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First Sunday of Advent 
11:00 a.m., Sanctuary 

 

The Words of Preparation  
Jesus said, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law and the 
prophets; I have not come to abolish them but fulfill them. For I say 
to you, ‘til heaven and earth shall pass away: not an iota, not a dot 
will pass from the law until all is fulfilled.”          Matthew 5:17-18 

 

The Prelude                   Jonny Miller, piano 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

                  

The Welcome                                                                   Dr. Miller  
 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle (1) Hope 
Worship 101 Singers 

 

Light the candle of hope today, the Giver of hope will come!  
Welcome the hope we long and wait for, but only Christ can give.  
Flicker and flame and glow with hope, light up the world around 
you.  Flicker and flame and glow with hope, light up the world 
around you. 

 

Advent reminds us of the coming of the eternal Son of God, long 
awaited, much prayed for, the Fount of every blessing. As He 
came so long ago to Bethlehem, so He comes yet again today, 
ready with a blessing for whomever will receive it! The central 
prayer of Advent can be put into a single word, maranatha! 
“Come, Lord Jesus!”  
Alleluia! Amen!  

 

 The Hymn   356     Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing               NETTLETON 

Acolytes: Goodness Usigbe, Kamryn Chaney, and Lucy Gingerich 
 

 The Prayer of Adoration                Rev. Julia Metcalf                                



 

3 

The Psalter Reading    Psalm 51:1-10 (Responsively) 

Have mercy on me, O God, because of your unfailing love. 
Because of your great compassion, blot out the stain of my sins. 
Wash me clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin. For I 
recognize my rebellion; it haunts me day and night. 
Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; I have done what is evil 
in your sight.  
You will be proved right in what you say, and your judgment 
against me is just. 
For I was born a sinner—yes, from the moment my mother 
conceived  me. 
But you desire honesty from the womb, teaching me wisdom 
even  there. 
Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be 
whiter than snow. 
Oh, give me back my joy again; you have broken me—now let 
me rejoice. 
Don’t keep looking at my sins. Remove the stain of my guilt.  
Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within 
me. 

 

The Prayer of Confession      
 

Great Physician of the heart, to whom else shall we turn? Out of 
your love, look upon us in mercy —and meet us in our sin. 
Awaken our hearts to your presence; do whatever is necessary to 
purify and sanctify us. Grant us the life-giving blessing that comes 
through our Great High Priest, even your beloved Son, Jesus, our 
Lord. In your mercy, and by your grace, hear our prayers… 
 

                                 Comfort Ye (from Messiah)           G. F. Handel 
    Brad Morgan, soloist  
 

Comfort ye my people, saith your God.  Speak comfortably to 
Jerusalem, and cry unto her that her warfare is accomplished,  
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that her iniquity is pardoned. The voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God.” 
 

The Invitation to Embrace the Good News 
Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel: in Jesus 
Christ, there is forgiveness for everyone who calls upon Him! 
Alleluia! Amen! 

 

 The Response                             
 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 
from earthly use for heaven's employ, adorned with prayer and 
love and joy. 
 

Redeemer, come, with us abide, our hearts to Thee we open 
wide; let us Thy inner presence feel; Thy grace and love in us 
reveal. 

 

 The Affirmation of Faith   (The Nicene Creed)          Dr. Wally Johnson 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of 
God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven, and by 
the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the virgin Mary, and became 
human. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate, He 
suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead and His kingdom will have no end. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

       I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess one   
      baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the  
       resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Blessing of the Young Disciples     What Are You Sure Of? 

                   Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world.” John 8:12 
 

The Hymn                I Know Whom I Have Believed                                 

I know not why God’s wondrous grace to me He hath made 
known, nor why, unworthy, Christ in love redeemed me for His 
own. 
 

But “I know Whom I have believe-ed, and am persuaded that He is 
able to keep that which I’ve committed unto Him against that 
day.” 
 

I know not what of good or ill may be reserved for me, of weary 
ways or golden days, before His face I see. Refrain. 
 

