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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00 a.m., Kerr Chapel 

 

The Words of Preparation   
In this is love –not that we loved God but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sin. Beloved, 
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 
                                                                           I John 4:9-10 

 

The Welcome      
 

The Prelude               Gesu Bambino               Petro Yon, arr. Mark Hayes 

Brad Morgan, soloist 

When blossoms flowered ‘mid the snows upon a winter night 
was born the child, the Christmas Rose, the King of Love and 
Light.  The angels sang, the shepherds sang, the grateful earth 
rejoiced, and at His blessed birth the stars their exultation 
voiced.  O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.  Again the 
heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night that gave the 
world its Christmas Rose, its King of Love and Light.  Let every 
voice acclaim His name, the grateful chorus swell, from paradise 
to earth He came that we with Him might dwell.  Refrain. 

 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle (4) Love 
Brett, Abby, Isabella, Olivia, Liam, and Sophia Miller 

 

Today we light the candle of love –for the story of Christmas is a 
love-story: God’s love came to earth wrapped in humility.  
Please join us in our Advent prayer:  

Cause us, dear Christ, to receive you for the Gift that you 
are: Light in our darkened world, Peace in our world of 
conflict, Love that awakens the human heart! Dear Jesus, 
cause us to welcome you in joy, and may we add our voices 
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to the heavenly chorus that forever sings your praise! 
Alleluia! Amen!  

 

 The Hymns  (first stanza only) 
31   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing               

 22   Angels From the Realms of Glory  
 23   Angels We Have Heard on High  
 

 The Prayer of Adoration                   Dr. Patrick Grogan  
 

The Old Testament Reading    Psalm 139:1-11 
 

O LORD, you have searched me and known me. You know when  
I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far 
away. You search out my path and my lying down, and are 
acquainted with all my ways. 
 

Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it 
completely. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your 
hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so 
high that I cannot attain it. 
 

Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your 
presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed 
in Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of the morning and 
settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall 
lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
 

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around 
me become night,” even the darkness is not dark to you; the 
night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you.  
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For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me 
together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know 
very well. 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism                                       Clerk of Session: Gary Mathews 

Liam Howard Miller, son of Sr. Master Sergeant Brett and Abby Miller 
 

The Carol     
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask You to stay close by me forever and 
love me, I pray. Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with You there.    

    

 The Affirmation of Faith      
We affirm with the whole Church that God sent His only 
begotten Son out of His love for the world.  We believe that the 
world, including each of us and all of us, has lost its way, sits in 
darkness, and is in desperate need of salvation.  We believe that 
Jesus, whose Name means “Savior”, was born to save, and that 
He gave His life in order that we might have Life.  We affirm with 
the apostle: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive 
power and wealth, wisdom and strength, honor and glory and 
praise!” We believe that in Christ, righteousness and peace 
flourish, and that one day every eye will see that our world 
belongs to God. Hallelujah!  Even so, come Lord Jesus! 
 

The Gospel Reading    Matthew 1:18-25 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they 
lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit.  
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Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  
 

But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived 
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus –for He will save His people from their sins.” 
 

All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet:  
 

   Look, the virgin shall conceive 
    and bear a son, 
   and they shall name him: Emmanuel, 
    which means “God With Us”.  
 

When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord  
commanded him; he took her as his wife –but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son, and named him 
Jesus.  

 

Sermon                    Joseph’s Testament of Faith        Dr. Jim Miller 
Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife…   Matthew 1:20 

 

The Invitation to the Table  
 Words of Institution       
 Prayer of Blessing  
 Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
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 The Hymn    40                Joy to the World!                                     ANTIOCH 
 

 The Charge and Benediction 
 

 The Postlude      Flourish on “Joy to the World”                 Michael Dell 

 
 Please Stand 

 
 

Worship Notes    
 

The Christmas decorations in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of  
God by the Halliburton family --with gratitude for the “Greens Team”  
past and present, who have beautified the season over the past fifty-  
plus years. 
 

A special thanks to the “Sanctuary Greens Decorating Team”:  
Judy Brill, Minnie and Gary Casteel, Sandy Curtis, Sherye Halliburton, 
Laura, Will and Bevan Keith, Mary Anne and Tom Marberry, Rosemary 
and Rick Priest, Amy and Lance Tate, and Cynthia Wiles  
 

The festive exterior wreaths are given to the glory of God  
                                    and in loving memory of: 
 

     George and Daphne Matson, Geordie Matson, Mark Matson, and  
      Michael and Janice Dorndorfer by the Matson family. 

        Joe and Betty Hawes by Joe and Pam Hawes and family.  
        Vivienne and Allan J. Edwards, Jr. and Duncan Fuller by Ellen,  
        Lindsey, Emily Fuller and family.  
        Jimmie Mathews by the Gary Mathews family. 
 

Services are broadcast on the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox 
channel 3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
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Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of 
address/phone number or other important family news. Contact 
Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.  

