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Transfiguration of the Lord 
Stephenson Hall, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Words of Preparation  
 

The end of the Davidic monarchy and Israel as a political entity… 
had necessitated a radical reassessment of Israel’s identity and 
relationship to God... Had God sent them into exile, or had the 
gods of Babylon been victorious? Were they still the chosen 
people, or had God abandoned them? Was God willing to deliver 
them? Would God remember the promises to Abraham and 
David?                                                    Mark A. Throntveit 

 

Prelude                              Father’s House  

Sometimes on this journey I get lost in my mistakes. What looks  
to me like weakness is a canvas for Your strength. My story isn't 
over; my story's just begun. Failure won't define me ‘cause that's 
what my Father does. Failure won't define me ‘cause that's what 
my Father does.  

Lay your burdens down. Here in the Father's house. Check your 
shame at the door 'cause it ain't welcome anymore. You're in the 
Father's house.  

Arrival's not the endgame; the journey's where You are. You never 
wanted perfect, You just wanted my heart. And the story isn't 
over if the story isn’t good. Failure's never final when the Father's 
in the room. Failure's never final when the Father's in the room. 
Refrain  

Prodigals come home, the helpless find hope, love is on the move 
when the Father's in the room. Prison doors fling wide, the dead 
come to life, love is on the move when the Father's in the room.  
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Miracles take place, the cynical find faith, love is breaking through 
when the Father's in the room. Jericho walls are quaking, 
strongholds now are shaking, love is breaking through when the 
Father's in the room. Love is breaking through when the Father's 
in the room. Refrain 

Welcome and Call to Worship                                     Rev. Wally Johnson                           

 

Songs of Praise                  Joy  

We're choosing celebration, breaking into freedom; You're the 
song; You're the song of our hearts. We cast aside our shadows, 
trust You with our sorrows; You're the song; You're the song of 
our hearts.  

We're dancing to the rhythm of Your heart. We're rising from the 
ashes to the stars.  

You're the joy, joy, joy, lighting my soul. The joy, joy, joy, making 
me whole. Though I'm broken, I am running into Your arms of 
love.  

The pain will not define us. Joy will reignite us; You're the song; 
You're the song of our hearts. The dark is just a canvas for Your 
grace and brightness; You're the song; You're the song of our 
hearts. Refrain  

In the shadows, in the sorrows, in the desert when the pain hits, 
you are constant, ever present, you're the song of my heart. 
Refrain 

New Wine 

In the crushing, in the pressing, You are making new wine. In the 
soil I now surrender, You are breaking new ground. So, I yield to 
You and to Your careful hand. When I trust You I don't need to 
understand.  
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Make me Your vessel. Make me an offering. Make me whatever 
You want me to be. God, I came here with nothing but all You 
have given me; Jesus, bring new wine out of me.  

'Cause where there is new wine, there is new power, there is new 
freedom, and the kingdom is here. I lay down my old flames to 
carry Your new fire today. Refrain 

 

The First Reading   James 4:1-12                       Laurel Baird, elder 
 

Prayer of Confession         
 

Almighty God and loving Father, we thank you for placing us in 
covenant relationships, in homes and families and friendships. 
Forgive us for taking our vows and promises lightly. Forgive us for 
the breakdown of family life, for misdirected love and for divorces 
entered lightly, for failing to give time to our families, for failing to 
teach and live by your values, for neglecting and abusing our 
children. Jesus, our heavenly brother, teach us every day to love 
and serve, to cherish and protect those with whom we live. In 
your name we pray. Amen. 

 

Response to Confession 
I Will Wait For You 

Lord, from the depths I call to you; Lord, hear me from on high 
and give attention to my voice when I for mercy cry.  

Out of the depths I cry to You, in darkest places I will call; incline 
Your ear to me anew, and hear my cry for mercy, Lord. Were you 
to count my sinful ways, how could I come before Your throne? 
Yet full forgiveness meets my gaze; I stand redeemed by grace 
alone.  

