Embracing the Mystery:
And Your Role in
God’s Drama

____________________________________

Called to make fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ:
Inwardly Strong
and
Outwardly Focused.
____________________________________

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Sanctuary, 11:00 a.m.

The Words of Preparation
Who has not read and re-read the closing verses of the third
chapter of Ephesians with the feeling of one permitted to look
through the parted curtains in the Holiest Place of the Christian
life?
H.C. Moule

The Welcome
The Call to Worship
Let every nation, tongue and tribe lift up your hearts and exalt the
living God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit!
Indeed –for He’s the Giver of every good gift, Author of every
blessing, Pioneer of our Faith! He’s our Savior, Redeemer and
King!
We do well to stand in honor –and sing our praise! Alleluia! Amen!
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all
creatures here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
God draws near in Jesus the Messiah –humble Lord, faithful Friend!
And so we sing of the Master’s redemptive work –ascribing
salvation to Jesus our King!

The Hymn 477 Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim
The Prayer of Adoration
The Old Testament Reading

HANOVER

Ben Peterson

Jeremiah 2:5-8
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Please Stand

The Prayer of Confession

Julia Metcalf

Lord Jesus Christ, like ancient Israel, we, too, are guilty of
forgetting You. Each of us can tell our own story: we’ve chased
worthless things, forgotten your blessings, lived as if we don’t even
need You. But, in your mercy, you still draw near to us. You, who
brought Israel up from slavery in Egypt, Who sustained them amid
their wilderness wanderings, Who brought them into a good and
fruitful land –You come near out of your love, ready with a
blessing for whomever will receive it.
Gracious Lord, forgive us and, by Your Spirit, draw us back; plant
within us a deep desire to open our hearts. Remind us of Your
promise –that if we search for You, we will find You, and You will
meet us in our desperate need. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayers…(in silence)

The Invitation

If You Search With All Your Heart

Craig Courtney

Brenda Seidel, soloist

When you seek Me, you shall find Me if you search with all your
heart. For I know the plans I have for you: plans of welfare, not of
evil. For I know the plans I have for you: plans of hope and a
future. I will bring you out of bondage to the land I have prepared.
I will bring you out of bondage, I will bring you home to Me.
Jeremiah 29:11-14

The Good News

Rev. Wally Johnson

Friends, embrace this good news with all of your heart: in Jesus
Christ there is forgiveness –for all who call upon Him!
Alleluia! Amen!

The Response

Victory in Jesus

HARTFORD

I heard an old, old story, how a Savior came from glory, how He
gave His life on Calvary to save a wretch like me; I heard about His
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groaning, of the precious blood’s atoning –then I repented of my
sins and found the victory.
O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever! He sought me and he bought
me with His redeeming blood; He loved me ere I knew Him, and all
my love is due Him; He plunged me to victory beneath the
cleansing flood.
I heard about His healing, of His cleansing power revealing, how
He made the lame to walk again and caused the blind to see. And
then I cried, “Dear Jesus, come and heal my broken spirit” –and
somehow Jesus came and brought to me the victory. (Refrain)

The Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Ghost; the holy Catholic Church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. Amen.

The Blessing of the Young Disciples
What Do You Do With a Broken Cup?
Jesus said to the man on the stretcher, "Cheer up, my friend." Mt. 9:2

The Response: (sung twice)
Something beautiful, something good, all my confusion He
understood. All I had to offer Him was brokenness and strife, and
He made something beautiful of my life.
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The Epistle Reading Ephesians 3: 14-21
The Prayer for Illumination
O Lord, by your Spirit, have your own way with us. Speak to us
through your Word. Tell us what we need to hear, show us what
we ought to do –strengthen our faithfulness to Jesus, our Savior.
Give us ears to hear and a heart to respond, for Christ’s sake.
Amen.

The Sermon The Astonishing Miracle of the Church’s Power?
Now to Him who by the power at work within us…

The Anthem

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring

Dr. Miller
Ephesians 3:20
J. S. Bach

Jesu, joy of man’s desiring, holy Wisdom, Love most bright, drawn
by Thee, our souls aspiring soar to uncreated light. Word of God,
our flesh that fashioned with the fire of life impassioned. Striving
still to Truth unknown, soaring, dying, round Thy throne.

