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Transfiguration of the Lord 
11:00 a.m., Sanctuary  

 

The Words of Preparation 
All that you fashion - all that you make 
All that you build - all that you break 
All that you measure - all that you feel 
All this you can leave behind.                Bono, “Walk On” 
 

An idolatrous attachment can lead you to break any promise, 
rationalize any indiscretion, or betray any other allegiance, in 
order to hold onto it. It may drive you to violate all good and 
proper boundaries. To practice idolatry is to be a slave. 
                                                                        Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods 

 

The Prelude  O Worship the King/Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring  

                           Morning Has Broken/O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing  
                           Forest Green/Jesus Shall Reign  

Doris Herald and Nancy Strimel, pianist 
 

The Welcome                                                                 Dr. Vander Lugt                                       
 

The Introit                            Psalm 67         Julie Knowles 

Gloria Women's Choir, Gretchen Bashforth, Director 
 

God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause His face to 
shine upon us; that Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy 
saving health among all nations. O let the people praise Thee,  
O God; let all the people praise Thee. O let the nations be glad 
and sing for Thou shalt judge the people righteously. Thou shalt 
judge the people righteously (Sing for joy!), and govern all the 
nations on earth. O let the people praise Thee, O God; let all the 
people praise Thee. Then shall the earth yield her increase; and 
God, even our own God, shall bless us. God shall bless us. And all 
the ends of the earth shall fear Him. 
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The Call to Worship                                Rev. Dan Hutchinson                              
 

O God beyond all praising, we worship you today, 
And sing the love amazing, that words cannot repay 
For we can only wonder at every gift you send 
At blessings without number and mercies without end. 
We lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 
We honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 

 

 The Hymn                  O God Beyond All Praising                 THAXTED 
Acolytes: Lucy and Zoe Gingerich, and Lucy Donohue 
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 The Prayer of Adoration                                Dr. James Kigamwa 

 

The New Testament Reading       Luke 14:25-33 
 

The Prayer of Confession                        
 

Gracious God, you have called us to worship you and to follow 
you, and we long to do so with undivided minds and hearts. Yet 
we confess that our hearts are idol factories. We are often 
double minded. There is much that we struggle to leave behind 
in order to follow you. Forgive us for our divided allegiances and 
for the way we downplay the cost of discipleship. Be merciful to 
us as we try to take up our cross and then stumble. You are the 
Faithful One, the one who endured to the end, and it is through 
you, Lord Jesus, that we offer these prayers…(in silence) 

     

The Invitation to Embrace Forgiveness  
 

Friends, embrace this good news with all of your hearts: in Jesus 
Christ there is forgiveness –for all who call upon Him!  
Alleluia! Amen! 
 

 The Response          O God Beyond All Praising                 THAXTED 
 

O God beyond all praising, we worship you today and sing the 
love amazing that songs cannot repay; for we can only wonder 
at ev'ry gift you send, at blessings without number and mercies 
without end: we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your 
word, we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 
 

 The Affirmation of Faith    The Apostles’ Creed                
  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he 
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descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Blessing of the Young Disciples    What Would You Take? 

Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. Luke 14:27    

 

The Hymn        Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said                CANONBURY 
 

Take up your cross, the Savior said, if you would My disciple be; 
take up your cross with willing heart, and humbly follow after 
Me. 
 

Take up your cross, let not its weight fill your weak spirit with 
alarm; Christ's strength shall bear your spirit up and brace your 
heart and nerve your arm. 
 

Take up your cross, heed not the shame, and let your foolish 
heart be still; Thy Lord for you accepted death upon a cross,  
on Calvary's hill. 
 

Take up your cross, then, in Christ's strength, and calmly every 
danger brave: it guides you to abundant life and leads to victory 
o'er the grave. 

 

The Old Testament Reading     Ezra 9:1-15 
 

The Sermon            All That You Can’t Leave Behind        Dr. Vander Lugt 

…Seeing that you, our God, have punished us less than our iniquities 
deserved and have given us such a remnant as this, shall we break your 
commandments again?      Ezra 9:13-14 
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The Anthem     Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect Peace   Samuel S. Wesley 
 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee.  The darkness is no darkness with thee, but the night is as 
clear as the day.  The darkness and the light to thee are both 
alike.  God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  O let my soul 
live, and it shall praise thee, for thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory forevermore. 

 

 

The Joy of New Members                                                 Patricia Hall 
 

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from sin and 
renounce evil and its power in this world? I do.  
 

Who is your Lord and Savior? Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.  
 

Will you be a faithful disciple, obeying Jesus’ word and showing 
His love? I will.  
 

Will you devote yourself to the Church’s teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers, and seek to 
serve the purposes of Christ, the Lord of the Church? With God’s 
help, I will. 

