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First Sunday of Advent  
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary  

 

The Words of Preparation 
Advent, a season of waiting, cultivates our awareness of God’s actions—
past, present, and future. At the very beginning of the ecclesial year, we 
hear the prophecies of the Messiah's coming as addressed to us—people 
who wait for the second coming. And we eagerly heighten our anticipation 
for the ultimate fulfillment of all Old Testament promises, when the wolf 
will lie down with the lamb, death will be swallowed up, and every tear 
wiped away. 

 

The Prelude                 A Prayer of All Seasons 
Eric Baird and Jennifer Burleson (cellist) 

 

Lord, the world is heavy laden with the burdens of the fall.  It is sick and it 
is dying; O, Lord, be our all in all.  Come Lord Jesus, come.  Come Lord 
Jesus, come. 
 

All the rules You set are broken by our fleshly appetites.  Our desires and 
misplaced longings, need your life revealed by light.  Come Lord Jesus, 
come.  Come Lord Jesus, come. 
 

Come to our hearts, Lord, and come to our homes; come be our life and 
make us Your own.  Come be our Father and be our best friend.  Come be 
the dawn, bring the light to all men.  Come Lord Jesus, come.  Come Lord 
Jesus, come.   
 

In the shadow of the valley, in the fire and lions’ den, Lord, You’ve heard 
your people crying; we join our prayer with them.  Come Lord Jesus, come.  
Come Lord Jesus, come.   

 

Come to our hearts, Lord, and come to our homes; come be our life and 
make us Your own.  Come be our Father and be our best friend.  Come be 
the dawn, bring the light to all men.  Come Lord Jesus, come.  Come Lord 
Jesus, come.   
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The Welcome     
 
The Lighting of the Advent Candle  (1) Hope  
   John and Grace Shelton; Gloria, Mikey, and Caleb  
 

Faithful God, we wait for you to come. We know that You will 
because you already have, and because You promised to return. 
While we wait, awaken us by Your Spirit, that we may grow in 
grace. Prepare us for Your coming. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayers….  
 

Come, long-expected Jesus, come!                    
 

 The Hymn   2     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus             HYFRYDOL 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art: 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, born to 
reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. By thine 
own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; by thine  
all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

 The Prayer of Adoration      Julia Metcalf, Director of University Ministries 
                       

The Old Testament Reading     Isaiah 1:16-20                   Diane Miller 

 

The Prayer of Confession 
 

O promised Messiah, we are a world at war. No matter where we 
look, around us or inside us, we find conflict, danger and fear.  
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And we know that we are complicit in all of this for we are a 
sinful people. We are full of good intentions but weak at keeping 
promises; our only hope of doing Your will is that You should 
come and help us do it. Lord Jesus, Word made flesh, our world 
waits for Your peace, Your pardon, and Your grace. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus…(silent prayer)  
 

The Invitation to Embrace God’s Forgiveness  
Hear the word of the Apostle John: “If we confess our sins, God is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” As we wait expectantly for Christ’s return, we 
live in the assurance of God’s loving and gracious forgiveness. 
Embrace this good news with all of your hearts, in Jesus Christ 
there is forgiveness –for all who call upon Him! Alleluia! Amen! 
 

 The Response   

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! So God 
imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven. No ear may 
hear His coming but in this world of sin –where meek souls will 
receive Him, still the dear Christ enters in.  

 

 The Affirmation of Faith  (The Unified Church of Australia) 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
 

We proclaim Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen One, confessing 
him as Lord to the glory of God the Father. In the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, we acclaim Jesus as the Lord of the Church, the 
Head over all things, the beginning of a new creation. 
 

We acknowledge that we live and work between the time of 
Christ’s death and resurrection and the final consummation of all 
things which he will bring.  
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We are a pilgrim people, always on the way towards a promised 
goal; on the way Christ feeds us with word and sacraments, and 
we have the gift of the Spirit in order that we may not lose the 
way.  
 

We will live and work within the faith and unity of the one, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic Church, bearing witness to that unity 
which is both Christ’s gift and his will.  
 

We affirm that every member of the Church is engaged to 
confess the faith of Christ crucified. Together with all the people 
of God, we will serve the world for which Christ died. And we 
await with hope the day of the Lord Jesus! 

 

The Gospel Reading    Luke 1:5-20 
 

The Sermon             The Messiness of Advent-u-ally!           Dr. Jim Miller 

       Zechariah said to Gabriel, “How can I be sure of this?”  Luke 1:18 

 

The Anthem                     An Advent Prayer                                  Allen Pote 

Choir Ensemble 
Come, holy Jesus, come to free us from our sin.  Come, holy Jesus, and 
make us pure within.  Inspire each heart with illumined surprise, enkindle a 
flame a new.  Increase our faith and strengthen our lives, show us the joy 
of living life in you.   Come, holy Jesus, come to free us from our sin.  Come, 
holy Jesus, and make us pure within.  Amen. 

