
2019 Annual Report to the Congregation

life
together

“In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” 
-Ephesians 2:22 



First Presbyterian Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma
Annual Congregational Meeting
I. Opening Prayer 

II. Hymn - To God Be the Glory
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IV. Announcement of First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa Corporation for 2020

V. Approval of the Minutes from the 2019 Annual Meeting and the  

 Congregational Meeting on November 17, 2019

VI. Presentation of Membership Statistics for the Year Ended  

 December 31, 2019

VII. Presentation of the 2019 Financial Results and the  

 2020 Operating Budget

VIII. Update from the Board of Trustees

IX. Updates from the Pastor

X. Update from the Personnel Committee

XI. Year in Photos 2019

32



It’s hard to read over this report and not feel the heart touched by a deep sense of gratitude. The Lord’s abundant goodness, 
His sustaining grace, and His ongoing redemptive work in and through this congregation is everywhere visible. 

The steady and faithful spiritual practices of worship, prayer, and Bible reading are evident and serve as the high-octane fuel 
for everything else that happens in and through this body of believers. In a culture where worship attendance is in decline, a 
robust and thriving community finds themselves faithfully in worship here. There is much to be thankful for here – even as 
we hear the cautionary words of Scripture:

“Do not neglect meeting together –as some have done—but let us encourage  
  one another, and all the more   as we see the Day approaching.”

       – Hebrews 10:25

Looking through this report, we see quiet, faithful ministries everywhere – and within every demographic, both within and 
outside of First Church. 

Our growth in the area of Children’s Ministries required a significant structural change and an expansion in our classroom 
space. These are exactly the kind of problems that we pray we will encounter – again and again!  

The ministries of the Deacons are expansive and function in many ways as the heartbeat of Christ within the Church. Many 
lives are touched through these efforts. Debbie Favell, as the moderator of the Board of Deacons, led this group of leaders 
with a tender heart and a clarifying vision.

The Pastor’s Report
Looking back and seeing His grace

Every congregation needs to congregate and First Church is certainly doing that! The K-Group ministry led by Phillip Bowman 
continues to grow. Small groups are gathering throughout Tulsa, sharing study and life together. More groups are forming. There is 
much good news in this as well. 

In November of last year, we joined for a special dinner celebrating the completion of the 8:10 Mission Campaign. Welcoming 
Jill Donovan from Rustic Cuff as our keynote speaker, we gave thanks for the Charlie and Peggy Stephenson family’s vision and 
generous support, for Bobby and Beth Pielsticker’s gifted co-chairmanship in the fundraising, and for the joy of being able to embark 
upon the greatest mission effort that this congregation has ever known in all of her 135 year history. It’s hard to overstate the 
importance of this to the DNA of this family of faith. We have always been a missionary congregation and this new chapter sets the 
sights high as we move ahead. 

Dr. Patrick Grogan serves as the chair of the 8:10 Project Council. Significant mission initiatives are expected to be brought to the 
Session in the coming months and years. It’s an exciting time to look outside of First Church and seek the Spirit’s guidance as we 
demonstrate Christ’s love for our city. 

We were surprised by the unexpected news of Dr. Ryan Moore’s call to pastor the First Presbyterian Church of Nashville, Tennessee. 
Ryan’s ministry among us was rich and fruitful and we miss him and his family still. Nonetheless, the pastoral staff remains strong 
and more than ready for the immediate challenges presented by this departure. 

Elaine Horkey retired from her long and faithful work as our development director for the Board of Trustees. She will be missed – 
although her presence will remain as a faithful member of the Church – and the choir! 

But no matter where we look, we have seen the Lord’s hand faithfully navigate this 
congregation amid all the changes of 2019. We have every reason to remain in Him as 
we enter a new year. 

A special word of gratitude to each of my pastoral colleagues, the entire staff of First 
Church, and to two of the finest Clerks of Session (Gary Mathews and Robbie Burke) 
that a Session could ever pray for! 

As the great apostle put it: 

“I am confident that the One who began a good work in you will   bring it   
  to completion.”            
       –Philippians 1:6

I am grateful to serve the Master among you!

