Chosen, Royal, and Holy:
Living as God’s People
in Exile.

____________________________________

Called to make fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ:
Inwardly Strong
and
Outwardly Focused.
____________________________________

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary, 11:00 a.m.

The Words of Preparation
Religions are not items on the supermarket shelf that we can pick
and choose… [Christianity] is a personal relationship of love and
loyalty to the one who has loved us more than we can begin to
imagine. And the test of that love and loyalty remains the simple,
profound, dangerous, and difficult command: love one another.
N. T. Wright

The Prelude

O Church, Be Filled with the Power of God
Worship Team

O church, be filled with the power of God, as from the day of your
birth. Every nation and tribe and tongue He’s called to declare
throughout the Earth; His Kingdom is coming, the Bride He’s
adorning, He’s called us out of the grave. O church, be filled with the
power of God, for He is mighty to save.
The room was filled with tongues of fire and the world was never the
same. The Spirit of God, come to dwell within, so that we can bear
His name. For His Kingdom is coming, His people He’s calling to share
God’s love in His name. O church, be filled with the power of God, for
He is coming to reign.
O let’s preach good news to the poor and freedom to all the enslaved.
There’s liberty and healing for all; we’re set free in Jesus ’name.
Once dead in sin, now alive in Christ; baptized in water and fire. The
Spirit of God fills His church within and sends us out into the mire.
For His Kingdom is coming, this race we are running, fixing our eyes
on our King. O church, be filled with the power of God. For our joy
and His glory we sing. Refrain
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The Welcome
The Call to Worship

Rev. James Estes

(Revelation 4:8-11, 5:13)

And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of
eyes all around and inside. Day and night without ceasing they sing,
“Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God the Almighty, who was and is and is
to come.”
And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks
to the one who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever,
the twenty-four elders fall before the one who is seated on the
throne and worship the one who lives forever and ever; they cast
their crowns before the throne, singing,
“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and
were created.”
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the
earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing,
“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and
honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
So come! Let us cast our crowns before the throne,
And let us worship God!

The Hymn 138 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!
The Prayer of Adoration
The First Reading

NICAEA

Julia Metcalf

1 Corinthians 13:1-13
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The Prayer of Confession
Eternal Splendor, Light of light and God of gods, You have shone
upon us and we have seen your glory, shining in the face of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Bathed in your light, our faith and our life are shown
to be shrouded and tarnished. We have not loved you with our
whole heart and mind and strength; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. Yet, in your great mercy you forgive what
we have been. We pray that you now will amend what we are and
direct what we shall be, that we may henceforth walk in your light,
delight in your will, and reflect your radiance, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

The Response to Confession Before the Throne of God Above
Before the throne of God above I have a strong and perfect plea; a
great High Priest whose name is Love, whoever lives and pleads for
me. My name is graven on His hands; my name is written on His
heart; I know that while in heaven He stands, no tongue can bid me
thence depart; no tongue can bid me thence depart.
When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of the guilt within,
upward I look and see Him there, who made an end to all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free; for
God the Just is satisfied to look on Him and pardon me; to look on
Him and pardon me!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Praise the One risen Son of God!
Behold Him there the risen Lamb; my perfect spotless
righteousness; the great unchangeable I Am; the King of glory and of
grace. One with Himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased with His
blood. My life is hid with Christ on high; with Christ my Savior and
my God; with Christ my Savior and my God! Refrain
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The Assurance of Pardon
Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ,
and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for
us, Christ prays for us. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

The Affirmation of Faith From Heidelberg Catechism (Q&A 32, 34)
Why are you called a Christian?
I am called a Christian because by faith I am a member of Christ
and so I share in his anointing. I am anointed to confess his name,
to present myself to him as a living sacrifice of thanks, to strive
with a free conscience against sin and the devil in this life, and
afterward to reign with Christ over all creation for all eternity.
We call him “our Lord” because – not with gold or silver, but with
his precious blood – he has set us free from sin and from the
tyranny of the devil, and has bought us, body and soul, to be his
very own.

