
  
 
              
 

 
 
 
 

PENTECOST 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

 
 
 

 

MAY 23, 2021 
8:30 AM 

SANCTUARY 
 

 

 
 
 

 
First Presbyterian Church of Tulsa 

Born by grace in 1885 



1 
 

Pentecost Sunday 
8:30 a.m., Sanctuary 

 

The Introit            O Church, Be Filled With the Power of God 
(Words and Music by Eric Baird) 

 

O church, be filled with the power of God, as from the day of your 
birth. Every nation and tribe and tongue He’s called to declare 
throughout the Earth; His Kingdom is coming, the Bride He’s 
adorning, He’s called us out of the grave. O church, be filled with 
the power of God, for He is mighty to save. 
 

The room was filled with tongues of fire and the world was never 
the same. The Spirit of God, come to dwell within, so that we can 
bear His name. For His Kingdom is coming, His people He’s calling 
to share God’s love in His name. O church, be filled with the 
power of God, for He is coming to reign. 
 

O let’s preach good news to the poor and freedom to all the 
enslaved. There’s liberty and healing for all; we’re set free in 
Jesus’ name.  
 

Once dead in sin, now alive in Christ; baptized in water and fire. 
The Spirit of God fills His church within and sends us out into the 
mire. For His Kingdom is coming, this race we are running, fixing 
our eyes on our King. O church, be filled with the power of God.  
For our joy and His glory we sing. Refrain 

 
The Welcome and Prayer of Pentecost        Dr. Miller                                                     

 

Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord! 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers: 
 

Burn in us this morning, Lord Christ. By Your Holy Spirit, enter 
the deepest chambers of our heart and have Your own way. 
Awaken us to Your lively presence, deal with our sin, create in us 
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an ever-deepening faith. Holy Spirit, grant us a deepening love 
and an eager desire to submit to Jesus as Lord, keen to serve in 
His name.  We await Your fiery cleansing. Come, Holy Spirit, 
come, dwell among us! Alleluia! Amen!   
 

Let us stand in honor, lift our voices,  
and let us worship God!  

 

 The Hymn 129  Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us        EBENEZER 
 

 

 The Prayer of Adoration         
 

Fifty-Three Days Before Pentecost 
 
Narrator:              

Fifty-three days before Pentecost, the prince of darkness struck 
against the Lord’s Messiah. The Gospels tell the story this way: on 
the night in which Jesus was betrayed, he was arrested in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. After a brief interrogation by the 
Sanhedrin, he was convicted of blasphemy and brought to Pontius 
Pilate, the Roman Governor of Judea. After hearing the charges 
and speaking to Jesus, Pilate stood before the chief priests and 
religious leaders and the crowd and offered his verdict… 

 
Pilate:                    Chuck Price  

You brought this man to me as a disturber of the peace. 
I examined Him in front of all of you and found Him innocent of 
the charges against Him. And so did King Herod—for he sent Him 
back here to me, finding nothing wrong. It’s clear that He’s done 
nothing deserving death. I’m going to have Him flogged and 
release Him… 
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Narrator: 

At that, the crowd cried out in anger, and with intensity:   
 
Congregation:  

Away with Him! Crucify Him! Give us Barabbas! 
 
Narrator: 

Again they yelled it out:  
 
Congregation  

Away with Him! Crucify Him! Give us Barabbas! 
 

Pilate: 
Why? What evil has this man done? I find no fault in Him, 
no grounds for any sentence of death. 

  
Congregation: 

Crucify Him! He calls Himself the King of the Jews–but we have no 
King but Caesar! Crucify! Crucify Him!  

 
Narrator:  

Pilate began speaking again, but the crowd cried out all the louder 
and he realized that a full-blown riot was about to begin.  

 
Pilate (walking to the basin of water): 

I wash my hands of this whole mess. I find no fault in Him. I’m 
innocent of this man’s blood! Go ahead: do what you want with 
Him.  
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Narrator:  
And in an astonishing act of political expediency, Pilate handed 
Jesus over to a Roman flogging and crucifixion. Jesus was soon 
crucified, dead and buried. This was fifty-three days before 
Pentecost.  

