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The Words of Preparation
It is doubtful if anyone has ever been argued into Christianity by verbal
proofs and logical demonstrations. The proof of Christianity is simply that
it works. It truly changes people; it truly transforms the human heart; it
truly brings the Spirit of God into our lives. When how a Christian lives is at
odds with his words, the gravest discredit is brought on Christianity; but
when a Christian’s words are lived out by his deeds the world is gifted with
an argument for Christianity which brooks no denial.
William Barclay, Commentary on Acts

The Introit

Who You Say I Am
Worship Team

Who am I that the highest King would welcome me? I was lost
but He brought me in; Oh, His love for me. Oh, His love for me.
Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed. I'm a child of God; yes I
am.
Free at last He has ransomed me; His grace runs deep. While I
was a slave to sin Jesus died for me. Yes, He died for me.
Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed. I'm a child of God; yes I
am. In my Father's house there's a place for me. I'm a child of
God; yes I am.
I am chosen, not forsaken, I am who You say I am. You are for
me, not against me, I am who You say I am.
Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed. I'm a child of God; yes I
am. In my Father's house there's a place for me. I'm a child of
God; yes I am.
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The Welcome and the Call to Worship

Rev. James Estes

Lift up your heads, O gates, and be lifted up, you everlasting
doors,
that the King of glory may come in!
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty! The Lord mighty in battle.
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory! (Psalm 24)
By His own promise He is here among us –in the gathering of His
people. Let’s stand in His honor,
And let us worship God!

The Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow! Praise Him all
creatures here below! Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! Amen.
From the Heidelberg Catechism (1563)
What is your only comfort in life and in death?
My only comfort in life and in death is that I belong, body and
soul, not to myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who
loves me and gave Himself for me!

The Hymn 416 Christ is Made the Sure Foundation

Westminster Abbey

Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the head and
cornerstone! Chosen of the Lord and precious, binding all the
church in one; holy Zion's help forever, and her confidence
alone!
To this temple, where we call thee, come, O Lord of Hosts, today!
With thy faithful loving-kindness hear thy people as they pray,
and thy fullest benediction shed within its walls alway.
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Here vouchsafe to all thy servants what they ask of thee to gain;
what they gain from thee forever with the blessed to retain, and
hereafter in thy glory evermore with thee to reign.
Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son, laud
and honor to the Spirit, ever three and ever one; one in might
and one in glory, while unending ages run.

The Prayer of Adoration

Eric Janzen

The Old Testament Reading Jonah 1:1-4, 11-12, 17, 2:1, 9-10
The Prayer of Confession

Rev. Dan Hutchinson

Almighty God, like Jonah of old you have called us into service –
and we so easily resist. His sin landed him in the depths of the
sea with no hope of rescue. Left to ourselves, our plight is the
same. Apart from you, we are lost and can do nothing about it.
Where shall we turn? To whom shall we go? Gracious, good Lord,
remind us that your mercy is greater than our sin, that your love
saves, rescues, and redeems. In the quiet of these moments,
open our hearts to your love. Cause us to embrace you in
confidence, for in Jesus Christ our sins are no match for your
mercy. Lord, hear our prayers…(in silence)

3

The Great Good News
Friends, embrace this good news with all of your hearts: in Jesus
Christ there is forgiveness --for all who call upon Him!
Alleluia! Amen!

The Affirmation of Faith

(The Apostles’ Creed)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN.

The Time with the Young Disciples

Jenette McEntire, Masterwork

The Hymn

To God be the Glory
TO GOD BE THE GLORY
To God be the glory, great things He has done! So loved He the
world that He gave us His Son, Who yielded His life an atonement
for sin and opened the life-gate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice. O come to
the Father, through Jesus the Son, and give Him the glory:
great things He has done!

The New Testament Reading

Acts 11:1-18

The Sermon Your Story: Better Than Any Argument

Dr. Jim Miller
Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them? Acts 11:3

4

The Anthem

Amazing Grace

Early American melody,
arr. Kenneth W. Staton

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! I once
was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see. ‘Twas grace that
taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; how precious did
that grace appear the hour I first believed! Through many dangers, toils,
and snares, I have already come; ‘tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home. The Lord has promised good to me, His
word my hope secures. He will my shield and portion be as long as life
endures.

The Joys and Concerns of the Church
The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
The Hymn

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
SOLID ROCK
My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and
righteousness; I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly
lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ, the solid Rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand,
all other ground is sinking sand.
His oath, His covenant, His blood support me in the whelming
flood; when all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope
and stay.
On Christ, the solid Rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand,
all other ground is sinking sand.
When He shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be
found, dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand
before the throne.
On Christ, the solid Rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand,
all other ground is sinking sand.
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The Charge and Benediction
The Postlude Improvisation on the tune TO GOD BE THE GLORY
Please Stand

PARISH REGISTER
Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Bob Balch, Billy Boyd, Kitty Brumbaugh,
Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, Fred Droege, Allan Edwards,
Wandie and Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Eugene Gilbert, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether,
Meg Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Larry Don Johnson, Maggie Jones, Joyce Kunkel,
Annelle Lanford, Amy Lesh, Dottie and Walt MacMillan, Laurence Mansur, Bob
Matthews, Jo Matthews, Karen McCay, Jan Miller, Pamela Neumann, David
Osterholt, Penny Steinkuehler-Perkins, David Perkins, Don Perry, Robert
Perryman, Sue Phelps, Rosemary Priest, Katherine Reid, Stephen Riungu, Carly
Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Rick Spellman,
Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Nancy Tholen, and Jack Williams.