The Joys and Concerns of the Church
The Reflection and Prayer of Commitment
(John Wesley, 1554, adapted)

As God has stepped toward us in love, and redeemed us at the
cross, He invites us to respond, to step toward Him and pledge
ourselves, bodies and souls, into His service –that we might live
not for ourselves but for the purposes of Christ, who loves us and
gave his life for us.
There are times in our lives when it’s important to remember and
reaffirm our promises and vows.
Many generations have done this before us. So too, today. We
stand, eager to go public with our desire to affirm and reaffirm our
covenant with the living God.
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Let us pray together:
Lord Jesus Christ, I am not my own. I have been bought with a
price and I am yours. I offer myself, today, unreservedly, into
your service. In your mercy, and by the power of your Spirit:
Make me into what You will.
Put me with those You will.
Put me to use for You.
Put me to suffering for You.
Let me be employed for You –or laid aside for You.
Let me be lifted high for You –or brought low for You.
Let me be full –or let me be empty.
Let me have all things –or let me have nothing.
Give me a willing heart to submit eagerly to your Lordship –bold
to bear witness, keen to give of my time, treasure and talents
into your service.
Lord, I commit myself to you –for the good of the world you so
love.
I freely and heartily yield all things to your pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious Lord, You are mine, and I am Yours. Let it be
so. And let the covenant we have made here, today, be ratified in
heaven, for Jesus’ sake. Alleluia! Amen!

The Hymn 443 O Christ, the Great Foundation

AURELIA

The Charge and Benediction
Now to Him who by the power within us is able to accomplish
abundantly, far more, than all we can ask or think –to Him be glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and
ever. Amen.
Eph. 3:20-21

The Postlude Improvisation on “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”
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Worship Notes
Welcome to worship! We gather by Christ’s invitation to feed on His Word, open
our hearts to His presence, and pray for the Holy Spirit’s empowering! A special
and heartfelt welcome to those here for the first time. We pray you might sense
the presence of Christ and the warm welcome of this congregation!
Blessed to worship! The Session has re-established our regular Sunday worship
times. You’re welcome next Sunday in one of these locations:
8:00 Kerr Chapel
(weekly communion)
8:30 Stephenson Hall (weekly communion, praise band)
11:00 Sanctuary
(Traditional, with choir)
Stephenson Hall (Contemporary, with praise band)
Great Hall (Bernsen, fourth floor) Tulsa International Fellowship
Services are broadcast on livestream.com, the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox
channel 3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m.
The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and in
loving memory of Dr. Robert Perryman, given by his family.
Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church! Weekly tithes
and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at firstchurchtulsa.org or text
405-276-4141. You will also find offering plates located at the back of each
worship space.
For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are
available from the ushers.
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029
or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.
In this continuing season of the COVID virus, we yearn to do whatever we can to
diminish the risk for those who gather here. The Session has recommended the
wearing of masks during the worship services. Thanks to each for your efforts in
this regard.
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Parish Register
Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Pat Brown, Eleanor Carmack, Dwight
Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Terry Diacon, Donna Droege, Wandie and Mary
Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Luke Fravel, Glenda Goodwin, Gaye Graeler, Cynthia HillMeriwether, Mike Hopkins, Meg Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Caroline Fravel Jones, Joyce
Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Bob
Matthews, Jan Miller, Rosemary Priest, David Osterholt, David Raybourn, Carly
Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler,
Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Quendy Veatch, Dayne Weierbach, Bill Weinrich,
and Jack Williams.
The Joy of New Life! We welcome: Liam Howard Miller, son of Brett and Abigail
Miller, born on October 11.
With Gratitude for the Resurrection: Maggie B. Jones, a member since 2017, died
on October 12.

