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Third Sunday of Advent 
Stephenson Hall, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Words of Preparation  
The central miracle asserted by Christians is the Incarnation. They say that 
God became Man. Every other miracle prepares for this, or exhibits this, or 
results from this.                C.S. Lewis, Miracles  
 

The incarnation of God is an infinitely greater thing than anything I would 
dare to write.     J.R.R. Tolkien, The Letters of J.R.R. Tolkien, Letter #181 
 

Prelude                                      

Joy Made Full 
May His joy be in us, may our joy be full, so love one another as 
Jesus loves all.  No longer called servants, now He calls us friend, 
so love one another from now ‘til the end. 
 

Abide in Him and He in us; we are made clean in His name. Abide 
in Him, His word in us; disciples who carry the flame. “Go and 
bear much fruit in me.”  “Go to a world that’s in need.” Refrain 
 

Holy Spirit, show us Jesus, come fill our hearts; make us new. 
Abide in Him and He in us, there’s nothing He cannot do. “Go and 
bear much fruit in me.”  “Go to a world that’s in need.” Refrain 
 

“Go and bear much fruit in me.” “Go to a world that’s in need.” 
Refrain 

 

Welcome and Call to Worship 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel, that 
mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! 
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan's tyranny. 
From depths of Hell Thy people save and give them victory o'er 
the grave. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  



2 

O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine 
advent here; disperse the gloomy clouds of night and death's dark 
shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to 
thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the whole world with 
heaven’s peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee,  
O Israel! 

       
Lighting of the Advent Candle (Joy) 

Phillip, Jessica, Athena and Sophia Bowman 
 

The candles of hope and peace are burning. Today, we light the 
candle of joy, remembering the words of the Angel on the night of 
Jesus’ birth: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
 

Please join in the joyful response! 
Christ has come! Let us rejoice and be glad! 
Christ is here! Let us rejoice and be glad! 
Christ will come again! Let us rejoice and be glad! 

 

Song of Praise        Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; Hearts 
unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above.  Melt 
the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; Giver 
of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 

All thy works with joy surround Thee, Earth and heaven reflect thy 
rays, stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken  
praise; field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, 
flashing sea, chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice 
in Thee. 
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Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, Well-spring 
of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest. Thou our Father, 
Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; teach us how to 
love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 
 

Mortals, join the mighty chorus, which the morning stars began; 
love divine is reigning o’er us, brother love binds man to man. 
Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife; 
joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life.                      

 

First Reading   Jeremiah 31:31-34            Elder Elisa Mangesho 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Heavenly Father, you have made us your own, forgiving our sins 
by the blood of Christ shed on the cross, and you have written 
your law on our hearts by the Holy Spirit. In your mercy, forgive us 
for our failure to attend to your Spirit. Forgive us for our 
continued sin and rejection of Christ’s sacrifice. Cleanse us and 
make us new, we pray. So work in our hearts and minds that we 
might live as the people you have created and redeemed us to be. 
Hear us now as we pray…(In Silence)   

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel that in 
Jesus Christ, there is indeed forgiveness for everyone who calls 
upon his name! Alleluia, Amen! 

 

Passing of the Peace  

The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you! 
 

Blessing of the Young Disciples 
 

Song of Preparation        I Will Wait For You  
 

Lord, from the depths I call to you; Lord, hear me from on high 
and give attention to my voice when I for mercy cry.   
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Out of the depths I cry to You, in darkest places I will call; incline 
Your ear to me anew, and hear my cry for mercy, Lord.  
 

Were you to count my sinful ways, how could I come before Your 
throne? Yet full forgiveness meets my gaze; I stand redeemed by 
grace alone.  
  

I will wait for You, I will wait for You; on Your word I will rely. I will 
wait for You, surely wait for You, till my soul is satisfied.  
  

So put your hope in God alone; take courage in His power to save. 
Completely and forever won by Christ’s emerging from the grave. 
Refrain.   
 

Now He has come to make a way, and God himself has paid the 
price, that all who trust in Him today find healing in His sacrifice. 
Refrain.   
 

I wait, my soul waits, for the Lord; my hope is in His Word. More 
than the watchman waits for dawn, my soul waits for the Lord.   

 

Scripture Reading         Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Sermon              Joy Amid Uncertain Times          Rev. Dan Hutchinson 

…you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.                      
                                                                                                           (Matthew 1:21) 

 

The Celebration of Communion 
Words of Institution  
Prayer of Blessing 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

             
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling 
stand; ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in His 
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hand, Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to 
demand. 
 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth He stood, Lord 
of lords, in human vesture, in the Body and the Blood, He will give 
to all the faithful His own self for heavenly food. 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 
as the Light of Light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 
that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away. 
 

