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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Stephenson Hall, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Words of Preparation  
In the Bible we are confronted by a God who persistently, demandingly, 
and unwaveringly refuses to be God without us. 
 

To paraphrase Karl Barth –we may choose to live without God and 
humanity may prefer a godless existence, but God NEVER choses to live 
without us. Perhaps the central identity and characteristic of the triune God 
is this refusal to ever be without humanity. 

 

Prelude                                     Rejoice  
  

Rejoice in the Lord now and always; sing it again, we rejoice.  
Delight in the love He has shown us; gratefully lift up your 
voice.  His gentleness among us will join our hearts with praise. 
We gather in His goodness, a family of grace.  
  

With each breath He’s given, praise the Lord.  In these times we 
live in, we will praise the Lord. Throughout every season, I am sure 
we have every reason to praise the Lord.   
  

Rejoice and be anxious for nothing, praying for all that you 
need.  Come with a song of thanksgiving, lay your requests at His 
feet.  His peace will fall upon us to guard our hearts and minds.   
In Christ who reigns eternal; The Shepherd of our lives. Refrain  
  

Rejoice in the Lord now and always; tell of the good He has 
done.  Worship the Lord to remember all of the joy yet to 
come.  The hope that burns within us, the dark cannot 
destroy.  With praise that’s never ending, we say again 
rejoice.  Refrain  

 

Welcome and Call to Worship             Rev. Wally Johnson  
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Songs of Praise    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
 

Come, Thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy 
grace; streams of mercy never ceasing call for songs of loudest 
praise. Teach me some melodious sonnet sung by flaming tongues 
above. Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it; mount of Thy 
redeeming love.   
 

Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by Thy help I'm come, and  
I hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. Jesus 
sought me when a stranger wandering from the fold of God;  
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood.   
 

O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be; let Thy 
grace Lord, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee. Prone 
to wander, Lord I feel it; prone to leave the God I love. Here's my 
heart Lord, take and seal it; seal it for Thy courts above.  

 

Hymn of the Holy Spirit  
  

Holy Spirit, guide my vision, help me see the way You see. Always 
Jesus, ever Jesus, Christ in all as Christ in me.  Holy Spirit guide my 
speaking, words of grace and truth abound. Let my lips be filled 
with stories of the mercy that I've found.  
  

You're the light. You're my path. You're the Shepherd of my soul. 
All I am, all I have, Holy Spirit, lead me on.  
  

Holy Spirit, guide my hearing, wake my ears to words You speak. 
In the thunder, in the stillness, let Your voice be clear to me. Let 
Your voice be clear to me. Refrain  
  

Holy Spirit, lead me onward, walking through the great unknown. 
Trusting, leaning, holding, clinging, ‘til the day You lead me home. 
Refrain  
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First Reading                      Micah 6:6-8; Psalm 15              Elder Shannon Bair 

 

Prayer of Confession                Rev. Julia Metcalf          
 

Response          How Deep the Father’s Love for Us   
 

How deep the Father's love for us; how vast beyond all measure, 
that He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss; the Father turns His face away, 
as wounds which mar the Chosen One, bring many sons to glory.  
  

Behold, the Man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders. 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers.  
It was my sin that held Him there until it was accomplished.  
His dying breath has brought me life; I know that it is finished.   
 

I will not boast in anything; no gifts, no power, no wisdom, but  
I will boast in Jesus Christ; His death and resurrection. Why should 
I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer, but this I know 
with all my heart, His wounds have paid my ransom.  

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel that there 
is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ 
Jesus.  Alleluia! Amen!   

 

Passing of the Peace  

The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you! 
 

Affirmation of Faith      (Heidelberg Catechism, Q. & A. 6)  

         Q. Did God, then, create man so wicked and perverse? 
 

A. No, on the contrary, God created man good and in his image, 
that is, in true righteousness and holiness, so that he might 
rightly know God his Creator, heartily love him, and live with 
him in eternal blessedness to praise and glorify him.  
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Blessing of the Young Disciples 
 

Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

Prayers of the People  
 

Song of Preparation      I Am Your Beloved  
 

I’ve heard the accusation, and I’ve heard the propaganda;  
I’ve heard the lies they whispered to my soul; that I have been 
forsaken and I’ll always be forgotten; No matter what I do it’s not 
enough. But then I heard a voice as it opened up the heavens, 
reminding me of who I’ve always been.  
 

