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Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
11:00 a.m., Sanctuary  

The Words of Preparation 
The gospel of Christ was let loose upon the world. Every attempt to 
confine it, to compromise it, to reject it was finally ineffective. It spread 
from the center of the world in Rome through the far reaches of the 
globe.  Paul’s door was always open. So is Christ’s.  Eugene Peterson  

 
The Introit                           King of Kings 

Eric Baird, soloist 
 

In the darkness we were waiting, without hope, without light, ‘til from 
Heaven You came running; there was mercy in Your eyes. To fulfil the law 
and prophets, to a virgin came the Word. From a throne of endless glory 
to a cradle in the dirt.  
 

Praise the Father, praise the Son, praise the Spirit, three in one. God of 
Glory, Majesty, praise forever to the King of Kings.  
 

To reveal the kingdom coming and to reconcile the lost. To redeem the 
whole creation, You did not despise the cross. For even in Your suffering, 
You saw to the other side. Knowing this was our salvation, Jesus, for our 
sake You died.  
 

Praise the Father, praise the Son, praise the Spirit, three in one. God of 
Glory, Majesty, praise forever to the King of Kings.  
 

And the morning that You rose all of heaven held its breath, ‘til that stone 
was moved for good, for the Lamb had conquered death. And the dead 
rose from their tombs, and the angels stood in awe, for the souls of all 
who'd come to the Father are restored.  
 

And the Church of Christ was born, then the Spirit lit the flame. Now this 
Gospel truth of old shall not kneel, shall not faint. By His blood and in His 
Name, in His freedom I am free for the love of Jesus Christ, who has 
resurrected me.  
 

Praise the Father, praise the Son, praise the Spirit, three in one. God of 
Glory, Majesty, praise forever to the King of Kings.  
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The Welcome  
 

The Call to Worship       
We gather in this House of Prayer with many concerns and 
burdens. For some of us this has been an overwhelming season 
of sadness and uncertainty.  
 

But we gather here in the confidence that Jesus the Messiah is 
among us. Indeed. It is He who tells His followers:  

 

“In this world you will have tribulation –but be of good cheer:  
I have overcome the world!”          (John 16:33)   
 

As the resurrected Lord of Life, Jesus knows our groaning –and 
comes to heal our broken spirits. The pages of the New 
Testament repeatedly echo this simple affirmation: There’s 
victory in Jesus!  So, come. Let’s stand in honor, lift our voices, 
sing the good news…  
 

And let us worship God!  
 

 The Hymn                          Victory in Jesus      HARTFORD 
 

I heard an old, old story, how a Savior came from glory, how He gave 
His life on Calvary to save a wretch like me; I heard about His 
groaning, of His precious blood's atoning, then I repented of my sins 
and won the victory! 
 

O victory in Jesus, my Savior, forever! He sought me and bought me 
with His redeeming blood; He loved me ere I knew Him and all my love 
is due Him, He plunged me to victory, beneath the cleansing flood. 
 

I heard about His healing, of His cleansing power revealing. How He 
made the lame to walk again and caused the blind to see; And then I 
cried, "Dear Jesus, come and heal my broken spirit," and somehow 
Jesus came and brought to me the victory! 
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O victory in Jesus, my Savior, forever! He sought me and bought me 
with His redeeming blood; He loved me ere I knew Him and all my love 
is due Him, He plunged me to victory, beneath the cleansing flood. 
 

I heard about a mansion He has built for me in glory, and I heard 
about the streets of gold beyond the crystal sea, about the angels 
singing, and the old redemption story, and some sweet day I'll sing up 
there the song of victory! 
 

O victory in Jesus, my Savior, forever! He sought me and bought me 
with His redeeming blood; He loved me ere I knew Him and all my love 
is due Him, He plunged me to victory, beneath the cleansing flood. 
 

