The People
of
God in Worship
____________________________________

Called to make fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ:
Inwardly Strong
and
Outwardly Focused.
____________________________________

JANUARY 3, 2021
11:00 AM
SANCTUARY
First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa
Born by grace in 1885

Second Sunday of Christmas
11:00 a.m., Sanctuary

The Words of Preparation
In everything tragic –particularly the cross-- Matthew sees not only human
criminality but also the conquering sovereignty of God.
F. Dale Bruner

The Prelude
The Call to Worship
The magi journeyed over long miles, guided by God’s light,
until they came to the place where the child was.
When they arrived, they bowed and knelt before Him,
worshipping and giving Him gifts.
This is the journey we have made, too. Guided by grace,
we have encountered the living God.
Like the wise men, we do well to kneel and worship Him
–giving of our very best gifts, even our lives!
Let us stand in honor, and let us worship God!

The Carols
We Three King of Orient Are
We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar, field
and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. O star
of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; westward
leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!
Glorious now behold Christ arise, King and God and Sacrifice;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Sounds through the earth and skies. O star of
wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; westward
leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!
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The First Noel
Then entered in those wise men three, fall reverently upon their
knee, and offered there in His presence, their gold and myrrh
and frankincense. Noel, noel, noel, noel, born is the King of
Israel!
Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
that hath made heaven and earth of nought, and with His blood
our life hath wrought! Noel, noel, noel, noel, born is the King of
Israel!
O Little Town of Bethlehem
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! So God
imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven. No ear
may hear His coming but in this world of sin, where meek souls
will receive Him, still the dear Christ enters in.
O holy child of Bethlehem descend to us we pray; cast out our
sin and enter in, be born in us today! We hear the Christmas
angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!
Silent Night
Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the
angels let us sing, Alleluia! to our King; Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born.

The Prayer of Adoration

Rev. James Estes

The Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 31:15-21
The Prayer of Confession
Lord Jesus Christ, the prophet Jeremiah offers gospel hope to a
sin-broken, burden-carrying, beleaguered people living in exile.
His message invites us to open our hearts wide and welcome
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your redeeming work in our lives. As we move into this
uncertain year may we “consider the road we have been on”,
dedicate ourselves to you anew, and give our full attention to
your “road markers” and “guideposts”. Lord, forgive our sinful
ways, and in your mercy, hear our prayers…(in silence)

The Anthem

Love Came Down At Christmas

Gilbert Martin

Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine; love was born
at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign. Worship we the Godhead,
love incarnate, love divine; worship we our Jesus: but wherewith for
sacred sign? Love shall be our token, love be yours and love be mine, love
to God and all men, love for plea and gift and sign. Love was born at
Christmas.
The Invitation

Friends, embrace this good news with all of your hearts: in Jesus
Christ there is forgiveness --for all who call upon Him!
Alleluia! Amen!

The Response
Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! Hail the Son of
righteousness! Light and life to all He brings, risen with healing
in His wings. Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more
may die; born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second
birth. Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

The Affirmation of Faith

(The Nicene Creed, AD 325)

We believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
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begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made;
of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven;
He became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and was made human.
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried.
The third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again with glory
to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life.
He proceeds from the Father and the Son,
and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and to life in the world to come. Amen.
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The Blessing of the Young Disciples
What Does the Lord Want Us To Know?
Courtaney Miller, Associate Director of Children’s Ministry

The Carol
As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; as with
joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; so most
gracious Lord may we evermore be led to Thee!
As they offered gifts most rare at that manger rude and bare; so
may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, all our
costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King!

The Gospel Reading

Matthew 2:12-18

The Sermon Happy Christmas?

Dr. Jim Miller
A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation… Matthew 2:18

The Solo

Fullness of Grace

Getty and Townend

Brenda Seidel, soloist
Fullness of grace in man’s human frailty; this is the wonder of Jesus.
Laying aside His power and glory humbly He entered our world. Chose
the path of meanest worth; scandal of a virgin birth. Born in a stable cold
and rejected; here lies the hope of the world. Fullness of grace the love
of the Father, shown in the face of Jesus. Stooping to bear the weight of
humanity; walking the Calvary road. Christ, the Holy innocent took our
sin and punishment. Fullness of God, despised and rejected; crushed for
the sins of the world. Fullness of hope in Christ we had longed for;
promise of God in Jesus. Through His obedience we are forgiven, opening
the floodgates of Heaven. All our hopes and dreams we bring gladly as an
offering. Fullness of life and joy unspeakable: God’s gift in love to the
world.
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The Renewing of the Covenant

Charles Wesley, 1755 (adapted)

Almighty God, because you came to earth to claim me for your
own, because you carried my sins, taking them straight to the
cross, burying them in a borrowed tomb, I am no longer my
own, but yours.
Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will; put me
to doing, put me to suffering; let me be employed for you, or
laid aside for you, exalted for you, or brought low for you; let
me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let me have
nothing: I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things
to your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, you are mine and I am yours. Yes and amen!
And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in
heaven, for Jesus’ sake, and the world’s whom You love. Amen.