I will wait for You, I will wait for You; on Your word I will rely. I will 
wait for You, surely wait for You, till my soul is satisfied.  
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So put your hope in God alone; take courage in His power to save. 
Completely and forever won by Christ’s emerging from the grave. 
Refrain.  

Now He has come to make a way, and God himself has paid the 
price, that all who trust in Him today find healing in His sacrifice. 
Refrain.  

I wait, my soul waits, for the Lord; my hope is in His Word. More 
than the watchman waits for dawn, my soul waits for the Lord.  

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Friends, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. In 
him, we have confidence to draw near to the throne of God’s 
grace. So believe the good news that in Jesus Christ there is 
forgiveness for all who call upon Him.  Alleluia! Amen!   

 

Affirmation of Faith   (The Apostles’ Creed)  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Song of Preparation    Promises  
 

God of Abraham, You're the God of covenant, of faithful promises. 
Time and time again You have proven You do just what You say.  

Though the storms may come, and the winds may blow, I'll remain 
steadfast, and let my heart learn when You speak a word it will 
come to pass.  

Great is Your faithfulness to me. Great is Your faithfulness to me. 
From the rising sun to the setting same I will praise Your name. 
Great is Your faithfulness to me.  

God from age to age, though the earth may pass away, Your word 
remains the same. Your history can prove there's nothing You 
can't do; You're faithful and true. Refrain  

I put my faith in Jesus, my anchor to the ground. My hope and 
firm foundation, He'll never let me down. Refrain 

 

Second Reading               Ezra 9:3-15 
 

Sermon             Exodus Again                               Rev. James Estes 
For we are slaves. Yet our God has not forsaken us in our slavery. Ezra 9:9 

 

The Celebration of Communion 
Words of institution  
Prayer of Blessing 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

 

Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
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Closing Song              Hymn of the Holy Spirit 

Holy Spirit, guide my vision, help me see the way You see. Always 
Jesus, ever Jesus, Christ in all as Christ in me. Holy Spirit guide my 
speaking, words of grace and truth abound. Let my lips be filled 
with stories of the mercy that I've found.  

You're the light. You're my path. You're the Shepherd of my soul. 
All I am, all I have, Holy Spirit, lead me on.  

Holy Spirit, guide my hearing, wake my ears to words You speak. 
In the thunder, in the stillness, let Your voice be clear to me. Let 
Your voice be clear to me. Refrain  

Holy Spirit, lead me onward, walking through the great unknown. 
Trusting, leaning, holding, clinging, ‘til the day You lead me home. 
Refrain 

 

Charge and Benediction 
 

Worship Notes 
 

The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of Jackson and Lena Nafe, by Carol, Griffin and 
Stephanie Elrod. 
 

Services are broadcast on the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox channel 
3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
 

Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of 
address/phone number or other important family news. Contact Kathy 
Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.  

 
 
 
 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Sermon Notes 
 

The book of Ezra recounts the return of the Israelites from exile to 
rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. The events of the book span more 
than eighty years, and here is a basic outline of the events and timeline: 
 

Chs 1-2 The Israelites return and resettle the land                538 BC 
Ch 3  Temple rebuilding and worship begins        537 BC 
Ch 4  Temple rebuilding faces resistance and ceases    536-520 BC 
Ch 5  Temple rebuilding resumes in faith        520 BC 
Ch 6  Rebuilding gains support and Temple is complete      516 BC 
Chs 7 -8 Ezra returns to guide and educate the people        458 BC 
Ch 9  Ezra mourns intermarriage and idolatry  
Ch 10 The Israelites repent and reinstate true worship 
 

Ezra’s issue with intermarriage is not that God’s people took spouses 
from different nations, but that intermarriage has led to idolatry and a 
departure from true worship and obedience. Ezra becomes the chief 
repenter and mourns this reality before God, and his example leads the 
Israelites to repent, covenant with God, and recommit to true worship. 
Overall, this is a beautiful, complex story of fulfilled promises, 
frustrating delays, divine providence, human sinfulness, heartfelt 
repentance, and covenantal commitment. It reminds us how gracious 
God is and how much we need Christ. 
 

