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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Stephenson Hall, 8:30 a.m. 

 

Words of Preparation  
Whereas the Exodus journey ends this week with no room for 
Moses...Leviticus re-invites Moses — and each of us too — into a gift of 
deepening sacred intimacy.                                       Rabbi Menachem Creditor 
 

With the giving of the law comes the divine promise that was given over 
and over again… and that promise of the covenant is 'I will be with you.' It is 
the promise of divine presence.                                                            R.C. Sproul 

 

Prelude                                  Father’s House 
  

Sometimes on this journey I get lost in my mistakes. What looks to 
me like weakness is a canvas for Your strength. My story isn't 
over; my story's just begun. Failure won't define me ‘cause that's 
what my Father does. Failure won't define me ‘cause that's what 
my Father does. 
  

Lay your burdens down. Here in the Father's house. Check your 
shame at the door 'cause it ain't welcome anymore. You're in the 
Father's house.  
 

Arrival's not the endgame; the journey's where You are. You never 
wanted perfect, You just wanted my heart. And the story isn't 
over if the story isn’t good. Failure's never final when the Father's 
in the room. Failure's never final when the Father's in the room. 
Refrain  
 

Prodigals come home, the helpless find hope, love is on the move 
when the Father's in the room. Prison doors fling wide, the dead 
come to life, love is on the move when the Father's in the room. 
Miracles take place, the cynical find faith, love is breaking through 
when the Father's in the room. Jericho walls are quaking, 
strongholds now are shaking, love is breaking through when the 
Father's in the room. Love is breaking through when the Father's 
in the room. Refrain 



2 

Welcome and Call to Worship               Rev. Julia Metcalf  
 

Song of Praise 
Morning by Morning 

 

Daily, daily I surrender; grace for today is all that I need. Surprised 
by a mercy that’s new every morning. Awaken my soul to sing. 
Oh, awaken my soul to sing.  
 

I will trust where You lead. I will trust when I can’t see. Morning 
by morning, great is Your faithfulness to me.  
 

Breath by breath, overtaken by wonder. One step at a time when 
I’m overwhelmed. Strength for today and bright hope for 
tomorrow. Awaken my soul to sing. Awaken my soul to sing.  
 

I will trust where You lead. I will trust when I can’t see. Morning by 
morning, great is Your faithfulness to me. I will trust with all my 
heart, You are good, You always are. Morning by morning, great is 
Your faithfulness to me. 
  

All fear be reminded, my future is secure. My Father has spoken 
and He keeps His every word. Refrain  

 

First Reading                             Exodus 40:1-6                      Elder Steve Metcalf 
 

Prayer of Confession                  Rev. James Estes            
 

Response                       His Mercy is More  
 

What love could remember no wrongs we have done? 
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum. Thrown into a 
sea without bottom or shore, our sins they are many, His mercy  
is more.  
 

Praise the Lord! His mercy is more. Stronger than darkness, new 
every morn; our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 
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What patience would wait as we constantly roam? What Father so 
tender is calling us home? He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, 
the poor. Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. Refrain  
 

What riches of kindness He lavished on us. His blood was the 
payment, His life was the cost. We stood 'neath a debt we could 
never afford; our sins they are many, His mercy is more. Refrain  

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel that there 
is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ 
Jesus.  Alleluia! Amen!   

 

Passing of the Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you! 

 

Affirmation of Faith      (Heidelberg Catechism, Q. & A. 1)  

Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death?  
 

A. That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and 
in death—to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for 
all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the 
tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that 
not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in 
heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my salvation. 
Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of 
eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready 
from now on to live for him. 

 

Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
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Song of Preparation 
  

Before the Throne of God Above 

Before the throne of God above I have a strong and perfect plea;  
a great High Priest whose name is Love, who ever lives and pleads 
for me. My name is graven on His hands; my name is written on 
His heart; I know that while in heaven He stands, no tongue can 
bid me thence depart; no tongue can bid me thence depart.  
 

When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of the guilt within, 
upward I look and see Him there, who made an end to all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free; 
for God the Just is satisfied to look on Him and pardon me; to look 
on Him and pardon me!  
 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Praise the One risen Son of God!  
 

Behold Him there, the risen Lamb; my perfect spotless 
righteousness; the great unchangeable I Am; the King of glory and 
of grace. One with Himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased with 
His blood. My life is hid with Christ on high; with Christ my Savior 
and my God; with Christ my Savior and my God! Refrain  

 

Scripture                  Hebrews 9:1-15 and Leviticus 1:1a 
 

Sermon                                    A Way In 
 The Lord summoned Moses and spoke to him from the tent of the meeting. 