At His feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice the cry, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High! 
 

The Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing Song            

Joy to the World 
  

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King; let 
every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, and 
heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.  
 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns: let us our songs employ; while 
fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found, far 
as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.  
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations 
prove the glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love, 
and wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love! 

 

Charge and Benediction 
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Worship Notes 
 

The Christmas decorations in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of 
God by the Halliburton family –with gratitude for the “Greens Teams”  
past and present, who have beautified the season over the past fifty-five  
years. 
 

The festive exterior wreaths are given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of: 

• George and Daphne Matson, Geordie Matson, Mark Matson, and    
Michael and Janice Dorndorfer by the Matson family. 

• Joe and Betty Hawes by Joe and Pam Hawes and family. 

• Vivienne and Allan J. Edwards, Jr. and Duncan Fuller by their family 

• Jimmie Mathews by the Gary Mathews family. 
 

Today’s “Letter-of-Well-Wishing” is directed to Carl and Courtney 
Holliday, friends of First Church from Oklahoma City. 
 

Services are broadcast on the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox  
channel 3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
 

Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of 
address/phone number or other important family news. Contact  
Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org. 
For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary or Stephenson 
Hall, audio headsets are available from the ushers. Also available are 
large-print hymnals and Bibles. 

 

First Church Updates 
 

A warm welcome to all! On this, the third Sunday of Advent, we pray 
that you sense the incoming presence of Christ among us, the warmth 
of this community that He has called together, and the joy of serving 
this world that He loves --in His name! 
 

Tithes –and offerings! This is a year First Church could use a December 
“over-and-above” gift.  We have a long way to go to bridge our  

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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2022 budget. If the Lord has prospered you, consider how a portion of 
that blessing might serve right here through the ministry and work of 
this congregation.   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Today: 
Pilgrims in the Footsteps of the Master –the FPC Israel trip in February 

meets this afternoon, December 11, at 4:00 p.m. in room E104. 
 

This Week: 
 

Seasons: A Women's Gathering meets in Stephenson Hall tomorrow, 
Monday, December 12 from 6:30 -8 :00 p.m. This is our last large 
gathering of the year; we’ll be finishing our study on the letter of  
I John.  

Stewardship Considerations 
In this season of stewardship reflection, we’re blessed to hear 
from folks as to how they discern their giving to the local church: 
 

                                                Bob and Leslie Doll 
                                                      

“We attempt to view our giving to the Church through the lens of three 
truths: (1) time is short, (2) the need is great, and (3) the cost is high.  
 

And here are our five presuppositions: 
 

1. God owns it all. Therefore, the question isn’t how much to give  
but how much to keep. 

2. Christians aren’t citizens of this place—we’re just passing through.  
We are on earth for a speck of time and in heaven for 
eternity. 

3. As believers, we can’t take it with us when we die, but we can  
send it on ahead (Matt. 6:19–21). 

4. God prospers us to raise not our standard of living but our  
standard of giving (thank you, Randy Alcorn). 

5. At least in our family, we want to give our money away while  
we’re alive, not after we’re gone. We’d like our last check to  
bounce.” 

 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/stott-live-less/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Matt.%206%3A19%E2%80%9321/
https://www.epm.org/resources/2018/Mar/4/god-prospers-me-not-raise-my-standard-living-raise/
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This Wednesday, December 14 – Children’s Ministries hosts Jammies 
for Jesus.  Dinner at 5:30 p.m. and program at 6:00 p.m., in Stephenson 
Hall.  Cost: $10 per family. We will have our regular gathering for 
Pathfinders and Exodus in the Powerhouse. 
 

Mark the Date!  
 
 

Pastors’ Fun Night to kick-off the new year for AWANA and WNDT! 
More details to come. Adult classes will resume on January 11. 
 

Chili Cook-Off - Sunday, January 22. If you’d like to enter your chili, 
contact Cindy DeVore at cindy_devore@hotmail.com.  The proceeds 
from the “popular vote” go to Anderson Elementary for their spring 
field trips.  
 

Mark your calendars! All-Church Retreat: March 24-25, 2023: New 
Life Ranch. 
 

Ongoing Ministries: 
Young Adults – First Church is committed to providing a place for 
Young Adults to connect with one another and with the larger church. 
Find us on Facebook, Instagram at @fpcyoungadults, or contact Dan 
Hutchinson at 918-301-1040. 
 

Don’t Forget: Faith Partners Addiction Ministry – First Church is a 
member of a nationwide fraternity called Faith Partners. They 
provide intervention, education, and recovery support to individuals 
and families suffering from addiction. Questions? Please call the 
Church office (918-584-4701) and leave your number. A team 
member will return your call. 
 