Sermon Notes
Ephesians 3:14-21
If you want to go to school when it comes to prayer, be attentive to Paul’s prayers.
He includes several in his letters –and each one offers rich and instructive
insights for us when it comes to focused and intentional conversation with the
Lord.
Here in chapter 3:14-19, Paul offers his second prayer –an intercessory prayer for
the Ephesians –and for us. [Paul’s first prayer: Eph. 1:17-19]
Note that he describes himself as kneeling in prayer. The Jewish custom was to
pray standing up. Kneeling, for the ancient Jew, indicated “an exceptional degree
of earnestness”.
John Stott sees a Trinitarian “staircase” prayer of four steps: Paul asks that we
might be:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Strengthened within through the Holy Spirit
The dwelling place of Christ Himself, rooted and grounded in love
Increasingly mindful of, and embraced by, the love of Christ
Filled with the very fullness of God.
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Verse 18 reminds us that our life in Christ is never intended to be isolated or
distanced from the Christian community –the Church. God has placed us in the
community of fellow believers and their presence is vital –As Paul puts it: “that you
may have the power to comprehend with all the saints.…” (3:18)
The conclusion of Paul’s prayer is a stunning, thunderous waterfall of sheer grace
and mercy: God is at work –doing what He alone can do –and His work goes far
beyond the very best that we could ever ask for or imagine! To Him be the glory,
says Paul!
Consider your prayers this past week. Try to remember –and be specific. What did
you include in your conversation before the Lord? Praise and thanksgiving?
Lament and sadness? Concern and special requests?
How often did you pray? Is there a routine to your times of prayer, or is it more of
a random offering? How would you describe “the intensity” with which you prayed
this week?
As the disciples asked Jesus long ago: “Lord, teach us to pray.” To be a Christfollower is to be in the School of Christ. Paul sits in the front row of Christ’s
classroom and serves as His teaching assistant. Indeed.
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First Church Updates
Welcome to worship on this Commitment Sunday. We’re invited to be intentional
in our discipleship –and encouraged to offer our [re-]commitment to Christ and His
Church. As He has given, so also we’re encouraged to give: --of our time, abilities,
and treasure. FPC members are invited to fill out their 2022 commitment cards –
and submit them to the church (online or in offering plates at the doors).
Pastor’s reminder: I’m confident that none of us, standing in the presence of Jesus
at the end of time, will ever think: I shouldn’t have given as generously as I did to
the work of Christ through the His Church. Thank you for your faithfulness and
commitment. As we look ahead, let’s give of our best to the Master!
Stewardship campaign now through December 2021: By now you’ve received
your stewardship package in the mail. Your gifts, your energy and your devotion
are expressions of the presence of Christ in the world He loves. The Session of First
Church is at work on the 2022 budget. Your commitment cards will greatly assist
them in their work.
In the Footsteps of the Master! Our pilgrimage to Israel, postponed because of
COVID, has been rescheduled for May 25 to June 9. An informational meeting is
set for Sunday, November 7, at 12:15 p.m. in room E-104. Please let Dionna know
your interest and if you’ll be there on the 7th.
Music lovers! Invite your friends! Ron Pearson’s 48th Annual Organ Concert is
today at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. The program includes twenty-six University of
Tulsa Chamber Orchestra members.
For Veterans Day, the Guild of Intercessors is updating its Armed Forces Prayer
List. If you have loved ones who are on active duty, please contact Paula Peterson
(918-296-5548/mandppeterson@msn.com), Sandy Curtis (918-742-6249/
sd.curtis@cox.net), or Monte Prater (918-605-9719/monteprater@aol.com) by
October 22.
Kings in Judaea: Casting Call – At the beginning of Advent, First Church will be
staging a performance of Kings in Judaea by Dorothy Sayers. Auditions are set for
Saturday, October 23, from 1:00 -4: 00 p.m. and 6:00 -8:00 p.m. Please note that
all cast members should be available for several rehearsals over Zoom the weeks
of October 24 and 31, with full availability for evening rehearsals the week of
November 14. Use the QR code below for more information, to see the casting
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parts available or to sign up for a 10-minute slot. Kings in Judaea will be directed
by Bruce Long, an award-winning director, Broadway producer, and Executive
Director of CITA (Christians in Theatre Arts).

Fall Festival –Sunday, October 24th, 3:00-6:00 p.m. at Camp Loughridge, 4900 W.
Oak Leaf Dr. Tulsa, OK. Fun for all ages with BBQ dinner, bounce houses, hay rides,
live music, and MORE, including Trunk or Treat! Dinner: $3 for children, $6 for
adults, free for children 3 and under. We’d love “many hands to make light
work!” If you can help, please sign up at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EAFAA2BABFFC70-fall.
Christmas Eve Live Nativity Registration: Join us as we journey to Bethlehem!
Register online now through Nov. 1st at www.firstchurchtulsa.org/natreg21.
The Live Nativity is open to ALL children in grades K-8 – there’s a role for
EVERYONE! Rehearsals are 12:15-1:00 PM, every Sunday in November and
December. If your student would like to try out for a speaking part or singing solo,
auditions for those will be on Sun., Oct. 31, in the Sanctuary after the 11:00
service.