I am Your beloved, You have bought me with Your blood, and on 
Your hand You’ve written out my name.  I am Your beloved, one 
the Father loves, mercy has defeated all my shame.  
 

There’s no accusation or any condemnation when I look into my 
Father's eyes.  They don’t see my sin, they only see redemption; 
this is how my heart has been defined. I can hear a voice that is 
louder than the thunder reminding me of who I’ve always 
been.  Refrain  
 

The One Who knows me best is the One Who loves me most; 
there is nothing I have done that could change the Father's 
love.  Refrain  

 

Scripture                  Leviticus 7:37-38; 9:22-24 
 

Sermon                  Approaching the House of God 
    The glory of the Lord appeared to all the people…and when all  

  the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces. 
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The Celebration of Communion 

Words of Institution  
Prayer of Blessing 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Closing Song       Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me  
 

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer, there is no more for 
heaven now to give.  He is my joy, my righteousness, and 
freedom.  My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace.  To 
this I hold, my hope is only Jesus, for my life is wholly bound to 
His. Oh, how strange and divine, I can sing “all is mine”, yet not I, 
but through Christ in me.  
 

The night is dark but I am not forsaken, for by my side, the Savior, 
He will stay. I labor on in weakness and rejoicing, for in my need 
His power is displayed.  To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend 
me; through the deepest valley he will lead.  Oh, the night has 
been won and I shall overcome, yet not I, but through Christ in 
me. 
 

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven.  The future sure, the price it 
has been paid, for Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon, and He 
was raised to overthrow the grave.  To this I hold, my sin has been 
defeated; Jesus now and ever is my plea.  Oh, the chains are 
released. I can sing I am free, yet not I, but through Christ in me.  
 

With every breath I long to follow Jesus, for He has said that he 
will bring me home. And day by day I know He will renew me, 
until I stand with joy before the throne. To this I hold, my hope is 
only Jesus.  All the glory evermore to Him.  When the race is 
complete, still my lips shall repeat, yet not I, but through Christ in 
me.  

 

Charge and Benediction 
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Worship Notes 
 

The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God 
and in memory of James R. Eagleton, Sr. by his family. 
 

First Friends in the Pews!  What is this? It’s a simple –but very 
effective-- ministry that we all can share by simply offering a warm 
welcome with those who sit near us during worship. Share the joy of 
being a First Friend in the pew! 
 

Services are broadcast on the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox  
channel 3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
 

Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of 
address/phone number or other important family news. Contact  
Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.  

 

For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary or Stephenson 
Hall, audio headsets are available from the ushers. Also available are 
large-print hymnals and Bibles. 
 

First Church Updates 
 

A heartfelt welcome to worship! We pray that you’ll sense the     
presence of Christ here —and the warmth of this community.   
 

Dear First Church family: there’s nothing quite like the power of 
Christian encouragement –quiet, faithful, relentless, life-transforming 
encouragement!  And that’s only one of the gifts you’ve shared with 
the Jim and Diane Miller family. You’ve been the presence of Christ to 
us for thirty years, and there’s simply no way to convey adequately our 
deep gratitude –for every expression of kindness and love you have 
shown. Thank you for allowing us in, embracing us in Jesus' love, lifting 
us in your prayers, and including us in your lives. We're bonded 
together with you in Christ –and how sweet it is! May the Lord extend 
this love to everyone who enters the doors of this congregation.  To 
paraphrase the Apostle Paul: “We thank our God upon every 
remembrance of you!”  With abiding thanksgiving and love: Jim, Diane, 
David, Courtaney, and Jonathan Miller 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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There’s only One Church –the local and world-wide community that 
seeks to exalt Jesus as Lord! Last week we welcomed the Rev. Anthony 
Scott to our pulpit; this morning, Dr. Miller is preaching at the First 
Baptist Church, North Tulsa. We’re thankful for our sisters and brothers 
at FBC, NT –and the mutual ministries we share (like Lunch Buddies at 
Anderson School, and the Friday food distribution!).  May the Light of 
Christ shine ever more brightly through His Church –north and south, 
east and west!   
 

Dr. Miller's weekly Pastor's Class - Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m. (E104) 
and Sundays, at 9:30 a.m. (Stephenson Hall). His discussion is titled: 
Contemporary Concerns and the Christian Faith. Dr. J. I. Packer's classic, 
Knowing Christianity, a brilliant systematic theology of the Bible's 
message, serves as the driver of our reflections.  The Wednesday and 
Sunday classes cover the same ground.   
 