With Gratitude for the Resurrection: Vandetta Butler, a member since
1969, died on June 18; Sandra Cousins, a member since 1968, died on
September 9.

Sympathy and Prayers to: Norma Wallace on the death of her sister on
September 9.

______________________________________________

Worship Notes
The flowers for today’s worship service in the Sanctuary are given to the glory
of God and in loving memory of Harold E. Kunkel, Sr. and in honor of Harold
Kunkel, Darryl Kunkel and Cheryl Kunkel Moore by Joyce Kunkel.

6

Worship
We are open for Sunday worship and welcome you to attend! Currently, there
are three live services each week:
8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
Also broadcast on Livestream.com and our Facebook page. Additionally,
you can view the traditional service at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00
p.m. on Cox Channel 3.
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship - Great Hall
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Bumpers on Boston: 9:30 a.m. today!
Sunday School classes do not meet today. Join the fun at the Stephenson
parking lot!
The pool at Camp Loughridge is closed for the season. But Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
under the K-Dome continues into the Fall.
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Adult Sunday Morning Classes for NEXT Sunday, meeting at 9:30
Faith and Family
204
Sojourners (All Ages)
E204
The Vine (Singles/couples)
E100
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)
E201
Pastor’s Class
Stephenson Hall
EVENTS TH IS WEEK

Today 9/13/20
Worship Services
8:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall;
11:00 a.m., Sanctuary and Great Hall – Bernsen
5:00 p.m., Vespers – Camp Loughridge
Bumpers on Boston
9:30 a.m., today! Stephenson Parking lot
Monday 9/14/20
Little Lambs 10:00 a.m., Outdoor Playground
Men’s Monday Bible Study 11:45 a.m., Room E103
Monday School 12:00 p.m., Kirkland Library
Tuesday 9/15/20
Precept Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Room E100
Wednesday 9/16/20
Pastor’s Study 11:30 a.m., E104
Downtown Theological Roundtable 11:30 a.m., Courtyard
Wednesday Night Downtown
WNDT Dinner 5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Awana, POW, Life Groups and Confirmation 6:00 p.m., various locations
Adult Classes 6:15 p.m., various locations
Saturday 9/19/20
Before the Rooster Crows 8:45 a.m., Room E103
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Weekday Events
Little Lambs begins tomorrow, Monday, September 14 at 10:00 a.m. We will
be meeting on the outside playgrounds. Parents and children (from birth
to pre-school) enjoy a Bible story, singing and prayer. Snacks will not be
served at this time; bring a water bottle if desired. Face coverings provided
for parents, --but optional for the little ones. For more information or to
register contact Phillip Bowman at pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org or
918-630-1786.
Monday School begins tomorrow, September 14 at 12:00 p.m. Dr. Arden Autry
will continue his study on Revelation. This study provides an overview of
the entire book, followed by examples of how Revelation has been
interpreted in different eras of the Church. For more information, contact
Hannah Elliott at 918-301-1019 or helliott@firstchurchtulsa.org. Optional
lunch at 11:30 a.m.
10:10 Pastor’s Message live on Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa every Tuesday
and Thursday.
Precepts – begins this Tuesday, September 15 at 9:30 a.m. Led by Denise
Rounds, the class will be studying Philippians and how to have joy in any
circumstance. A workbook is needed for this class, which can be purchased
at the first class for $21.
Downtown Theological Roundtable begins this Wednesday, September 16 on
at 11:00 a.m. in the Courtyard. We meet weekly and go in-depth with
thoughtful discussion on the books important to our theological
upbringings and heritage. We will be studying a book from a nonwestern
perspective called Theology Brewed in an African Pot by Orobator, led by
Rev. Dan Hutchinson and Phillip Bowman. To register, or if you have
questions, contact Phillip Bowman at pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org or
918-630-1786.
Prayer Service - Thursday, 5:30 Prayers, in the Miller Library. Invite your friends.
Storytime with Courtaney Miller – Tune in on Saturdays at noon for the next
episode of George McDonald’s “The Princess and the Goblin”.
Facebook.com/FPCChildrens.

