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Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
11:00 a.m., Sanctuary  

 
The Words of Preparation  

The heart overflows with gladness, and leaps and dances for the 
joy it has found in the Lord. In this experience the Holy Spirit is 
active, --teaching us in the flash of a moment the deep secret of 
joy. We will have as much joy and laughter in life as we have 
faith and trust in God.   

 
The Welcome                                                                    Dr. Jim Miller                         
 

The Introit                     I Will Praise Forever                          G. F. Handel 

Emily Willard, soloist; Gina Davis, violinist 

I will praise forever, my Lord, ever true and faithful.  Guarding, 
guiding ever, my Lord is always near me; my strength in time of 
trouble, my help in time of need.  I will praise forever, my Lord, 
my God, my friend.  He is the joy of morning, He is the peace of 
evening, He is the hope of noonday, He is my God and friend.   

 

The Call to Worship              
 

Lift up your hearts! We lift them up to the Lord.  
And why not? The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love! 
He comes among us with an “all-sufficient” grace.    
When we were dead through our trespasses, God made us  
alive together with Christ —by grace we have been saved! 
This is not our own doing —it’s the gift of God; so come,  
let’s stand in honor, sing of this grace,  
And let us worship God! 
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 The Hymn                 Wonderful Grace of Jesus             WONDERFUL GRACE 
Wonderful grace of Jesus, greater than all my sin; how shall my  
tongue describe it, where shall its praise begin? Taking away my 
burden, setting my spirit free, for the wonderful grace of Jesus 
reaches me. 
 

Wonderful the matchless grace of Jesus, deeper than the mighty 
rolling sea, higher than the mountain, sparkling like a fountain, 
all sufficient grace for even me, broader than the scope of my 
transgressions, greater far than all my sin and shame 
—O magnify the precious name of Jesus, praise his name! 
 

Wonderful grace of Jesus, reaching to all the lost, by it I have 
been pardoned, saved to the uttermost. Chains have been torn 
asunder, giving me liberty, for the wonderful grace of Jesus 
reaches me. Refrain 
 

Wonderful grace of Jesus, reaching the most defiled, by its 
transforming power making me God’s dear child, purchasing 
peace and heaven for all eternity, for the wonderful grace of 
Jesus reaches me. Refrain 

 

 The Prayer of Adoration                    Julia Metcalf                              

 

The Old Testament Reading   Ezekiel 36:23-28                   Kate Swan 
 

The Prayer of Confession                                Dr. Wes Vander Lugt 
Almighty God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, come and meet 
us in our need, our sin, our apathy. Have your own way with us  
—perform the cardiac surgery you alone offer: remove our heart  
of stone, and grant us a new and tender heart, eager to do your  
will. Lord Jesus Christ, in your mercy, hear our prayers … 
(in silence) 
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Good News 
 

Friends, embrace this good news with all of your hearts!  
In Jesus Christ there is forgiveness—for all who call upon him!  
Alleluia! Amen!        

 
 

 The Response     
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine own dear 
presence to cheer and to guide; strength for today and bright 
hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand 
beside!  
 

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by 
morning new mercies I see. All I have needed Thy hands have 
provided; great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

 The Affirmation of Faith   (The Apostles’ Creed)  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Blessing of the Young Disciples     Discipleship = Training!  
Jacob and James Case 

All good athletes train hard. They do it for a gold medal that tarnishes 
and fades. You’re after one that’s gold eternally. I Cor. 9:25 
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The Response       I Sing a Song of the Saints of God             GRAND ISLE 
 

I sing a song of the saints of God, patient and brave and true, 
Who toiled and fought and lived and died for the Lord they 
loved and knew. And one was a doctor, and one was a queen, 
and one was a shepherdess on the green: they were all of them 
saints of God, and I mean, God helping, to be one too. 
 

They loved their Lord so dear, so dear, and God's love made 
them strong; and they followed the right, for Jesus' sake, 
the whole of their good lives long. And one was a soldier, and 
one was a priest, and one was slain by a fierce wild beast; 
and there's not any reason, no, not the least why I shouldn't be 
one too. 
 

They lived not only in ages past, there are hundreds of 
thousands still; the world is bright with the joyous saints 
who love to do Jesus' will. You can meet them in school, or in 
lanes, or at sea, in church, or in trains, or in shops, or at tea; 
for the saints of God are just folk like me, and I mean to be one 
too. 