 

The Invitation to the Table  
 Words of Institution  
 Prayer of Consecration  
         Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
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The Solo                            Who Shall Come?                  Mary E. Caldwell 

Taylor Conley, soloist 
Who shall come in the fullness of time to gladden the hearts of men? Who 
shall bring new joy to the world, and the poor and lonely defend? Who 
shall come on a cold winter’s night, when the world is hushed and still? 
Only the silent stars keep watch as a promise is fulfilled. Just as a child 
newly born, He shall come to a stable rough with sod. ‘Tis gentle Jesus, 
Prince of Peace, the blessed Son of God! We await Him with reverent 
hearts; O come, Lord Jesus, come!  

 

The Blessing of the Young Disciples    What is Prayer? 

 

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

 The Hymn    38    It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                                       CAROL 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from 
angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of old:  "Peace 
on the earth, good will to men, from heaven's all-gracious King."  
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.  
 

Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings 
unfurled, and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary 
world; above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hovering 
wing, and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.  
 

And ye, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending 
low, who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and 
slow, look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the 
wing. O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing!  
 

For lo! The days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old, when 
with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold when  
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peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,  
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels 
sing. 
 

 The Charge and Benediction 

 

 The Postlude         Improvisation on the tune HYFRYDOL 
 

 Please Stand 
______________________________________________ 

 

Worship Notes  
 

The flowers for today’s worship service in the Sanctuary are given to the glory  
of God and in memory of Jimmie Mathews, given by Gary Mathews and family. 

 

You may give your weekly tithe and offering to the Lord electronically at 
www.firstchurchtulsa.org or text 405-276-4141. 

 

For those who need assistance in the Sanctuary or Stephenson Hall, audio 
headsets are available from the ushers.  Also available are large-print hymnals 
and Bibles. 

 

To notify the church of a birth, death, illness, hospitalization, change of 
address/phone number in your family or to request a pastoral visit at home or 
in the hospital, please contact Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or 
kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org. 

 

First Church Update  
      

Our annual congregational meeting has been called by the Session and set for 
Sunday, December 13, immediately following the 11:00 service in the Sanctuary. 
The Nominating Committee will present a new slate of officers (elders, deacons, 
trustees) and the congregation will vote upon it.   
 
 
 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org


7 
 

We’re grateful for a congregation that continues to give generously in ways  
that further the ministries of Christ. In this stewardship season each of us 
is urged to ponder our blessings and to make our commitment to the 
Lord’s work in 2021.  

 

“Let the little children come to me!” During this season when many are not able  
to serve, would you be willing to wrap the arms of Jesus around these little 
ones –perhaps once a month?  Please contact Courtaney Miller at  
918-301-1009 or cmiller@firstchurchtulsa.org.  

 
Vespers Evening Worship – Tonight we will meet at 5:00 p.m. in the courtyard,  

at the church. (Notice location has changed.)   
 
10:10 Pastor’s Message live on Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa every Tuesday  

and Thursday.   
 
Advent Workshop: this Saturday, December 5, 10 a.m. – noon, Camp  

Loughridge.  This year the Advent Workshop will look a bit different.   
We will be outside at Camp Loughridge.  Bring your family and enjoy  
a nativity petting zoo, sleigh rides, coffee and cocoa, donuts and crafts.  

 

Jammies for Jesus: Wednesday, December 9, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. in  
Stephenson Hall and the Courtyard.  Wear your “Jammies for Jesus” and 
enjoy this event that (for this year only) replaces the Ceilidh.  We will be 
serving “breakfast for dinner” at 5:30 p.m. From 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. we’ll 
hear the Christmas story, and light and decorate the tree in the courtyard. 
Reserve your spot online at firstchurchtulsa.org/JammiesforJesus.   

 
Celebrating Christmas Together is a Deacon Ministry which serves every child at  

Emerson Elementary (FPC’s Partner in Education).  Members have the 
opportunity to select a child at Emerson for adoption (Pre-K through 5th 
grade).  For $50 the student will receive a warm hoodie jacket with 
Emerson logo, reusable face mask, socks, a children’s Bible, book, school 
supplies, and a game. Our celebration will look a little different this year 
but our goal to shine the light and love of Christ is the same. Sign up to 
sponsor a child at the table in the Atrium or online at firstchurchtulsa.org.   

 
 

mailto:cmiller@firstchurchtulsa.org
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FPC University Ministries: (Follow us at @ukirktulsa for updates) 
“Gather” is fellowship and worship for 18-24 year-olds, whether University 
students or not. We meet every Tuesday from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the Miller 
Library.  
 

“Grow” is Sunday School for 18-24 year-olds, whether University  
students or not.  We meet every Sunday after worship from 12:15-1:30 in 
the Miller Library.  Join us this week for a lesson from TU economics 
professor Eric Olson on “Probabilities, Faith, and Science.” 
 

Presbyterian Women’s mission for December is Emergency Infant Services, we  
will be collecting funds to purchase food, diapers and formula. Also, gently 
used clean clothing, blankets, socks, coats, sweaters and of course toys 
will be greatly appreciated. The container will be in the atrium.  