 

The Celebration of Communion 

Words of Institution  
Prayer of Blessing 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 

Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
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Blessing of the Young Disciples    
 

Closing Song                     There is a Name 
 

There is a Name, who reigns without contention, whose power 
can’t be questioned or contained. With humble fame, He rules the 
earth and heavens, His glory knows no measure or refrain, and it’s 
bursting past the border lines of space.  
 

Jesus, enthroned upon the praises of our hearts. Jesus, You’re the 
King and You’re the center of it all.  
 

There is a Name, reaching past the margins, calling sons and 
daughters back to Him. And as He saves, we can hear the roar of 
Heaven, as prodigals are coming home again. Oh the triumph of 
His name will never end. Refrain  
 

For every eye will see, every heart will know, there is no name 
above the name of Jesus. Death could not hold Him down, no 
grave could keep Him bound, all sin and sickness bow to the  
name of Jesus. Refrain  

 

Charge and Benediction 

 

Worship Notes 
 

The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God 
and in honor of Ann McKellar by Jim McKellar and family. 
 

First Friends in the Pews!  What is this? It’s a simple –but very 
effective-- ministry that we all can share by simply offering a warm 
welcome with those who sit near us during worship. Share the joy of 
being a First Friend in the pew! 
 

Services are broadcast on the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox  
channel 3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
 

Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of 
address/phone number or other important family news. Contact  
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Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.  
 

For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary or Stephenson 
Hall, audio headsets are available from the ushers. Also available are 
large-print hymnals and Bibles. 
 

First Church Updates 
 

 A heartfelt welcome to worship! We pray that you’ll sense the     
 presence of Christ here, —and the warmth of this community.   
 

Israel! In the Footsteps of the Master Information meeting: by popular 
request, Dr. Miller leads a pilgrimage to Israel, February 12-28, which 
will be capped at 35. There is an informational meeting today at  
12:15 p.m. in the Kerr Chapel.  
 

World Communion “Festival” Sunday – Next Sunday, October 2, all 
worshipping communities gather for one service only in the Sanctuary 
at 11:00 a.m. Afterwards, join us for the First Family Dinner in 
Stephenson Hall and the Courtyard. Sunday School classes meet as 
normal. 
 

Dr. Miller's weekly Pastor's Class - Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m. (E104) 
and Sundays, at 9:30 a.m. (Stephenson Hall). His discussion is titled: 
"Contemporary Concerns and the Christian Faith. Dr. J. I. Packer's 
classic, Knowing Christianity, a brilliant systematic theology of the 
Bible's message, serves as the driver of our reflections.  The Wednesday 
and Sunday classes cover the same ground.   
 

Sunday New Testament Survey: each Sunday Rev. Dan Hutchinson 
leads an overview of the New Testament exploring major themes, 
authors, and contexts, how it all fits together, its relation to the Old 
Testament, and what it reveals about the person and work of Christ.  
All are welcome!  This class begins today at 9:30 a.m. in room E104. 
 

Wednesday Night Downtown, - Wednesdays, 6:15, with dinner at  
5:15 p.m. in Stephenson Hall.  Adult class offerings include: 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Glimpsing the Glory of God! Examining His Handiwork Experts in 
physics, meteorology, geology, horticulture, and astronomy take 
turns investigating the creation story (Genesis chapter 1). This 
week we are led by Adam Smith, Civil Engineer and Michael 
Grogan, Meteorologist –focusing on “water and sky”.  
 

Seeker’s Bible Study – Greg Fisher takes a deep dive into the 
sermon texts on Leviticus, in room E104, 6:15 – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Deacons Days of Care Kickoff –Sunday, October 1 we will meet at 8:45 
a.m. at Berean Christian Church to help in the Anderson Elementary 
school neighborhood. Then the following three Saturdays of October  
(8, 15, and 22) from 9:00 – noon we will meet at members home to 
help with basic yard care, home chores and maintenance jobs. 
Interested in a team visiting your home? Or to serve on a team? 
Contact Adam Smith, 918-633-1710 –or use the QR code below.  
 

 

 
 
It’s K-Group time! Regroup or join a K-Group as we head into the Fall.  
This year we’re exploring E. James Wilder’s book Renovated: God, 
Dallas Willard and the Church that Transforms, starting the week of 
October 16.  Please contact Phillip Bowman at 918-630-1786 or 
pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org.com for more information.   
 

Book Table Annual Sale, Sunday, October 9 from 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
at the Atrium Book Table. Visit the book table and choose from an array 
of titles on sale for $1-$5.   
 

