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In Christ
One Body

"So in Christ we, through many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others." – Romans 12:5 
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Unforgettable? Unprecedented? Unheard of? Whatever else you think about 2020, it was certainly unexpected. Even the First Church Strategic 
Planning Team ably led by Elder Porter Shults, which prides itself in its intentional planning, never saw it coming. And that’s true for each of us. 

But when I sit thinking back on last year, I remember the words of an obscure Hebrew prophet: 

Though the fig tree does not blossom, and there is no fruit on the vines;
When the produce of the olive fails, and the fields yield no food;
When the flock is cut off from the fold, and there is no herd in the stalls …

That’s the prophet Habakkuk’s words describing what surely was the worst news that could hit an ancient people trying to eke out a living.  
A famine! But what’s so stunning about this text is how it continues –beginning with the little adversative: “Yet …”

When all these terrible things happen, Habakkuk says: 
YET will I rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in the God of my salvation!
For God the Lord is my strength; He makes my feet like the feet of a deer,
and makes me tread upon the heights. (Hab. 3:17-19) 

Here’s a contemporary 2020 version of Habakkuk: 

Though the people we love became sick with COVID and some died,
Though we didn’t gather for worship for ten straight weeks, including Ash Wednesday, the Sundays in Lent, Holy Week and Easter …
Though pastors and First Church chaplains couldn’t visit the sick, go to hospitals or 
retirement communities, cut off from most of the congregation we love, 
Though Bible studies, Presbyterian Women, Awana, youth groups and all K-Groups had to shut down their gatherings, 
Though we had to change drastically 95 percent of our ministries and programmatic efforts, 
Though the sins of racism, political upheaval, uncivil debate and a lot of other weighty issues left us breathless:  

YET, Nevertheless, Nonetheless!
We rejoice in the Lord; we exult in the God of our salvation!

Why? Because the God of our salvation is always at work redemptively – even in the worst of times, no matter what else is going on! 

2020 Pastor’s letter
Rev. Dr. James Miller, senior pastor

Am I being “Pollyannish” in claiming this, offering a kind of false “positivity?” I don’t think so. Take a look through this booklet for the evidence! 
2020, for all its negativity and hardship, was an astonishing year of ministry, brimming with miracles both within and outside of First Church. 

Read the summaries presented here and, as we sing “You’ll be surprised at what the Lord has done,” what’s been accomplished despite the 
hardships of a pandemic year that added great stress to virtually every sector of our society.

The vision for the 8:10 project equipped us to respond financially in ways that we simply couldn’t have without it. The 8:10 Project Council, led by 
Dr. Patrick Grogan, directed $75,000 toward Tulsans in crisis. Special monetary gifts were given to local congregations – every penny of which was 
directed to serve their people and community. 8:10 funds undergirded one of our most important outreach ministries, the Masterwork Academy, 
ably led by Jenette McEntire and her team. 

Amid all the COVID-19 protocols, we were able to host a “Bridging the Divide” series in the Stephenson Hall. Our pastors alongside  
three African-American pastors led the discussion drawing crowds both within and outside of First Church. 

Another gift we saw unfold during this pandemic was a remarkable sense of creativity and imagination — using new  
and different formats to reach folks of all ages. You’ll find evidence of this effort throughout this annual report. 

To take one example, the Children’s Ministry team showed extraordinary devotion to families caught at home.  
With many children isolated from others because of the COVID protocols, the team found multiple ways  
to connect, both online and in person. From Courtaney Miller’s weekly online readings of a classic  
George McDonald book for kids, to Devos in a Bag, to the revamping of the Children’s Christmas Eve  
Pageant and a whole lot more. We saw every effort being made to stay connected with our  
young families. I could duplicate this example with countless others in every area of FPC ministry. 

Countless men and women of this congregation have given themselves in ways that equipped us  
to serve faithfully. We simply couldn’t have opened the facilities, welcomed people in worship,  
conducted funerals and weddings, sustained the Children’s Ministry including our weekday  
Awana program, Masterwork Academy, Mid High and High School Ministries, if it hadn’t  
been for the members of this congregation who showed up to wrap Jesus’ arms around  
the groups that meet here. 

It was not easy. Necessary protocols changed a lot of what we had hoped to do.  
Some ministries simply had to be scrubbed. Nevertheless … “Though the fig tree does  
not blossom, indeed! Yet will we rejoice in the Lord! We will exult in the God of our salvation! 

How grateful I am to serve alongside the people of this great expression of the  
Body of Christ! Thank you, Lord, for First Church! 