 The Prayer of Adoration                       Ellie Swan  
 

The First Reading    Psalm 71:15-23 (The Living Bible)  
 

O Lord, I cannot count the times when you have faithfully 
rescued me from danger. I will tell everyone how good you are, 
and of your constant, daily care.  I walk in the strength of the 
Lord God. I tell everyone that you alone are just and good.  
 

O God, you have helped me from my earliest childhood—and I 
have constantly testified to others of the wonderful things you 
do. And now that I am old and gray, don’t forsake me. Give me 
time to tell this new generation (and their children too) about all 
your mighty miracles.  
 

Your power and goodness, Lord, reach to the highest heavens. 
You have done such wonderful things. Where is there another 
God like you? You have let me sink down deep in desperate 
problems. But you will bring me back to life again, up from the 
depths of the earth.  You will give me greater honor than before 
and turn again and comfort me. 
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I will praise you with music, telling of your faithfulness to all your 
promises, O Holy One of Israel.  I will shout and sing your praises 
for redeeming me. 

 

The Prayer of Confession 
 

Almighty and ever-faithful Lord, as the psalmist reminds us: we 
all have ample reason to speak up and tell the story of your 
grace and goodness. As recipients of your constant, daily care, 
we walk in your strength; your power and goodness reach to 
the highest heavens.  
 

Yet how often do we simply take your grace for granted? How 
often do we take it without a word of thanks or a word of 
witness?  
 

Dear Lord, forgive our muted response to your astonishing 
grace. Open our hearts, unlock our lips, grant us to sing your 
praise with full voice –that others might learn of your goodness 
and grace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers (in silence)…. 

    
Before the throne of God above I have a strong and  
perfect plea; a great High Priest whose name is Love,  
who ever lives and pleads for me. My name is graven on 
His hands; my name is written on His heart; I know that 
while in heaven He stands, no tongue can bid me thence 
depart; no tongue can bid me thence depart. 

 

When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of the guilt 
within, upward I look and see Him there, who made an end 
to all my sin. Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul 
is counted free; for God the Just is satisfied to look on Him 
and pardon me; to look on Him and pardon me! 

 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Praise the One risen Son of God! 
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Behold Him there, the risen Lamb; my perfect spotless 
righteousness; the great unchangeable I Am; the King of 
glory and of grace. One with Himself I cannot die, my soul 
is purchased with His blood. My life is hid with Christ on 
high; with Christ my Savior and my God; with Christ my 
Savior and my God!  

 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Praise the One risen Son of God! 
 

The Invitation to Forgiveness 
Embrace this good news with all of your hearts: in Jesus Christ 
there is forgiveness –for all who call upon Him!  Alleluia! Amen!  
 

 The Response                                         ODE TO JOY  
 

To the sinner Christ grants mercy, to the lost He shows the Way! 
To the sad, He brings His gladness –by His grace He’s here today. 
Praise and glory to the Father, laud and honor to the Son, power 
and blessings to the Spirit: ever-three and ever One!  

 

Draw us close, Lord, by your Spirit, make us faithful, strong and 
pure. Come and work your re-formation, in our sinful hearts, 
your cure. Send us out renewed, awakened, grant that fruitful 
we may be, doing justice, loving kindness, walking in humility.  

 

 The Affirmation of Faith     (The Apostles’ Creed)  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
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church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN. 

 

The Blessing of the Young Disciples    The Power of Togetherness 
 

The Hymn                             In Christ Alone  
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength,  
my song! This Cornerstone, this solid Ground –firm through the 
fiercest drought and storm. What heights of love, what depths 
of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease. My 
Comforter, my All-in-All, here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me! 
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His 
hand –till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of 
Christ I'll stand. 