 

Fifty Days Before Pentecost 
 

Narrator:              Rev. Wally Johnson 
Then it happened. On Sunday, the first day of the week. Some 
women went early to the tomb, found the stone rolled away, and 
as they wondered what had happened, two angels suddenly 
appeared: “Why are you looking for the living among the dead?” 
they asked. “Jesus is not here. He has risen --just as He said!”  
 

For the next forty days the resurrected Jesus appeared and 
reappeared to his disciples, equipping them and preparing them 
for his departure–His ascension into heaven.  

 

The Story of Pentecost: Acts 2 
 

And then, ten days after his ascension, on the day of Pentecost, 
God once again invaded the world He loves–this time in the 
Person of His Holy Spirit.   
 

Those gathered in the upper room were transformed by His 
indwelling presence! And they were given gifts of speaking in 
languages unknown to them. The crowds gathering in Jerusalem 
to celebrate Pentecost heard the good news in their own tongues. 
Simon Peter called them to listen….and began:  
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Simon Peter              Rev. Dan Hutchinson 

Fellow Jews, and all of you who are visiting Jerusalem. Listen 
carefully. You need to get this story of all stories straight:    
 

These people aren't drunk as some of you suppose! They haven't 
had time to get drunk—it's only nine o'clock in the morning.   
 

 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  
 

Joel                        Rev.  James Estes  
Hear the word of the Lord! I will pour out My Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream 
dreams, your young men will see visions. 
 

Even on My servants, both men and women, I will pour out My 
Spirit in those days. I will show wonders in the heavens and on the 
earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
 

The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before 
the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 
 

And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; 
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as 
the LORD has said, among the survivors whom the LORD calls.  

 

Simon Peter 
Fellow Israelites, listen carefully to me.  Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
vindicated by God—the miracles and wonders and signs that God 
did through Him are common knowledge—   
  

This Jesus, following God’s deliberate and well thought-out plan, 
was betrayed by those who took the law into their own hands. 
He was handed over to you. And you pinned Him to a cross and 
killed Him. 
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But God untied the death ropes and raised Him up. Death was no 
match for Him. 
  

 This Jesus, got up. And every single one of us here is a witness to 
that! 
 

Jesus, raised to the heights at God’s right hand, and receiving the 
promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, He poured out the 
Spirit on his people.    
 

 That’s what you are seeing and hearing!  
 

So Israel, and all of you! Know this: There's no longer room for 
doubt—God made Him Master and Messiah, this Jesus who was 
killed on a cross. 

 
Narrator:  

Those listening had their hearts cut to the quick! They were eager 
to respond, many of them crying out for guidance:   

 
Congregation:  

What shall we do? Tell us what we should do! 

 
Simon Peter 

What to do? Open your hearts! Repent and rethink! Be baptized, 
each of you, in the name of Jesus the Messiah, and your sins will 
be forgiven. Welcome this gift of the Holy Spirit! For the promise 
is for you and your children, and for all who are far away—
whoever, in fact, the Master invites. 

 

Narrator:  
That day about three thousand people took Peter at his word, 
were baptized and were added to the community! They 
committed themselves to the teaching of the apostles, the life 
together, the common meal, and the prayers.   
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And we’re invited, even today, to join with them. 
Please join me in prayer:  

  
Congregation:  

Lord, You are here this morning ready with that same blessing 
for each of us.  Cause Your Holy Spirit to fall on us yet again. 
Soften our hearts, awaken us to Your presence.  Grant us 
courage, and hear us when we pray: Come, Holy Spirit, dwell 
among us! Thanks be to You, O Lord, for your grace and mercy! 
Alleluia! Amen! 

  
 The Scripture Reading             Ezekiel 37:1-14                

 

The Homily   Be Rattled           
                           Suddenly there was a noise, a rattling… Ezekiel 37:7 

 

The Response        Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God 
 

Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, breathe new life into my willing 
soul. Let the presence of the risen Lord come renew my heart and 
make me whole. Cause Your word to come alive in me. Give me 
faith for what I cannot see. Give me passion for Your purity, Holy 
Spirit, breathe new life in me. 