With all my heart, 

James D. Miller 
Pastor 

It is not simply to be taken for granted that the Christian has the  
privilege of living with other Christians ... It is by the grace of God that  
a congregation is permitted to gather visibly in this world to share God’s 
Word and sacrament.

Let us praise God’s grace from the bottom of our hearts. Let us thank 
God on our knees and declare: ‘It is grace, nothing but grace, that we are 
allowed to live in community with Christian brothers and sisters.’ ”

– Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “Life Together”

‘‘
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Life Together:

as the Body of Christ
We WORSHIP

2019 Worship Highlights
• In 2019, we celebrated 31 baptisms

• Worship 101 equipped 50 children each Sunday to lead worship as 
liturgists, ushers, acolytes and joyful members of their choir

• More than 150 adults participated in First Church Music Ministries

• Next Generation music programming included 150 children and 
youth through Worship 101, AWANA, VBS, Children’s Live Nativity 
and Youth Choir

• Chancel Choir provided worship music for the National Fellowship 
Gathering and attended the “Sing! Getty Music Conference”  
in Nashville

• Maestro Ron Pearson performed his 46th Annual Organ Concert

• Tulsa International Fellowship (TIF) rang in the New Year with 
worship and fellowship

Our life together finds its meaning and mission as we join the Church in  
 all times and places singing “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!”  

 As we praise the triune God, we encounter His grace and are transformed  
 by His Spirit, and called into service as members of the body of Christ. In our  
 worship, we rehearse the mighty acts of God and bear witness to God’s love  
 for all the world in Jesus Christ.

“Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name...  
 Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.” 

–1 Chronicles 16:29

We are better together. Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12 confirms 
these truths. We are rewarded for our work – together. We lift each 
other up in times of need – together. We keep our hearts warm for God – 
together. We overcome powers stronger than ourselves – together. Our 
fellowship is stronger – together. 

Together our cord cannot be broken – we are more powerful together. 

Where two or three are gathered in God’s name, God is also there with 
them. They are better together!” 
   –Rev. Wambugu Guchungi

“

             Worship
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Faith is not static, but must grow. The Apostle Paul speaks of the 
Corinthian church as ‘abounding’ in faith (2 Cor. 8:7) and he looks  

for that faith to increase in all who would follow Jesus (2 Cor. 10:15). 

Faith means coupling the recognition of the impossibility of achieving 
salvation with the acceptance of the truth that God has done all that  
is necessary. 

Faith is belief, it is trust and it is obedience to God out of gratitude for 
Christ’s saving work on the cross.

continued on next page ...

We often are told that our kids are the Church of tomorrow.  
I disagree. While they will become the Church of tomorrow, they are the 
Church of today. They are called by the Lord of the Church just as we are, 
they are called to trust the Lord just as we are and they have particular 
mission fields in the same way that each of us has a place to which we 
have been called.

There is nothing more important we can do for our kids than to help them 
come to know, love and serve the Lord Jesus Christ. At the end of the day, 
this is the one thing that matters. When we get this right, everything else 
kind of falls into its proper place.” 

–Rev. Dan Hutchinson

2019 Discipleship Highlights
• Children’s Ministries, Youth Ministries and UKIRK provided a path to 

learning for our young people 

• More than 100 children attended AWANA each Wednesday evening for 
Bible learning and fun 

• 35 adults served as AWANA servant volunteers

• Children’s Ministry introduced new curriculum, formed new groups 
and reorganized classrooms

• Mid high students gathered for P.O.W.

• Ninth graders went through Confirmation

• Senior high students participated in Life Groups

• College students met for mid-week Bible study on the book of 
Colossians and the Lord’s Prayer over the summer

• Young Adult Ministry held monthly community nights and Theology 
on Tap sparked conversation on life and faith

• Sam DeVore and Leah Craddock served as Heather Davis Interns 

WE GROW
Life Together:

in discipleship

Discipleship
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• A new K-group for parents of teenagers was formed 

• Downtown Theological Roundtable was created to discuss theological  
and Christian histories

• Little Lambs celebrated its second anniversary meeting Monday mornings 

• More than 25+ classes were taught each week by ministers and lay leaders

• New marriage class was taught at Wednesday Night Downtown by Jerry 
and Anne McCoy

• An in-depth study of questions about faith called, “The Reason for the Hope,” 
was taught by Rev. Dr. Jim Miller

• History and Archives launched the first of a four-part, year-long exhibition, 
The Book: The Bible through Time and Space which included the  
Apollo Bible

2019 Discipleship highlights continued ...

“The Lord brings the Church together, draws upon the gifts of  
  each member, and brings out the best in each of us.” 