Pastor JD Miller, Ph.D.
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What do you say when you think of 2020?
Ache, du Lieber!   Oy veh!   ¡Qué susto!  
Or worse?



2020 Worship Highlights

• Chancel Choir ensembles collaborated with the Worship Team to lead 
worship both in person and online.

• Vespers Worship was offered outdoors at Camp Loughridge over the 
summer and moved to the Church courtyard in the fall.  

• The Music Ministry offered new online programming through Facebook, 
including Fridays at 5-Worship Music with Eric Baird and Children’s 
Worship 101. 

• Ron Pearson presented the 47th Annual Organ Concert in the sanctuary 
and, for the first time, broadcast live on Facebook and Livestream.com. 

• During the pandemic, the home communion team added a contact-free 
option for members who chose to worship virtually. There were two possible 
ways to receive Communion elements: on the Saturday prior to the worship 
service, members could drive through the covered south entrance and 
receive the Communion elements; or, they could request the elements to  
be delivered to their homes. 

• Tulsa International Fellowship rang in the New Year with worship  
and fellowship.

Sunday by Sunday, week after week, year after year, we gather 
as a family of faith to worship God. Hebrews 10 speaks to the 
importance of assembling and spurring one another on toward 

love and good deeds. We’ve learned first-hand to embrace time in  
each other’s presence and never take it for granted.

In the spring of 2020, gathering “together” took on a different  
reality due to the pandemic. For 10 weeks we worshiped remotely  
on Sunday mornings for the 11:00 Traditional and TIF services. The 
daily Pastor’s Message was provided online as well as other special 
music and educational offerings for all ages. We were able to provide 
these options due to the creativity of our pastors and music teams as 
well as the talent of our TV Ministry, tech and communication teams.  
 

For years, members have given of their time, talent and treasure  
to make our broadcast and livestream capabilities excellent in their 
delivery – what a gift to already have the resources in place to reach 
our homebound congregation and guests on March 22nd.

On Pentecost Sunday we rejoiced in the re-opening of the Church 
buildings and we adopted a hybrid model, some members worshiped 
on-site, and some watched from home with some homes as far away as 
Scotland and Kenya. We conducted evening Vespers services outside 
at Camp Loughridge after summer swim time and in the Courtyard 
during brisk autumn evenings. Across the services, across the various 
locations, across the seasons, the Holy Spirit tied us together as a devoted 
community that worshiped, sang, shared communion and prayed as one.

“So in Christ we, through many, form one body,  
and each member belongs to all the others.” 

–Romans 12:5 (NIV)
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There is on old phrase, “Don’t let the one who says it can’t be done get in the way of 
the one doing it.” 2020 was a challenging year, but I am so proud of our team and 
the way that they continually said, “We’re doing it!” Not always knowing what it 

would look like, and often having to adapt and change on the fly, they have shown up and 
walked alongside the families of our Church. They’ve done it because they believe that 
what we are doing here matters; a relationship with Jesus Christ is the most important 
thing. Thanks to you all for your grace and encouragement along the way! God is good.

– Rev. Dan Hutchinson

2020 Discipleship highlights

• Wednesday Night Downtown Tulsa (WNDT) included a special series on the ongoing racial 
divide in Tulsa and how to repair it. First Church pastors along with reverends Terry Buxton, 
Anthony Scott and Mel Cooper shared their perceptions.

• A terrific highlight came in February, just before the pandemic shut everything down. Dr. James 
Tour, a world-class chemistry professor at Rice University, filled the Stephenson Hall and 
the Great Hall at the University of Tulsa, and offered a stirring witness to faith in Jesus Christ 
speaking as a scientist. 

• Dr. Miller lead his Pastor's Study groups through a two-semester long journey through John 
Bunyan’s “The Pilgrim’s Progress.”

• The 10:10 Pastor’s Message was broadcast live on Facebook Mondays through Saturdays 
while the Church was closed and then moved to Tuesday and Thursday broadcasts once the 
Church reopened.

• History & Archives continued their basic charge to collect, preserve and share the story of  
First Church Tulsa with its members, scholars and the public. The collection relating to the  
1921 Tulsa Race Massacre served as a resource for local and national scholars.

• On November 17, Session approved the updated History & Archives organizational statement 
that redefined the leadership roles of the historian, archivist and committee chair. 

• Dr. Arden Autry taught on the book of Revelation to Monday School participants and completed 
the year with a deep dive into The Apostles Creed.

• Downtown Theological Roundtable studied, “Theology Brewed in an African Pot,” by Orobator. 
The Guys Monday Bible Class tackled Proverbs; and the Precept Bible class delved into 
Philippians for the fall semester.