 
The New Testament Reading    Acts 28: 17-31 
 

Three days later, Paul called the Jewish leaders together for a 
meeting at his house. He said, “The Jews in Jerusalem arrested 
me on trumped-up charges, and I was taken into custody by the 
Romans. I assure you that I did absolutely nothing against Jewish 
laws or Jewish customs. After the Romans investigated the 
charges and found there was nothing to them, they wanted to 
set me free, but the Jews objected so fiercely that I was forced 
to appeal to Caesar. I did this not to accuse them of any 
wrongdoing or to get our people in trouble with Rome. We’ve 
had enough trouble through the years that way. I did it for Israel. 
I asked you to come and listen to me today to make it clear that 
I’m on Israel’s side, not against her. I’m a hostage here for hope, 
not doom.” 
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They said, “Nobody wrote warning us about you. And no one has 
shown up saying anything bad about you. But we would like very 
much to hear more. The only thing we know about this Christian 
sect is that nobody seems to have anything good to say about 
it.” 
 

They agreed on a time. When the day arrived, they came back to 
his home with a number of their friends. Paul talked to them all 
day, from morning to evening, explaining everything involved in 
the kingdom of God, and trying to persuade them all about Jesus 
by pointing out what Moses and the prophets had written about 
him. 
 

Some of them were persuaded by what he said, but others 
refused to believe a word of it. When the unbelievers got 
cantankerous and started bickering with each other, Paul 
interrupted: “I have just one more thing to say to you. The Holy 
Spirit sure knew what he was talking about when he addressed 
our ancestors through Isaiah the prophet: 
Go to this people and tell them this:  

 

“You’re going to listen with your ears, 
    but you won’t hear a word; 
You’re going to stare with your eyes, 
    but you won’t see a thing. 
These people are stubborn! 
They stick their fingers in their ears 
    so they won’t have to listen; 
They screw their eyes shut 
    so they won’t have to look, 
    so they won’t have to deal with me face-to-face 
    and let me heal them.” 

 

 “You’ve had your chance. The non-Jewish outsiders are next on 
the list. And believe me, they’re going to receive it with open 
arms!” 
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 Paul lived for two years in his rented house. He welcomed 
everyone who came to visit. He urgently presented all matters of 
the kingdom of God. He explained everything about Jesus Christ. 
His door was always open. 

 

The Sermon       The Church’s Primary Mission              Dr. Jim Miller     
                         ….trying to convince them about Jesus….     Acts 28:23 
 

The Response                      Fairest Lord Jesus                      Healey Willan 

Gretchen Bashforth and Dan Hutchinson, soloists 
 

Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature, O Thou of God and man the Son; 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and 
crown.  Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, robed in the 
blooming garb of Spring; Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, who makes the 
woeful heart to sing.  Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, and  
all the twinkling starry host; Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than 
all the angels heaven can boast. 

 

The Joys and Concerns of the Church  
 

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

The Hymn              Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun             DUKE STREET 
 

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun does its successive journeys 
run, His Kingdom stretch from shore to shore, till moons shall 
wax and wane no more. 
 

People and realms of every tongue dwell on His love with 
sweetest song, and infant voices shall proclaim their early 
blessings on His name. 
 

Blessings abound where'er He reigns: the prisoners leap to lose 
their chains, the weary find eternal rest, and all who suffer want 
are blest. 
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Let every creature rise and bring the highest honors to our King, 
angels descend with songs again, and earth repeat the loud 
“Amen!”.  

           

 The Charge and Benediction 
 

 The Postlude   Improvisation on the tune DUKE STREET                    
 

 Please Stand 
 

 
Worship Notes  

 

We continue to pray for families affected by COVID. And we’re hopeful that  
later this year this cloud of sadness and disruption will lift. Until then, we’re 
all asked to follow the Session’s guidelines regarding protocols on campus: 
“masking up” and distanced by six feet from non-family members. Thanks to 
each for your efforts in this regard.   

 
We’re glad to welcome you to the First Church community! We gather to exalt   
  the Lord each Sunday morning in three live services, and at 5:00 p.m.: 

 
 8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Stephenson Hall  
 
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary 

Also broadcast on Livestream.com, our Facebook page,  
and at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Cox Channel 3.  