–Dr. James D. Miller

WE GROW
Life Together:

in discipleship

“For where two or three are gathered in  
 my name, there am I among them.”

–Matthew 18:20
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Much of the life of God is lived in a downward  
 direction -– from heaven to earth, from earth to  

cross, from cross to grave. The Incarnation, God’s Son 
putting on flesh to dwell with us, is a love “so amazing,  
so divine, that it demands our souls, our lives, our all.”  
On the night that he was betrayed, Jesus picked up a  
basin and towel to wash the feet of his disciples. The King  
of all became the greatest servant of all.

And the resurrected Jesus reminds his disciples, then and 
now, that we are to be sent into the world as God the Father 
sent the Son. We are to live out Christ’s own life of service to 
a broken and hurting world.

Local Mission Highlights
• Raised $20,000 in partnership with First Baptist and First Baptist Church North Tulsa and 

built a Habitat for Humanity house and Bob Farris was honored as a dedicated volunteer 

• Just under $2,000 was raised at the Third Annual Chili Cook-off for math tutoring for our 
Partner-in-Education school, Emerson Elementary 

• Conducted community nights and outreach events for students and families of  
Emerson Elementary 

• Works of HeArt served clients at the Day Center for the Homeless Monday mornings  
with craft and other activities

• Helping Hand Ministry supported 6,335 individuals with $445,129 in support

Global Mission Highlights
• Pathfinders conducted a mission trip to Voice of Hope in West Dallas and Exodus traveled 

to Memphis, Tennessee

• Eight parishioners participated in a Medical Mission to Valladolid visiting five villages  
and helping 50-70 patients daily, and distributed hundreds of reading glasses

• Observed Freedom Sunday in September and generated support for International 
Justice Mission (IJM), an organization working to end slavery and injustice around  
the world

• Rev. James Estes, Faith and Rev. Wambugu Gachungi and John Harper traveled to Kenya 
in October to learn about groups supported by contributions from First Church including 
International Justice Mission and The Outreach Foundation

Outreach
• Provided educational outreach to more than 1,200 people by hosting the January Series, 

LeaderTalks Live and Global Leadership Summit 

• Pathfinders and Exodus students passed out 4,000 candy canes and invited Christmas 
Parade-goers to come to Christmas services while adult volunteers served 800 cups  
of cocoa 

• Ministers and volunteers participated in a “Silent Night”-themed Christmas Parade float 
including a full nativity and three wise men

“For we are what he has made us, created  
 in Christ Jesus for good works, which God  
  prepared beforehand to be our way of life.” 

–Eph. 2:10

WE SERVE
Life Together: 

in Christ’s name

Service
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2019 Koinonia/Fellowship Highlights
• Came together in a Church-wide retreat at Frontier Cove  

(New Life Ranch)

• Epiphany was celebrated at Camp Loughridge with the burning of  
the greens and plunge into Lake Parthenia

• More than 400 attended Breakfast on Boston

• Women embraced one another through Presbyterian Women’s Circles, 
Mother’s Day Tea, Sisters in Christ dinner, Sisterhood of Widows 
gatherings and ongoing Bible studies 

• The Children’s Ministries team invited all generations to eat BBQ and  
square dance at the Fall Festival, make gifts during Advent Workshop  
and celebrate Jesus Christ’s saving grace during Spring Festival

• More than 100 children were taught how to grow in the Lord at  
Vacation Bible School supported by 75 volunteers 

• Tulsa International Fellowship (TIF) celebrated its 10th anniversary 

• Children enjoyed a summer movie night with Rev. Wambugu

• Mothers, daughters and sisters enjoyed a beautiful TIF Queen’s Night Gala 
while fathers, sons and brothers enjoyed camping

• College Fall Retreat at New Life Ranch focused around the theme,  
“Life with Christ”

• The College Thursday Night worship at TU team made pancakes for 50 
to 60 students during finals

• Hosted Fellowship Community’s three-day national gathering, “ALL IN: 
Leading with Heart, Soul, Mind and Strength!”  