The Hymn

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

AZMON

O for a thousand tongues to sing my dear Redeemer’s praise,
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of God's grace!
Jesus, the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows
cease; ’tis music in the sinner’s ears, ’tis life, and health, and
peace.
Christ breaks the power of reigning sin and sets the prisoner
free; Christ's blood can make the sinful clean, Christ's blood
availed for me.
My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, to
spread through all the earth abroad the honors of Thy name.
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The Charge and Benediction
The Postlude Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella
French carol, arr. Keith Chapman
Please Stand

+++

Worship Notes
We’re glad to welcome you to worship! Currently, there are three live services
each Sunday:
8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
Also broadcast on Livestream.com and our Facebook page. Additionally,
you can view the traditional service at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00
p.m. on Cox Channel 3.
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship - Great Hall
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa
The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and in
loving memory of Bob and Ruthie Huffman.
Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church! Weekly
tithes and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at
www.firstchurchtulsa.org or text 405-276-4141.
For those who need assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are available
from the ushers.
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at
918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.
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First Church Update
A blessed 2021 to each and to all! What joy there is in knowing that every event
and all circumstances of the new year are completely under the sovereign
and redemptive rule of the Lord Jesus! Welcome to the First Church
community!
This afternoon: Epiphany “Burning of the Greens”: 5:00 p.m. at Camp
Loughridge! Bring your Christmas tree and add it to the bonfire. Cookies,
cocoa, and Polar-Plunge --all on offer!
The Session is preparing the 2021 budget. Thank you for returning your
“estimate-of-giving” cards, which will enable the Session to do its best
work.
Resolution: Read the Bible through in 2021! Pick up a “Through the Bible”
brochure today at the Miller Atrium reception desk --or join a plan with
friends online. Check out the Bible App’s canonical reading plan. Contact
Shannon Bair for more information.
Good news! The Session has unanimously extended a call to the Rev. Wally
Johnson to serve as a Parish Associate, a full-time pastoral position,
on the FPC staff. Wally and his wife, Joyce, come to us from the First
Presbyterian Church in Sarasota, FL. He previously served with distinction
at the First Presbyterian Church in Sapulpa. He will begin his ministry here
in the Spring.
“Let the little children come to me!” During this season when many are not
able to serve in children’s Sunday school at 9:30 a.m., would you be
willing to wrap the arms of Jesus around these little ones –perhaps once a
month? Please contact Courtaney Miller at 918-301-1009 or
cmiller@firstchurchtulsa.org.
Pastor’s Study with Dr. Jim Miller – “Essays of C.S. Lewis” begins
Wednesday, January 6, 11:30 and Sunday, January 10, 9:30 a.m. in
Stephenson Hall. Professor Jerry McCoy offers his “Faith and Physics”
series beginning Sunday, Jan. 17.