Saturday, November 6, 10 a.m. to after lunch; Bernsen Center
Join us for this special one-day marriage enrichment retreat featuring member
Tom Philp who is a marriage counselor, a message from a minister and lunch.
Registration is $8 per adult including lunch. $3 for children. Register online by
Wednesday, November 3 or call the James Estes at the Church with questions.
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Young Adults (20s and 30s): Whether you are single, married, or anywhere in
between; new to faith or looking for deeper theological engagement, we are
committed to helping young adults discover their place in Christ and the local
church. There are lots of ways to get involved through Sunday School, small
groups, community nights, and service. If you are interested in learning more,
contact Dan Hutchinson at dhutchinson@firstchurchtulsa.org or Elizabeth DeVore
at eldevore7@gmail.com.
Interested in joining First Presbyterian Church? The Inquirers Class is an
opportunity to learn more about the church and what we believe while meeting
others on the same journey. Please join us with your questions on Sundays,
October 24, 31, November 7 and 14 from 9:15 to 10:40 a.m. in Miller Library. For
more information, please contact Patricia Hall at phall@firstchurchtulsa.org or
918 301-1028, register online at firstchurchtulsa.org/inquirers21 use this QR code
below.

Our new Afghan refugee neighbors are arriving. The first step in welcoming these
in Jesus name is furnishing their homes. The session has approved $65,000 to help
with these needs. The Mission Committee invites every family in First Church to
join us by donating an item that fits your budget. To see a list of the needed items,
please visit www.cceok.org/refugees and click ‘donate’. Check the table in the
Atrium and write a note of welcome.
All Saint’s Day Remembrance Service: Monday, November 1, 11:00 a.m. in the
Chapel. This service of music and communion remembers with gratitude those
who have died in the past year. A luncheon and a time of fellowship follows in the
Miller Library. Please RSVP to Kathy Wilson by Sunday, October 24.
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Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
On Site:
Bible Walk
Cornerstone
Covenanters
Faith and Family
Forum
Pastor’s Study
Reflections
Sojourners (All Ages)
Upper Room
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)
On Site and Zoom:
The Vine (Singles/couples)
Shepherds

Soul Keeping
E101
Bible Study
E102
Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton
E205
Old Testament Survey
E104
Eschatology
E200
Mere Christianity
Stephenson Hall
Ephesians
E103
The Knowledge of Good and Evil
E204
Bible Study
E313
Old Testament Survey
E104
The Good and Beautiful God
Creeds and Confessions
EVENTS THIS WEEK

Today 10/10/21
8:00 a.m. Worship, Kerr Chapel
8:30 a.m. Worship, Stephenson Hall
9:30 a.m. Gatherings and Classes
11:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary, Stephenson Hall and Great Hall
Monday 10/11/21
Guy’s Monday Bible Study
11:45 a.m., Room E103
Monday School
12:00 p.m., KRC
Little Lambs
10:00 a.m., Outside Playground
Tuesday 10/12/21
Precept Bible Study
9:30 a.m., Room E100
Wednesday 10/13/21
Pastor’s Study
11:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall
Youth Praise Band
5:00 p.m., Powerhouse
WNDT Dinner
5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Gloria Choir
5:30 p.m.
Awana
6:00 p.m.
POW and Amass Exodus
6:00 p.m., Powerhouse
Adult Classes-Beauty is Oxygen
6:15 p.m. Stephenson Hall
Seekers
6:15 p.m. E104
Choir Rehearsal
6:30 p.m. Choir Room
Saturday 10/16/21
Before the Rooster Crows
8:45 a.m., E103
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E100
E203

October 17, 2021
Sanctuary
Please help us with contact tracing and attendance by filling out the
information below and leave this page on the pew as you leave.
Name __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________
Member ________________ or Guest ________________
Seating Location: (Please circle where you are sitting.)
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right
Left Balcony - Center Balcony - Right Balcony
or
going to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister;
or
using the QR code below.

13