       
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa 
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa 

 

11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship - Great Hall 
             (See above for Livestream and Facebook links.) 

 
   5:00 p.m. – Vespers (Regular Sunday Evening Worship): Courtyard 
                             (Not meeting tonight.) 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TsgKWttUrdFCutwKYJSwdrr2shUXoDMo2i_yTdwGukvxA_H5jctRGoh68RCQyAiKjsT98xw3ZWwxE_2RJ9K9DY-j6fdxoJp4fEddvxsXGXMcPTfU6TLFgMK8W3cruDncDUro5a-hTIdDHWle3v54Bn5fT45emuD23Buwmju1ayY=&c=t6yn0tHcGN1ZmP1p3j9Lh0gjaq9xJLMTGOBJqcW0kBa85-KxhC1ktQ==&ch=uQ1E-4bxUYOsOiVL9NHbe_uZ51xBm94L3kyaIxsEz7jjNQq9yM9_hQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TsgKWttUrdFCutwKYJSwdrr2shUXoDMo2i_yTdwGukvxA_H5jctRGoh68RCQyAiKPbDY7H9hwFuKrUqIOi8jOH4d03WFHVVrZ2P0xSJ2M0g__xVhVU7BwyHgNM_rZXpPph36YCq0GYpmWVm12f2hsLEENXgD5zuILiwFFnmKchU=&c=t6yn0tHcGN1ZmP1p3j9Lh0gjaq9xJLMTGOBJqcW0kBa85-KxhC1ktQ==&ch=uQ1E-4bxUYOsOiVL9NHbe_uZ51xBm94L3kyaIxsEz7jjNQq9yM9_hQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TsgKWttUrdFCutwKYJSwdrr2shUXoDMo2i_yTdwGukvxA_H5jctRGoh68RCQyAiKjsT98xw3ZWwxE_2RJ9K9DY-j6fdxoJp4fEddvxsXGXMcPTfU6TLFgMK8W3cruDncDUro5a-hTIdDHWle3v54Bn5fT45emuD23Buwmju1ayY=&c=t6yn0tHcGN1ZmP1p3j9Lh0gjaq9xJLMTGOBJqcW0kBa85-KxhC1ktQ==&ch=uQ1E-4bxUYOsOiVL9NHbe_uZ51xBm94L3kyaIxsEz7jjNQq9yM9_hQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TsgKWttUrdFCutwKYJSwdrr2shUXoDMo2i_yTdwGukvxA_H5jctRGoh68RCQyAiKPbDY7H9hwFuKrUqIOi8jOH4d03WFHVVrZ2P0xSJ2M0g__xVhVU7BwyHgNM_rZXpPph36YCq0GYpmWVm12f2hsLEENXgD5zuILiwFFnmKchU=&c=t6yn0tHcGN1ZmP1p3j9Lh0gjaq9xJLMTGOBJqcW0kBa85-KxhC1ktQ==&ch=uQ1E-4bxUYOsOiVL9NHbe_uZ51xBm94L3kyaIxsEz7jjNQq9yM9_hQ==
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The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and  
in loving memory of Jackson and Lena Nafe, given by Carol, Griffin, and 
Stephanie Elrod. 

 

Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church!  
Weekly tithes and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at 
firstchurchtulsa.org or text 405-276-4141. 

 

For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are 
available from the ushers.   

 

Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone 
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at  
918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org. 

                                                     
PARISH REGISTER 

Prayers for Healing: Chris Arthur, Challa Ashlock, Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Roy Cail,  
Joan Hastings Camp, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, 
Wandie and Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Caroline Fravel, Luke Fravel,  
Dr. Munson Fuller, Donna Gilliam, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Meg Hubler, 
Harvey Hunt, Maggie Jones, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, Amy Lesh, 
Laurence Mansur, Bob Matthews, Jo Matthews, Jan Miller, Pamela 
Neumann, Penny Steinkuehler-Perkins, David Perkins, Sue Phelps, 
Rosemary Priest, Janie Quint, Stephen Riungu, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, 
Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy 
Ssettimba, Bill Weinrich, and Jack Williams. 