 
Faith Partners Addiction Ministry is available for confidential conversation and  

support during these difficult days. If you or a loved one are struggling 
with the effects of addiction we are here for you. We have either walked 
in your shoes or have specialized training. Please don’t hesitate to call a 
confidential team member at 918-407-4623, the staff liaison, Patricia Hall 
at 918-301-1028 or the church at 918-584-4701.  

 
First Church seeks a full-time administrative assistant who will serve in the  

area of local and global mission. In addition, this individual will support our 
Tulsa International Fellowship, our new members and women’s ministries. 
We’re looking for a team player who possesses strong verbal and writing 
skills, and proficiency in Microsoft Office applications. Please submit a 
resume and cover letter to Tonye Briscoe at 
tbriscoe@firstchurchtulsa.org.  
 

First Church is a praying community! You’ll find a prayer request card in the  
sanctuary pew or the Friendship Register. Place it in the offering plate at the 
doors of the sanctuary, or in the prayer request box at the Welcome Center 
in the Miller Atrium. Pastors and members of the Guild of Intercessors will 
uphold your concerns in prayer.  

 
Serve the Master and love on His children!  The Masterwork Academy  

mailto:tbriscoe@firstchurchtulsa.org
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welcomes you! Perhaps you can give an hour, perhaps a day. Leaders are 
needed from noon-5:30 p.m., Monday-Friday. If you’d like to know more 
about how you can be a part of this beautiful ministry, email Kelly Brown 
at kbrown@masterworkacademy.org or call 918-370-0207. 

 

 
PARISH REGISTER 

Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Roy Cail, Joan Hastings Camp, Dwight  
Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, Fred Droege, Allan Edwards, Wandie 
and Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Donna Gilliam, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Meg 
Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Larry Don Johnson, Maggie Jones, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle 
Lanford, Amy Lesh, Dottie and Walt MacMillan, Laurence Mansur, Bob 
Matthews, Jo Matthews, Jan Miller, Pamela Neumann, Penny Steinkuehler-
Perkins, David Perkins, Don Perry, Sue Phelps, Rosemary Priest, Janie Quint, 
Stephen Riungu, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert 
Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Ben Thomas, Bill Weinrich, and Jack 
Williams. 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism: Jay Henry Seibert, son of Lauren and Dylan Seibert, 
was baptized on November 22. 
 

Sympathy and Prayers to: Terry DeVore on the death of his father, Hugh 
DeVore, on November 20. 

Dear First Church families and friends,  
 

We're all aware of the increasing transmission of this COVID virus. And we all 
want to do whatever we can to diminish the risk for those who gather here. As 
we make our way into our Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations the First 
Church Session has enacted a "mask-always" protocol for events here at First 
Church, including worship.  
 
It will be a great day when we can lift these protocols --but for now we ask 
you to abide by these expectations-- that we hope and pray will serve the 
common good.  

mailto:kbrown@masterworkacademy.org
mailto:kbrown@masterworkacademy.org
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Adult Sunday Morning Classes for NEXT Sunday, meeting at 9:30 
 

 Faith and Family 204 
 Sojourners (All Ages) E204 
 The Vine (Singles/couples) E100 

 Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)              E201 
 Pastor’s Class Stephenson Hall 

 
EVENTS THIS WEEK  

 

Today  11/29/20  
 Worship and Events  
  8:30 a.m.  Stephenson Hall  
  11:00 a.m.  Sanctuary and Great Hall  
  5:00 p.m.  Vespers Evening Worship – Courtyard 
   

 Monday  11/30/20 
      Little Lambs            10:00 a.m., Outdoor Playground      
      Guy’s Monday Bible Study  11:45 a.m., Room E103  
  

Tuesday  12/1/20 
      Precept Bible Study            9:30 a.m., Room E100 
 

Wednesday 12/2/20  
 Downtown Theological  
    Roundtable                             11:00 a.m., Miller Library   
 Pastor’s Study                            11:30 a.m., E104 
 WNDT Dinner                             5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall  
 Bridging the Divide                    6:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall 
 Gloria Choir Rehearsal              6:00 p.m., Choir Room 
 Ensemble Choir Rehearsal       7:00 p.m., Choir Room 

  
Thursday 12/3/20 
 All-City Prayer Gathering         5:30 p.m., Miller Library  
   

 Saturday 12/5/20   
 Before the Rooster Crows        8:45 a.m., Room E103 
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                               November 29, 2020, Sanctuary 

 

Name __________________________________________ 
 

Email ___________________________________________ 
 

Phone __________________________________________ 
 

Member ________________ or Guest ________________ 
 

Seating Location:  (Please circle where you are sitting.) 
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right 
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right 
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THE FIRST CHURCH PASTORS 

James D. Miller, Ph.D., Pastor 

Daniel Hutchinson, M.Div., Associate Pastor 

James Estes, M.Div., Associate Pastor 

Wambugu Gachungi, M.Div., Associate Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
 
 
 
 

   First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa 
              709 S. Boston Ave., Tulsa, OK 74119 
              Phone: 918-584-4701 
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