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The Words of Preparation
Sins are forgiven in two ways: First, sin is driven out of the heart
and grace is poured in; only God does this. Second, the
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed; one man does this to another.
Christ, however, does both: He puts the Spirit into the heart and
outwardly proclaims it with words. This is a proclamation and
public preaching of the inward forgiveness.
Martin Luther, 1524

The Introit

His Mercy is More
Worship Team

What love could remember no wrongs we have done?
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum. Thrown into a
sea without bottom or shore, our sins they are many, His mercy
is more.
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more. Stronger than darkness, new
every morn; our sins they are many, His mercy is more.
What patience would wait as we constantly roam? What Father
so tender is calling us home? He welcomes the weakest, the
vilest, the poor. Our sins they are many His mercy is more.
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more. Stronger than darkness, new
every morn; our sins they are many, His mercy is more.
What riches of kindness He lavished on us. His blood was the
payment, His life was the cost. We stood 'neath a debt we could
never afford; our sins they are many, His mercy is more.
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more. Stronger than darkness, new
every morn; our sins they are many, His mercy is more.
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The Welcome and the Call to Worship
Steve Wilson, Director of High School Ministries

Hear the word of the Lord: “Behold, I’m laying in Zion a
foundation stone, a tested and precious cornerstone, a sure
foundation:
Those who trust in Him will not be disappointed”.
(Isaiah 28:16, I Peter 2:6)
Indeed, the stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
(Psalm 118:22)
No one can lay any foundation other than that which has been
laid:
That foundation is Jesus Christ.
(I Cor. 3:11)
We must grow up in every way into Him,
For Christ is made the sure foundation! Alleluia! Amen!

The Hymn

Christ is Made the Sure Foundation REGENT SQUARE
Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the head and
cornerstone, chosen of the Lord and precious, binding all the
Church in one; holy Zion's help forever, and her confidence
alone.
Meet us here amid our worship, come, Lord Jesus Christ, we
pray! May our minds and hearts be open to the blessings you
convey! Holy Spirit, shape and mold us: You’re the Potter, we’re
the clay!
Lifting now our hearts together, raising every voice in song, we
adore You, Christ our Savior: through your mercies we belong!
Glad thanksgivings, joys unbounded! By your grace are we made
strong!
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The Prayer of Adoration
The Old Testament Reading

Psalm 32

The Prayer of Confession

Rev. Wally Johnson

Lord of tender mercy, we confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed --by what we have done and
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as we love
ourselves. We can be tight-fisted with grace --eager to receive,
not so willing to give. We can find ourselves irritated by those
who get in the way of our expectations. In so many ways, our
flaws are manifold, our need is greater than we know. Lord,
forgive us and, in your mercy, hear our prayers…(in silence)
Almighty God, we confess our sin; what we have done,
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves.
Have mercy. Have mercy on us. Have mercy. Have mercy on
us.
Most gracious God, we have lost our way. Like wandering
sheep, we have gone astray. We're truly sorry and we turn
back. Now, for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ…

Have mercy. Have mercy on us. Have mercy. Have mercy on
us.
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The Invitation to Welcome Christ’s Grace
Friends, believe this good news with all of your hearts: in Jesus
Christ there is forgiveness –for all who call upon Him!
Alleluia! Amen!

The Response

In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my
song. This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the
fiercest drought and storm. What heights of love, what depths
of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease; my
comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand.
No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me.
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His
hand; till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of
Christ I'll stand.

The Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN.
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The Blessing of the Young Disciples

What Will You Store in Your Mind?

Molly and Rob Dollahon, Jonathan Scheiper

The Hymn

I Hide your Word Within My Heart

ST. PETER

I hide your word within my heart, to guide my steps each day;
Your Word, O Lord, keeps me from sin –and errors on the Way.
Your Word’s a lamp unto my feet, a light that shines your grace;
Lord, set that Word within my heart, that I your Will might trace.
Come, take the Word that I have learned, and use it, Lord, for
Thee; bring it to mind at just the time --I need your light to see.