First Church Updates  
 

Welcome to First Church! We pray that you’ll sense the warmth of this 
congregation and the presence of Jesus, the Author of every blessing.   
 

Ash Wednesday Worship Service - Join us this Wednesday, March 2 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary for the Ash Wednesday Worship service.  
During the service you can elect to have ashes placed on your forehead.  
There will be a dinner at 5:30 p.m. in Stephenson Hall.   
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All Church Retreat: New Life Ranch (Dry Gulch location),  
March 25-26. We welcome back Dr. Ryan Moore as our Keynote 
Speaker –and the entire Moore family. Questions about the retreat?  
Check out the table in the Atrium today. You can register by going 
online at FirstChurchTulsa.org/All-churchRetreat22 or contacting 
Hannah Dischner at 918-301-1019, helliott@firstchurchtulsa.org.  
Pastors’ Class today: 9.30 a.m.  

 

Mere Christianity: led by Rev. James Estes, Stephenson Hall 
Old Testament Survey, led by Rev. Hutchinson, E104.  

 

Monday School meets every Monday at noon in room E104.  Join  
Dr. Wes Vander Lugt in Slow Faith: A Study in the Psalms. As the 
church’s inspired prayer book, the Psalms are the preeminent guide for 
a kind of slow faith, inviting us to participate in a slow story of a slow 
God.  
 

Getty Concert Tickets are on sale now! On Friday, April 8, modern 
hymn writers, Keith & Kristyn Getty, and their band will present a 
concert at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, as part of their Christ Our Hope 
concert tour. Tickets are $35. You can buy tickets in the Atrium this 
Sunday and on the following Sundays: March 6, March 27, and April 
3.  Tickets are also available at the church during business hours, or 
online at www.firstchurchtulsa.org/Getty22.  Invite your family and 
friends!  
 

Interested in “Discussion Theology”? Please join the Downtown 
Theological Roundtable on Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in 
room E206 for a discussion of G. K. Chesterton’s book, Orthodoxy.  
Contact Phillip Bowman at 918-630-1786 or 
pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org for more information.  
 

 
 

mailto:918-301-1019,%20helliott@firstchurchtulsa.org
http://www.firstchurchtulsa.org/Getty22
mailto:pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Weekly Lenten Groups: you’re to join a six-week Lenten study, 
“Encountering the Great I Am”, beginning the week of March 6 and 
continuing through Easter. Please contact Phillip Bowman 
at pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org or 918-630-1786 to join a 
group.  You can also sign up 
at https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/Registrations/Info/f3832f2d-
45eb-4038-94c9-ae2f0147f9b2 
 

Presbyterian Women’s February Mission Project is Disaster Assistance 
kits. They are collecting hand towels, wash cloths,  
wide-tooth combs, nail clippers, bars of soap (bath size, and individually 
wrapped), toothbrushes, (single in packaging) and  
adhesive bandages. There will be a container in the atrium on Sundays 
and Wednesdays for these items.  
 

Pathways to Hope – Coping with Grief – We grieve for many reasons: 
the loss of a loved one, losing a job or career, the end of a marriage or 
relationship…. Pathways to Hope is a five-week class, led by Rev. Wally 
Johnson, that explores ways to cope with grief, employing the Psalms of 
Lament. Join us in the Miller Library on Wednesdays from noon to 1:00 
p.m. --starting March 2 and continuing through March 30. Register for 
the class by clicking the QR code or call Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029. 