• Our Next Generation team worked tirelessly to engage students and families in new and 
creative ways including online engagement, Devos (devotions) in a Bag provided to parents  
in the drive-through for at home study in the midst of a pandemic.

• College and university students in Tulsa and in schools around the country connected  
via Zoom to study Scripture and connect.

• Young adults engaged in K-Groups, Sunday School, worship, and Theology on Tap gatherings 
to pray and have conversations about faith and life.

• Jackson and Hutch began the podcast “Life on The Vine” to consider how we are invited to do 
life with Christ.

• Through Armchair Theology, Rev. Dan Hutchinson explored the essentials of Christian 
Theology and the unique accent of the reformed tradition.
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I have been crucified with Christ. 
It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me. And the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 

– Galatians 2:20 (ESV)

Discipleship at First Church Tulsa

Grow



Children’s Ministry

• Programming moved online from March through July with Sunday school lessons, sing-alongs,  
story time and Awana.

• Most Children’s Ministry events were held at Camp Loughridge with families wearing masks  
and social distancing when necessary. 

• Incoming kindergarten students were presented Bibles at the Kindergarten Blessing. 

• Fourth grade students were presented Bibles at an event held at Camp Loughridge. 

• Children's programming resumed in August 2020.

High School

• On Wednesday nights we had high school youth meetings for Confirmation and Life Groups 
and Middle schoolers gather for Pathfinders on Wednesdays (POW).

• The Pathfinders and Exodus students were unable to go on their Summer Mission trips  
due to COVID-19.

• The summer Heather Davis Intern was J.P. Schemmer. The Ignite interns were Natalie Bair 
and Caroline Lawson.

• We’re grateful for our dedicated adult leaders who discipled our youth in Sunday school,  
P.O.W., Confirmation, Life Groups and beyond.

UKirk

• Julia Metcalf, our new director of University Ministries, spent the fall of 2020 building 
relationships and rejuvenating our outreach to young adults ages 18 to 24 through UKirk.

• University Ministries sought to welcome and love university-aged students to grow together as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 

• UKirk (University Ministries) welcomed students for weekly programs including Gather, Grow 
and Serve for coffee conversations and special events. 

- Gather is a mid-week opportunity for fellowship, scripture study and spiritual practices. 

- Grow is a Sunday school setting where students and leaders dive into questions and topics 
concerning faith and life. 

- Serve is an opportunity to join as the UKirk community and serve both our First Church 
family and the wider Tulsa community.
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Children’s, Youth & UKirk Ministries

Jesus never said that following him would be 
easy. But he did promise to be with us. And that 
changes everything. If Jesus is with me, I can  

  face whatever comes with confidence, knowing 
I am not alone. This is the assurance of the 
Christian life. It’s what we want our kids to know, 
and it’s what we so often need to be reminded  
of ourselves.” 

– Rev. Dan Hutchinson

“

continued ...Grow



Outreach: local and global mission work

Local mission highlights

• Partnered with First Baptist Church for Friday food distributions to needy families of North Tulsa.

• With Hunger Free Oklahoma, helped provide food to elementary school children and their 
families, keeping local restaurants in business.

• Partnered with multiple local congregations to purchase gifts for Burmese refugee children who 
arrived just before Christmas.

• Nearly $30,000 in COVID relief assistance was provided to families, including Emerson and 
Anderson families, from the 8:10 gifts.

• Raised $2,000 at the Fourth Annual Chili Cook-off for math tutoring at Emerson Elementary.

• Disbursed 350 bags of educational material to students.

• Record giving to Meals on Wheels.

Global mission highlights

• Continued to support global partners, seminaries, teachers, mission workers, gospel 
entrepreneurs throughout Arabic speaking countries.

• $5,000 was sent to the Outreach Foundation in August for Beirut Compassion Fund.

• Assisted International Justice Mission’s Kenyan Field Office with $5,000 in gifts 

Outreach

• January Series had our highest attendance ever and highest attendance outside of Michigan.

• LeaderTalks was put on hold due to COVID-19 and the Global Leadership Summit held online.
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There is no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and 
female; for all of you are one in 
Christ Jesus. 

–Galatians 3:28 (NRSV)

Though local and global missions looked different in 2020, we're grateful for the 
Lord’s continued provision. Not only were we able to fulfill our regular pledges,  
but we were also able to send assistance to areas in crisis, like Beirut and Kenya. 

The Church also helped to meet an increased need in local missions, assisting throughout 
Tulsa, with special concern for families from Emerson and Anderson Elementary schools.