 

Holy Spirit, come abide within, may Your joy be seen in all I do. 
Love enough to cover every sin in each thought, and deed, and 
attitude; kindness to the greatest and the least; gentleness that 
sows the path of peace. Turn my strivings into works of grace, 
breath of God, show Christ in all I do. 
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Holy Spirit, from creation's birth, giving life to all that God has 
made, show Your power once again on earth; cause Your church 
to hunger for Your ways. Let the fragrance of our prayers arise, 
lead us on the road of sacrifice, that in unity the face of Christ may 
be clear for all the world to see. 

 

The Invitation to the Table  
  

Words of Institution 
 Sharing the Bread and the Cup 
 The Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    
 

 The Closing Song         Hymn of the Holy Spirit 
 

Holy Spirit, guide my vision, help me see the way You see. 
Always Jesus, ever Jesus, Christ in all as Christ in me. 

 

Holy Spirit guide my speaking, words of grace and truth abound.  
Let my lips be filled with stories of the mercy that I've found. 

 

You're the light. You're my path. You're the Shepherd of my soul. 
All I am, all I have, Holy Spirit, lead me on. 

 

Holy Spirit, guide my hearing, wake my ears to words You speak. 
In the thunder, in the stillness, let Your voice be clear to me. 
Let Your voice be clear to me. Refrain 

 

Holy Spirit, lead me onward, walking through the great unknown. 
Trusting, leaning, holding, clinging, ‘til the day You lead me home. 
Refrain 

 

 The Charge and Benediction 
 

 The Postlude           Improvisation on the tune EBENEZER   
 Please Stand 
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Worship Notes  
 

We’re glad to welcome you on this Pentecost Sunday! We gather to exalt   
Jesus, receive His Spirit, and serve in His name. Join us, today, for a festive 
luncheon immediately following the worship service at 11:00! 
 
Currently, our Sunday worship schedule includes four worship services:  

 8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship – Stephenson Hall  
 
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary 

Also broadcast on Livestream.com, our Facebook page,  
and at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Cox Channel 3.  

       
Livestream.com/FirstChurchTulsa 
Facebook.com/FirstChurchTulsa 

 
11:00 a.m. – Tulsa International Fellowship Worship - Great Hall 
             (See above for Livestream and Facebook links.) 
 

   5:00 p.m. –Vespers - Courtyard 
 
The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and in 
honor of Diane and John McCormack. 
 
Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church! Weekly 
tithes and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at  
firstchurchtulsa.org or text 405-276-4141. 
 
For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are  
available from the ushers.   
 
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone  
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at  
918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org. 
 
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TsgKWttUrdFCutwKYJSwdrr2shUXoDMo2i_yTdwGukvxA_H5jctRGoh68RCQyAiKjsT98xw3ZWwxE_2RJ9K9DY-j6fdxoJp4fEddvxsXGXMcPTfU6TLFgMK8W3cruDncDUro5a-hTIdDHWle3v54Bn5fT45emuD23Buwmju1ayY=&c=t6yn0tHcGN1ZmP1p3j9Lh0gjaq9xJLMTGOBJqcW0kBa85-KxhC1ktQ==&ch=uQ1E-4bxUYOsOiVL9NHbe_uZ51xBm94L3kyaIxsEz7jjNQq9yM9_hQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TsgKWttUrdFCutwKYJSwdrr2shUXoDMo2i_yTdwGukvxA_H5jctRGoh68RCQyAiKPbDY7H9hwFuKrUqIOi8jOH4d03WFHVVrZ2P0xSJ2M0g__xVhVU7BwyHgNM_rZXpPph36YCq0GYpmWVm12f2hsLEENXgD5zuILiwFFnmKchU=&c=t6yn0tHcGN1ZmP1p3j9Lh0gjaq9xJLMTGOBJqcW0kBa85-KxhC1ktQ==&ch=uQ1E-4bxUYOsOiVL9NHbe_uZ51xBm94L3kyaIxsEz7jjNQq9yM9_hQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TsgKWttUrdFCutwKYJSwdrr2shUXoDMo2i_yTdwGukvxA_H5jctRGoh68RCQyAiKjsT98xw3ZWwxE_2RJ9K9DY-j6fdxoJp4fEddvxsXGXMcPTfU6TLFgMK8W3cruDncDUro5a-hTIdDHWle3v54Bn5fT45emuD23Buwmju1ayY=&c=t6yn0tHcGN1ZmP1p3j9Lh0gjaq9xJLMTGOBJqcW0kBa85-KxhC1ktQ==&ch=uQ1E-4bxUYOsOiVL9NHbe_uZ51xBm94L3kyaIxsEz7jjNQq9yM9_hQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TsgKWttUrdFCutwKYJSwdrr2shUXoDMo2i_yTdwGukvxA_H5jctRGoh68RCQyAiKPbDY7H9hwFuKrUqIOi8jOH4d03WFHVVrZ2P0xSJ2M0g__xVhVU7BwyHgNM_rZXpPph36YCq0GYpmWVm12f2hsLEENXgD5zuILiwFFnmKchU=&c=t6yn0tHcGN1ZmP1p3j9Lh0gjaq9xJLMTGOBJqcW0kBa85-KxhC1ktQ==&ch=uQ1E-4bxUYOsOiVL9NHbe_uZ51xBm94L3kyaIxsEz7jjNQq9yM9_hQ==
mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org