 

 
 

 
 

Pray-ers Ministry  - Did you know that someone has been praying for 
you throughout the year? The Pray-ers Ministry is a group of 70-plus 
First Church members who engage in daily prayer for our members. 
Every year, each Pray-er is assigned seven individuals and/or families to 
pray for by name daily for the period of one year. If you would like to 
join this quiet ministry, please contact Hannah Elliott at 
helliott@firstchurchtulsa.org or 918-301-1019. 
 

mailto:pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org
https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/Registrations/Info/f3832f2d-45eb-4038-94c9-ae2f0147f9b2
https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/Registrations/Info/f3832f2d-45eb-4038-94c9-ae2f0147f9b2
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Petra Kids Ministries Banquet – Save the date, Friday, April 29,  
At 6:00 p.m. in Stephenson Hall will be the annual PKM banquet, 
Rooted, Pamoja Tunashinda, “Together We Win”.  
 
The Book – The Bible Through Time and Space exhibition opens 
Sunday, March 6 in the atrium. The Word in Art, the redesigned Lenten 
exhibit, features a mid-1800 edition noted for black and white 
engravings, the John Brown Bible published in 1859 and The Life of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ published in 1899 with engravings by French painter, 
J. James Tissot, for docent tour information, call the church at 918-584-
4701. 

 
Parish Register and Prayer Concerns 

 

Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Kari Caldwell, Dwight 
Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, David Dunning, Wandie and 
Mary Fitzpatrick, Debi Foster, Luke Fravel, Al Garbart, Glenda Goodwin, 
Gaye Graeler, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Meg Hubler, 
Caroline Fravel Jones, Jeannie Dickey Kelsay, Ray Kenney, Joyce Kunkel, 
Annelle Lanford, Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Ann 
McKellar, Jan Miller, David Osterholt, Shari Postier, Rosemary Priest, 
David Raybourn, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, 
Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Jane Sneed, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally 
Stewart, Shannon Thomas, Terry Thomas, Larry Tromp, Bill Weinrich, 
Carolyn Wilcott, and Jack Williams. 
 

Sympathy and Prayers to: Ryan Barry on the death of his mother, Carol 
Barry, on January 31. 
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                 Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
On Site:  

Bible Walk                                  The End of the World as We Know It.                              E101 
Cornerstone                         Forensic Faith                                                                      E102 
Covenanters                         Making Sense of the Bible                                                    E205 
Faith and Family                          Old Testament Survey                                                            E104 
Forum                         The Walk                                                                              E200 
Harbingers                         God is Closer than You Think                                             E202 
Pastor’s Study                         Mere Christianity                                             Stephenson Hall 
Reflections                                 Life without Lack                                                                 E103   
Sojourners (All Ages)                  Jonah                                                                               E204                    

   UKirk Grow                                   F.A.I.T.H. Unfolded                                                                   KRC 
   The Vine (Singles/couples)        Ephesians                                                                                   E100                                          
   Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)     Old Testament Survey                                                        E104 
On Site and/or Zoom: 

Shepherds                                   The History of the Church                                                  E203 
Westminster                          Thoughts Matter                                                            Zoom Only 
                                 

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Today 2/27/22  

8:00 a.m.     Worship, Kerr Chapel 
8:30 a.m.     Worship, Stephenson Hall 
9:30 a.m.     Gatherings and Classes 
11:00 a.m.   Worship, Sanctuary, Stephenson Hall and Great Hall  

Monday 2/28/22 
Monday School                      12:00 p.m., E104 
Guy’s Monday Bible Study   11:45 a.m., E103 
Little Lambs                            10:00 a.m., Bernsen Gym 

Tuesday 3/1/22 
          Precepts     9:30 a.m., E100 
Wednesday 3/2/22  
           Soup Dinner                  5:30 p.m., Stephenson Hall  
           Ash Wednesday Service  6:30 p.m., Sanctuary            
Thursday 3/3/21  
           Hearts for the Lord  Zoom Only 
Saturday 3/5/21  

       Before the Rooster Crows   8:45 a.m., E103 
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February 27, 2022 
8:30 Stephenson Hall 

 
Please register your attendance by filling out the information below 

and leave this page on the chair as you leave.  

 
Name __________________________________________ 

 
Email ___________________________________________ 

 
Phone __________________________________________ 

 
Member ________________ or Guest ________________ 

 
go to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister; 

or 
using the QR code below. 

 
 

 


