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Called to make fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ:   
Inwardly Strong  
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Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

Stephenson Hall, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Words of Preparation  
 

People talk easily, perhaps too easily, about ‘inviting Jesus into 
your heart’, or ‘having Jesus in your heart’. The danger here is that 
it’s easy for people, particularly when they are soaked in the 
culture of Western-style individualism, to imagine that being a 
Christian consists simply in being able to feel, or believe, that 
Jesus has somehow taken up residence within. In fact, Paul speaks 
far more often of Christians being ‘in Christ’ than of Christ being 
‘in Christians’. It’s important to see our individual experience 
within the larger picture of our membership in God’s family in the 
Messiah, within the worldwide plan Paul has been talking of in 
these three chapters.                N.T. Wright, Ephesians for Everyone   

  
 

Prelude                                          Authority 
 

Creation knows the voice that spoke into the void; the breath that 
brought the dust to life and sang the stars to form. The darkness 
fears Your voice, that drove it back before, and though the night is 
long I know Your light will drive it back once more.  
 

One word from You; things change on Your authority. Your Word, 
it's true, things change on Your authority.  
 

My fight is not my own; its end is in your hands. I worship You 
because I know all things must bow to Your command. Refrain  
 

Will heaven not prevail and strongholds not be moved? Will spirits 
not be silenced and cower at His rule? For if my God is for me 
then what have I to fear? And I will not deny Him the glory that is 
His. 
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Heaven will prevail and strongholds will be moved. Spirits will be 
silenced and cower at His rule. I know my God is for me, so what 
have I to fear? For nothing will deny Him the glory that is His. 
Refrain 

 

Invitation to Worship   
             

Opening Song                              More than Conquerors 
 

When my hope and strength is gone, You're the One who calls me 
on; You are the life; You are the fight that's in my soul. Oh, Your 
resurrection power burns like fire in my heart. When waters rise I 
lift my eyes up to Your throne. 
 

We are more than conquerors through Christ. You have overcome 
this world this life. We will not bow to sin or to shame; we are 
defiant in Your name. You are the fire that cannot be tamed; You 
are the power in our veins, our Lord, our God, our conqueror. 
 

I will sing into the night, “Christ is risen and on high.” Greater is 
He, living in me than in the world. No surrender, no retreat, we 
are free and we're redeemed. We will declare, over despair, You 
are the hope. Refrain 
 

Nothing is impossible, every chain is breakable, with You, we are 
victorious. You are stronger than our hearts; You are greater than 
the dark. With You we are victorious. Refrain 
 

Welcome                        Commitment Sunday 
(Yes, give your assets to Jesus; but first, give your liabilities) 

 

Come As You Are 
 

Come out of sadness from wherever you've been. Come broken-
hearted, let rescue begin. Come find your mercy, O sinner come 
kneel. Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal. Earth has no 
sorrow that Heaven can't heal. 
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Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame; all who are broken 
lift up your face. O wanderer come home, you're not too far. So lay 
down your hurt, lay down your heart, come as you are. 
 

There's hope for the hopeless and all those who've strayed. Come 
sit at the table, come taste the grace. There's rest for the weary, 
rest that endures; Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't cure. 
Refrain 
 

Come as you are. Fall in His arms. Come as you are. 
 

There's joy for the morning, O sinner be still; Earth has no sorrow 
that Heaven can't heal. Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't 
heal. Refrain 

    

First Reading    Deuteronomy 8 
 

Prayer of Confession   
                                                                

Song of Response           Jesus all for Jesus  
 

Jesus, all for Jesus, all I am, and have, and ever hope to be. Jesus, 
all for Jesus, all I am, and have, and ever hope to be.  
 

All of my ambitions, hopes, and plans, I surrender these into Your 
hands. All of my ambitions, hopes, and plans, I surrender these 
into Your hands.  
 

For it's only in Your will that I am free. For it's only in Your will that 
I am free. 