The Time with the Children Kindergarten Blessings
The Song of Preparation

Speak, O Lord

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You to receive the food of Your Holy
Word. Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; shape and fashion us in
Your likeness, that the light of Christ might be seen today in our acts
of love and our deeds of faith. Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us all Your
purposes for Your glory.
Teach us, Lord, full obedience, Holy reverence, true humility; test
our thoughts and our attitudes in the radiance of Your purity. Cause
our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see Your majestic love and
authority. Words of power that can never fail—let their truth prevail
over unbelief.
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Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; help us grasp the heights of
Your plans for us—Truths unchanged from the dawn of time that
will echo down through eternity. And by grace we'll stand on Your
promises, and by faith we'll walk as You walk with us. Speak, O Lord,
till Your church is built and the earth is filled with Your glory.

The Second Reading 1 Peter 4:1-11
The Sermon

Living Like There is No Tomorrow

Rev. Wally Johnson
Therefore be self-controlled and sober minded for the sake of your prayers.
Above all, keep loving one another earnestly. (1 Peter 4:7-8)

The Anthem

The Gift of Love

Hal Hopson

Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire,
and have not love, my words are vain, as sounding brass, and
hopeless gain. Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my
love profess, but not be given by love within, the profit soon turns
strangely thin. Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits
long to be made whole. Let inward love guide every deed; by this
we worship and are freed.
1 Corinthians 13

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
The Hymn

To God Be the Glory
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To God be the glory, great things He has done. So loved He the
world that He gave us His Son, who yielded His life an atonement for
sin, and opened the life gate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice! Praise
the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! Oh, come to the
Father, through Jesus the Son, and give Him the glory, great things
He hath done.
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O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, to every believer the
promise of God; the vilest offender who truly believes, that moment
from Jesus a pardon receives. Refrain
Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, and
great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; but purer, and higher,
and greater will be our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.
Refrain

The Charge and Benediction
The Postlude

Improvisation on the tune TO GOD BE THE GLORY
Please Stand

Worship Notes
We’re glad to welcome you to First Church Tulsa. We gather to exalt Jesus, receive
His Spirit, and serve in His name. A warm welcome to each one who might be
among us for the first time. May you sense the presence of Christ and the warm
embrace of His Church!
Dear First Church families and friends, we're all aware of the increasing
transmission of this COVID virus. And we all want to do whatever we can to diminish
the risk for those who gather here. The Session has recommended the wearing of
mask during the worship services. Thanks to each for your efforts in this regard.
Next week, and for the summer months, our Sunday worship includes four weekly
services:
8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
Also broadcast on Livestream.com, our Facebook page,
and at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Cox Channel 3.
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
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11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship - Great Hall
(See above for Livestream and Facebook links.)
5:00 p.m. – Vespers – Camp Loughridge
(Regular Sunday Evening Worship)
The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and in loving
memory of Kathy Lohrey, given by the Lohrey family.
Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church! Weekly tithes
and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at firstchurchtulsa.org or text
405-276-4141.
For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are
available from the ushers.
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029
or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.

Kindergarten Blessings List
Brady Barnhart
Ruby Bevel
James Case
Gray Collins
Elijah Deatherage
Molly Dollahon
Rowan Dossey
Christian Eraker
Merritt Franklin
Elijah Gross
Lorraine Hawkins
Wells Houchin

Madelyn Lund
Henry Madsen
William Marshall
Dominic Masaku
Colin McCracken
Lawson Mercer
William Pugh
Thomas Rogers
Judah Smith
Michael Stricklen
Kynlee Wilberforce
Oliver Williams
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Parish Register
Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Rob Berry, Billy Boyd, Pat Brown, Joan Hastings
Camp, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, Wandie and Mary
Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Luke Fravel, Caroline Fravel Jones, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether,
Mike Hopkins, Meg Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Larry Don Johnson, Maggie Jones, Joyce
Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Bob Matthews, Jan Miller,
Rosemary Priest, David Osterholt, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan
Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Bob
Swofford, Dayne Weierbach, Bill Weinrich, and Jack Williams.