Sunday New Testament Survey: each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in E104,  
Rev. Dan Hutchinson leads an overview of the New Testament 
exploring major themes, authors, and contexts, how it all fits together, 
its relation to the Old Testament, and what it reveals about the person 
and work of Christ.  
 

Wednesday Night Downtown, - Wednesdays, 6:15, with dinner at  
5:15 p.m. in Stephenson Hall.  Adult class offerings include: 
 

Glimpsing the Glory of God! Examining His Handiwork Experts in 
physics, meteorology, geology, horticulture, and astronomy take 
turns investigating the creation story (Genesis chapter 1). This 
week we are led by Dr. Clark and Amy Tingleaf –focusing on birds 
and Sea Creatures.  
 

Seeker’s Bible Study – Rev. Wambugu takes a deep dive into the 
sermon texts on Leviticus, in room E104, 6:15 – 7:30 p.m. 
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Deacons Days of Care –The next two Saturdays in October (15 and 22) 
from 9:00 – noon we will meet at the home of FPC members to help 
with basic yard care, home chores and maintenance jobs. Interested in 
a team visiting your home? Or to serve on a team? Contact Adam Smith 
at 918-633-1710 –or use the QR code below.  
 

 

 
 
 
Music Lovers! You are invited to the 49th Annual Organ Concert 
presented by Ron Pearson, today at 4:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary.   
The program will include the participation of the University of Tulsa 
Chamber Orchestra, performing the Concerto for Organ and String 
Orchestra, by the Canadian composer Denis Bedard. A reception 
follows in the Atrium. 
 

Registration is open for the Christmas Eve Live Nativity! Sign up online 
no later than Saturday, October 15. Our first rehearsal and parent 
meeting will be Sunday, October 16 at 9:00 a.m. in Wiseman Hall. There 
are parts for everyone ages 3 through high school! This year, we’re 
using a script and songs from the Christmas musical Light of the World. 
For more information, contact Gretchen Bashforth at 
gbashforth@firstchurchtulsa.org or Sarah Savage at 
ssavage@firstchurchtulsa.org.   
 
 
 

 
Book Table Annual Sale, today from 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at the Atrium 
Book Table. Visit the book table and choose from an array of titles on 
sale for $1 - $5.   
 

Season’s Women’s Gathering meet tomorrow, October 10 at 6:30 p.m. 
in Stephenson Hall.  You are invited to connect with others and hear 
Sarah Savage teach on 1 John 2.   

mailto:gbashforth@firstchurchtulsa.org
mailto:ssavage@firstchurchtulsa.org
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It’s K-Group time! Regroup or join a K-Group as we head into the Fall.  
This year we’re exploring E. James Wilder’s book Renovated: God, 
Dallas Willard and the Church that Transforms, starting the week of 
October 16.  Please contact Phillip Bowman at 918-630-1786 or 
pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org.com for more information.   
 

For Veteran’s Day, the Guild of Intercessors is updating its Armed 
Forces Prayer list. If you have loved ones who are on active duty,  
please contact us by October 18:  Paula Peterson (918-296-5548, 
mandppeterson@msn.com), Sandy Curtis (918-742-6249, 
sd.curtis@cox.net), or Monte Prater (918-605-9719, 
monteprater@aol.com). 
 

FPC to Israel: In the Footsteps of the Master: February 12 - March 1, 
2023. Interested?  Dr. Miller holds the second of two brief 
informational meetings on Sunday, October 23, at 12:15 p.m. in the 
Chapel. This trip includes an excursion to Jordan and Petra. Come and 
see the brochure, ask your questions and consider your participation.   
 

Inquirers’ Class – Interested in learning more about First Church? The 
Inquirers’ Class is a perfect place to meet others, get to know some of 
our pastors and ask your questions. Join us: Sundays, October 23, 30, 
November 6, and 13, at 9:15 a.m. in the Miller Library.  For more 
information contact Patricia Hall at phall@firstchurchtulsa.org or  
918-301-1028. You can register by clicking on the QR code below. 
 

 
 
 

A six-month “Confirmation Reflections” course for freshmen and 
interested high school youth begins on Wednesday, October 26, 6:00 - 
7:30 p.m. in the Powerhouse. Our prayer is that each student will grow 
in their understanding of how faith and life intersect, and confirm their 
faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. For more information you 
can go to the First Church website and find confirmation in the events. 
 

mailto:pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org.com
mailto:mandppeterson@msn.com
mailto:sd.curtis@cox.net
mailto:monteprater@aol.com
mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Fall Festival – Sunday, October 30, 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.; Camp Loughridge 
The First Church Pitmasters will prepare barbeque and there will be 
hayrides, live music, trunk or treat, inflatables and more.  Contact Laura 
Stevens at 918-301-1019 for more information; or go online at 
firstchurchtulsa.org. 
 