                       

The Assurance of Pardon 
But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel. In Jesus 
Christ, there is indeed forgiveness for all those who call upon Him!  
Alleluia! Amen!  
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The Affirmation of Faith  
  

The Heidelberg Catechism, Questions 116-117 
Q. Why do Christians need to pray? 
A. Because prayer is the most important part of the thankfulness 
God requires of us. And also, because God gives his grace and 
Holy Spirit only to those who pray continually and groan 
inwardly, asking God for these gifts and thanking God for them. 
 
Q. What is the kind of prayer that pleases God and that he listens 
to? 
A. First, we must pray from the heart to no other than the one 
true God, revealed to us in his Word, asking for everything God 
has commanded us to ask for. Second, we must fully recognize 
our need and misery, so that we humble ourselves in God’s 
majestic presence. Third, we must rest on this unshakable 
foundation: even though we do not deserve it, God will surely 
listen to our prayer because of Christ our Lord. That is what God 
promised us in his Word. 
 

Second Reading    Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

Sermon    Power to Know the Unknowable Knowledge    Rev. James Estes 
“that you… may have strength to comprehend… the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge” (vs 17-19). 

 

Yet Not I but Through Christ In Me  
 

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer, there is no more for 
heaven now to give.  He is my joy, my righteousness, and 
freedom.  My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace.  To 
this I hold, my hope is only Jesus, for my life is wholly bound to 
His. Oh, how strange and divine, I can sing “all is mine”, yet not I, 
but through Christ in me. 
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The night is dark but I am not forsaken, for by my side, the Savior, 
He will stay. I labor on in weakness and rejoicing, for in my need 
His power is displayed.  To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend 
me; through the deepest valley he will lead.  Oh, the night has 
been won and I shall overcome, yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven.  The future sure, the price it 
has been paid, for Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon, and He 
was raised to overthrow the grave.  To this I hold, my sin has been 
defeated; Jesus now and ever is my plea.  Oh, the chains are 
released. I can sing I am free, yet not I, but through Christ in me. 
 

With every breath I long to follow Jesus, for He has said that he 
will bring me home. And day by day I know He will renew me, 
until I stand with joy before the throne. To this I hold, my hope is 
only Jesus.  All the glory evermore to Him.  When the race is 
complete, still my lips shall repeat, yet not I, but through Christ in 
me. 

    
The Sharing of Joys and Concerns, Prayers of the People, the                 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing Song                       Who You Say I Am 
 

Who am I that the highest King would welcome me? I was lost but 
He brought me in; Oh, His love for me. Oh, His love for me.  
 

Who the Son sets free, O, is free indeed; I'm a child of God, Yes I 
am!  
Free at last, He has ransomed me; His grace runs deep. While I 
was a slave to sin, Jesus died for me. Yes, He died for me. 
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Who the Son sets free, O, is free indeed; I'm a child of God, yes I 
am! In my Father's house there's a place for me; I'm a child of God, 
yes I am!  
 

I am chosen, not forsaken; I am who You say I am. You are for me, 
not against me; I am who You say I am. Refrain 

 

Charge and Benediction 
 

+ + + 
 

Worship Notes 
 

Welcome to worship! We gather by Christ’s invitation to feed on His Word, open 
our hearts to His presence, and pray for the Holy Spirit’s empowering!  A special 
and heartfelt welcome to those here for the first time. We pray you might sense 
the presence of Christ and the warm welcome of this congregation!  
 
Blessed to worship! The Session has re-established our regular Sunday worship 
times. You’re welcome next Sunday in one of these locations:  
  

8:00    Kerr Chapel   (weekly communion) 
8:30    Stephenson Hall  (weekly communion, praise band) 
11:00  Sanctuary   (Traditional, with choir) 
            Stephenson Hall   (Contemporary, with praise band) 
            Great Hall (Bernsen, fourth floor) Tulsa International Fellowship 

Services are broadcast on livestream.com, the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox 
channel 3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 

The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and in 
loving memory of Dr. Robert Perryman, given by his family. 
 

Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church! Weekly 
tithes and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at firstchurchtulsa.org 
or text 405-276-4141. You will also find offering plates located at the back of each 
worship space. 
 

 

http://livestream.com/
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For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are  
available from the ushers.   
 

Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone 
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029  
or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.  
 