Serve



2020 Fellowship highlights

• We started the year celebrating Epiphany at Camp Loughridge with the 
burning of the greens and a plunge by a brave few into the icy waters of  
Lake Parthenia. 

• The annual Valentine’s Dinner brought joy and laughter. Couples were 
entertained with fine dining and music planned by event chairs, Tricia 
McDonald and Debbi Spellman.

• Breakfast on Boston was creatively modified to Bumpers on Boston to  
help with social distancing. Chef Joseph ensured everyone was safely served  
a delicious breakfast and our music team provided lively music.

• Tulsa International Fellowship celebrated its 11th anniversary.

• Advent Workshop was held outside at Camp Loughridge and featured  
a petting zoo.

• Jammies for Jesus was held at Church and had a great turnout to decorate 
the Christmas tree and sing carols in the courtyard.

• Tulsa International Fellowship Women’s Gala event encouraged and uplifted 
women in and outside of the community.
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The good news the Church has to offer the world is that through the cross every 
person, by faith in Christ alone, can enter into community with the triune God. 
Made in the image of this God, we only become fully human as we do life together.

As the body of Christ, we are called to make disciples of all nations, which is an invitation 
to any and all to come, taste and see that the Lord is good.

Congregational life at First Church Tulsa

Unite
And let us consider how we may 
spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds.

– Hebrews 10:24 (NIV)



How is the world to know we are followers of Jesus? They  
will know we are his disciples by our love for one another. 
What does true love for one another look like? Jesus says, 

“Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another” (John 
13:35). We grow in our loving care for one another by growing in our 
relationship with Jesus, as we invite the mind of Christ to live in us 
from day to day. And as our care for others grows, so also does our 
credible and joyful witness in the world.

2020 Caregiving highlights
• “Church Buddies” was started under leadership of Jan Miller.  

Links homebound and isolated members with volunteers who  
contact them regularly. 

• Sisterhood of Widows mailed out grief booklets to new widows during 
their first year of loss and made calls to all widows throughout the year. 

• Tulsa International Fellowship established an online homeschool 
network of support for families with children.

• Tulsa International Fellowship ladies gathered for inclusive prayer 
meetings Saturday mornings, both in person and online.

• Through an emergency allocation from the 8:10 Project Fund, First 
Church has helped unemployed members with rent, utilities, medical 
bills and other occasional needs during the pandemic.

• During a year with many concerns and illnesses, the Guild of 
Intercessors faithfully prayed for each individual, family, or group  
that submitted requests for daily intercessory prayer. The Guild  
also organized the annual Holy Week Prayer Vigil.
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2020 Communications highlights

• Branding, Building & Grounds and the Church Communications 
Department worked together to develop and roll-out new logo and 
branding for the Church and kicked off a new multi-year Church signage 
branding program.

• The Website Committee and the Communications Department 
developed and launched a new website including an easily accessible 
optimized site for hand-held devices.

• Both Tidings (quarterly magazine) and E-News (semimonthly 
newsletter) were redesigned for easier reading. Tidings included feature 
stories and news while E-News included updates on worship services, 
special events, classes and more.

• Realm, our online directory and app, was developed and introduced to 
the congregation.

Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it  
that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger  
or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take  
care of you?’ 

– Matthew 25:44 (NRSV)

Member care
Growing in our loving care for one another

TV Ministry Team



Masterwork Academy

• Masterwork Academy was blessed to have a full, uninterrupted fall 
2020 semester on site. In addition, Masterwork progressed from 
operating four days a week to five. 

• The school closure in March moved Masterwork Academy online!  
The instructors delivered lessons on YouTube, and they distributed 
care packages weekly during the remainder of the spring semester.

• Partnered with The Palmer Center, a residential rehab for single 
moms, so that the Anderson students living there were able to  
attend Masterwork.

• Eleven percent of Anderson Elementary students attended 
Masterwork Academy after school. Fifty-seven percent of Anderson’s 
gifted and talented students attend Masterwork attesting to the effect 
of the program. 

• The addition of Orff instruments made a profound impact on the music 
program. This spirited response propelled our piano lab initiative. 

Helping Hand Ministry

• Helping Hand Ministry (HHM) disbursed $304,506 to families in 
need; nearly three times the amount from the previous year.

• HHM’s 13th Annual Golf Tournament was the most successful ever, 
bringing in nearly $40,000.

Camp Loughridge

Camp Loughridge, located in southwest Tulsa, provides a natural 
environment for Christian growth including summer camps for 
children, outdoor classroom in spring and fall, and year-round  
rental facility for groups and organizations. 

