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Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary  

 

The Words of Preparation 
Almighty God, high sovereign of the universe, may we be so enamored 
with Christ in this season that all fear be driven out by love, all 
disappointment assuaged by hope, and all celebration tempered by 
humility. This we pray so that we might live governed by your grace, 
anchored in the promise that all things are being reconciled to you, and 
renewed in the image of Him who shows forth the glory of God not only in 
His resurrection, but also in his obedient, suffering death.  

                       Adapted from Rev. David Dack 
 

The Prelude                    There is a Name 
Worship Team 

 

There is a Name, who reigns without contention, whose power 
can’t be questioned or contained. With humble fame, He rules 
the earth and heavens, His glory knows no measure or refrain, 
and it’s bursting past the border lines of space.  
 

Jesus, enthroned upon the praises of our hearts. Jesus, You’re the 
King and You’re the center of it all.  
 

There is a Name, reaching past the margins, calling sons and 
daughters back to Him. And as He saves, we can hear the roar of 
Heaven, as prodigals are coming home again. Oh the triumph of 
His name will never end.  
 

Jesus, enthroned upon the praises of our hearts. Jesus, You’re the 
King and You’re the center of it all.  
 

For every eye will see, every heart will know, there is no name 
above the name of Jesus. Death could not hold Him down, no 
grave could keep Him bound, all sin and sickness bow to the 
name of Jesus. 
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Jesus, enthroned upon the praises of our hearts. Jesus, You’re the 
King and You’re the center of it all.  

   

The Welcome                                       
 

The Call to Worship 
                                  

For God alone our souls waits in silence; 
from him comes our salvation…  
You alone are our rock and salvation, 
a fortress; we shall never be shaken. 
For God alone our souls waits in silence, 
for our hope is from him…  
You alone are our rock and salvation, 
a fortress; we shall not be shaken. 
On God rests our deliverance and honor; 
a mighty rock, a refuge is our God. 
Trust in him at all times, O people; 
God is a refuge for us; 
Now let us stand in honor 
and let us worship God.  (from Psalm 62)   

 

 The Hymn     559                  We Gather Together                                        KREMSER     

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; He chastens and 
hastens His will to make known; the wicked oppressing now 
cease from distressing, sing praises to His name; He forgets not 
His own. 
 

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, ordaining, 
maintaining His kingdom divine; so from the beginning the fight 
we were winning; Thou, Lord, wast at our side; all glory be Thine! 
 



3 
 

We all do extol Thee, Thou leader triumphant, and pray that 
Thou still our defender will be. Let Thy congregation escape 
tribulation; Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 
 

  The Prayer of Adoration                             
 

The Old Testament Reading     Psalm 131 

 

The Preparation for Confession 
O Lord, Hear my Prayer 

O Lord, hear my prayer; O Lord, hear my prayer, when I call, answer me. O 
Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come, and listen to me.   
 
O Christ, hear my prayer; O Christ, hear my prayer, when I call, answer me. 
O Christ, hear my prayer, O Christ, hear my prayer: come, and listen to me.  

 

The Prayer of Confession                                             
Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and 
the sin of this world. Although Christ is among us as our peace, 
we are a people divided—by zip codes, tax brackets, politics, skin 
tone, accents, and petty preferences. We humans are tempted to 
believe that we have power to control our lives and guide this 
world into a bright future, yet we cannot build your kingdom by 
our own power. That’s a gift only you can give, and we don’t 
know how to apply ourselves to the hard work of receiving your 
kingdom as little children. Forgive us, have mercy on us, and 
grant that we might be renewed in the image of Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God…(in silence)  
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The Grateful Response    Thank You 
Worship Team and Ensemble 

 

Thank You for Your kindness.  Thank You for Your mercy. Thank You for the 
cross; thank You for the price You paid. Thank You for salvation.  Thank 
You for unending grace.  Thank You for Your hope. Thank You for this life 
You give.  
 

There is no one like You. There is no one like You, God. All my hope is in 
You, Jesus, Jesus. 
 