First Church Updates
We’re glad to welcome each of you in worship this morning! If you’re new to
First Church, please feel free to participate in any of the events offered below.
Summer Swim at Camp Loughridge, Sundays through August 29 from 1:45 – 5:00
p.m., join us for summer swim followed by Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Young Adult Community Nights are happening throughout the summer on Monday
nights. Join us for fellowship and fun! More details can be found at Young Adult
Ministries @FPC on Facebook or by contacting Elizabeth DeVore at
eldevore7@gmail.com, 918-728-5327.
Annual Ping Pong Tournament and Cookout happens today following the 11:00 a.m.
service. All ages may participate. This event will kick off the signups for the Lunch
Buddy mentoring program for Anderson Elementary, our Masterwork Academy
partner school.
Pathfinder and Exodus Parent Meetings - On Sunday, August 29 at 12:45 p.m., we
will have two simultaneous meetings in the Powerhouse to discuss the upcoming
year. We hope you will join us for this meeting and sharing with you what youth
ministries will look like after a long season of challenges. We are excited about this
new school year and the opportunities we have for our youth to grow in their
relationships with God and in the Body of Christ.
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Fall programming begins the week of Sunday, September 12 with Monday School,
Precepts, Wednesday Night Downtown dinner and classes, and Awana. Pastor’s
Study on Sundays and Wednesdays will begin the week of September 19.
First Church is doing a nine-week small group study on the first book of Bryan
Smith’s Apprentice series, The Good and Beautiful God: Falling in Love with the God
Jesus Knows, starting on September 20. We encourage you to form a group, or join a
group, either in person or virtually, as we examine the beauty of God. Please contact
Phillip Bowman at 918-630-1786 or pbowman@firstchruchtulsa.org for more
information, you can register at
https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/Registrations/Info/4b9cfdb1-6707-401b-bba1ad88004dc750.
Getty concert tickets are on sale now! On Tuesday, September 28, we welcome
back internationally known Christian musicians Keith and Kristyn Getty and their
concert tour: “Christ Our Hope”. We’re thrilled to share this musical outreach with
the larger Tulsa community. For more information and tickets go to
www.firstchurchtulsa.org/getty21.

C. S. Lewis’ The Great Divorce tickets are on sale now! FPC has purchased a block of
tickets to attend the Sunday, October 10 performance. It will be at 4:00 p.m. at the
Tulsa PAC in the Chapman Music Hall. There are limited tickets so call to purchase
yours today! If you purchased a ticket or had requested a ticket, please contact
Dionna Schooley at 918-301-1015.
Children’s Ministry is looking for Sunday School teachers and classroom helpers
to help with our Kindergarten through 3rd grade classrooms during the 9:30 hour
and to help with the crawlers – 4 year olds during the 11:00 hour. We also need
people to commit in helping with the K2 Quest program. If you feel a calling to this
important ministry, please fill out our Wufoo form and we will contact you for more
information. (https://1stchurchtulsa.wufoo.com/forms/s9kfl860isia05/)
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Visit the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre: First Presbyterian Church Chronicles which will
be displayed in the Atrium today through September 8. For more information go to
Archives@firstchurchtulsa.org.
Volunteers Needed! Helping Hand Ministry – a ministry of First Church that
provides financial assistance to Tulsans in need – is looking for regular and
substitute volunteers on Mondays and Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. For more
information or to volunteer, please contact Emma Smith at 918-695-9832.
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Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
On Site:
Covenanters
Faith and Family
Reflections
Sojourners (All Ages)

Lies My Preacher Told Me
Symbol or Substance?
The God Who Knows Your Name
Hymnology

On Site and Zoom:
The Vine (Singles/couples)
Acts
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s) Book of James
EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today 8/22/21
8:30 a.m. Worship, Stephenson Hall
9:30 a.m. Gatherings and Classes
11:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary and Great Hall
5:00 p.m. Vespers, Camp Loughridge
Wednesday 8/25/21
WNDT Dinner
5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Life Groups
6:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
6:30 p.m., Choir Room
Saturday 8/28/21
Before the Rooster Crows
8:45 a.m., E103

September 12
September 20
September 28
October 17

Breakfast on Boston
2021 Matson Cup Golf Tournament
Getty Concert
Ron Pearson Organ Concert
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E205
Prayer Room
E103
E204
E100
E202

August 22, 2021
Sanctuary
Please help us with contact tracing and attendance by filling out the
information below and leave this page on the pew as you leave.
Name __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________
Member ________________ or Guest ________________
Seating Location: (Please circle where you are sitting.)
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right
Left Balcony - Center Balcony - Right Balcony
or
going to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister;
or
using the QR code below.
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