 

The Epistle Reading    Ephesians 5:15-21 
 

The Sermon            The Ministry of the Holy Spirit              Dr. Jerry Root 

                Be careful, then, how you live, not as unwise people  
               but as wise….Be filled with the Spirit.       Ephesians 5:15, 18 

 

The Anthem            Sing to the Lord of Harvest                  Robert Wetzler 
 

Sing to the Lord of harvest, sing songs of love and praise; with 
joyful hearts and voices your alleluias raise!  By Him the rolling 
seasons in fruitful order move; sing to the Lord of harvest a song 
of joy and love.  God sends the welcome rainfall, the deserts 
bloom and spring, the hills leap up in gladness, the valleys laugh 
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and sing.  He fills them with His fullness, all things with large 
increase; He crowns the year with goodness, with plenty, and 
with peace.  Heap on His sacred altar the gifts His goodness 
gave, the golden sheaves of harvest, the souls He died to save.  
Your hearts lay down before Him when at His feet you fall, and 
with your lives adore Him who gave His life for all.  To God the 
gracious Father, the giver of all good; to Christ, who, when we 
wandered, restored us with His blood, and to the Holy Spirit, 
who does upon us pour His blessed dews and sunshine, be 
praise for evermore! 

 

The Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

 The Hymn   129   Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us                   EBENEZER 

 

 The Charge and Benediction 
 

 The Postlude      Improvisation on the tune EBENEZER        
      

    Please Stand 
 

Sermon Notes: 
        Ephesians 5:15-20 

 

Paul continues here his unfolding reflection on Christian ethics, calling 
the Church that goes by the name of Christ, to ‘be careful how we live’ 

(literally, how we “walk”).  
 

We’ve learned more than a little about this during these two years of 
COVID. Amid a global health pandemic, the medical community is 

emphatic: take special care, be attentive, be mindful. Elevate your 
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hygiene, wash your hands, be careful in what you touch, watch your 

distance. 
 

This, in a sense, is Paul’s exact emphasis here. Spiritually-speaking, he 

says, we live in a certifiably sick culture —and are susceptible to its 
many viruses. Like COVID, it’s a global pandemic. It can be lethal.  And 

we are at risk.  
 

Paul is not reluctant to speak of his culture as “evil” (5:16), a word 

that simply means “where sin abounds.” This is the human condition. 

We need to acknowledge this and be careful in our diagnosis.  Don’t 
be foolish in this regard, says Paul.  
 

Ephesus was permeated with pagan worship. The cult of Dionysius  

(or Bacchus), the god of the grape harvest, winemaking, and fertile 
orchards, was everywhere in the ancient world. Worship included 

drunken orgies and all that goes along with it.  
 

When Paul says, “Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, 

but be filled with the Spirit” (5:18) every reader got the message.  
 

Gene Peterson puts it this way: We are not adequate to live a life of 

love out of our own will or resources. Trying harder doesn’t do it. Enter 

the Spirit. God provides His Spirit to live the life of God in us, and we 
are reoriented around the center that holds.  
 

The Spirit makes us conscious of time, the fleeting nature of it,  

the opportunities present in it, the way that it can be redeemed.  
 

Says one writer: Redeeming the time isn’t at root about better 

calendar management, but about living faithfully in light of the 
coming of Christ our Savior. 
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Worship Notes 
The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and in 
loving memory of George H. Coe, Jr., given by Mary Anne Marberry, Janie Long 
and Sandi Coe. 
 

For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are  
available from the ushers.   
 
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone 
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029  
or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.  

Services are broadcast on livestream.com, the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox 
channel 3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 

 

Parish Register 
 

Prayers for Healing: Jeanette Anderson, Jane Azlin, Johanna Boshuizen, Billy 
Boyd, Pat Brown, Eleanor Carmack, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna 
Droege, Wandie and Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Luke Fravel, Gary Gilliam, 
Glenda Goodwin, Gaye Graeler, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Meg 
Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Caroline Fravel Jones, Ray Kenney, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle 
Lanford, Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Ann McKellar, Jan 
Miller, Rosemary Priest, David Osterholt, David Raybourn, Carly Rivers, Zach 
Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy 
Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Mary Lee Torbert, Quendy Veatch, Dayne Weierbach, 
Bill Weinrich, and Jack Williams. 
 