10 
 

PARISH REGISTER 
Prayers for Healing: Challa Ashlock, Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Pat Brown, Roy Cail, 
Joan Hastings Camp, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, Wandie and 
Mary Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Caroline Fravel Jones, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike 
Hopkins, Meg Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Maggie Jones, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, 
Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Bob Matthews, Jo Matthews, Jan Miller, Rosemary 
Priest, Janie Quint, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert 
Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Bill Weinrich, and Jack 
Williams. 
 

First Church Updates  
 

Pentecost Sunday First Family Dinner – Join us for a First Family dinner following 
the 11 o’clock worship service for pulled pork sandwiches, fruit, chips and cookies 
in the Courtyard! 

 

Next week, Sunday, May 30, the eyes of the world will be on our city as we 
commemorate the one hundredth anniversary of what many call Tulsa’s Race Riot 
Massacre. We’ll all gather together at 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary: only one 
worship service. The Pastor’s Class, held at 9:30 in the Stephenson Hall, will be 
devoted to the events that happened—and consider the Church’s holy obligation 
as we seek to be faithful in the days ahead.    
 

Today’s Pastor’s Study –Sundays, 9:30 a.m., Dr. Miller guides us through C. S. 
Lewis’ Mere Christianity (repeats on Wednesdays, 11:30). 
 

The Session is glad to report that the Rev. Dan Hutchinson, whose faithful 
pastoral service here at First Church is in its ninth year, has been selected to serve 
as our “Senior Associate Pastor”. Among other things, this means Dan assumes 
the responsibility of “Head of Staff” when Dr. Miller is away. 
 

“The Lab”: First Baptist, North Tulsa, and FPC: Telling our Stories!  If you’d like to 
find your place, please call the church office and let us know. This pilot project is 
necessarily a smaller group of 30 to 35. We’d love to welcome you if the numbers 
allow. Other “Labs” like this are planned for the fall. Rev. Anthony Scott, Professor 
Jerry McCoy, and Dr. Miller lead the discussions. Call Dionna Schooley at 918-301-
1015, if you'd like to participate.  
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How about sharing the gift of hospitality?  As they say, “the Gospel comes with a 
‘housekey’”: we open our homes—welcoming friends and strangers alike to our 
dinner tables or patios. If you’d be willing to host a small dinner/cookout in July or 
August, welcoming new members and others, please contact Ginny Drummond at 
918-497-0665 or ginny11@cox.net  (staff liaison- Patricia Hall). 
 
Make a hands-on impact on John 3:16's Refuge Farm where stories of healing 
and redemption grow alongside tomato and pepper plants. On the 4th Tuesday of 
each month from 9:00am to 10:30am we will gather to do some simple weeding 
and planting…all the while helping the homeless and at-risk of Tulsa. Our first 
gathering will be on Tuesday, May 25. Register on our website at 
www.firstchurchtulsa.org/events or contact Betty Price for more information - 
bprice@firstchurchtulsa.org or 918-301-1039. 
 
The Children’s Ministry remains grateful for the ways in which this congregation 
is wrapping Jesus’ arms around His lambs! Many leaders have returned to serve 
from 9:30 to 10:45 Sunday mornings. If you’d like to add your arms to this 
ministry, please call Courtaney Miller, 918-301-1009. There are many rotational 
models into which you could fit.  
 