8

FPC University Ministries: (Follow us at @ukirktulsa for updates)
“Gather” Will resume on Tuesday, January 12.
“Grow” Will resume on Sunday, January 10
Considering First Church as your spiritual home? We’d love to welcome you to
our “no-strings-attached” Inquirers Class. We’ll join together in room
E104, Sundays, January 17, 24, 31 and February 7, at 9:15 a.m. For more
information please contact Patricia Hall at 918 301-1028 or
phall@firstchurchtulsa.org.
The January Series, a free 15-day lecture series from Calvin College continues,
but will look different in 2021. This year the Series will be completely
virtual. Each presentation will be available on January 6 – 26, from 11:30
to 12:30 and can be viewed on your own device. You will need to register,
and can find the link at https://calvin.edu/january-series/. For more
information please contact Patricia Hall at 918-301-1028 or
phall@firstchurchtulsa.org.
Wednesday Night Downtown!
This week:
Seekers with Rev. Wambugu, E103: an in-depth study of the
Gospel of John.
Next week:
Essays of C.S. Lewis with Dr. Jim Miller, E104: Wed., Jan. 6, 13
Faith and Physics (taught by Professor Jerry McCoy) begins on
Wednesday, January 20.
Faith Partners Addiction Ministry is available for confidential conversation and
support during these difficult days. If you or a loved one are struggling
with the effects of addiction we are here for you. We have either
walked in your shoes or have specialized training. You’re encouraged to
call the staff liaison, Patricia Hall at 918-301-1028, for more information.
First Church is a praying community! You’ll find a prayer request card in the
sanctuary pew or the Friendship Register. Place it in the offering plate at
the doors of the sanctuary, or in the prayer request box at the Welcome
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Center in the Miller Atrium. Pastors and members of the Guild of
Intercessors will uphold your concerns in prayer.
Pray-ers Ministry - Did you know that someone has been praying for you
throughout the year? The Pray-ers Ministry is a group of 70-plus First
Church members who engage in daily prayer for our members. Every
year, each Pray-er is assigned seven individuals and/or families to pray for
by name daily for the period of one year. If you would like to join this
quiet ministry, please email Hannah Elliott, helliott@firstchurchtulsa.org
or call 918-301-1019.
Serve the Master and love on His children! The Masterwork Academy
welcomes you! Perhaps you can give an hour, perhaps a day. Leaders are
needed from noon-5:30 p.m., Monday-Friday. If you’d like to know more
about how you can be a part of this beautiful ministry, email Kelly Brown
at kbrown@masterworkacademy.org or call 918-370-0207.
Executive Director of Operations – Would you like to serve Christ in this way?
This position provides oversight and leadership amid all of the operations
of the Church. Key areas include management and maintenance of
Church facilities and grounds, oversight of human resources and benefits,
accounting, information technology and food services. Requirements
include: a Bachelor’s degree in business or equivalent, work experience in
related fields, strong communication skills, problem solving and analytical
skills and commitment of Christian faith. If you are interested, email your
resume to Tonye Briscoe at tbriscoe@firstchurchtulsa.org .
Presbyterian Women’s January Mission Project will be collecting items for Emerson
School to help restock teachers’ supplies. Check the Atrium receptacle for
suggestions.
Friday Food Distribution - consider joining us as we partner with First Baptist
Church North Tulsa in sharing food with needy families of North Tulsa. For
more information, contact Allison Biggs: allisonobiggs@gmail.com.
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PARISH REGISTER
Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, MaryAnn Blackburn, Billy Boyd, Roy Cail, Joan
Hastings Camp, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, Allan Edwards,
Wandie and Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Donna Gilliam, Sherye Halliburton,
Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Meg Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Larry Don Johnson, Maggie
Jones, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, Amy Lesh, Dottie MacMillan, Laurence
Mansur, Bob Matthews, Jo Matthews, Carolyn McCright, Jan Miller, Pamela
Neumann, Penny Steinkuehler-Perkins, David Perkins, Don Perry, Sue Phelps,
Rosemary Priest, Janie Quint, Stephen Riungu, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary
Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Bill
Weinrich, and Jack Williams.
With Gratitude for the Resurrection: Walt MacMillan, a member since 2001,
died on December 29; Fred Droege, a member since 1994, died December 30.
Sympathy and Prayers to: Christy Lamerton on the death of her father on
December 26.

Dear First Church families and friends,
We're all aware of the increasing transmission of this COVID virus. And we
all want to do whatever we can to diminish the risk for those who gather
here.
As we make our way into our Christmas celebrations the First Church
Session has enacted a "mask-always" protocol for events here at First
Church, including worship.
It will be a great day when we can lift these protocols --but for now we ask
you to abide by these expectations-- that we hope and pray will serve the
common good.
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Adult Sunday Morning Classes for NEXT Sunday, meeting at 9:30
Faith and Family
Sojourners (All Ages)
The Vine (Singles/couples)
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)
EVENTS TH IS WEEK

Today 1/3/21
Worship and Events
8:30 a.m. Stephenson Hall
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary and Great Hall

Monday 1/4/21
Church Offices will be closed.

Tuesday 1/5/21
Precept Bible Study

9:30 a.m., Room E100

Wednesday 1/6/21
Pastor’s Study
11:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall
Gloria Choir Rehearsal
6:00 p.m., Choir Room
Ensemble Choir Rehearsal 7:00 p.m., Choir Room
Wednesday Night Downtown
WNDT Dinner
5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Awana, POW, Life Groups and Confirmation 6:00 p.m.
Adult Classes
6:15 p.m.

Saturday 1/9/21
Before the Rooster Crows

8:45 a.m., Room E103
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204
E204
E100
E201

Name __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________
Member ________________ or Guest ________________
Seating Location: (Please circle where you are sitting.)
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right

January 3, 2021, Sanctuary
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