Chosen, Royal, and Holy:
Living as God’s People
in Exile.

____________________________________

Called to make fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ:
Inwardly Strong
and
Outwardly Focused.
____________________________________

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary, 11:00 a.m.

The Words of Preparation
We know that all things work together for good for those who love
God, who are called according to his purpose.
Romans 8:28

The Prelude

Authority
Worship Team

Creation knows the voice that spoke into the void; the breath that
brought the dust to life and sang the stars to form. The darkness
fears Your voice, that drove it back before, and though the night is
long I know Your light will drive it back once more.
One word from You; things change on Your authority. Your Word,
it's true, things change on Your authority.
My fight is not my own; its end is in your hands. I worship You
because I know all things must bow to Your command. Refrain
Will heaven not prevail and strongholds not be moved? Will spirits
not be silenced and cower at His rule? For if my God is for me then
what have I to fear? And I will not deny Him the glory that is His.
Heaven will prevail and strongholds will be moved. Spirits will be
silenced and cower at His rule. I know my God is for me, so what
have I to fear? For nothing will deny Him the glory that is His.
Refrain

The Welcome

Julia Metcalf, Director of University Ministries
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The Call to Worship

(Adapted from Romans 5:1-5)

In the midst of our failures,
We stand in God’s grace.
In the midst of our struggles,
We boast in our hope through Christ.
In the midst of our suffering,
We claim the endurance given by the Holy Spirit.
In every part of our lives,
The love of our Divine Creator has been poured into our hearts.
Let us join together,
And let us worship God!

The Hymn 142 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
The Prayer of Adoration

CORONATION
Nick McMillan

The Old Testament Reading

Psalm 73

The Prayer of Confession

Rev. Wally Johnson

Almighty God, you poured your Spirit upon gathered disciples
creating bold tongues, open ears, and a new community of faith.
We confess that we hold back the force of your Spirit among us.
We do not listen for your word of grace, speak the good news of
your love, or live as a people made one in Christ. Have mercy on us,
O God. Transform our timid lives by the power of your Spirit, and
fill us with a desire to be your faithful people…(in silence)

The Response

Graves into Gardens

I searched the world but it couldn't fill me. Man's empty praise and
treasures that fade are never enough. Then You came along and
put me back together, and every desire is now satisfied here in
Your love.
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Oh, there's nothing better than You. There's nothing better than
You. Lord, there's nothing, nothing is better than You.
I'm not afraid to show You my weakness. My failures and flaws,
Lord, You've seen them all and You still call me friend. 'Cause the
God of the mountain is the God of the valley, and there's not a
place Your mercy and grace won't find me again. Refrain
You turn mourning to dancing. You give beauty for ashes. You
turn shame into glory; You're the only one who can. You turn
graves into gardens. You turn bones into armies. You turn seas
into highways; You're the only one who can. Refrain

The Invitation to Receive God’s Grace
By Christ’s work, we are reconciled and united with God and with
one another. Thanks be to God for the Good News.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen!

The Affirmation of Faith
It is through Christ’s reconciling work that we are the church,
united to God and to other believers. As the church, we are the
salt of the earth. We are the light of the world. We are entrusted
with the message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ. As
the church, we are witnesses by both word and deed. We proclaim
the new heaven and the new earth, in which righteousness dwells.
As the church, we proclaim that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit
has conquered sin and death. God conquers hatred and bitterness.
As the church, God’s life-giving Word and Spirit enable us to live in
a new obedience, God opens new possibilities of life for society
and the world. We declare ourselves ready to venture out on the
road of obedience and reconciliation-- servants of the God who
wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people.
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The Blessing of the Young Disciples Fourth Grade Blessings
The Response 191 God is Our Refuge and Our Strength
The Second Reading
The Sermon

WINCHESTER OLD

1 Peter 4:12-19
Nothing is Wasted

But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you
may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 1 Peter 4:13

The Anthem

God So Loved the World
John Horman
God so loved the world that to us a Son was given. And whosoever
believes in Him shall live forevermore. John 3:16

The Joys and Concerns of the Church
The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
The Hymn 210