In this continuing season of the COVID virus, we yearn to do whatever we can to 
diminish the risk for those who gather here. The Session has recommended the 
wearing of masks during the worship services. Thanks to each for your efforts in 
this regard.   
 

 
 

Parish Register 
 

Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Pat Brown, Eleanor Carmack, Dwight 
Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Terry Diacon, Donna Droege, Wandie and Mary 
Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Luke Fravel, Glenda Goodwin, Gaye Graeler, Cynthia Hill-
Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Meg Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Caroline Fravel Jones, Joyce 
Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Bob 
Matthews, Jan Miller, Rosemary Priest, David Osterholt, David Raybourn, Carly 
Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, 
Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Quendy Veatch, Dayne Weierbach, Bill Weinrich, 
and Jack Williams. 
 
The Joy of New Life! We welcome: Liam Howard Miller, son of Brett and Abigail 
Miller, born on October 11. 
 
With Gratitude for the Resurrection: Maggie B. Jones, a member since 2017, died 
on October 12. 

  
Sermon Notes 

Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

If you want to go to school when it comes to prayer, be attentive to Paul’s 
prayers. He includes several in his letters –and each one offers rich and instructive 
insights for us when it comes to focused and intentional conversation with the 
Lord.  
 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Here in chapter 3:14-19, Paul offers his second prayer –an intercessory prayer for 
the Ephesians –and for us. [Paul’s first prayer: Eph. 1:17-19]  
 

Note that he describes himself as kneeling in prayer.  The Jewish custom was to 
pray standing up. Kneeling, for the ancient Jew, indicated “an exceptional degree 
of earnestness”.  
 

John Stott sees a Trinitarian “staircase” prayer of four steps: Paul asks that we 
might be: 
 

1. Strengthened within through the Holy Spirit 
2. The dwelling place of Christ Himself, rooted and grounded in love  
3. Increasingly mindful of, and embraced by, the love of Christ 
4. Filled with the very fullness of God. 

 

Verse 18 reminds us that our life in Christ is never intended to be isolated or 
distanced from the Christian community –the Church. God has placed us in the 
community of fellow believers and their presence is vital –As Paul puts it: “that 
you may have the power to comprehend with all the saints.…” (3:18) 
 

The conclusion of Paul’s prayer is a stunning, thunderous waterfall of sheer grace 
and mercy:  God is at work –doing what He alone can do –and His work goes far 
beyond the very best that we could ever ask for or imagine!  To Him be the glory, 
says Paul!  
 

Consider your prayers this past week. Try to remember –and be specific. What did 
you include in your conversation before the Lord? Praise and thanksgiving? 
Lament and sadness? Concern and special requests?  
 

How often did you pray? Is there a routine to your times of prayer, or is it more of 
a random offering? How would you describe “the intensity” with which you 
prayed this week?  
 

As the disciples asked Jesus long ago: “Lord, teach us to pray.” To be a Christ-
follower is to be in the School of Christ. Paul sits in the front row of Christ’s 
classroom and serves as His teaching assistant. Indeed. 
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First Church Updates  
 

Welcome to worship on this Commitment Sunday. We’re invited to be 
intentional in our discipleship –and encouraged to offer our [re-]commitment to 
Christ and His Church. As He has given, so also we’re encouraged to give: --of our 
time, abilities, and treasure. FPC members are invited to fill out their 2022 
commitment cards –and submit them to the church (online or in offering plates at 
the doors).  
 
Pastor’s reminder: I’m confident that none of us, standing in the presence of Jesus 
at the end of time, will ever think: I shouldn’t have given as generously as I did to 
the work of Christ through the His Church. Thank you for your faithfulness and 
commitment. As we look ahead, let’s give of our best to the Master!  
 
Stewardship campaign now through December 2021: By now you’ve received 
your stewardship package in the mail. Your gifts, your energy and your devotion 
are expressions of the presence of Christ in the world He loves. The Session of 
First Church is at work on the 2022 budget. Your commitment cards will greatly 
assist them in their work.  
 