Camp Loughridge fundraiser, Bonfire of Belonging, will be held on 
November 4 at 6:00 p.m. in the Temple Conference Center.  The 
evening will include a BBQ dinner, music, silent auction and a live 
auction. The donations raised will help enhance the outdoor Lakeside 
Sanctuary.  You can register at 
http://weblink.donorperfect.com/BonfireofBelonging. 
 

Faith Partners Addiction Ministry - Faith Partners provides 
intervention, education, and recovery support to individuals and 
families suffering from addiction. If you need help or resources, visit 
the Faith Partners table in the Atrium today. If you have questions, 
please call Patricia Hall at 918-301-1028 or 
phall@firstchurchtulsa.org.  All calls are confidential. 

 

Parish Register 
 

Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Rob Berry, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn 
Davis, Donna Droege, David Dunning, Mary Ann Elliott, Mary 
Fitzpatrick, Gaye Graeler, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Elaine 
Horkey, Meg Hubler, Jeannie Dickey Kelsay, Joyce Kunkel, Susan 
Lawrence, Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Ann McKellar, Jan Miller, David 
Morgan, David Osterholt, Shari Postier, Rosemary Priest, David 
Raybourn, Carly Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert 
Shaw, Tom Sherrill, Bill Smith, Isla Smith, Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, 
Terry Thomas, Mike Tidwell, Larry Tromp, Susan Waldie, and Carolyn 
Wilcott. 
 

With Gratitude for the Resurrection: Glenda Goodwin, a member since 
2006, died on October 4.  
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fweblink.donorperfect.com%2FBonfireofBelonging&data=05%7C01%7C%7C40f693dac4004311811a08da9ca457f4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637994526917689784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HDJ0gvCOf9f7jZOzJXuHAa%2BkeUJsa96CqgVCppnkwEg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Today’s “Letter-of-Well-Wishing” is directed to Jim Goodwin on the 
death of his wife Glenda Goodwin. Please add your name and any note 
you’d like to share. Check for letters outside the Chapel, Sanctuary, 
Stephenson Hall and the Great Hall.  
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THIS WEEK 
 

TODAY 10/9/22  
      9:30 am    Gatherings and Classes 
  11:00 am    Worship, Sanctuary, Stephenson Hall and Great Hall 

Monday 10/10/22  
 11:30 am  Monday School, Kirkland Library 
 11:45 am  Guy’s Monday Bible Study, E103 
Tuesday 10/11/22  
 9:30 am      Precepts, E100  
Wednesday 10/12/22 
     11:30 am  Pastor’s Study, E104 
     11:30 am    Downtown Theological Roundtable, 204  
     12:00 pm    Pathways to Hope, 206 
       5:15 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner, Stephenson Hall 
        6:00 pm  Awana, Children’s Area 
        6:15 pm  Various Adult Classes 
      6:30 pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
Saturday 10/15/22  

   8:45 am          Before the Rooster Crows, E103, Phil Rounds    
 

COME, GROW YOUR FAITH! 
TODAY: Adult Classes, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Cornerstone                               The History of Acts                                                E102 
Covenanters                               Renovated: God, Dallas, & the Church 
                            That Transforms                                                 E101 
Faith and Family                        Raising Children Faithfully                 3rd floor Pastors Study 
Forum                         Your Are Never Alone                                            E200 
Harbingers                         Soul Keeping                                                           E202 
Morning Glory                           Prayers and Bible Study                                       E201 
New Parents                         Theology and Parenting                                       E205 
Pastor’s Study 1                        Contemporary Concerns & the Christian Faith SH 
Pastor’s Study 2                        New Testament Overview                                    E104 
Reflections                                 Daniel                                                                          E103 
Shepherds                                        Who is This Man?                                                      E203      

Sojourners                                    Understanding the Old Testament                           E204   

   The Vine                                        Revelation Bible Study                                                E100 
   UKirk          New Testament Overview                                    E104    
   Westminster            Theology Brewed in an African Pot     Tower Room 

Young Adults                               New Testament Overview                                    E104          
   