The Gospel Reading Matthew 9:1-8
The Sermon Jesus is Lord? How Extensive is His Authority?

Dr. Miller

“…Some people were carrying a paralyzed man…” Matthew 9:2

The Anthem

Arise, My Soul, Arise

Dan Forrest

Gloria Women’s Ensemble
Arise, my soul, arise, shake off thy guilty fears; the bleeding sacrifice in my
behalf appears; before the Throne, my Surety stands. My name is written
on His hands. Five bleeding wounds He bears, received on Calvary, they
pour effectual prayers, they strongly plead for me: “Forgive him, O
forgive,” they cry, “nor let that ransomed sinner die.” My God is
reconciled, His pardoning voice I hear; He owns me for His child, I can no
longer fear; with confidence I now draw nigh, and “Father, Abba, Father,”
cry. Arise, my soul, arise.

The Joys and Concerns of the Church
The Prayers of the People
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.

The Charge and Benediction
The Postlude

Improvisation on the tune REGENT SQUARE
Please Stand

Worship Notes
We’re glad to welcome you to the First Church community! We gather to exalt
the Lord and serve in His name. Currently, our Sunday worship schedule
includes four worship services:
8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
Also broadcast on Livestream.com, our Facebook page,
and at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Cox Channel 3.
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship - Great Hall
(See above for Livestream and Facebook links.)
5:00 p.m. – Vespers (Regular Sunday Evening Worship): Courtyard

6

The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and
in memory of David and Sally Cordell, given by Carol Cordell Mullins and David
R. Cordell.
Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church!
Weekly tithes and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at
firstchurchtulsa.org or text 405-276-4141.
For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are
available from the ushers.
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at
918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.
We continue to pray for families affected by COVID. And we’re hopeful that
this year this cloud of sadness and disruption is lifting. Until then, we’re all
asked to follow the Session’s guidelines regarding protocols on campus:
“masking up” and distanced by six feet from non-family members. Thanks to
each for your efforts in this regard.

PARISH REGISTER
Prayers for Healing: Challa Ashlock, Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Roy Cail, Joan
Hastings Camp, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, Wandie and
Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Caroline Fravel Jones, Luke Fravel, Donna Gilliam,
Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Meg Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Maggie Jones, Joyce Kunkel,
Annelle Lanford, Amy Lesh, Bob Matthews, Jo Matthews, Jan Miller, Rosemary
Priest, Janie Quint, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert
Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Bill Weinrich, and Jack Williams.