• Through God’s grace and provision in 2020, the camp hosted  
846 students and operated for seven weeks.  

• The camp was able to provide 185 campers with scholarships.

• The camp provided a safe outdoor space for Troop 1, Sunday 
evening Vespers service, Awana and a life group through the 
summer and fall. 

• The pandemic presented the camp with many challenges  
and Loughridge has come out the other side stronger and  
ready for a great new year.

Troop 1

• Troop 1 Scouts had a good year despite the COVID-19 shutdown. 
The program continued to operate meeting outdoors at Camp 
Loughridge and at the Bernsen Life Center.

• Conducted a backpacking trip to the Santa Fe National Forest  
in July, observing all COVID-19 guidelines while hiking, camping 
and fishing.

• Five scouts completed their Eagle Scout Award requirements 
including Aidan Cook, Jacob Sittler, Evan Carpenter, Dale Hobson 
and Trevor Wheeler.

• Scouts of Troop 1 were able to share time for the community 
through more than 1,700 hours of service projects. 

• Conducted nine camping excursions in eastern Oklahoma, 
central Kansas and western Arkansas.
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For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them. 

– Ephesians 2:10

Affiliate ministries



• Total active membership as of December 31, 2020 was 1,851.

• We welcomed 45 new members – 30 by reaffirmation of faith and 
15 by certificate of transfer. 

• First Church experienced a loss of 450 members – 44 to death,  
3 by transfer, 15 requested deactivations and 388 deactivated due  
to the membership review process. 

• We had 8 affiliate members. 

• Over 200 new guests registered attendance at worship.  
Many hundreds joined us online.

• The Breadwinner Team delivered to 33 households.

• Six infant baptisms, seven weddings, 20 memorial services and  
12 inurnments in the Columbarium. 

• Sunday worship schedule continued with three regular services  
and one dedicated Sunday school hour at 9:30 a.m.

• Five worship services were conducted on Sundays January  
through March. Three Sunday morning worship services were 
conducted June through December with a Vespers worship  
Sunday nights at 5 p.m.

*In some cases, worship services were combined. Online services continue to 
grow in number over time as they are available to view.

† no in-person worship in April-May

• The average attendance for Sunday worship was 1,092. Shown here are the averaged 
breakouts per service.

In-person worship services attendance averages:
8:00 a.m. Chapel – average of 92 in worship for first three months before COVID
8:30 a.m. Contemporary worship – average of 42 in worship† 
11:00 a.m. Traditional worship – average of 211 in worship† 
11:00 a.m. Tulsa International Fellowship – average of 69 in worship† 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary worship – average of 113 in worship for first three months  
of the year before we consolidated with traditional worship due to the pandemic

Broadcast worship attendance averages:
Livestream 11:00 a.m. Traditional worship – average of 179 in worship
Facebook 11:00 a.m. Traditional worship – average of 241 in worship
Cox Cable 11:00 a.m. Traditional worship – average of 1,249 in worship

Staff Update
• First Presbyterian Church continued to be blessed 

with a talented and dedicated staff.

• The Church reaffirmed its commitment to college 
students and brought on Julia Metcalf as the new 
director of university ministries.

• Mike Vickery joined the staff as the Church audio 
visual manager following the footsteps of his father, 
Gene Vickery, our longtime sound technician.

• Betty Price served as the interim ministry assistant for 
Missions, TIF and Outreach, replacing Braigen Hubbard.

• Nancy Keary served as the interim associate director 
of Children’s Ministry (Elementary) while Rachael 
Tsuma took leave.

• Willie Cowan was added to the Maintenance 
Department replacing Anthony Webb.

• In 2020, Tonye Briscoe was recognized for 35 years  
of service, Steve Wilson for 10 years of service and 
Tim Early for five years of service. The value of long-
term service and commitment to the Church cannot 
be overstated.

• Amid all these transitions the Lord has been faithful, 
and the First Church staff is in a very strong position 
as we go forward into a new year of ministry.
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Worship statistics 2020

We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks; your 
name is near. People tell of your wondrous deeds. 

– Psalm 75:1 (NRSV)



• To address the pandemic, Session worked with the staff and a special committee assembled to provide guidance in  
re-opening the Church in response to the COVID-19 federal, state and local reopening guidelines for Phase 1, Phase 2  
or Phase 3. Policies supporting the following critical success factors were established, approved and implemented, 
including a “Mask always” policy within the First Church facilities:

- Safety through safe protocols to limit exposure for pastors, staff, members, visitors, volunteers, lay leaders and guests.

- Adherence to long-standing norms wherever possible.

- Restored essential Christian practices including worship, communion, baptism, weddings, funerals, etc. 

