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The Words of Preparation
Christians stressed the obligations of husbands toward wives as
well as those of wives toward husbands. . . . The symmetry of
the relationship Paul described was at total variance, not only
with pagan culture, but with Jewish culture as well.
Rodney Stark, The Rise of Christianity

The Welcome
The Solo

Let All Things Now Living Welsh tune, arr. Katherine K. Davis
Haley Dahl, soloist

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving to God the
Creator triumphantly raise, who fashioned and made us,
protected and stayed us, who guideth us on to the end of our
days. His banners are o’er us, His Light goes before us, a pillar of
fire shining in the night, till shadows have vanished and darkness
is banished, as forward we travel from light into light! His law
He enforces, the stars in their courses, the sun in his orbit
obediently shine. The hills and the mountains, the rivers and
fountains, the deeps of the ocean proclaim Him divine. We too
should be voicing our love and rejoicing, with glad adoration a
song let us raise, till all things now living unite in thanksgiving to
God in the highest, hosanna and praise!

The Call to Worship
Lift up your hearts! We lift them up to the Lord.
We’re surrounded by blessings here!
The cross speaks quietly of Christ’s great love!
The table points to His bountiful grace!
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His promises cause us to be anchored in hope;
Those nearby are His gifts --wrapped in skin and bone,
flesh and blood!
We have ample reason to rejoice --for the gospel is God’s lovestory!
Come, let’s stand in honor, sing our gratitude,
And let us worship God!

The Hymn 555

Now Thank We All Our God

The Prayer of Adoration

NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT
Elder Adam Doverspike

The Old Testament Reading The Song of Solomon 1:15 – 2:4
The Prayer of Confession

Julia Metcalf

Lord Jesus Christ, we so easily get the Good News wrong. We
can think of the Bible as a rule-book, wagging its finger, telling us
to live good lives. We can picture You standing behind us, staring
over our shoulder, watching every move –eager to catch us in
our sin. But the Scriptures tell a different Story –Your Story,
driven by love, marked by faithfulness, littered with sacrifice.
Forgive us, good Lord. Cause us to embrace your love with a
returning love. Remind us that “you brought us to the
banqueting table –and your intention with us is love.” Gracious
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers…. (in silence)

Good News
Friends, embrace this good news with all of your hearts!
In Jesus Christ there is forgiveness—for all who call upon him!
Alleluia! Amen!

The Response
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O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Vast, unmeasured, boundless,
free, rolling as a mighty ocean in its fullness over me.
Underneath me, all around me, is the current of thy love;
leading onward, leading homeward, to thy glorious rest above.
O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Love of ev’ry love the best: ‘tis
an ocean vast of blessing, ‘tis a haven sweet of rest. O the deep,
deep love of Jesus! “Tis a heav’n of heav’ns to me; and it lifts me
up to glory, for it lifts me up to thee.

The Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Epistle Reading Ephesians 5:21: - 6:10
The Sermon

Who Shouted the Loudest “Amen!” ?

Dr. Miller

Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the Church…
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger…
Masters….you and your slave have the same Master…
with Him there is no partiality.

Eph. 5:25
Eph. 6:4

The Invitation to the Table
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Eph. 6:9

Words of Institution
Prayer of Blessing
Sharing of the Bread and Cup
Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Joys and Concerns of the Church
The Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer (sung by the congregation)
The Charge and Benediction
The Postlude

Improvisation on the tune DARWALL’S 148TH
Please Stand

Worship Notes
Now thank we all our God! The symbols of blessing on the Lord’s Table today
are given to the glory of God and in grateful memory of Richard Halliburton,
and Mary Ellen and Walter Esser, by Sherye Halliburton and family.
The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and in
loving memory of Jim and Edith Favell and Carrie Bayouth, given by John and
Debbie Favell.
Services are broadcast on the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox channel 3 (each
Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m.
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029
or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.
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Parish Register
Prayers for Healing: Jeanette Anderson, Jane Azlin, Johanna Boshuizen, Billy
Boyd, Pat Brown, Eleanor Carmack, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna
Droege, Wandie and Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Luke Fravel, Gary Gilliam,
Glenda Goodwin, Gaye Graeler, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Meg
Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Caroline Fravel Jones, Ray Kenney, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle
Lanford, Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Ann McKellar, Jan
Miller, Rosemary Priest, David Osterholt, David Raybourn, Carly Rivers, Zach
Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy
Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Terry Thomas, Mary Lee Torbert, Quendy Veatch,
Dayne Weierbach, Bill Weinrich, and Jack Williams.