 

With Gratitude for the Resurrection: Orpha Harnish, a member since 1995, died  
on February 7. 

 
Celebration of Christian Marriage: Kathryn Hillis and Dom Cavallo were  

married on Saturday, February 6. 
 

First Church Updates  
 

Please note: It is likely that the FPC facilities will be closed tomorrow and      
    possibly Tuesday because of snow and extreme conditions. Please check the 

    First Church website or Facebook page for updates.  
  

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Ash Wednesday: “From dust you have come and to dust you shall return. Stay  
    close to the Master.”  These words will be echoed again this Wednesday night  
    at our Service of Ashes. A simple soup dinner is scheduled for 5:15 p.m. and  
   the service will be held in the sanctuary at 6:30 p.m.  
 
We continue to pray for families affected by COVID. And we’re hopeful that  

later this year this cloud of sadness and disruption will lift. Until then, we’re 
all asked to follow the Session’s guidelines regarding protocols on campus: 
“masking up” and distanced by six feet from non-family members. Thanks to 
each for your efforts in this regard.   

 
For such a time as this? Rental house or garage apartment is needed by FPC  

staff. If you have such property, or know of someone who does, please call 
Dionna Schooley (918-301-1013).  

 
Faith and Physics! Professor Jerry McCoy continues his seven-week series in  

the Stephenson Hall each Sunday at 9.30 a.m.  This very popular offering will 
be available on video through the FPC website, and will be recast on  

   Wednesdays at 11:30 and 6:15 p.m.  
 
Precepts will begin a new study over the books of Colossians and Philemon  

beginning this Tuesday, February 16 in E100 at 9:30 a.m. Denise Rounds leads 
this study which is focused on equipping us with a true knowledge of Christ so 
that we can increasingly live complete in Him.  

 
FPC University Ministries: Check out our Gather, Grow, and Serve gatherings  
   this week. (Follow us at @ukirktulsa for updates)   
 

UKirk Spring Retreat will be held at Goodland Boys Home from  
   March 12- 14. If you are interested in attending, please contact Julia  
   at jmetcalf@firstchurchtulsa.org. 

 
 

mailto:jmetcalf@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Adult Sunday Morning Classes for NEXT Sunday, meeting at 9:30 
 

On Site:  
 Faith and Family                                                      E204 
 Sojourners (All Ages)                                              E204 
 The Vine (Singles/couples)                                    E100 

 Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)                                E201 
       Faith and Physics                             Stephenson Hall 

           
           Via Zoom: (If you would like to join a Zoom class, please contact Hannah  

 Elliott at 918-301-1019 or helliott@firstchurchtulsa.org.) 
 

 Covenanters    The Pursuit of God, led by Tom Philp 
 Front Porch 
 

EVENTS THIS WEEK  

Today  2/14/21  
 Worship and Events  
  11:00 a.m.  Sanctuary  
     

 Monday   2/15/21 
      Guy’s Monday Bible Study  11:45 a.m., Room E103 
  

 Tuesday  2/16/21 
      Precept Bible Study            9:30 a.m., Room E100 
 

Wednesday 2/17/21 
 Pastor’s Study                            11:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall   
 Soup Dinner                             5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall  
 Gloria Choir                              5:45 p.m.  
 Ash Wednesday Service         6:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
  

Saturday 2/20/21   
 Before the Rooster Crows        8:45 a.m., Room E103 
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Name __________________________________________ 
 

Email ___________________________________________ 
 

Phone __________________________________________ 
 

Member ________________ or Guest ________________ 
 

Seating Location:  (Please circle where you are sitting.) 
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right 
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