I know not when my Lord may come, at night or noonday fair, 
nor if I walk the vale with Him, or meet Him in the air. Refrain.  

 

The New Testament Reading     Matthew 1:1-2; Galatians 4:1-7, 19 
 

The Sermon      Fulfillment? What Do We Do While We Wait? 

        My little children, for whom I am again in the pain of childbirth 
        --until Christ is formed in you…..                     Galatians 4:19              
           

The Anthem               O Come, O Come, Emmanuel     arr. Alice Parker 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that 
mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  Rejoice! 
Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.   
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O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine 
advent here; disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s 
dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain)  O come, thou Key of David, 
come, and open wide our heavenly home; make safe the way that 
leads on high, and close the path to misery.  Refrain. 

 

The Invitation to the Lord’s Table  
Words of Institution 
Prayer of Consecration 
Sharing the Bread and the Cup 
The Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 

The Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

 The Prayers of the People 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer (sung by the congregation)        

 

 The Charge and Benediction  
 

The Postlude         Improvisation on the tune NETTLETON               

 

Worship Notes 
 

The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God 
and in memory of Sam P. Daniel, Jr. by Mary Lou Daniel and family. 
 

Today’s “Letter-of-Well-Wishing” is directed to Dr. Wally and Joyce 
Johnson. 
 

Services are broadcast on the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox  
channel 3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
 

Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of 
address/phone number or other important family news. Contact  
Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org. 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary or Stephenson 
Hall, audio headsets are available from the ushers. Also available are 
large-print hymnals and Bibles. 

 

First Church Updates 
 

We welcome you on this the beginning of a new ecclesial (church) 
year! It’s the first Sunday of Advent –a word that means, “coming 
near”. We pray that you’ll sense the incoming presence of Christ among 
us here, the warmth of this community that He has called together, and 
the joy of serving in His name --this world that He loves!       
 

The Blessing of Stewardship! The Session is already at work shaping 
the vision for FPC’s ministries in 2023. Your “Estimate of Giving” will 
make all the difference in their efforts. Please remember the Lord’s 
Church as you consider how your blessings will be shared, and submit 
your “Estimate of Giving” card for 2023. Let’s resolve to give of our best 
to the Master! 
 

Join us in the atrium after the 11:00 a.m. service to honor Dr. Wally 
and Joyce Johnson. Both of them have been a blessing these past two 
years and we pray every joy for them (and First Church, Sapulpa) in the 
days ahead.   
 

This Week: 
 

Wednesday Night Downtown, - This Wednesday, 6:15, with dinner at  
5:15 p.m. in Stephenson Hall.  Adult class offerings include: 
 

First Church Mission Series  
 

This Wednesday night, November 30 – Jonathan Ekman from The 
Voice of the Martyrs will deliver some surprising good news from 
the persecuted church.  
 

Next Wednesday: December 7 – Tom Boone from The Outreach 
Foundation shares details on how ministry in Poland and Lithuania 
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is progressing with Ukrainian refugees. He also brings news about 
evangelism among the Iranian diaspora in eastern Europe.  
 

Seeker’s Bible Study – Rev. Wambugu takes a deep dive into the 
sermon texts on Leviticus, in room E104, 6:15 – 7:30 p.m. 

 
Mark the Date!  

 

Add your voice to the Chancel Choir during our Christmas services this 
year! You’re invited to join the choir on Christmas Music Sunday,  
Dec. 18, and our Christmas Eve services. The rehearsals are a joy: 
Wednesdays, Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14 from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  You’ll make 
new friends and be blessed by singing the message of the angels: Glory 
to the newborn King! For details, contact Ron Pearson at 
rpearson@firstchurchtulsa.org or 918-301-1013. 

 

Advent Workshop – Next Sunday, December 4 from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. at 
Camp Loughridge, Temple Conference Center. Lots to do for kids and 
adults! Come, create special memories at Advent Workshop! We’ll 
provide all the supplies for crafts. Cost is $10.  
 