Sermon Notes:
Our morning text today has led more than a few to believe that these
paragraphs are examples of a Christian culture that’s both antiquated and
abusive. It tells women to submit to their husbands. It tells slaves to obey their
masters. The sooner we cut this out of the Bible, some say, the better.
This text (and others like it) causes Rebecca Maclaughlin, in her best-selling
book, Confronting Christianity, to title two of her chapters:
Doesn’t Christianity Denigrate Women?
Doesn’t It Condone Slavery?
In these chapters she gives a robust defense in response to these questions.
This is our focus for this morning.
Consider this: much can be learned about any movement from its critics. Celsus
was a second-century Greek philosopher and a bitter opponent of Christian
teaching. He’s offers this withering critique of the church’s practices:
“The Christians lay these rules upon their followers:
They say: we don’t want any who are instructed, or wise, or prudent --but
we welcome the ignorant, unintelligent, and uninstructed, and invite them
to come with confidence.”
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“By this, Christians show that they are able to win over only the silly, the
mean, the stupid, the weak --like women and children."...
Celsus: The True Word, AD 175
It’s hard to summarize just how radically different the first-century church was
from its surrounding culture.
The biblical story presents God’s idea of life together (with Him!) as a personal,
intimate, relationship sealed by a covenant –where love is freely given and
received, brimming with the virtues of kindness, compassion, and mutual
service.

The Bible summarizes this relationship by pointing to earthly “marriage”. God
speaks through Isaiah: “For your Maker is your husband, the Lord of hosts is His
name, the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer….(Isa. 54:5)
According to the apostles, God’s relationship with His people helps define our
relationships with one another: husbands and wives should love each other as
God loves his bride, the Church. God’s way of dealing with His wayward
children, should be visible in the way we deal with our children. God’s
relationship with those called to serve Him should define the way earthly
masters treat those under their care.
Realizing that each of these (marriage, parenting, accountability --at its best)
points to a much greater reality (God’s relationship with us!) –this is
revolutionary and culture-transforming.
Says Rebecca Maclaughlin: “The primary command to men is to love –not to
lead. Paul doesn’t say that the husband’s needs come first, or that women are
less gifted in leadership than men, or that women should not work outside the
home.”
Considering Paul’s commands to men, Martin Lloyd Jones offers this: “Husbands
are to love their wives as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for her.
How many of us,” he adds, “realize that we Christians are to think of the
marriage relationship in terms of the doctrine of atonement?”
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First Church Updates
Come, Ye Thankful People, Come! City-Wide Thanksgiving Service: tomorrow,
November 22, 7:00 p.m. First Baptist, North Tulsa (1414 North Greenwood
Ave.). Would you like to park at FPC and take the bus over to First Baptist, North
Tulsa? The bus leaves our Porte cohere at 6:30 p.m. Dr. Miller is preaching.
Thank you for your faithful giving to support the ministries of this
congregation! Your gifts, your energy and your devotion are expressions of the
presence of Christ in the world He loves. The Session of First Church is at work
on the 2022 budget. Your commitment cards will greatly assist them in their
work.
Pastor’s reminder: I’m confident that none of us, standing in the presence of
Jesus at the end of time, will ever think: I shouldn’t have given as generously as I
did to the work of Christ through His Church. Thank you for your faithfulness and
commitment. As we look ahead, let’s give of our best to the Master!
This Thursday: Thanksgiving Day Worship, 11:00 a.m. in the Kerr Chapel.
Following worship, the Deacons host a scrumptious dinner in Stephenson Hall
for those who may be alone during the holiday. To make your reservations,
contact Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.
To sign up online:

Celebrating Christmas Together - Join the First Church Board of Deacons as
begin our ministry with Anderson Elementary School. Let’s show Anderson
Elementary our love and Christ’s love as we joyously celebrate His birth. Each
sponsored student will receive a Bible, a board game, a story book, socks and a
sweatshirt - all in a festive First Church bag. In the Atrium, the Celebrating
Christmas Together sign-up table will be available starting today, November 21.
Mark your calendar for Friday, December 17, as our congregation travels to
Anderson Elementary to celebrate together.
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Advent Communion is celebrated on Sunday, November 28. Members who are
participating from home can pick up elements from the welcome desk in the
Atrium starting on Monday, November 22 – Wednesday, November 24 from
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Kings in Judaea – a nativity play by Dorothy Sayers, will be presented on
Sunday, December 5 at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Make plans now to bring
your family and friends to see Kings in Judaea and stay for dinner and discussion
at 6:15 p.m. Admittance to the play is free and dinner will be $10. To pay for
dinner online:

Dancing toward Delight –Thursday, December 9, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the Lewis
Conference Room, 2nd floor of the Bernsen Center - Join us for an evening of
dance instruction, relational reflection, and Christmas cheer led by Wes and
Stephanie Vander Lugt. No previous dance experience or partner is necessary,
and anyone is welcome to come, learn, and enjoy. Instruction begins promptly
at 7:00 p.m. Come early, enjoy some refreshments, and make sure to wear
shoes that slide (no rubber soles)! Space is limited, so sign up here to reserve
your spot.

First Church is seeking an administrative assistant who supports the Mission,
TIF, and New Member Outreach departments. Candidate must have excellent
skills in Word, Excel, and Outlook. The role requires exceptional organizational
skills, event coordination, and effective written and verbal communication
abilities. Please send your resume to Tonye Briscoe at
tbriscoe@firstchurchtulsa.org.
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Getty Concert Ticket Christmas Special! Give your loved ones the gift of
joyful music and worship for Christmas! Tickets to the concert on Friday,
April 8, 2022, with Keith and Kristyn Getty make great Christmas gifts or
stocking stuffers. From Friday, November 26 through Friday, December 31,
save $5.00 OFF the price of each ticket. The discount is automatically applied
at checkout. Buy your tickets starting November 26 at
www.FirstChurchTulsa.org/Getty22. After December 31, tickets will return to
the regular price of $35 each. All tickets are General Admission seating.
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Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
On Site:
Bible Walk
Cornerstone
Covenanters
Faith and Family
Forum
Pastor’s Study
Reflections
Sojourners (All Ages)
Upper Room
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)

Advent Study
E101
Wesley Bible Curriculum
E102
Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton
E205
Old Testament Survey
E104
Incarnation
E200
Mere Christianity
Stephenson Hall
World Religions
E103
Spiritual Formation through the writings of Teresa Avila E204
Bible Study
E313
Old Testament Survey
E104

On Site and Zoom:
Shepherds
The Vine (Singles/couples)

Creeds and Confessions
The Good and Beautiful God

EVENTS THIS W EEK
Today 11/21/21
8:00 a.m. Worship, Kerr Chapel
8:30 a.m. Worship, Stephenson Hall
9:30 a.m. Gatherings and Classes
11:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary, Stephenson Hall and Great Hall
Monday 11/22/21
Monday School
12:00 p.m., KRC
All-City Thanksgiving
7:00 p.m., First Baptist North, Tulsa
Thursday 11/25/21
Thanksgiving Day Service
11:00 a.m., Chapel
Thanksgiving Day Lunch
12:00 p.m., Stephenson Hall
Saturday 11/27/21
Before the Rooster Crows
8:45 a.m., E103
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E203
E100

November 21, 2021
Sanctuary
Please help us with contact tracing and attendance by filling out the
information below and leave this page on the pew as you leave.
Name __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________
Member ________________ or Guest ________________
Seating Location: (Please circle where you are sitting.)
Front Left - Front Center - Front Right
Back Left - Back Center - Back Right
Left Balcony - Center Balcony - Right Balcony
or
going to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister;
or
using the QR code below.
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