- Appealed to personal responsibility for self-monitoring and adherence to safety protocols.

- Ongoing monitoring and response to the local COVID-19 impact and guidance.

- Established mask and physical distancing policies.

- Established procedures to identify everyone physically attending and obtained contact tracing information by a 
combination of electronic attendance recording (tied to QR code) and leaders assigned to take pictures of individuals 
attending worship and where they were sitting.

• Approved the 8:10 Project Council that will determine  
and approve projects to use funds generated by the  
8:10 building to support mission projects.

• Welcomed 45 new members.

• Conducted six baptisms.

• Approved calling a new parish associate who will  
primarily fill the role directly associated with member care. 

Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, 
of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
shepherd the Church of God that he obtained with  
the blood of his own Son.

– Acts 20:28 (NRSV)
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2020 Session

Dr. Jim Bailey

Shannon Bair

Tamra Bird

Kelly Brandenburg

Robbie Burke

Cam Campbell

Tim Clement

Ken Cox Jr.

Jim Diacon

Joe Dillsaver

Joel Donohue

Adam Doverspike

Janet Drisko

Rev. James Estes

Rev. Wambugu Gachungi

Dr. Patrick Grogan

Rev. Dan Hutchinson

Ara Jacobson

Kimberly Jones

Karla Kerby

Mark Kraemer

Cathy Laird

Mary Anne Marberry

Gary Mathews (co-clerk)

Frank McDonald

Dru McQueen

Rev. Dr. Jim Miller

Vic Morgan

William Paiva

Steve Rutherford

Amy Scheiper (co-clerk) 

Cynthia Stewart

Linda Swain

Allan Waita

Katie Williams

Mariesa Worman

• Worked with Elders to provide communion elements via “drive-through”  
and home deliveries.

• Delivered flower arrangements to care facilities.

• Day of Care was spread over five Saturdays in August. Yard work was 
done for quite a few widowed, elderly and frail members.

• Hosted an All-Saint’s Day luncheon for members who lost loved ones  
the past year.

• Hosted a Thanksgiving meal for those with no local family. 

• Hosted “Celebrate Christmas Together” for students and faculty of 
Emerson Elementary School, providing gifts and encouragement.

Do your best to present yourself to  
God as one approved by him, a worker 
who has no need to be ashamed,  
rightly explaining the word of truth.

– 2 Timothy 2:15 (NRSV)

2020 Board of Elders 2020 Deacons

Jackie Peggy Allison

Cheryl Arthur

Judy Kay Brill

Elizabeth DeVore

B.J. Dollahon

Carol Elrod

Judge Bob Farris

Pam Hillis

Jim Inhofe  II

Ted Jacobs

Julie Kelly

Becca Kibui

Steve Krohn

Joe Land

Glenn Don Leslie

Urbanus Masaku

John McCormack

Ryan McCracken

David Osterholt

Lindsay Patterson

David Raybourn

Denise Rounds

Carol Rowland

Scott Shepherd

Adam Smith

Andrea Smith

Kelly Spencer

Katy Swan

Spurgeon Gachungi 
Wambugu

Kathy Winslow

2020 Deacons



2020 Board of Trustees
First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa Foundation
The Board of Trustees of the First Presbyterian Church Foundation is responsible for oversight, management and  
safe guarding of the foundation’s endowment. Our investments and assets are held in the form of cash, equities, bonds,  
and mineral interest royalties.

The Board of Trustees is made up of nine members of the Church who are elected to three-year terms with three  
new members elected each year and three members rolling off. The board members for 2021, 2022 and 2023 are:

The endowment value began the year at $21,060,057. Market appreciation during the year was $2,531,675.

Beginning Value – January 1, 2020 $ 21,060,057
Investment Gains During 2020 $  2,531,675
Net Contributions / Withdrawals $        (461,190)
Value of Endowment at 12/31/2020 $ 23,130,542

The Trustees continue to engage the Bank of Oklahoma to provide active management of the Foundation assets. During 2020, our 
foundation experienced growth in the financial markets and the receipt of some generous gifts from member’s estates. At year end 
2020, our Endowment value was $23,130,542 which included generous gifts received in the year of approximately $400,000.

Earnings of the foundation are an important source of funding on an annual basis for programs and missions of First Church, which is 
provided from earnings of the Endowment. In 2020, the foundation distributed $761,000 for Church programs and missions and paid 
management fees of $85,000. The five broad ministry categories supported by Foundation earnings are:

• Music and Worship
• Scholarship and Education
• Nurture and Care of Families
• Local and Global Missions
• Long Term Facility Maintenance and Repair

What can be said about 2020? The markets had a period of extreme sell off and a dramatic recovery in the fourth quarter to allow a very 
nice gain in invested assets. We are pleased about that turnaround and the end results.