Thank You for Your promise. Thank You for Your favor. Thank You for Your 
love; everything You've done for me.   
 

There is no one like You. There is no one like You, God. All my hope is in 
You, Jesus, Jesus. 
 

To Your Name we give all the glory. To Your Name we give all the 
praise. You're alive, our God everlasting; let Your face shine on us.    
 

There is no one like You. There is no one like You, God. All my hope is in 
You, Jesus, Jesus. 

 
The Joy of God’s Forgiveness                                                         

…Embrace this good news with all your hearts: in Jesus Christ 
there is forgiveness ---for those who call upon Him! Alleluia! 
Amen! 

 

 The Affirmation of Faith  (The Apostles’ Creed)    
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
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communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN. 

 

The Blessing of the Young Disciples     My God is a Refuge 

 

The Hymn   Beneath the Cross of Jesus                                      ST. CHRISTOPHER 
 

Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand, the 
shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land; a home within the 
wilderness, a rest upon the way, from the burning of the 
noontide heat, and the burden of the day. 
 

Upon that cross of Jesus mine eye at times can see the very dying 
form of One Who suffered there for me; and from my stricken 
heart with tears two wonders I confess: the wonders of 
redeeming love and my unworthiness. 

 

The New Testament Reading    Acts 17:16-34 

 
The Sermon         Searching for God Knows What           Rev. James Estes 

       …they were to search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him.  
                    Acts 17:27 

 
The Anthem                  Glory Be to God the Father                   Michael Weisse 

Choir Ensemble 
Glory be to God the Father!  Glory be to God the Son!  Glory be to God the 
Spirit, God Eternal, Three in One.  Glory be to Him who loved us, washed 
us from each spot and stain.  Glory be to Him who bought us, made us 
kings with Him to reign!  Glory to the King of angels!  Glory to the Church’s 
King!  Glory to the King of nations; heaven and earth, your praises bring!  
Glory, blessing, praise eternal; thus the choir of angels sings, honor, riches, 
power, dominion!  Thus its praise creation brings!  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

 The Hymn    478       Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven    LAUDA ANIMA       

Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven; to His feet thy tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore His praises sing: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the everlasting King. 
 

Praise Him for His grace and favor to His people in distress; praise 
Him still the same as ever, slow to chide, and swift to bless:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Glorious in His faithfulness. 
 

Fatherlike He tends and spares us; well our feeble frame He 
knows; in His hands He gently bears us, rescues us from all our 
foes. Alleluia! Alleluia! Widely yet His mercy flows. 
 

Angels, help us to adore Him: ye behold Him face to face; sun 
and moon, bow down before Him, dwellers all in time and space. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace. 
 

  The Charge and Benediction 
 

 The Postlude   Improvisation on the tune KREMSER 
 

 Please Stand 
 

______________________________________________ 
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Worship Notes  
 

The flowers for today’s worship service in the Sanctuary are given to the glory  
of God and in memory of Dale and Jean Williams, Mr. and Mrs. Arch Williams, 
and Mr. And Mrs. Frank Hinderliter, by their family. 

 

You may give your weekly tithe and offering to the Lord electronically at 
www.firstchurchtulsa.org or text 405-276-4141. 

 

For those who need assistance in the Sanctuary or Stephenson Hall, audio 
headsets are available from the ushers.  Also available are large-print hymnals 
and Bibles. 

 

To notify the church of a birth, death, illness, hospitalization, change of 
address/phone number in your family or to request a pastoral visit at home or 
in the hospital, please contact Beverly Carter 918-301-1015 or 
bcarter@firstchurchtulsa.org. 

 

First Church Update  
      

We’re grateful for a congregation that continues to give generously in ways  
that further the ministries of Christ. In this stewardship season each of us 
is urged to ponder our blessings and to make our commitment to the 
Lord’s work in 2021.  