Sympathy and Prayers to: Katy Houchin on the death of her mother-in-law, Jola 
Houchin, on November 2, and to Dick and Janetta Williamson on the death of 
their son-in-law, Todd Perkins, on November 2. 

 
First Church Updates  

 
We’re glad to welcome Dr. Jerry and Claudia Root back to Tulsa! They’ve had a 
long and effective ministry to countless students at Wheaton College. It’s a joy 
to have Dr. Root in the pulpit this morning, and leading us throughout this 
Festival of Faith weekend. 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
http://livestream.com/
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Join Dr. Root at 9:30 today in the Stephenson Hall! As an expert in C. S. Lewis, 
Jerry guides our thinking on Lewis’ writings and their impact.   
 
City-Wide Thanksgiving Worship: Monday, November 22, 7:00 p.m. This year we 
meet at the historic First Baptist Church, North Tulsa, 1414 North Greenwood 
Avenue, Rev. Anthony Scott, Pastor. 
 
Thank you for your faithful giving to support the ministries of this 
congregation! Your gifts, your energy and your devotion are expressions of the 
presence of Christ in the world He loves. The Session of First Church is at work 
on the 2022 budget. Your commitment cards will greatly assist them in their 
work.  
 
Pastor’s reminder: I’m confident that none of us, standing in the presence of 
Jesus at the end of time, will ever think: I shouldn’t have given as generously as I 
did to the work of Christ through His Church. Thank you for your faithfulness and 
commitment. As we look ahead, let’s give of our best to the Master!  
 
Music lovers! The Tulsa chapter of the American Guild of Organists invites you 
to a free concert on Friday, November 19, 7:30 p.m., in the Sanctuary. The guest 
artist is Thomas Gaynor, a doctoral student at the Eastman School of Music in 
Rochester, New York. The program will include the rarely heard Passion 
Symphony composed by Marcel Dupre; it is a large work in four movements 
which is a musical narrative of the life of Christ. 
 
Celebrating Christmas Together - Join the First Church Board of Deacons as 
begin our ministry with Anderson Elementary School. Let’s show Anderson 
Elementary our love and Christ’s love as we joyously celebrate His birth. Each 
sponsored student will receive a Bible, a board game, a story book, socks and a 
sweatshirt - all in a festive First Church bag. In the Atrium, the Celebrating 
Christmas Together sign-up table will be available starting next Sunday, 
November 21. Mark your calendar for Friday, December 17, as our congregation 
travels to Anderson Elementary to celebrate together.  
 
The Guild of Intercessors Veterans Day Prayer List has been updated. Pick up a 
copy from the racks in the Narthex or Atrium and join us in praying for these 
men and women.   
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Mark your calendars: Thanksgiving Day Worship, Thursday, November 22, 11:00 in 
the Kerr Chapel.  Following worship, the Deacons host a scrumptious dinner in 
Stephenson Hall for those who may be alone during the holiday. To make your 
reservations, contact Kathy Wilson at (918) 301-1029 or 
kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org. To sign up online:   

 
 
Advent Communion is Sunday, November 28, members who are participating 
from home can pick up elements from the welcome desk in the atrium starting 
Monday, November 22 – Wednesday, November 24 from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
 
Kings in Judaea – a nativity play by Dorothy Sayers, Sunday, December 5 at  
5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  Make plans now to bring your family and friends to 
see Kings in Judaea and stay for dinner and discussion at 6:15 p.m. It will be 
performed by members of First Church, with anthems from a vocal ensemble, 
and including presentations from Director Bruce Long and Theologian-in-
Residence Wes Vander Lugt. Admittance to the play is free and dinner will be 
$10. To pay for dinner online: 
 

 
 