 

        A Pledge from the Congregation:  
We, the members of this church welcome you with gladness! 
We embrace you as our brothers and sisters in Christ, grateful 
for your presence, eager to grow in Christ together. We 
commit ourselves to serving the common good together –in 
Jesus’ name. With you, we dedicate ourselves to bless as we 
have been blessed, to love as we have been loved, exalting 
Jesus in our worship – eager to serve the Lord and the world 
He loves with joy!  We welcome you with open hearts! 

 

The Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

The Prayers of the People  
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 The Lord’s Prayer (sung by congregation) 
 

 The Charge and Benediction 
 

The Postlude       Improvisation on the tune THAXTED 

 

 Please Stand 

 

Worship Notes 
 

The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of 
God and in loving memory of Jackson and Lena Nafe, by Carol, Griffin 
and Stephanie Elrod. 
 

Services are broadcast on the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox 
channel 3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
 

Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of 
address/phone number or other important family news. Contact 
Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.  

 
Sermon Notes 

 

The book of Ezra recounts the return of the Israelites from exile to 
rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. The events of the book span more 
than eighty years, and here is a basic outline of the events and 
timeline: 
 

Chs 1-2 The Israelites return and resettle the land                538 BC 
Ch 3  Temple rebuilding and worship begins        537 BC 
Ch 4  Temple rebuilding faces resistance and ceases    536-520 BC 
Ch 5  Temple rebuilding resumes in faith        520 BC 
Ch 6  Rebuilding gains support and Temple is complete      516 BC 
Chs 7 -8 Ezra returns to guide and educate the people        458 BC 
Ch 9  Ezra mourns intermarriage and idolatry  
Ch 10 The Israelites repent and reinstate true worship 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Ezra’s issue with intermarriage is not that God’s people took spouses 
from different nations, but that intermarriage has led to idolatry and a 
departure from true worship and obedience. Ezra becomes the chief 
repenter and mourns this reality before God, and his example leads 
the Israelites to repent, covenant with God, and recommit to true 
worship. Overall, this is a beautiful, complex story of fulfilled 
promises, frustrating delays, divine providence, human sinfulness, 
heartfelt repentance, and covenantal commitment. It reminds us how 
gracious God is and how much we need Christ. 
 

First Church Updates  
 

Welcome to First Church! We pray that you’ll sense the warmth of 
this congregation and the presence of Jesus, the Author of every 
blessing.   
 

Ash Wednesday Worship Service - Join us this Wednesday, March 2 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary for the Ash Wednesday Worship service.  
During the service you can elect to have ashes placed on your 
forehead.  There will be a dinner at 5:30 p.m. in Stephenson Hall.   
 
All Church Retreat: New Life Ranch (Dry Gulch location),  
March 25-26. We welcome back Dr. Ryan Moore as our Keynote 
Speaker –and the entire Moore family. Questions about the retreat?  
Check out the table in the Atrium today. You can register by going 
online at FirstChurchTulsa.org/All-churchRetreat22 or contacting 
Hannah Dischner at 918-301-1019, helliott@firstchurchtulsa.org.  
 

Pastors’ Class today: 9.30 a.m.  
 

Mere Christianity: led by Rev. James Estes, Stephenson Hall 
Old Testament Survey, led by Rev. Hutchinson, E104.  

 

 
 
 

mailto:918-301-1019,%20helliott@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Monday School meets every Monday at noon in room E104.  Join  
Dr. Wes Vander Lugt in Slow Faith: A Study in the Psalms. As the 
church’s inspired prayer book, the Psalms are the preeminent guide 
for a kind of slow faith, inviting us to participate in a slow story of a 
slow God.  
 

Getty Concert Tickets are on sale now! On Friday, April 8, modern 
hymn writers, Keith & Kristyn Getty, and their band will present a 
concert at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, as part of their Christ Our Hope 
concert tour. Tickets are $35. You can buy tickets in the Atrium this 
Sunday and on the following Sundays: March 6, March 27, and April 
3.  Tickets are also available at the church during business hours, or 
online at www.firstchurchtulsa.org/Getty22.  Invite your family and 
friends!  
 

Interested in “Discussion Theology”? Please join the Downtown 
Theological Roundtable on Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
in room E206 for a discussion of G. K. Chesterton’s book, Orthodoxy.  
Contact Phillip Bowman at 918-630-1786 or 
pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org for more information.  
 