• Displayed artwork made of 6,000 colorful ceramic petals cascading 
throughout the atrium by Artist Whitney Forsyth 

WE UNITE
in koinonia/fellowship

Life Together: 

The good news the Church has to offer 
the world is that through the cross every 

person, by faith in Christ alone, can enter 
into community with the triune God. Made in 
the image of this God, we only become fully 
human as we do life together. 

As the body of Christ, we are called to make 
disciples of all nations, which is an invitation 
to any and all to come, taste, and see that the 
Lord is good.

“For just as the body is one and  
 has many members, and all  
 the members of the body,   
 though many, are one body,  
 so it is with Christ.” 

–1 Cor. 12:12
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How is the world to know we are followers of Jesus? They will know 
we are his disciples by our love for one another. What does true 

love for one another look like? Jesus says, “Just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another” (John 13:35). We grow in our loving 
care for one another by growing in our relationship with Jesus, as we 
invite the mind of Christ to live in us from day to day. And as our care for 
others grows, so also does our credible and joyful witness in the world.

2019 Caregiving Highlights

• Stephen Ministers, Deacons, Hospital Chaplains and members of 
the Visitation Committee walked alongside those who were grieving, 
ill or facing a difficult chapter of life

• The Sisterhood of Widows provided support, fellowship, friendship 
and practical assistance to widows

• Faith Partners Addiction Ministry hosted a monthly table providing 
helpful information and compassionate conversation

• Guild of Intercessors members dedicated time each day to 
intercede for individuals and groups with specific needs and requests

• TIF members dedicated time for prayer and fasting 

• The Generational Care Ministry hosted monthly lunch and learn 
events and invited guest speakers to talk about topics of interest  
to seniors

“Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we   
  saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or  
  sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ ” 

–Matthew 25:44

We care
Life Together: 

for one another

Caregiving
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Masterwork Academy
Funded by the Mission Committee and special donations, Masterwork Academy grew 
to an enrollment of 45 students from Anderson Elementary. In addition to learning 
art, dance, music and Bible study, the children enjoyed field trips attending Tulsa 
Ballet performances including the “Nutcracker.” In addition to growing their artistic 
talent, the Masterwork students also strengthened their academic disciplines.

• Masterwork students made up 57 percent of Anderson’s gifted and  
talented students

• Six students performed in the range of 60-80th percentile nationally in math

• Five students performed in the range of 60-80th percentile nationally in reading

• 18 students met their math growth goal

• 12 students met their reading growth goal

Helping Hand Ministry
In 2019, Helping Hand Ministry (HHM) disbursed funds in the amount of $445,129, 
providing assistance to 6,335 individuals and family members as follows:

• Food for 25,578 meals to 2,842 households

• Funds to help 2,133 individuals and family members avoid a shut-off of utility services

• Rent assistance to 656 individuals and family members to avoid an eviction from 
their landlord

• Prescription medication assistance to 22 individuals

• Assisted 682 individuals to secure a photo identification card that is necessary to 
apply for a job

• In October the 12th Annual Helping Hands Golf Tournament raised $21,698

Camp Loughridge
Camp Loughridge, located in southwest Tulsa, provides a natural environment for 
Christian growth including summer camps for children, outdoor classroom in spring 
and fall, and year-round rental facility for groups and organizations. Originally Tulsa’s 
first YWCA camp known as Camp Parthenia, the camp site began offering summer 
camps 80 years ago. In 1959, First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa acquired the Camp 
and changed its name to Camp Loughridge in memory of the Reverend Robert M. 
Loughridge and in 1995, it was chartered as an Oklahoma nonprofit. This corporation 
now maintains and operates the 186-acre camp with a full-time, year- round staff. 