 

“Let the little children come to me!” More children are returning to Sunday  
School at 9:30 and to the nursery at the 11:00 o’clock hour! Everybody’s 
delighted by this --but it also presents us with an urgent need. During this 
season when many are not able to serve, would you be willing to wrap the 
arms of Jesus around these little ones –say once a month?  Please contact 
Courtaney Miller at 918-301-1009 or cmiller@firstchurchtulsa.org.  

 
The Guild of Intercessors has updated the Armed Forces Prayer List for 2020- 

2021.  Copies are available in the Narthex and Atrium literature racks. 
Please take one and pray for these service men and women who are 
connected to First Church members.  

 
Bridging the Divide! This Wednesday night: Bishop Mel Cooper, World Won for 
Christ shares his perceptions on chasms that divide us. (6:15 p.m. in Stephenson 
Hall, optional dinner at 5:15 p.m., please RSVP for dinner.) 

mailto:bcarter@firstchurchtulsa.org
mailto:cmiller@firstchurchtulsa.org
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10:10 Pastor’s Message live on Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa every Tuesday  
and Thursday.   

 

FPC University Ministries:  
“Gather” is fellowship and worship for 18-24 year-olds, whether University 
students or not. We meet every Tuesday from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Miller 
Library.  
 

“Grow” is a Sunday class for 18-24 year-olds, whether University students 
or not. Meet us in the Miller Library today from 12:15-1:30 p.m. to hear 
Professor Jerry McCoy, Physicist from TU, speaking on being a Christian in 
a non-Christian environment. Lunch will be served! Follow us at 
@ukirktulsa for updates. 

 

Thursdays: Weekly Prayer Service - 5:30 p.m. in the Miller Library. Invite your  
friends.   

 

Interested in theological discussions? If so, please join the Downtown  
Theological Roundtable for a study of A.W. Tozer’s book, The Pursuit of 
God.  The study will start Wednesday, November 11 from 11:30 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. in the Miller Library. You will be responsible for purchasing the 
book.  We would love to add you to our discussion.  Please contact Phillip 
Bowman at 918-630-1786 or pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org to sign up or 
with any questions.   

 
Thanksgiving Day Worship Service will be held on Thursday, November 26, at  

11:00 a.m. in the Chapel.  Following the service, the Deacons will host a 
lunch in Stephenson Hall.  If you will be home alone and without family 
during the holidays, please join us. Call the church at 918-584-4701 or 
reserve online at: www.firstchurchtulsa.org/ThanksgivingLuncheon by 
Friday, November 13.  

 
First Church seeks a full-time administrative assistant who will serve in the  

areas of local and global mission. In addition, this individual will support 
our Tulsa International Fellowship, our new members and women’s 
ministries. We’re looking for a team player who possesses strong verbal 
and writing skills, and proficiency in Microsoft Office applications. Please 
submit a resume and cover letter to Tonye Briscoe at 
tbriscoe@firstchurchtulsa.org.  

mailto:pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org
http://www.firstchurchtulsa.org/ThanksgivingLuncheon
mailto:tbriscoe@firstchurchtulsa.org
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First Church is a praying community! You’ll find a prayer request card in the  
sanctuary pew or the Friendship Register. Place it in the offering plate at the 
doors of the sanctuary, or in the prayer request box at the Welcome Center 
in the Miller Atrium. A weekly prayer gathering happens every Thursday at 
5:30 p.m. in the Miller library. Come join us! 

 

Serve the Master and love on His children!  The Masterwork Academy  
welcomes you! Perhaps you can give an hour, perhaps a day. Leaders are 
needed from noon-5:30 p.m., Monday-Friday. If you’d like to know more 
about how you can be a part of this beautiful ministry, email Kelly Brown 
at kbrown@masterworkacademy.org or call 918-370-0207. 

 
Reminder of FPC Protocols during the COVID Pandemic: 

Masks, Six-Foot Distancing, and Hand-washing 
 

Thank you for “masking up” as you enter the First Church facilities, walk through 
the corridors --and arrive at your destination. Masks are available throughout 
the church if you do not have one.   
 

Please do your best to sit six feet or so from others outside your own household.  
Don’t forget: hand sanitizers are stationed throughout the facility.  