Dancing toward Delight –Thursday, December 9, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the Lewis 
Conference Room, 2nd floor of the Bernsen Center - Join us for an evening of 
dance instruction, relational reflection, and Christmas cheer led by Wes and 
Stephanie Vander Lugt. No previous dance experience or partner is necessary, 
and anyone is welcome to come, learn, and enjoy. Instruction begins promptly 
at 7:00 p.m. Come early, enjoy some refreshments, and make sure to wear 
shoes that slide (no rubber soles)! Space is limited, so sign up here to reserve 
your spot.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qfW5eNFmqARra75d1CoBAb7fNLwxB32yscNps9iMSvb9YEcFo4u2CFi3QxmO5zgy5qHTKbSUb529zB43hTqLdgEeIS4pR4s9hIqQ6TMbP4_73-h0YVDgCFz11Ie2PJH8cW2VFBPc81nxlHpyKkDmxA==&c=ztYNiH6E3AI8hh7iHU5zucWB6Da61ZTQxLxqW0t32UF4lWUXucdhbg==&ch=uzqpzmbbHXH8DvMM4FMlhUPWApP_aGskkO1kCkdTZpRBIH9GpKQU_A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qfW5eNFmqARra75d1CoBAb7fNLwxB32yscNps9iMSvb9YEcFo4u2CFi3QxmO5zgyODGUjsrnTOkgLYOyv_HQmOD_GHwuaMGyadAn_bAulWs0nhRnarz1xsS7K4nk00G_DBbVXO6BfTH-3JIr3WtFAvujjzK8drPl6pYAS7oxTkiSyrCS8s_-DzXfc10efEh1wMt8wKC-i3Aynngjy551xWmeougUrZ4PE-qKkaDzo5o=&c=ztYNiH6E3AI8hh7iHU5zucWB6Da61ZTQxLxqW0t32UF4lWUXucdhbg==&ch=uzqpzmbbHXH8DvMM4FMlhUPWApP_aGskkO1kCkdTZpRBIH9GpKQU_A==
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The Presbyterian Women’s November mission supports the Coffee Bunker, a 
ministry providing transitional services to veterans. Gifts may be placed in the 
acrylic cube at the Reception Desk or mailed to Kathy Wilson at the church.  
 
First Church is seeking an administrative assistant who supports the Mission, 
TIF, and New Member Outreach departments. Candidate must have excellent 
skills in Word, Excel, and Outlook. The role requires exceptional organizational 
skills, event coordination, and effective written and verbal communication 
abilities. Please send your resume to Tonye Briscoe at 
tbriscoe@firstchurchtulsa.org.  
 

mailto:tbriscoe@firstchurchtulsa.org
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                 Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
On Site:  

Bible Walk                                  Bible Study                                                      Stephenson Hall 
Cornerstone                         Wesley Bible Curriculum                                                   E102 
Covenanters                         Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton                  E205 
Faith and Family                          Old Testament Survey                                                             E104 
Forum                         Who Needs Christmas?                                                      E200 
Pastor’s Study                         Mere Christianity                                             Stephenson Hall 
Reflections                                 World Religions                                                                    E103   
Sojourners (All Ages)                  Spiritual Formation through the writings of Teresa Avila      E204                    

   Upper Room                                 Bible Study                                                                            E313                                                  
   Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)    Old Testament Survey                                                         E104 

 

On Site and Zoom: 
Shepherds                                   Creeds and Confessions                                                     E203 
The Vine (Singles/couples)        The Good and Beautiful God                                                 E100 
                                 

 
EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Today 11/14/21  
8:00 a.m.     Worship, Kerr Chapel 
8:30 a.m.     Worship, Stephenson Hall 
9:30 a.m.     Gatherings and Classes 
11:00 a.m.   Worship, Sanctuary, Stephenson Hall and Great Hall  

Monday 11/15/21 
Guy’s Monday Bible Study        11:45 a.m., Room E103 
Monday School                       12:00 p.m., KRC 
Little Lambs 10:00 a.m., Outside Playground 

Tuesday 11/16/21 
         Precept Bible Study                     9:30 a.m., Room E100 
Wednesday 11/17/21 

Pastor’s Study      11:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall  
Youth Praise Band  5:00 p.m., Powerhouse  
WNDT Dinner  5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall  
Gloria Choir  5:30 p.m., Choir Room 
Awana    6:00 p.m.  
POW and Amass Exodus  6:00 p.m., Powerhouse  
Adult Classes 6:15 p.m., Various Locations 
Choir Rehearsal  6:30 p.m.,  Choir Room 

Saturday 11/20/21 
Before the Rooster Crows 8:45 a.m., E103 
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November 14, 2021 
Sanctuary 

 
Please help us with contact tracing and attendance by filling out the 

information below and leave this page on the pew as you leave.  

 
Name __________________________________________ 

 
Email ___________________________________________ 

 
Phone __________________________________________ 

 
Member ________________ or Guest ________________ 

Seating Location:  (Please circle where you are sitting.) 
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right 
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right 

Left Balcony - Center Balcony - Right Balcony 
or 

going to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister; 
or 

using the QR code below. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 