Presbyterian Women invite you to bring your canned goods for the Community 
Food Bank throughout May. Please leave your items in the box in the atrium on 
Sunday.    
 
FPC University Ministries: Check out our Gather, Grow, and Serve gatherings  
this week. (Follow us at @ukirktulsa for updates) 

 
Deacons continue to host our "Days of Care" Saturday mornings throughout the 
month of May. Contact Elizabeth DeVore (eldevore7@gmail.com,  
918-728-5327) or Joe Land (dogfaceboy@aol.com, 918-232-1306) for more 
information.  
 

 
 
 

mailto:ginny11@cox.net
http://www.firstchurchtulsa.org/events
mailto:bprice@firstchurchtulsa.org
mailto:eldevore7@gmail.com
mailto:dogfaceboy@aol.com
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Tulsa International Fellowship will be celebrating its 12th anniversary with a full 
weekend. A Family Night & Youth Talent Show kicks of the festivities on Friday, 
June 4 at 7pm. The Women's Conference at 2pm on Saturday. Sunday will be a 
celebratory service at 11:00a.m. with a luncheon immediately following. Contact 
Betty Price with questions: 918-301-1039 or bprice@firstchurchtulsa.org. 
 

Vacation Bible School from June 21 – 25 from 9:00 to noon at Camp Loughridge, 
welcomes children ages Kindergarten through sixth grade. New this year: WeeBS 
(Wee-VBS!) for 3 and 4-year-olds (who are potty-trained)! Registration closes on 
Tuesday, June 1. To register, click on QR code below. 
https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/PublicRegistrations/Event 

 
 

Pathfinder and Exodus Mission Trips – This year we’re staying in Tulsa to serve 
others locally. We hope to have an overnight component (spending the night each 
night) for the week. This is a week-long commitment and not a drop-in and out 
week of service. Registration is now open online; the deadline is Tuesday,  
June 1. The dates are June 21-26, and the cost is $100. Join us next Sunday,  
May 16, at 12:15 in the Powerhouse for an informational meeting. To register, 
click on the QR code below. 
https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/PublicRegistrations/Event 
 

 
 

Glimpses of Grace (previously known as Autobiographies of Grace) – June 20, 27, 
July 4, 11 at 9:30 a.m. in Stephenson Hall. Please join us as members of the First 
Church community share their personal testimonies of how Jesus Christ has 
been at work in and through their lives.  
 

 
 
 

https://onrealm.org/firstchurchtulsa/PublicRegistrations/Event
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Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

On Site: 
Covenanters           The Hole in Our Holiness                                                       E205 
Faith and Family          Symbol or Substance?  Eric and Lydia Olson                  Prayer Room 
Pastor’s Study              Mere Christianity, Dr. Jim Miller                                Stephenson Hall 
Reflections                    II Corinthians                                                                          E103 
Sojourners (All Ages)   Sermon on the Mount and Parables, Cam Campbell       E204                    

 
On Site and Zoom: 

The Vine (Singles/couples)        The Hole in Our Holiness                                            E100 
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)     I Corinthians, Rev. Dan Hutchinson                         E202  

 

 

EVENTS THIS WEEK  
Today 5/23/21  

8:30 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary   
11:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
5:00 p.m. Vespers, Courtyard 

Monday 5/24/21 
Little Lambs  10:00 a.m., Bernsen Gym 
Guy’s Monday Bible Study 11:45 a.m., E103 

Tuesday 5/25/21 
Precept Bible Study 9:30 a.m., E100 

Wednesday 5/26/21 
Pastor’s Study  11:30 a.m., E104  
WNDT Dinner  5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall 
Life Groups  6:00 p.m. 
“The Lab”: Telling our Stories 6:15 p.m., E104                              
Choir Ensemble Rehearsal 6:45 p.m., Choir Room 

Thursday 5/27/21 
Hearts for the Lord 10:00 a.m., Zoom 

Saturday 5/29/21 
Before the Rooster Crows 8:45 a.m., E103 
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Name __________________________________________ 

 

Email ___________________________________________ 

 

Phone __________________________________________ 

 

Member ________________ or Guest ________________ 

 

Seating Location:  (Please circle where you are sitting.) 

Front Left - Front Center - Front Right 

Back Left - Back Center - Back Right 
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