The pandemic shut down our program activities in a significant way. Our goal was to expand the Legacy Society in a dramatic manner, 
complete with programs, pins for participants and a lovely art piece representing the families who have committed a planned gift to 
First Church. These things were done, but the campaign was put on hold pending COVID-19 relief. We leave the opportunity to secure 
our future in the hands of those who follow with optimism.

The progress made is testimony to the continued efforts of our committees and the significant contribution of volunteer director Kim 
Jones. We are pleased to welcome Katie Williams to a part-time staff position replacing long time director Elaine Horkey who retired.

We continue to believe that to secure the future of our wonderful facilities and continue our commitment to the necessary programs 
we must endow First Church. We would encourage our membership to support this initiative with your prayers and personal estate 
planning! The continuing goal is to have the endowment reach $50 million.

 
Respectfully submitted,

Edward F. Keller
Chairman 2020

Class of 2021 
Catherine Anderson 
Michelle Hassell 
Matthew Bristow *
 *Chair – 2021

Class of 2022
Holbrook Lawson * 
Mike Neal 
Jason Pugh
 *Chair – 2022

Class of 2023
Amy Tingleaf 
Todd Schuster 
Bob Pielsticker
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2020 Trustees

Andy Allen

Catherine Anderson

Bruce Blackman

Matthew Bristow

Jan Creveling

Michelle Hassell

Ed Keller

Holbrook Lawson

Vic Morgan

Mike Neal

Jason Pugh



• 2019 annual revenues of $4,026,112 were more than expenses of 
$3,919,842, resulting in a $160,270 increase in the operating reserve. 

• The 2020 budget of $4,080,962 was approved by the Session on February 
25, 2020, at its stated Session meeting. The 2020 budget is $100,210 
more than the 2019 budget. The budget will fund the First Church Worship, 
Discipleship and Mission ministries as more fully described on page 35 of 
the annual report. The motion was made, seconded and the 2020 budget 
was approved by unanimous voice vote.

• An independent auditor’s report on the Church’s financial statements 
from the year ended December 31, 2018, was received in September 
2019, with no exceptions indicated.

• Insurance coverage was extended for the period of February 1, 2020, to 
February 1, 2021, that provides for the replacement cost of the facilities 
and includes general liability, automobile, comprehensive crime, 
workers’ compensation and director and officer liability coverage.

• The Personnel Committee reported to Session that the “Terms of 
Call” for all Pastors had been reviewed with the EOP General Presbyter 
and that each met or exceeded minimum guidelines set by Eastern 
Oklahoma Presbytery as required by the Book of Order.

Trustee’s Report: Due to time constraints, the congregation was referred 
to the trustees report on Pages 26 & 27 of the annual report.

Election of Officers: (3 Trustees, 10 Elders and 10 Deacons to the Class 
of 2023 and one elder in the Class of 2021 as a replacement.) Officers are 
nominated by the congregation and selected by the Nominating Committee 
with the power of the Holy Spirit.

Election of Trustees to Class of 2023: On behalf of the Nominating 
Committee, the secretary announced the nomination of Amy Tingleaf, 
Eric Olson, and Robert (Bobby) Pielsticker as Trustee in the class  
of 2023.  

Election of an Elder to Class of 2021: On behalf of the Nominating 
Committee, the secretary announced the nomination of Angela Garrett 

as elder for the class of 2021 to replace elder, Kelly Brandenburg,  
who resigned. 

Election of Elders to Class of 2023: On behalf of the Nominating 
Committee, the secretary announced the nomination of Maxwell Asare, 
Dacia Bird, Janine Burlin, Debbie Favell, Rusty Gaddy, Patrick Kirunda, 
Elisa Mangesho, Anne McCoy, Amy Russell and Jim Scheiper.

Election of Deacons to Class of 2023: On behalf of the Nominating 
Committee, the secretary announced the nomination of 8 of 10 Deacons 
for the class of 2023, including Sheri Allen, Michael Homan, Cindy 
Johnson, Lucy Kamande, Clint McQueen, Ed Slier, Dylan Seibert, and 
Julie Steiner. 

The moderator asked for additional nominations from the floor and none 
were made. He then called for a motion with a second from the congregation 
to approve the election of each officer mentioned. The motion was made, 
seconded and slate of officers was approved by unanimous voice vote.