First Church Updates
The H2O Project – Since 2009, during the last two weeks of Lent, we have
sought to serve the Master by providing clean water for those who live in places
where it simply doesn’t exist. Partnering with Marion Medical Mission, your
gifts will enable wells to be dug in Malawi, Tanzania and Zambia. The cost to dig
a well for 150-200 people is $450. Our goal is $2,700 for six wells –which will
bring our total over the years to 200.
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The Annual Congregational Meeting today in the Stephenson Hall at 9:30 a.m.
will include a review the year of 2020 and a celebration of the Lord’s sustaining
grace amid the challenges.
This Wednesday night we continue the all-church Lenten Conversations. Come
at 6:15 p.m. in the Stephenson Hall, or join us for dinner at 5:15 p.m. This week,
Rev. James Estes leads the conversation with the pastoral staff. K-Groups are
encourage to attend!
Holy Week: March 28 – April 3
Palm Sunday: Celebrating Jesus’ triumphal entry, 8.30 and 11.00
Maundy Thursday, Service of Shadows, 7:30 p.m.
Ending in total darkness, this service includes a series of firstperson reflections from biblical characters --who were there on
that dark night of betrayal and abandonment. Invite your
friends!
Good Friday, Sanctuary, noon
The Seven Words of Jesus from the cross
Easter Sunday,
6:30 a.m., Sunrise at Camp Loughridge,
8.30 and 11.00 a.m., Sanctuary, virtually identical services
11.00 a.m., Great Hall, Tulsa International Fellowship
No afternoon Vespers
First Church’s Holy Week Prayer Vigil (April 1-4): Sign up to pray:
thirty-minute segments from 9:00 p.m. Thursday to Easter
Sunday. For information, registering, and viewing the Prayer
Packet, go to: firstchurchtulsa.org/prayervigil2021. Call Mark or
Paula Peterson for assistance, 918-296-5548.
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Spring Festival – This Saturday! March 27, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. at Camp
Loughridge; Great fun together – including a brief Easter devotional, special egg
hunt, pony rides, petting zoo and tasty treats. Be sure to bring baskets for your
children!
The Children’s Ministry is doing everything possible to welcome Jesus’ lambs
on Sunday mornings! As COVID lifts and vaccines arrive, more and more folks
are returning to Sunday worship and Sunday School. We love this problem! But
it does present a few challenges. Our greatest need at the moment are folks
willing to serve from 9.30 to 10.45. We guarantee joy in this service! There are
many rotational models into which you could fit. Please call Courtaney Miller,
918-301-1009
Next Sunday at 9:30, Dr. Miller leads a Pastor’s Study in Stephenson Hall on
C.S. Lewis’ great essay: “The Poison of Subjectivism”. Join us!
FPC University Ministries: Check out our Gather, Grow, and Serve gatherings
this week. (Follow us at @ukirktulsa for updates)
Are you interesting in learning more about First Church? The Inquirers Class is
an opportunity ask your questions, meet the Pastors and others on this journey.
Please join us on Sundays, April 18, 25, May 2 and 9 from 9:15-10:40 a.m. in
room E104. We will also have lunch with Dr. Miller on Sunday, April 18 at 12:30
p.m. For more information or to register go online or contact Patricia Hall at 918
301-1028 or phall@firstchurchtulsa.org.
Want to wrap the arms of Jesus around children this summer? Camp
Loughridge is now hiring counselors, aged 17 and up. You can find the
application online at camploughridge.campbrainstaff.com.
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Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
On Site:
Faith and Family
E204
Pastor’s Study
Stephenson Hall
Sojourners (All Ages)
Psalms, led by Cynthia and Jeff Stewart
E204
On Site and Zoom:
The Vine (Singles/couples)
Acts
E100
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s) I Corinthians, Rev. Dan Hutchinson
E201
Via Zoom: (If you would like to join a Zoom class, please contact Hannah
Elliott at 918-301-1019 or helliott@firstchurchtulsa.org.)
Covenanters The Pursuit of God, led Tom Philp
Reflections Gospel accounts of the Resurrection, led by Dr. Mark Hall
(Meets Sunday’s at 5:00 p.m.)
EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today 3/21/21
8:30 a.m.
Worship, Stephenson
9:30 a.m. Congregational Meeting, Stephenson
11:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary and Great Hall
5:00 p.m.
Vespers, Courtyard
Monday 3/22/21
Little Lambs
10:00 a.m., Bernsen Gym
Monday School
11:30 a.m., KRC
Guy’s Monday Bible Study
11:45 a.m., Room E103
Tuesday 3/23/21
Precept Bible Study
9:30 a.m., Room E100
Wednesday 3/24/21
Pastor’s Study
will reconvene, Wed., April 14
WNDT Dinner
5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Gloria Choir
5:45 p.m.
Awana, POW, Life Groups
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation
Lenten Conversations
6:30 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Choir Ensemble Rehearsal
6:45 p.m., Choir Room
Thursday 3/25/21
Hearts for the Lord
10:00 a.m., Zoom
Saturday 3/27/21
Before the Rooster Crows
8:45 a.m., Room E103
Spring Festival
10:00 a.m., Camp Loughridge
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Name __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________
Member ________________ or Guest ________________
Seating Location: (Please circle where you are sitting.)
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right
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