 

Parish Register 
 

Prayers for Healing: Jeanette Anderson, Jane Azlin, Johanna 
Boshuizen, Billy Boyd, Pat Brown, Eleanor Carmack, Dwight Creveling, 
Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, Wandie and Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, 
Debi Foster, Luke Fravel, Gary Gilliam, Glenda Goodwin, Gaye Graeler, 
Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Meg Hubler, Caroline Fravel 
Jones, Jeannie Dickey Kelsay, Ray Kenney, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle 
Lanford, Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Ann 
McKellar, Jan Miller, Rosemary Priest, David Osterholt, David 
Raybourn, Tom Reynolds, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, 
Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally 
Stewart, Terry Thomas, Mary Lee Torbert, Quendy Veatch, Dayne 
Weierbach, Bill Weinrich, and Jack Williams. 
 

Sympathy and Prayers to: Carolyn Perryman on the death of her 
daughter, Patricia Orbison, on December 9. 

 
First Church Updates  

 

We sing our way to Bethlehem! We’re glad to be together in worship 
on this the fourth Sunday of Advent!  May the Lord’s presence deepen 
our love for Him, and our desire to serve His purposes!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Christmas Eve services and Christmas Day worship are listed below:  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Thank you for your faithful giving to support the ministries of this 
congregation! Your gifts, energy and devotion are expressions of the 
presence of Christ in the world He loves. The Session of First Church is 
at work on the 2022 budget. Your commitment cards will greatly 
assist them in their work.  
 
Greeters Sign up for Christmas Eve!  Singles, couples and families, 
please sign up using the QR code below or contact Patricia Hall at  
918-301-1028/phall@firstchurchtulsa.org.  You will be a blessing to 
many! 

 

Come to Bethlehem and Sing! 
Christmas Services: 

 

December 24: Christmas Eve 
(all are candle-lighting) 

 

      3:00 p.m.    Carols and Communion               Stephenson 
      5:00 p.m.    Children’s Live Nativity                Sanctuary 
      7:30 p.m.    Lessons and Carols                  Sanctuary 
    11:00 p.m.    Watchnight                   Sanctuary 

 

December 25: Christmas Day 
11:00 a.m.   Chapel Service 

 
December 26: Festival Sunday 

One Worship Service: 11:00 Sanctuary 
9:30 Pancake Breakfast  

No Sunday School 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Keith and Kristyn Getty Concert, April 8, 2022, in the FPC Sanctuary! 
Give your loved ones the gift of joyful music and worship. Purchase 
tickets before December 31 and save $5. The discount is automatically 
applied at checkout.  Purchase tickets at 
www.FirstChurchTulsa.org/Getty22.  After December 31, tickets will 
return to the regular price of $35 each.  All tickets are General 
Admission seating. 
 

Save the Date for the next Inquirers Class!  Every Sunday, starting at  
9:30 a.m., January 16 through February 6: come and ask questions, 
make new friends and meet our pastors. For more information please 
contact Patricia Hall 918-301-1028, phall@firstchurchtulsa.org or use 
the QR code below to sign up: 
 

 
 

Plan now for the ever-popular “January Series”!  A simulcast from 
Calvin College, the January Series introduces us to remarkable stories 
and gifted speakers from all over the world. Join us beginning 
Monday, January 10 (and each weekday until the 28th) in the 
Stephenson at 11:15. Lunch is optional.   
 

Has the Lord prospered you this year? Ron Pearson and Dr. Miller 
invite you to consider an over-and-above gift for the much-needed 
replacement of the Chapel organ. This is a capital project, and 
includes the replacement of the eighty-year old organ. It will ensure 
that the next generations are able to be lift their voices in the Chapel 
and be led in worship --to the glory of God! You may choose to give 
your gift over a three-year period beginning this year. The Pearson-
Miller team is ready to visit with you and respond to any questions 
you may have.  
 

http://www.firstchurchtulsa.org/Getty22
mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Sunday Morning Classes will not meet on December 26.   

Join us at 9:30 a.m. for First Family Pancake Festival.   

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Today 12/19/21  

  8:00 a.m.     Worship, Kerr Chapel 
  8:30 a.m.     Worship, Stephenson Hall 
  9:30 a.m.     Gatherings and Classes 

     11:00 a.m.   Worship, Sanctuary and Great Hall  
 
Monday 12/20/21

Guy’s Monday Bible Study        11:45 a.m., Room E103 
Monday School                       12:00 p.m., KRC 
Little Lambs 10:00 a.m., Outside Playground 
 

Tuesday 12/21/21
         Precept Bible Study                     9:30 a.m., Room E100 
 

Wednesday 12/22/21 
 5:30 Nativity Family Dinner Stephenson Hall 
 6:30 Nativity Dress Rehearsal  Sanctuary 
 
Friday 12/24/21 
 3:00 Carols and Communion Stephenson Hall 
 5:00 Live Nativity  Sanctuary 
 7:30 Lessons and Carols Sanctuary 
 11:00 Watchnight Service Sanctuary  
 
Saturday 12/25/21 

  11:00 Christmas Day Service Chapel 
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December 19, 2021 
Chapel 

 
Please help us with contact tracing and attendance by filling out the 

information below and leave this page on the pew as you leave.  

 
Name __________________________________________ 

 
Email ___________________________________________ 

 
Phone __________________________________________ 

 
Member ________________ or Guest ________________ 

Seating Location:  (Please circle where you are sitting.) 
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right 
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right 

Left Balcony - Center Balcony - Right Balcony 
or 

going to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister; 
or 

using the QR code below. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