Our God, Our Help in Ages Past

ST. ANNE

The Charge and Benediction
The Postlude

Improvisation on the tune ST. ANNE
Please Stand

Worship Notes
We’re glad to welcome you to First Church Tulsa. We gather to exalt Jesus,
receive His Spirit, and serve in His name. A warm welcome to each one who might
be among us for the first time. May you sense the presence of Christ and the warm
embrace of His Church!
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Dear First Church families and friends, we're all aware of the increasing
transmission of this COVID virus. And we all want to do whatever we can to
diminish the risk for those who gather here. The Session has recommended the
wearing of masks during the worship services. Thanks to each for your efforts in
this regard.
Next week, and for the summer months, our Sunday worship includes four weekly
services:
8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
Also broadcast on Livestream.com, our Facebook page,
and at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Cox Channel 3.
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship - Great Hall
(See above for Livestream and Facebook links.)
5:00 p.m. – Vespers – Camp Loughridge
(Regular Sunday Evening Worship)
The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and in
loving honor of Denise Rounds, given Phil Rounds.
Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church! Weekly tithes
and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at firstchurchtulsa.org or text
405-276-4141.
For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are
available from the ushers.
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029
or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.
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Fourth Grade Blessing
Makenna Aspan
Harper Bartholomew
Stella Briggs
Catherine Buchan
Zuwena Bundi
Marcus Butts
Heidi Caswell
Roman DeBoer
Mariah Dickey
James Doverspike
Nora Garrett
Samantha Jacobson
Austin Kamau
Ivy Kariuki

Joseph Kendrick
Sky Kenneth
Corban Malone
Olivia Miller
Lexie Mozingo
Adriel Murage
Jackson Nelson
Joel Nsereko
Thatcher Shannon
Libby Shepherd
Elijah Smith
George Stinnett
Greer Tacker
Goodness Usigbe
Carter Vandervoort