Dr. Miller expressed his thanks to members of the 2020 Nominating 
Committee working through difficult times to discern calling officers to 
serve the Lord in the coming years: Ara Jacobson-Chair, Dru McQueen-Vice 
Chair, Congregational Representatives Roy Ames, Kelly Brown, Larry Ewing, 
Carolyn Neely, and John Woolman. Also, Elizabeth DeVore and Pam Hillis 
representing the Board of Deacons plus Matthew Bristow and Holbrook 
Lawson representing the Board of Trustees.

Due to time constraints, the traditional “Year in Review” and other 
comments from the Pastor were not presented. Dr. Miller asked for a motion 
to dismiss the meeting, which was made and seconded and the Annual 
Meeting was adjourned by unanimous voice vote and with prayer at 
12:25 p.m.

 
 
 
Rev. Dr. James D. Miller  Gary S. Mathews 
Moderator   Secretary

A called meeting of the congregation was held on Sunday, December 13, 2020 
in the sanctuary at 12:15 p.m. for the annual report of the congregation and 
corporation. The Rev. Dr. James D. Miller served as moderator and called the 
meeting to order with an opening prayer at 12:15 p.m. Due to the impact of 
COVID-19 on all of our services since March 1, this annual meeting was postponed 
by Session from the scheduled March timeframe. Session further approved 
that the meeting be held in the Sanctuary and included on our Livestream online 
platform. The 10 percent active member quorum required in our bylaws was also 
set aside to include those attending to count as a recognized quorum. After the 
11:00 a.m. service, the moderator called acting Clerk Gary Mathews forward, who 
served as secretary of the meeting. The secretary noted that Session had called 
the meeting as required by the Book of Order and the FPC Bylaws with exceptions 
approved by Session. Notice was properly given per the Book of Order and a 
quorum of the congregation was present. The Secretary announced the Agenda 
for the called meeting as follows:

• Announcement of the corporate officers for 2020 & 2021
• Reports from the Clerk of Session and Treasurer
• Election of Officers to the Class of 2023 and a replacement for the  

Class of 2021
• Report from Pastors and Other Information

Copies of the 2019 FPC Annual Report were made available to all in attendance, 
which included membership statistics, financial report, 2020 budget and the FPC 
Foundation financial report. It was announced that copies of the detailed 2020 
annual budget are available from the business office upon request. 

Corporate Officers: The Secretary presented the following report:

• The FPC-Tulsa Corporate Officers for 2020, as defined by the FPC 
Bylaws, are:

President:  Chair of Trustees Ed Keller
Vice President:  Trustee Matthew Bristow
Secretary:  Trustee Catherine Anderson
Treasurer: Elder Victor Morgan (Session Chair of Finance  
 and Stewardship)

• Since we are reporting late in the year, the FPC-Tulsa Corporate Officers 
for 2021, as defined by the FPC Bylaws, are:

President: Chair of Trustees Matthew Bristow
Vice President: Trustee Holbrook Lawson
Secretary: Trustee Catherine Anderson
Treasurer: Elder Victor Morgan (Session Chair of Finance  
 and Stewardship)

Clerk’s Report: Elder Gary Mathews presented the following report:

• The 2019 membership decreased from 2,711 members to 2,256 members 
for a net decrease in membership of 455. (NOTE: Starting in 2019 
and continuing through the first part of 2020, we have undertaken 
a significant cleaning of the Church Rolls and have deactivated 
additional members to have a current membership of 1,868 as of 
10/31/2020.) We welcomed 54 new members, 14 by confession of faith, 
22 by reaffirmation of faith, one by reinstatement of membership and 
eight from transfer from other Churches. During 2019, 509 members 
were lost from our FPC family, 51 by death, 2 by transfer to other churches 
and 450 whose Membership was deactivated. There are 11 affiliate 
members. The Moderator asked for a motion from the congregation to 
receive the membership report. The motion was made, seconded and 
the membership report was made, seconded and approved by 
unanimous voice vote.

• The minutes of the March 19, 2019 Annual Congregational Meeting were 
included in the annual report. A motion was made and seconded from 
the congregation to approve minutes of the Annual Congregational and 
Corporate Meeting on April 8, 2018, and the Congregational Meeting on 
November 17, 2019, for the election of officers and to release the Rev. Dr. 
Ryan Moore from his Call to FPC. The motion to approve the minutes 
was made, seconded and approved by unanimous voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report: Elder Victor Morgan (Treasurer and 2020 Finance & 
Stewardship Committee Chair) presented the following report:

2020 Congregational Meeting Minutes 
First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa, Oklahoma – Meeting: Sunday, December 13, 2020
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