• Hosted more than 900 student campers in 2019

 º 229 campers attended through scholarships
 º Autism inclusion program hosted nine students

• 28 FPC groups enjoyed Camp

• Hosted 48 wedding-related events, 40 retreat and 121 other events during the year

Troop 1
• The Troop camped 11 of 12 months, attended five high adventure activities and 

performed more than 2,580 hours of community service in the Tulsa community

• A record 19 of our best young men became Eagle Scouts in 2019 and other Scouts 
earned a combination of 57 full-rank advancements and 204 merit badges to 
advance on the path to Eagle

• At the end of 2019, First Church re-registered Troop 1 with 49 Scouts and 50 Adult 
Leaders, maintaining our tradition of having the longest continuously chartered 
Troop in Oklahoma (and maybe in the USA)

• Followed tradition of camping each month, with 10 regularly scheduled monthly 
campouts in the Oklahoma/Arkansas area, and we offered five high adventure 
programs in 2019

• Elder Bobby Pielsticker served during 2019 as chairman of the Troop Committee

• Elder Ron Hart began his twelfth year as Scoutmaster of Troop 1

First Church  
Affiliate Ministries
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Total active membership 2,256*

• We welcomed over 500 new in-town guests and almost 300  
out of town guests

• The Breadwinner Team delivered bread to 58 households

• We hosted four Inquirers’ classes and welcomed 45 new members and  
nine confirmands

• There were 28 infant baptisms, one adult baptism and two youth baptisms

• 11 weddings were celebrated

• We had eight inurnments and 36 memorial/funeral services

First Church is far more nimble when the membership records are accurate and 
updated. The Session acted to overview and update the First Church records. 
Pastoral letters were sent to inactive members, follow-up happened in many ways 
and much helpful information has been gleaned. The records reflect this effort: 

509 members were removed from the rolls: 

 • 51 by death, eight by transfer and 450 by deactivation 

54 members were welcomed: 

 • 17 by transfer, 37 by profession or reaffirmation of faith 

 • 11 affiliate members

*as of December 31, 2019

Sunday worship schedule continued with five regular services 
and one dedicated Sunday school hour at 9:30 a.m. First Church 
averaged 754 people in worship each Sunday throughout 2019. 
The average weekly attendance* in each of the services was:

 Worship services   Average in worship
 8:00 a.m. (Chapel Service)  92 in worship
 8:30 a.m. (Contemporary Service) 38 in worship
 11:00 a.m. (Traditional Service)  408 in worship
 11:00 a.m. (International Service) 106 in worship
 11:00 a.m. (Contemporary Service) 110 in worship

*In some cases, worship services were combined

Staff Update
• Co-pastor Ryan Moore accepted a call to First 

Presbyterian Church of Nashville

• Director of Planned Giving Elaine Horkey retired 

• Added Sarah Savage as Director of Children’s Ministry

• Children’s Department reorganized with Courtaney 
Miller as Assistant Director of Children’s Ministry (early 
childhood) and Rachael Kamaru as Assistant Director of 
Children’s Ministry (elementary) 

• Louann Buhlinger joined as Director of Communications 

• Paul Marsh joined the communications team as part-time 
Graphic Designer

• Kathy Wilson became the Ministry Assistant for 
Membership

• Beverly Carter joined as the Ministry Assistant for 
Member Care

• Hannah Elliott became the Ministry Assistant for 
Discipleship and Communications

• Braigen Hubbard joined as the Ministry Assistant for 
Missions, Outreach and TIF

• Kiona Tyler became the Ministry Assistant for Next Gen

• Anthony Webb was added to the maintenance 
department

• Masterworks Academy after school program moved to a 
four-day per week program led by Jenette McEntire 

• The following employees were recognized for years  
of service:

  Ron Pearson, 45 years 
  Dionna Schooley, 20 years
  Elaine Horkey, 10 years 
  Jackson Seibert, 5 years
  Eric Baird, 5 years 

2019 Worship Statistics
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• Dissolved the pastoral relationship with the Rev. Dr. Ryan Moore upon 
his moving to First Presbyterian Church of Nashville 

• Established guidelines for use of 8:10 Mission funds and celebrated pay 
off of building indebtedness

• Welcomed 54 new members including nine confirmands

• Conducted 31 baptisms 

• Reviewed and recommended Julia Metcalf for candidacy as a teaching 
elder to the Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery

• Hosted 2019 Gathering of the Fellowship Community

• Elected and sent elder commissioners to Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery 
stated meetings

Board of Elders

“Remember your leaders, those who spoke the 
word of God to you; consider the outcome of  
their way of life, and imitate their faith.”