Jammies for Jesus – Wednesday, December 14, dinner at 5:30 p.m. and 
program at 6:00 p.m., in Stephenson Hall.  Cost: $10 per family. 
 

Pastor’s Fun Night to kick-off the new year for AWANA and WNDT! 
More details to come. O boy! 
 

Mark your calendars! All-Church Retreat: March 24-25, 2023: New 
Life Ranch 
 

Don’t Forget: Faith Partners Addiction Ministry – First Church is a 
member of a nationwide fraternity called Faith Partners. They 
provide intervention, education, and recovery support to individuals 
and families suffering from addiction. Questions? Please call the 
Church office (918-584-4701) and leave your number. A team 
member will return your call. 

mailto:rpearson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Parish Register 
 

Prayers for Healing:  Jane Azlin, Beth Campbell, Dwight Creveling, 
Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, David Dunning, Mary Ann Elliott, Gaye 
Graeler, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Elaine Horkey, Meg 
Hubler, Jeannie Dickey Kelsay, Joyce Kunkel, Susan Lawrence, Carmelitti 
LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Ann McKellar, Jan Miller, David Morgan, David 
Osterholt, Shari Postier, Rosemary Priest, Tom Reynolds, Carly Rivers, 
Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Bill Smith, Jane 
Sneed, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Terry Thomas, Mike Tidwell, Larry 
Tromp, Susan Waldie, and Carolyn Wilcott. 
 

Sympathy and Prayers to: Kim Jones on the death of her brother-in-
law, George Edward Hixon, on November 13. 
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THIS  WEEK 
 

TODAY   11/27  
      8:00 am  Worship, Kerr Chapel 
   8:30 am  Worship, Stephenson Hall 
   9:30 am     Gatherings and Classes 
  11:00 am    Worship, Sanctuary, Stephenson Hall and Great Hall 

 

Monday   11/28  
 11:45 am  Guy’s Monday Bible Study, E103  
    

Tuesday   11/29 
   9:30 am     Precepts, E100 
 

Wednesday  11/30 
     11:30 am  Pastor’s Study, E104 
     11:30 am    Downtown Theological Roundtable, 204  
           5:15 pm   Wednesday Night Dinner, Stephenson Hall  
   5:30 pm  Gloria Choir 
   6:00 pm   Awana, Children’s Area  
   6:15 pm             Various Adult Classes  
   6:30 pm   Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
     

Saturday   12/4 
       8:45 am          Before the Rooster Crows, E103   
 

COME, GROW YOUR FAITH! 

TODAY: Adult Classes, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Cornerstone                     The History of Acts                                                                 E102 
Covenanters                     Renovated: God, Dallas, & the Church 
             That Transforms                                                                      E101 
Faith and Family              Advent Series                                                               3rd floor Pastors Study 
Forum             Advent Series                                                                            E200 
Harbingers             All the Places to Go                                                                 E202 
Morning Glory                 Prayers and Bible Study                                                          E201 
New Parents             Theology and Parenting                                                          E205 
Pastor’s Study 1               Contemporary Concerns & the Christian Faith                  Steph. Hall 
Pastor’s Study 2               Advent Series                                                                            E104 
Reflections                        Christian Life in Ordinary Time                                             E103 
Shepherds                         King David                                                                                E203      
Sojourners                          Advent Series                                                                            E204   

   The Vine                              Advent Series                                                                  E100 
   UKirk          Advent Series                                                                  E104    
   Westminster           Theology Brewed in an African Pot                            Tower Room 

Young Adults                      Advent Series                                                                            E104          
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                                         November 27, 2022 
                                      11:00 Sanctuary 

 
Please register your attendance by filling out the 

information below and leave this page on the pew as 
you leave.  

 
Name __________________________________________ 

 
Email ___________________________________________ 

 
Phone __________________________________________ 

 
Member ________________ or Guest ________________ 

 
go to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister; 

or 
using the QR code below. 

 
 

 

 

 