A six-month “Confirmation Reflections” course for freshmen and 
interested high school youth begins Wednesday, October 26, 6:00 - 
7:30 p.m. in the Powerhouse. Our prayer is that each student will grow 
in their understanding of how faith and life intersect, and confirm their 

mailto:pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org.com
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faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. For more information you 
can go to the First Church website and find confirmation in the events. 
 

Inquirers’ Class – Interested in learning more about First Church? The 
Inquirers’ Class is a perfect place to meet others, get to know some of 
our pastors and ask your questions. Join us: Sundays, October 23, 30, 
November 6, & 13, at 9:15 a.m. in the Miller Library.  For more 
information contact Patricia Hall at phall@firstchurchtulsa.org or  
918-301-1028. 
 

Helping Hands ministry volunteers needed - There is a need for 
volunteers to help at our ministry.  Whether you can commit weekly, or 
just once a month, please reach out to Rev. James Estes. 
 

The Lunch Buddy ministry at Anderson Elementary is growing; there are 
still twelve students needing mentors. If you are interested in the Lunch 
Buddy ministry, please contact Cindy DeVore at 918-630-2636 for more 
information.   
 

We are looking for helpers to serve the Lord’s little ones in our special-
needs classroom on Sundays or Wednesdays. If interested, contact 
Sarah Savage at ssavage@firstchurchtulsa.org. 
 

Faith Partners Addiction Ministry - Faith Partners provides 
intervention, education, and recovery support to individuals and 
families suffering from addiction. If you need help or resources, visit 
the Faith Partners table in the Atrium today. If you have further 
questions, please call Patricia Hall at 918-301-1028 or 
phall@firstchurchtulsa.org.  All calls are confidential. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
mailto:ssavage@firstchurchtulsa.org
mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Parish Register 
 

Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Rob Berry, Laurie Brumbaugh, Dwight 
Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, David Dunning, Mary Ann 
Elliott, Mary Fitzpatrick, Debi Foster, Glenda Goodwin, Gaye Graeler, 
Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Elaine Horkey, Meg Hubler, 
Jeannie Dickey Kelsay, Joyce Kunkel, Susan Lawrence, Carmelitti 
LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Ann McKellar, Jan Miller, David Morgan, David 
Osterholt, Shari Postier, Rosemary Priest, David Raybourn, Carly Rivers, 
Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Tom Sherrill, Bill 
Smith, Isla Smith, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Terry Thomas, Mike 
Tidwell, Larry Tromp, Susan Waldie, and Carolyn Wilcott. 
 

With Gratitude for the Resurrection: Helen Marie Sisler, a member 
since 1964, died on September 20. 
 

Today’s “Letter-of-Well-Wishing” is directed to Mr. Ross Wilson, Irish 
artist, who led our Atrium Art Exhibition on the Resurrection of Lazarus 
last weekend. Please add your name and any note you’d like to share. 
Check for letters outside the Chapel, Sanctuary and Stephenson.  
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THIS WEEK 
 

TODAY 9/25/22  
      9:30 am    Gatherings and Classes 
  11:00 am    Worship, Sanctuary, Stephenson Hall and Great Hall 
 

Monday 9/26/22  
 11:45 am  Guy’s Monday Bible Study, E103 
 

Tuesday 9/27/22  
 9:30 am      Precepts, E100, Denise Rounds  
 

Wednesday 9/28/22 
     11:30 am  Pastor’s Study – Contemporary Concerns & the Christian Faith, E104 
     11:30 am    Downtown Theological Roundtable, 204  
     12:00 pm    Pathways to Hope, 206 
       5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, Stephenson Hall 
        6:00 pm  Awana, Children’s Area 
        6:15 pm  Various Adult Classes 
      6:30 pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
  
       

Saturday 9/30/22  
   8:45 am          Before the Rooster Crows, E103, Phil Rounds    
 

COME, GROW YOUR FAITH! 
TODAY: Adult Classes, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Cornerstone                                The History of Acts                                                  E102 
Faith and Family                          Raising Children Faithfully                 3rd floor Pastors Study 
Forum                           Your Are Never Alone                                             E200 
Harbingers                           Soul Keeping                                                            E202 
Morning Glory                             Prayers and Bible Study                                         E201 
Pastor’s Study 1                          Contemporary Concerns & the Christian Faith  SH 
Pastor’s Study 2                          New Testament Overview                                     E104 
Reflections                                   Daniel                                                                            E103 
Shepherds                                          Who is This Man?                                                        E203      

Sojourners (All Ages)                   Understanding the Old Testament                             E204   

   The Vine (singles/couples)         Revelation Bible Study                                                  E100 
   Westminster             Theology Brewed in an African Pot        Tower Room 

Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)     New Testament Overview                                      E201          
   