Helping Hand Ministry - As of October 31 this year, Helping Hand 
Ministries have disbursed $448,736, which assisted 2,513 Tulsa  
County residents who struggled with utilities and rent payments. To 
support HHM, see the website:  
www.helpinghandministry918.com/donate. 

mailto:cindy_devore@hotmail.com
http://www.helpinghandministry918.com/donate
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Presbyterian Women’s December mission project is Emergency Infant 
Services. Donations may be put in the acrylic box at the reception desk.  
Your gifts are given to EIS to purchase diapers, formula, food, clothing, 
etc.  

Parish Register 
 

Prayers for Healing:  Jane Azlin, Beth Campbell, Dwight Creveling, 
Marilyn Davis, Paul Dick, Donna Droege, David Dunning, Mary Ann 
Elliott, JoAnn Gilbert, Gaye Graeler, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike 
Hopkins, Elaine Horkey, Meg Hubler, Jeannie Dickey Kelsay, Joyce 
Kunkel, Susan Lawrence, Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Ann McKellar, 
Jan Miller, David Morgan, David Osterholt, Shari Postier, Rosemary 
Priest, Tom Reynolds, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan 
Shults, Robert Shaw, Bill Smith, Jane Sneed, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally 
Stewart, Laurie Sundborg, Mike Tidwell, Susan Waldie, and Carolyn 
Wilcott. 
 

With Gratitude for the Resurrection: George Savage, a member since 
1991, died on December 5. 
 

Sympathy and Prayers to: Robert Pyle on the death of his sister-in-law, 
Cathy Pyle, on December 4. 
 

With gratitude for those whom the Lord has added to our number, 
we offer a warm and heartfelt welcome! 

 

Certificate of Transfer 
Kaye Pickering 
Marsha Rose 

 
Reaffirmation of Faith 

Danielle Balletto 
Rita and Ryan Graeler 

Patrick Jones 
Cathie and Dr. David McIntosh 

Albert Usigbe 
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Christmas Services: 

 

Christmas Eve: Saturday, December 24:  
(all are candle-lighting) 

 

3:00 p.m.    Carols and Communion          Sanctuary 
5:00 p.m.    Children’s Pageant                  Sanctuary 
7:30 p.m.    Lessons and Carols               Sanctuary 
11:00 p.m.  Watchnight and Communion   Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, December 25: Christmas Day 
11:00 a.m.   Sanctuary 

Refreshments following, Miller Atrium 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2023: New Year’s Day 
9:30 a.m.  Pancake Breakfast, Stephenson 

11:00 a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m.  Worship, Great Hall 
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THIS  WEEK 
 

TODAY   12/11  
      8:00 am  Worship, Kerr Chapel 
   8:30 am  Worship, Stephenson Hall 
   9:30 am     Gatherings and Classes 
  11:00 am    Worship, Sanctuary, Stephenson Hall and Great Hall 

 

Monday   12/12  
 11:30 am  Monday School, Kirkland Library (lunch @ 11:30, lesson @ noon) 
 11:45 am  Guy’s Monday Bible Study, E103  
 6:30 pm  Seasons: Women’s Gathering, Stephenson Hall 
    

Tuesday   12/13 
   9:30 am     Precepts, E100 
 

Wednesday  12/14 
     11:30 am  Pastor’s Study, E104 
     11:30 am    Downtown Theological Roundtable, 204  
           5:30 pm  Gloria Choir 
   5:30 pm   Jammies for Jesus  
   6:30 pm   Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
     

Saturday   12/17 
       8:45 am          Before the Rooster Crows, E103   
 

COME, GROW YOUR FAITH! 
TODAY: Adult Classes, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Cornerstone                     The History of Acts                                                                 E102 
Covenanters                     Renovated: God, Dallas, & the Church 
             That Transforms                                                                      E101 
Faith and Family              Advent Series                                                               3rd floor Pastors Study 
Forum             Advent Series                                                                           E200 
Harbingers             All the Places to Go                                                                 E202 
Morning Glory                 Prayers and Bible Study                                                         E201 
New Parents             Theology and Parenting                                                        E205 
Pastor’s Study 1               Contemporary Concerns & the Christian Faith                 Steph. Hall 
Pastor’s Study 2               Advent Series                                                                           E104 
Reflections                        Christian Life in Ordinary Time                                            E103 
Shepherds                         King David                                                                               E203      
Sojourners                          Women in the Genealogy of Jesus                                        E204   

   The Vine                              Advent Series                                                                 E100 
   UKirk          Advent Series                                                                 E104    
   Westminster           Theology Brewed in an African Pot                           Tower Room 

Young Adults                      Advent Series                                                                           E104          

   