-Hebrews 13:7We lead together
Life Together: 

Leadership
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• Served as greeters and hosts of receptions following memorial services

• All Saint’s Day memorial service and luncheon was held for those who lost 
loved ones in the previous year

• Each Sunday, Deacons delivered flowers to members in hospitals or to 
assisted living facilities 

• Deacons paired with elders and pastors to make home communion visits to 
extend the Lord’s Table 

• 17th Annual Deacons Day of Care volunteers provided household 
maintenance support for elderly or homebound members 

• Developed relationships with many of the homebound members, visiting 
them on a regular basis 

• Hosted Camp Sunshine, a picnic and day of outdoor activities at Camp 
Loughridge for children undergoing treatment at St. Francis oncology clinic 

• Hosted Thanksgiving Dinner for individuals without family in town

• Hosted  Celebrate Christmas Together for students and faculty members 
of Emerson Elementary School 

• Held an Easter brunch for musicians, choir members and leaders who 
served every Sunday in worship

• Sponsored dementia awareness training and created a family-accessible 
restroom by the Sanctuary 

Board of Deacons

Leadership

We lead together
Life Together: 
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Board of Trustees  

Annual Report
The Board of Trustees of the First Presbyterian Church Foundation is responsible for oversight, management and safe guarding of the 
foundation’s endowment. Our investments and assets are held in the form of cash, equities, bonds and mineral interest royalties.

The Board of Trustees is made up of nine members of the Church who are elected to three-year terms with three new members elected 
each year with three members rolling off. The Board members for 2019 and 2020 are:

The endowment value began the year at $15,140,000. Market appreciation during the year was $3,299,000 (21.8 percent). 

Beginning Value – January 1, 2019 $ 15,140,387
Investment Gains During 2019 (21.8%) $ 3,299,399
Net Contributions / Withdrawals $ 2,621,839
Value of Endowment at 12/31/2019 $ 21,061,545

The Trustees engage the Bank of Oklahoma to provide active management of the Foundation assets. During 2019, our Foundation 
experienced substantial growth thanks to the robust financial markets and the receipt during the year of some generous and 
substantial gifts from member’s estates. At year end 2019, our Endowment value was $21,061,000 million which included a 
remarkable amount of new gifts received in the year of $3.4 million.

Our Foundation is an important source of funding on an annual basis for programs and missions for First Church, which is provided 
from earnings of the Endowment. In 2019, the Foundation distributed $532,000 from Church programs of missions and paid 
management fees of $73,000. The five broad ministry categories supported by Foundation earnings are:

• Music and Worship
• Scholarship and Education
• Nurture and Care of Families
• Local and Global Missions
• Long Term Facility Maintenance and Repair

An important focus of the Trustees this past year was to continue to grow the Legacy Society, which is a group of all Church members 
who have either indicated a bequest to the foundation or who have made a gift during their lifetime. The Legacy Society is an 
increasingly important way for the Foundation to build the resources necessary to sustain First Church and will continue to be a point 
of emphasis in 2020.

Our goal is to grow our Endowment to $50 million, which would secure our ability to maintain our substantial physical plant and 
facilities as well as providing funding for staff and programs. 

The trustees are hopeful that you will take a few minutes to view the Foundation video on our website, which is: 
firstpresbyterianfoundation.org. This video, which is also being shown to each Inquirers Class, emphasizes the importance of the 
Legacy Society to the resourcing of our Church and its future.

Elaine Horkey, who has been the director of planned giving and worked closely with the Trustees for the past 10 years, retired. We 
thank Elaine for her tireless and effective service to our Church and foundation and wish her well in her retirement.

Respectfully submitted, 

Larry J. Bump
Chairmen - 2019

Class of 2019 
Jeanette Kern 
Peggy Welch
Larry Bump*   
*Chair - 2019

Class of 2020 
Ed Keller* 
Andy Allen 
Jan Creveling  
*Chair - 2020

Class of 2021 
Catherine Anderson 
Michelle Hassell
Matthew Bristow

Class of 2022* 
Holbrook Lawson 
Mike Neal
Jason Pugh 
*Effective 1/1/2020

continued on next page ...

continued ...
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