Weekly Lenten Groups: you’re to join a six-week Lenten study, 
“Encountering the Great I Am”, beginning the week of March 6 and 
continuing through Easter. Please contact Phillip Bowman 
at pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org or 918-630-1786 to join a 
group.  You can also sign up 
at https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/Registrations/Info/f3832f2d-
45eb-4038-94c9-ae2f0147f9b2 
 

Presbyterian Women’s February Mission Project is Disaster 
Assistance kits. They are collecting hand towels, wash cloths,  
wide-tooth combs, nail clippers, bars of soap (bath size, and 
individually wrapped), toothbrushes, (single in packaging) and  
adhesive bandages. There will be a container in the atrium on Sundays 
and Wednesdays for these items.  

http://www.firstchurchtulsa.org/Getty22
mailto:pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org
mailto:pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org
https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/Registrations/Info/f3832f2d-45eb-4038-94c9-ae2f0147f9b2
https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/Registrations/Info/f3832f2d-45eb-4038-94c9-ae2f0147f9b2
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Pathways to Hope – Coping with Grief – We grieve for many reasons: 
the loss of a loved one, losing a job or career, the end of a marriage or 
relationship…. Pathways to Hope is a five-week class, led by Rev. 
Wally Johnson, that explores ways to cope with grief, employing the 
Psalms of Lament. Join us in the Miller Library on Wednesdays from 
noon to 1:00 p.m. --starting March 2 and continuing through March 
30. Register for the class by clicking the QR code or call Kathy Wilson 
at 918-301-1029. 

 

 
 

 
Pray-ers Ministry  - Did you know that someone has been praying for 
you throughout the year? The Pray-ers Ministry is a group of 70-plus 
First Church members who engage in daily prayer for our members. 
Every year, each Pray-er is assigned seven individuals and/or families 
to pray for by name daily for the period of one year. If you would like 
to join this quiet ministry, please contact Hannah Elliott at 
helliott@firstchurchtulsa.org or 918-301-1019. 
 
Petra Kids Ministries Banquet – Save the date, Friday, April 29,  
At 6:00 p.m. in Stephenson Hall will be the annual PKM banquet, 
Rooted, Pamoja Tunashinda, “Together We Win”.  
 
The Book – The Bible Through Time and Space exhibition opens 
Sunday, March 6 in the atrium. The Word in Art, the redesigned 
Lenten exhibit, features a mid-1800 edition noted for black and white 
engravings, the John Brown Bible published in 1859 and The Life of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ published in 1899 with engravings by French 
painter, J. James Tissot, for docent tour information, call the church at 
918-584-4701. 
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Parish Register and Prayer Concerns 
 

Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Kari Caldwell, Dwight 
Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, David Dunning, Wandie and 
Mary Fitzpatrick, Debi Foster, Luke Fravel, Al Garbart, Glenda 
Goodwin, Gaye Graeler, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Meg 
Hubler, Caroline Fravel Jones, Jeannie Dickey Kelsay, Ray Kenney, 
Joyce Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Laurence 
Mansur, Ann McKellar, Jan Miller, David Osterholt, Shari Postier, 
Rosemary Priest, David Raybourn, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary 
Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Jane Sneed, 
Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Shannon Thomas, Terry Thomas, Larry 
Tromp, Bill Weinrich, Carolyn Wilcott, and Jack Williams. 
 

Sympathy and Prayers to: Ryan Barry on the death of his mother, 
Carol Barry, on January 31. 
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                 Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
On Site:  

Bible Walk                                  The End of the World as We Know It.                              E101 
Cornerstone                         Forensic Faith                                                                      E102 
Covenanters                         Making Sense of the Bible                                                    E205 
Faith and Family                          Old Testament Survey                                                            E104 
Forum                         The Walk                                                                              E200 
Harbingers                         God is Closer than You Think                                             E202 
Pastor’s Study                         Mere Christianity                                             Stephenson Hall 
Reflections                                 Life without Lack                                                                 E103   
Sojourners (All Ages)                  Jonah                                                                               E204                    

   UKirk Grow                                   F.A.I.T.H. Unfolded                                                                   KRC 
   The Vine (Singles/couples)        Ephesians                                                                                   E100                                          
   Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)     Old Testament Survey                                                        E104 
On Site and/or Zoom: 

Shepherds                                   The History of the Church                                                  E203 
Westminster                          Thoughts Matter                                                            Zoom Only 
                                 

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Today 2/27/22  

8:00 a.m.     Worship, Kerr Chapel 
8:30 a.m.     Worship, Stephenson Hall 
9:30 a.m.     Gatherings and Classes 
11:00 a.m.   Worship, Sanctuary, Stephenson Hall and Great Hall  

Monday 2/28/22 
Monday School                      12:00 p.m., E104 
Guy’s Monday Bible Study   11:45 a.m., E103 
Little Lambs                            10:00 a.m., Bernsen Gym 

Tuesday 3/1/22 
          Precepts     9:30 a.m., E100 
Wednesday 3/2/22  
           Soup Dinner                  5:30 p.m., Stephenson Hall  
           Ash Wednesday Service  6:30 p.m., Sanctuary            
Thursday 3/3/21  
           Hearts for the Lord  Zoom Only 
Saturday 3/5/21  

       Before the Rooster Crows   8:45 a.m., E103 
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February 27, 2022 
Sanctuary 

 
Please register your attendance by filling out the information below and 

leave this page on the pew as you leave.  

 
Name __________________________________________ 

 
Email ___________________________________________ 

 
Phone __________________________________________ 

 
Member ________________ or Guest ________________ 

 
go to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister; 

or 
using the QR code below. 

 
 

 