      

Weekday visits with staff:  
In most cases, our staff will be glad to meet you in the Atrium or a smaller 
gathering area. Please call upon arrival. If it is necessary for you to go into the 
staff office area, please speak with Cathy Mitchell at the reception desk in the 
Atrium.  
 

During this pandemic season, we are privileged to be able to worship the Lord 
together in this place. These precautions are intended to diminish the risk of any 
transmission of COVID as we gather. We look to the day when such precautions 
will no longer be needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kbrown@masterworkacademy.org
mailto:kbrown@masterworkacademy.org
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PARISH REGISTER 

Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Roy Cail, Joan Hastings Camp, Dwight 
Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, Fred Droege, Allan Edwards, Wandie 
and Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Meg Hubler, Harvey 
Hunt, Larry Don Johnson, Maggie Jones, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, Amy 
Lesh, Dottie and Walt MacMillan, Laurence Mansur, Bob Matthews, Jo 
Matthews, Jan Miller, Pamela Neumann, David Osterholt, Elsie Osterholt, Penny 
Steinkuehler-Perkins, David Perkins, Don Perry, Sue Phelps, Rosemary Priest, 
Janie Quint, Stephen Riungu, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan 
Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Nancy Tholen, Bill 
Weinrich, and Jack Williams. 
 
Our Sympathy and Prayers to: Debbie Todd, on the death of her mother, 
Nadean Todd, on October 17.        
 

 

First Church give thanks to the Lord for “adding members” to this 
expression of the Body of Christ! We offer an open-hearted welcome  

to each of these. May the Lord bless you in every way! 
 
Joining by        

Reaffirmation of Faith:   Transfer of Membership: 
  Ray Burigo       Katy Imel 
  Libby Freeman      Quint McCabe 
  Katie Gerhardt 
  Mary Muriithi 
  Betty and Chuck Price 
  Jon Steiner 
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Adult Sunday Morning Classes for NEXT Sunday, meeting at 9:30 
 

 Faith and Family 204 
 Sojourners (All Ages) E204 
 The Vine (Singles/couples) E100 

 Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)              E201 
 Pastor’s Class Stephenson Hall 

 
EVENTS THIS WEEK  

 

Today  11/8/20  
 Worship and Events  
  8:30 a.m.  Stephenson Hall  
  11:00 a.m.  Sanctuary and Great Hall  
  5:00 p.m.  Vespers Evening Worship – Camp Loughridge 
   

 Monday  11/9/20 
      Little Lambs            10:00 a.m., Outdoor Playground 
 Guy’s Monday Bible Study     11:45 a.m., Room E103  
 Monday School                           12:00 p.m., Kirkland Library 
 

Tuesday  11/10/20 
      Precept Bible Study            9:30 a.m., Room E100 
 

Wednesday 11/11/20  
 Downtown Theological  
    Roundtable                             11:00 a.m., Miller Library   
 Pastor’s Study                            11:30 a.m., E104 
 WNDT Dinner                             5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall  
 Bridging the Divide                    6:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall 
 Gloria Choir Rehearsal              6:00 p.m., Choir Room 
 Ensemble Choir Rehearsal       7:00 p.m., Choir Room 
 

 Thursday 11/12/20 
 All City Prayer Gathering         5:30 p.m., Miller Library 
   

 Saturday 11/14/20   
 Before the Rooster Crows        8:45 a.m., Room E103 
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                               November 8, 2020, Sanctuary 

Name __________________________________________ 
 

Email ___________________________________________ 
 

Phone __________________________________________ 
 

Member ________________ or Guest ________________ 
 

Seating Location:  (Please circle where you are sitting.) 
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right 
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right 
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THE FIRST CHURCH PASTORS 

James D. Miller, Ph.D., Pastor 

Daniel Hutchinson, M.Div., Associate Pastor 

James Estes, M.Div., Associate Pastor 

Wambugu Gachungi, M.Div., Associate Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
 
 
 
 

   First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa 
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              Phone: 918-584-4701 
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