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The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Stephenson Hall, 8:30 a.m. 

 

Words of Preparation  
For when he saw the sea and the abyss of the love of God towards 
man, and that actually come to pass which never had been looked 
for, and nature’s laws broken, and reconciliations made, Him who 
is above all come down to him that is lower than all, and “the 
middle walls of partition broken,” and the impediments removed, 
and many more things than these done besides; in one word he 
hath put before us the miracle, saying, “Now all this was done 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord.”   

                 St. John Chrysostom, Homily V on Matthew 1:22-23 
 

Prelude                                              This Hope 
All of creation waits for You to set it free and finally be made new.  
And so we too await adoption as your sons and daughters; oh, this 
hope. 
 

Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know 
how to pray.  He who searches our hearts knows the mind of God 
and intercedes for us, according to His will.  And all will be made 
good for those who love Him.  Amen. Refrain 
 

Those who He predestined He has also called, and those He called 
He justified.  What then shall we say, for He did not spare His son, 
Jesus Christ, who died.  Jesus justifies, and more than that was 
raised, and He sits at God’s right hand.  Oh, His redeeming love, 
interceding for us.  Refrain 

 

Welcome and Call to Worship 
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Opening Song              Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling 
stand; ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in His 
hand, Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to 
demand. 
 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth He stood, Lord 
of lords, in human vesture, in the Body and the Blood, He will give 
to all the faithful His own self for heavenly food. 
 

At His feet the six winged seraph; cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice the cry, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High! 
 

Reading          Genesis 3:8-15 
 

Response                    It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from 

angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold; 

“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all gracious 

King”: the world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

And ye beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 

who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow, Look 

now! For glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; o rest 

beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing. 

For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophet bards foretold, when 
with the ever circling years comes round the age of gold; when 
peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, and the 
whole world give back the song which now the angels sing. 

 

Reading          Isaiah 9:1-7 
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Song of Praise                     Joy to the World 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King; let 
every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, and 
heaven and nature sing, and heaven and heaven and nature sing.  
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found, far 
as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.  
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations 
prove the glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love, 
and wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love! 

 

Reading         Isaiah 11:1-5 
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                   
Almighty and Everlasting God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, but what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our 
neighbor as ourselves. You come to us with righteousness and 
goodness, but we reject you and go our own way. You give 
yourself to us, but we refuse to receive you. Lord, in your mercy, 
forgive us. Pardon and deliver us from our sin, and cleanse us by 
the power of your Holy Spirit…(in silence)   

 
Response to Confession         What Child is This? 

What Child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch 
are keeping? This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard 
and angels sing; haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son 
of Mary.  
Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 
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Nails, spear shall pierce Him through; the cross be borne for me, 
for you. Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Babe, the Son of 
Mary.  
 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own 
Him. The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone 
Him. Raise, raise the song on high; the Virgin sings her lullaby; joy, 
joy for Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle (4) Love 
Paul, Jenette and Sanda McEntire 

 

Hear the words of the prophet Micah: “But you, O Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, who are too little to be counted among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in 
Israel, who coming forth is from old, from ancient days…He shall 
stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell 
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. And he 
shall be there peace.” 
 

Friends, on this, the fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the candle 
of love, remembering that God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only son. He came in humility to seek and to save to the lost. 
So, let us believe and receive the good news, that in Jesus Christ, 
there is indeed forgiveness and abundant life for all who call upon 
his name. Alleluia, amen! 

  
Response of Gratitude      Angels We Have Heard on High  
  

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, and 
the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.  
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?  
Refrain 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.  
Refrain 

 

Gospel Reading             Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Sermon                   A Good Man is Hard to Find         Rev. Dan Hutchinson 
When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. 
And he called his name Jesus.                                                    Matthew 1:24-25 

 

Preparation for Communion      Joseph’s Christmas 
This was not my Christmas wish, to raise the Son of the King.  This 
Holy Child, this   gift to man, of whom the angels sing. I had a 
simple dream of love: a wife, a life, a child. This is not the way it’s 
done, but on us, heaven smiled. 
 

What to think, what to think… The angel said, “Do not fear, do not 
fear all that lies ahead.  She will bear a son, and you will call His 
name “Jesus”.  He will save you from your sins.  He will save us 
from our sins. He will save me from my sins, Amen. 
 

Son of man, but not this man, the one that He’ll call dad.  I’ll give 
my heart and soul and strength, and all the plans I had.  Refrain 

 

Invitation to the Table        
 Words of Institution       
 Prayer of Blessing  
 Sharing of the Bread and Cup  
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Response of Joy              Go Tell it on the Mountain 
 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; Go, tell 
it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. Refrain 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth, 
rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior's birth. Refrain 
 

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, and God 
sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain 

 

Charge and Benediction 
 
 

Worship Notes    
 

The Christmas decorations in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of  
God by the Halliburton family --with gratitude for the “Greens Team”  
past and present, who have beautified the season over the past fifty-  
plus years. 
 

A special thanks to the “Sanctuary Greens Decorating Team”:  
Judy Brill, Minnie and Gary Casteel, Sandy Curtis, Sherye Halliburton, 
Laura, Will and Bevan Keith, Mary Anne and Tom Marberry, Rosemary 
and Rick Priest, Amy and Lance Tate, and Cynthia Wiles  
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The festive exterior wreaths are given to the glory of God  
                                    and in loving memory of: 
 

     George and Daphne Matson, Geordie Matson, Mark Matson, and   
     Michael and Janice Dorndorfer by the Matson family. 