Parish Register
Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Pat Brown, Joan Hastings Camp, Dwight
Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Terry Diacon, Donna Droege, Wandie and Mary
Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Luke Fravel, Caroline Fravel Jones, Gaye Graeler, Cynthia HillMeriwether, Mike Hopkins, Meg Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Larry Don Johnson, Maggie
Jones, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Bob Matthews,
Jan Miller, Rosemary Priest, David Osterholt, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary
Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally
Stewart, Bob Swofford, Dayne Weierbach, Bill Weinrich, and Jack Williams.
Sympathy and Prayers to: Libby Gaddis on the death of her husband, Robert
Gaddis, on August 19.
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First Church Updates
We’re glad to welcome each of you in worship this morning! If you’re new to
First Church, please feel free to participate in any of the events offered below.
Young Adult Community Nights are happening throughout the summer on
Monday nights. Join us for fellowship and fun! More details can be found at Young
Adult Ministries @FPC on Facebook or by contacting Elizabeth DeVore at
eldevore7@gmail.com, 918-728-5327.
Pathfinder and Exodus Parent Meetings - Today at 12:45 p.m., we will have two
simultaneous meetings in the Powerhouse to discuss the upcoming year. We hope
you will join us for this meeting and sharing with you what youth ministries will
look like after a long season of challenges. We are excited about this new school
year and the opportunities we have for our youth to grow in their relationships
with God and in the Body of Christ.
Presbyterian Women are looking forward to a "new" year of Bible Study and
Mission support. We invite you to stop by the table in the Atrium today to see our
upcoming Bible study and get a glimpse of what we have planned for the year.
Breakfast on Boston – Join us on Sunday, September 12 at 9:30 a.m. (outside on
Boston) for a hot breakfast, fellowship, live music from Grady Nichols, pony rides
and face painting. To reserve your breakfast, visit FirstChurchTulsa.org/BoB21.
Fall programming begins the week of Sunday, September 12 with Monday School,
Precepts, Wednesday Night Downtown dinner and classes, and Awana. Pastor’s
Study on Sundays and Wednesdays will begin the week of September 19.
Little Lambs will start again for the year on Monday, September 13 at 10 a.m.
Parents, grandparents, caregivers and children (birth to pre-school) enjoy a Bible
story, singing and prayer, while playing and getting to know other families. We will
be meeting on the outside playgrounds to start the year. Contact Phillip Bowman
with questions at pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org or 918-630-1786.
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If you are interested in theological discussions, please join the Downtown
Theological Roundtable for a discussion of Martin Luther’s On the Bondage of the
Will. The discussion will start Wednesday, September 15 from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30
p.m. in room 206. Please call or email Phillip Bowman at 918-630-1786 or
pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org to sign up or with any questions.
First Church is doing a nine-week small group study on the first book of Bryan
Smith’s Apprentice series, The Good and Beautiful God: Falling in Love with the
God Jesus Knows, starting on September 20. We encourage you to form a group,
or join a group, either in person or virtually, as we examine the beauty of God.
Please contact Phillip Bowman at 918-630-1786 or
pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org for more information, you can register at
https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/Registrations/Info/4b9cfdb1-6707-401bbba1-ad88004dc750.
C. S. Lewis’ The Great Divorce tickets are on sale now! FPC has purchased a block
of tickets to attend the Sunday, October 10 performance. It will be at 4:00 p.m. at
the Tulsa PAC in the Chapman Music Hall. There are limited tickets so call to
purchase yours today! If you purchased a ticket or had requested a ticket, please
contact Dionna Schooley at 918-301-1015.
People grieve for many reasons: the loss of a loved one, losing a job or career,
the end of a marriage or relationship, etc. Pathways to Hope is a five-week class,
led by Pastor Wally Johnson, that explores ways to cope with grief, utilizing the
Psalms of Lament. It will be held in Miller Library on Wednesdays from noon to
1:00 p.m. starting on October 6 and continuing through November 3. Participants
may bring a lunch with them or order a boxed lunch when registering for the class.
Registration information will be available soon on the church website and in next
week’s bulletin.
Children’s Ministry is looking for Sunday School teachers and classroom helpers
to help with our Kindergarten through 3rd grade classrooms during the 9:30 hour
and to help with the crawlers – 4 year olds during the 11:00 hour. We also need
people to commit in helping with the K2 Quest program. If you feel a calling to this
important ministry, please fill out our Wufoo form and we will contact you for
more information. (https://1stchurchtulsa.wufoo.com/forms/s9kfl860isia05/)
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Visit the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre: First Presbyterian Church Chronicles which
will be displayed in the Atrium today through September 8. For more information
go to Archives@firstchurchtulsa.org.
Volunteers Needed! Helping Hand Ministry – a ministry of First Church that
provides financial assistance to Tulsans in need – is looking for regular and
substitute volunteers on Mondays and Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. For more
information or to volunteer, please contact Emma Smith at 918-695-9832.
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Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
On Site:
Covenanters
Faith and Family
Reflections
Shepherds
Sojourners (All Ages)

Lies My Preacher Told Me
Symbol or Substance?
The God Who Knows Your Name
Meet and greet
Heroes of Faith

On Site and Zoom:
The Vine (Singles/couples)
Acts
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s) Book of James
EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today 8/29/21
8:30 a.m. Worship, Stephenson Hall
9:30 a.m. Gatherings and Classes
11:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary and Great Hall
5:00 p.m. Vespers, Camp Loughridge
Monday 8/30/21
Overtones Rehearsal
7:30 p.m., Bell Choir
Wednesday 9/1/21
WNDT Dinner
5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Life Groups
6:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
6:30 p.m., Choir Room
Thursday 9/2/21
PW Project Day
9:30 a.m., 405, Project Room
Saturday 9/4/21
Before the Rooster Crows

September 12
September 20
September 28
October 17

8:45 a.m., E103

Breakfast on Boston
2021 Matson Cup Golf Tournament
Getty Concert
Ron Pearson Organ Concert
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E205
Prayer Room
E103
E203
E204
E100
E202

August 29, 2021
Sanctuary
Please help us with contact tracing and attendance by filling out the
information below and leave this page on the pew as you leave.
Name __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________
Member ________________ or Guest ________________
Seating Location: (Please circle where you are sitting.)
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right
Left Balcony - Center Balcony - Right Balcony
or
going to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister;
or
using the QR code below.
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