9

Wednesday Night Downtown: beginning this Wednesday, September 16,
dinner, 5:15 p.m., classes, 6:15 p.m. (Reservations for dinner can be made
online.)
Wednesday nights are a vibrant time of fellowship and spiritual growth at First
Church. We hope you’ll join us for an optional church dinner followed by
AWANA, POW, Confirmation, small groups for high school and several adult
offerings (See below).
AWANA (from 2 years of age up to 4th grade) - 6:00 – 7:30 p.m., downstairs in
the Children’s wing - To register your child for Awana or to volunteer go to the
https://firstchurchtulsa.org/grow/awana and scroll to the bottom.
POW (fifth grade to eighth grade) – 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. in the Powerhouse.
Confirmation Class (Ninth grade) – 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. in the Kirkland Library. To
register go to the church website or contact Steve Wilson at
swilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.
Life Groups (tenth to twelfth grade) – Meeting offsite, for more information
contact Steve Wilson at swilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.
Dr. Miller’s Class–The Spiritual DNA of First Church, Wednesdays, 6:15–
7:30 p.m., Classroom E104
In this four-week course, we’ll be looking at the meaning behind our
heritage as Orthodox, Reformed and Evangelical believers.
Seeker's Bible Study: The Gospel of John, Wednesdays, 6:15–7:30 p.m.,
Room E103
Pastor Wambugu Gachungi leads an in-depth, verse-by-verse study of the
Gospel of John. Come enjoy praying together, studying scripture, and
engaging in lively questions and discussions.
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Theology of Parenthood, Wednesdays, 6:15–7:30 p.m., Miller Library
Join Rev. Dan Hutchinson, Sarah Savage and guest speakers as we talk
about aspects of our faith, how these aspects influence our homes and
family life, and how to teach these to our children.
For more information on the children’s and youth programs, contact Kiona Tyler
at 918-301-1008 or ktyler@firstchurchtulsa.org.
For more information on Adult programming check our website calendar
at firstchurchtulsa.org/events or contact Hannah Elliott at 918-301-1019
or helliott@firstchurchtulsa.org.

______________________________________________

Upcoming Events
The 13th Annual Helping Hand Golf Tournament tees off on Monday,
September 21, at 9:00 a.m. at Meadowbrook Country Club. This year’s
tournament honors the lives of George and Geordie Matson. To register,
go to the Church's website at www.firstchurchtulsa.org or Realm. For
questions, contact Braigen Hubbard at 918-301-1039 or
bhubbard@firstchurchtulsa.org.

Mark Your Calendar
Inquirers Class - Sundays in October beginning October 3, time TBD in Room
E104. Are you or someone you know interested in learning more about
First Church? The Inquirers’ Class is a perfect place to come meet others,
get to know some of our pastors and ask your questions. If you are
interested please contact Patricia Hall at 918-301-1028 or
phall@firstchurchtulsa.org.

Blood Drive on Sunday, October 4 from 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
(closed during the 11:00 worship hour), in the Bernsen Gym. You will need
an appointment, to schedule your appointment go to RedCrossBlood.org
and enter FPCTulsa. All donations will be tested for COVID19 antibodies.
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K Groups (small groups) - Beginning October 5, K Groups (virtual and in person)
will be conducting a six-week study on God Space: Where Spiritual
Conversations Happen Naturally, by Doug Pollock. Start thinking now of
people you would enjoy meeting with for six-weeks to discuss how we can
incorporate Jesus into our daily conversations with those we meet in a
meaningful and effective way, or, sign up and we can try to find a group
for you. For more details contact Phillip Bowman at
pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org or 918-630-1786.

Other Announcements
Campus Signage and Branding - The Church is embarking on a branding and
campus-wide sign and identification program along with an updated logo
and overarching name of “First Church.” Watch your email for an
announcement and a link to a video showing how our signage and
branding committee is positioning us for the future.
If you’d like to see the full presentation in person, join us Sunday,
September 27 at 12:30 p.m. in Room E104. Doug Crain will lead us through
the year-long discovery and planning process that has resulted in our
Church identification program. If you’d like to participate at a distance, we
will broadcast on Zoom.
Zoom link: click here to access (Link)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84770856287?pwd=cTZldklQazVCM21k
M3hvZ1U0Ync5UT09
Meeting ID: 847 7085 6287
Passcode: 952959
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Volunteer at Masterwork Academy - Come and show Tulsa children the love of
Christ this fall as a volunteer with FPC’s Masterwork Academy for Faith
& Fine Arts. Masterwork Academy is expanding its program to support Anderson
Elementary students in their academics during TPS's nine-week school closure
and distance learning program. We need helpers to supervise, assist and
encourage our students while they participate in online lessons from Bernsen
building classrooms. Volunteers are needed for both programs from noon-5:30
p.m., Monday-Friday, through October. We will be following COVID-19 safety
precautions. If you’d like to know more about how you can be a part of this
beautiful program, email Kelly Brown at kbrown@masterworkacademy.org or
call 918-370-0207.

FPC’s Helping Hand Ministry has been assisting a surplus of people in light of the
COVID-19 pandemic. To make a gift, go to the Helping Hand Ministry
calendar event on the website or send a check to the church with a memo
line that reads Helping Hand Donation.
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Name __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________
Member ________________ or Guest ________________
Seating Location: (Please circle where you are sitting.)
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right

September 13, 2020, Sanctuary
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