        Joe and Betty Hawes by Joe and Pam Hawes and family.  
        Vivienne and Allan J. Edwards, Jr. and Duncan Fuller by Ellen,  
        Lindsey, Emily Fuller and family.  
        Jimmie Mathews by the Gary Mathews family. 
 

Services are broadcast on the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox channel 
3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
 
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of 
address/phone number or other important family news. Contact Kathy 
Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.  

 

Parish Register 
 

Prayers for Healing: Jeanette Anderson, Jane Azlin, Johanna Boshuizen, 
Billy Boyd, Pat Brown, Eleanor Carmack, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn 
Davis, Donna Droege, Wandie and Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Debi 
Foster, Luke Fravel, Gary Gilliam, Glenda Goodwin, Gaye Graeler, 
Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Meg Hubler, Caroline Fravel 
Jones, Jeannie Dickey Kelsay, Ray Kenney, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle 
Lanford, Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Ann McKellar, 
Jan Miller, Rosemary Priest, David Osterholt, David Raybourn, Tom 
Reynolds, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert 
Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Terry Thomas, 
Mary Lee Torbert, Quendy Veatch, Dayne Weierbach, Bill Weinrich, and 
Jack Williams. 
 

Sympathy and Prayers to: Carolyn Perryman on the death of her 
daughter, Patricia Orbison, on December 9. 

 

 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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First Church Updates  
 

We sing our way to Bethlehem! We’re glad to be together in worship 
on this the fourth Sunday of Advent!  May the Lord’s presence deepen 
our love for Him, and our desire to serve His purposes!  
 

Christmas Eve services and Christmas Day worship are listed below:  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you for your faithful giving to support the ministries of this 
congregation! Your gifts, energy and devotion are expressions of the 
presence of Christ in the world He loves. The Session of First Church is 
at work on the 2022 budget. Your commitment cards will greatly assist 
them in their work.  
 

 
 
 

Come to Bethlehem and Sing! 
Christmas Services: 

 

December 24: Christmas Eve 
(all are candle-lighting) 

 

      3:00 p.m.    Carols and Communion               Stephenson 
      5:00 p.m.    Children’s Live Nativity                Sanctuary 
      7:30 p.m.    Lessons and Carols                  Sanctuary 
    11:00 p.m.    Watchnight                   Sanctuary 

 

December 25: Christmas Day 
11:00 a.m.   Chapel Service 

 
December 26: Festival Sunday 

One Worship Service: 11:00 Sanctuary 
9:30 Pancake Breakfast  

No Sunday School 
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Greeters Sign up for Christmas Eve!  Singles, couples and families, 
please sign up using the QR code below or contact Patricia Hall at  
918-301-1028/phall@firstchurchtulsa.org.  You will be a blessing to 
many! 

 
 

Keith and Kristyn Getty Concert, April 8, 2022, in the FPC Sanctuary! 
Give your loved ones the gift of joyful music and worship. Purchase 
tickets before December 31 and save $5. The discount is automatically 
applied at checkout.  Purchase tickets at 
www.FirstChurchTulsa.org/Getty22.  After December 31, tickets will 
return to the regular price of $35 each.  All tickets are General 
Admission seating. 
 

Save the Date for the next Inquirers Class!  Every Sunday, starting at  
9:30 a.m., January 16 through February 6: come and ask questions, 
make new friends and meet our pastors. For more information please 
contact Patricia Hall 918-301-1028, phall@firstchurchtulsa.org or use 
the QR code below to sign up: 
 

 
 

Plan now for the ever-popular “January Series”!  A simulcast from 
Calvin College, the January Series introduces us to remarkable stories 
and gifted speakers from all over the world. Join us beginning Monday, 
January 10 (and each weekday until the 28th) in the Stephenson at 
11:15. Lunch is optional.   
 

 
 
 

mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
http://www.firstchurchtulsa.org/Getty22
mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Sunday Morning Classes will not meet on December 26.   

Join us at 9:30 a.m. for First Family Pancake Festival.   

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Today 12/19/21  

  8:00 a.m.     Worship, Kerr Chapel 
  8:30 a.m.     Worship, Stephenson Hall 
  9:30 a.m.     Gatherings and Classes 

     11:00 a.m.   Worship, Sanctuary and Great Hall  
 
Monday 12/20/21

Guy’s Monday Bible Study        11:45 a.m., Room E103 
Monday School                       12:00 p.m., KRC 
Little Lambs 10:00 a.m., Outside Playground 
 

Tuesday 12/21/21
         Precept Bible Study                     9:30 a.m., Room E100 
 

Wednesday 12/22/21 
 5:30 Nativity Family Dinner Stephenson Hall 
 6:30 Nativity Dress Rehearsal  Sanctuary 
 
Friday 12/24/21 
 3:00 Carols and Communion Stephenson Hall 
 5:00 Live Nativity  Sanctuary 
 7:30 Lessons and Carols Sanctuary 
 11:00 Watchnight Service Sanctuary  
 
Saturday 12/25/21 

  11:00 Christmas Day Service Chapel 
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December 19, 2021 
8:30 Stephenson Hall 

 
Please help us with contact tracing and attendance by filling out the 
information below and leaving this page on your seat as you leave.  

 
Name __________________________________________ 

 
Email ___________________________________________ 

 
Phone __________________________________________ 

 
Member ________________ or Guest ________________ 

or 
going to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister; 

or 
using the QR code below. 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


