trey
and Kate Eagleton, born on December 23.
With Gratitude for the Resurrection: Myrna Monkres, a member since 1989, died
on January 6; Leo V. Legg, a member since 1959, died on January 11.

First Church Update
We continue to pray for families affected by COVID. And we’re hopeful that
later this year this cloud of sadness and disruption will lift. Until then, we’re all
asked to follow the Session’s guidelines regarding protocols on campus: “masking
up” and distanced by six feet from non-family members. Thanks to each for your
efforts in this regard.
The Session meets this Tuesday. Please keep this team in your prayers as they
seek to discern the Lord’s guidance in our 2021 life and ministry together.
FPC Youth Ministries is now accepting applications for the Heather Davis
Memorial Internship. This is a 3 month summer internship for a college
student who is interested in Youth Ministry. Please visit the church website
for more details. You can find the job description and application under the
“employment” tab. The application deadline is March 14.
Faith and Physics! Professor Jerry McCoy continues his seven-week series in
the Stephenson hall this morning at 9.30 a.m. This very popular offering
will be available on video through the FPC website, and will be recast on
Wednesdays at 11:30 and 6:15 p.m.
FPC University Ministries: Check out our Gather, Grow, and Serve get-togethers
this week. (Follow us at @ukirktulsa for updates)
Summer Plans? There are many ways for university students to serve this
summer in roles that range from camp counselor to local community
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service. If you would like to hear about these different opportunities, send
Julia Metcalf an email at jmetcalf@firstchurchtulsa.org.
The January (Virtual) Series concludes this Tuesday, Jan. 26. Find the link at
https://calvin.edu/january-series/.
Wednesday Night Downtown
5:15 p.m. dinner and 6:15 p.m. classes
AWANA returns this week. One of the great ways of wrapping Jesus’
arms around His children!
WND: Adult Classes
Seekers with Rev. Wambugu, E103: an in-depth study of the
Gospel of John.
Faith and Physics (video recast), Professor Jerry McCoy, TU physicist,
E-104 Dr. Miller leads discussion following the video.
Do you or a loved one have cancer? Members of the Guild of Intercessors pray
every day for those on the Guild's Cancer List. Please contact Paula
Peterson (918-296-5548 mandppeterson@msn.com) or Monte Prater
(918-605-9719; monteprater@aol.com).
God has prepared a good work for you! Masterwork Academy needs
your heart and hands! Beginning tomorrow, Monday, your gifts can serve
right here on the First Church campus: Monday - Friday between 3:15 and
5:15 p.m. Join us in the work of cultivating in children a love for Jesus
through mastery in the arts. CREATE@MASTERWORKACADEMY.ORG or
call/text 918-370-0207 to register.
Friday Food Distribution – Give yourself away! Join us as we partner First
Baptist Church North Tulsa in sharing food with needy families of North
Tulsa. For more information, contact Allison Biggs at
allisonobiggs@gmail.com.
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Adult Sunday Morning Classes for NEXT Sunday, meeting at 9:30
Faith and Family
Sojourners (All Ages)
The Vine (Singles/couples)
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)
Faith and Physics

204
E204
E100
E201
Stephenson

EVENTS TH IS WEEK

Today 1/24/21
Worship and Events
8:30 a.m. Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary and Great Hall

Monday 1/25/21
Guy’s Monday Bible Study 11:45 a.m., Room E103

Tuesday 1/26/21
Precept Bible Study

9:30 a.m., Room E100

Wednesday 1/27/21
Pastor’s Study

11:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall

WNDT Dinner
Gloria Choir
Awana, POW, Life Groups
Confirmation
Adult classes
Ensemble Choir Rehearsal

5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall
5:45 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
6:45 p.m., Choir Room

Saturday 1/30/21
Before the Rooster Crows

8:45 a.m., Room E103
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