In the Footsteps of the Master! Our pilgrimage to Israel, postponed because of 
COVID, has been rescheduled for May 25 to June 9. An informational meeting is 
set for Sunday, November 7, at 12:15 p.m. in room E-104. Please let Dionna know 
your interest and if you’ll be there on the 7th.   
 
Music lovers! Invite your friends! Ron Pearson’s 48th Annual Organ Concert is 
today at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. The program includes twenty-six University of 
Tulsa Chamber Orchestra members. 

For Veterans Day, the Guild of Intercessors is updating its Armed Forces Prayer 
List.  If you have loved ones who are on active duty, please contact Paula Peterson 
(918-296-5548/mandppeterson@msn.com), Sandy Curtis (918-742-6249/ 
sd.curtis@cox.net), or Monte Prater (918-605-9719/monteprater@aol.com) by 
October 22. 
 
Kings in Judaea: Casting Call – At the beginning of Advent, First Church will be 
staging a performance of Kings in Judaea by Dorothy Sayers. Auditions are set for 
Saturday, October 23, from 1:00 -4: 00 p.m. and 6:00 -8:00 p.m. Please note that 
all cast members should be available for several rehearsals over Zoom the weeks 

mailto:mandppeterson@msn.com),
mailto:sd.curtis@cox.net
mailto:monteprater@aol.com


10 

of October 24 and 31, with full availability for evening rehearsals the week of 
November 14. Use the QR code below for more information, to see the casting 
parts available or to sign up for a 10-minute slot. Kings in Judaea will be directed 
by Bruce Long, an award-winning director, Broadway producer, and Executive 
Director of CITA (Christians in Theatre Arts). 

 
 
Fall Festival –Sunday, October 24th, 3:00-6:00 p.m. at Camp Loughridge, 4900 W. 
Oak Leaf Dr. Tulsa, OK. Fun for all ages with BBQ dinner, bounce houses, hay 
rides, live music, and MORE, including Trunk or Treat!  Dinner: $3 for children, $6 
for adults, free for children 3 and under.  We’d love “many hands to make light 
work!” If you can help, please sign up at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EAFAA2BABFFC70-fall.  
 
Christmas Eve Live Nativity Registration:  Join us as we journey to Bethlehem! 
Register online now through Nov. 1st at www.firstchurchtulsa.org/natreg21.   
The Live Nativity is open to ALL children in grades K-8 – there’s a role for 
EVERYONE!  Rehearsals are 12:15-1:00 PM, every Sunday in November and 
December.  If your student would like to try out for a speaking part or singing 
solo, auditions for those will be on Sun., Oct. 31, in the Sanctuary after the 11:00 
service.   

 
 
Saturday, November 6, 10 a.m. to after lunch; Bernsen Center 
Join us for this special one-day marriage enrichment retreat featuring member 
Tom Philp who is a marriage counselor, a message from a minister and lunch. 
Registration is $8 per adult including lunch. $3 for children. Register online by 
Wednesday, November 3 or call the James Estes at the Church with questions. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EAFAA2BABFFC70-fall
http://www.firstchurchtulsa.org/natreg21
https://firstchurchtulsa.org/event/marriage-retreat/2021-11-06
mailto:jestes@firstchurchtulsa.org?subject=Marriage%20Retreat
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Young Adults (20s and 30s): Whether you are single, married, or anywhere in 
between; new to faith or looking for deeper theological engagement, we are 
committed to helping young adults discover their place in Christ and the local 
church. There are lots of ways to get involved through Sunday School, small 
groups, community nights, and service. If you are interested in learning more, 
contact Dan Hutchinson at dhutchinson@firstchurchtulsa.org or Elizabeth DeVore 
at eldevore7@gmail.com. 
 
Interested in joining First Presbyterian Church? The Inquirers Class is an 
opportunity to learn more about the church and what we believe while meeting 
others on the same journey. Please join us with your questions on Sundays, 
October 24, 31, November 7 and 14 from 9:15 to 10:40 a.m. in Miller Library.  For 
more information, please contact Patricia Hall at phall@firstchurchtulsa.org or  
918 301-1028, register online at firstchurchtulsa.org/inquirers21 use this QR code 
below. 

 
 
Our new Afghan refugee neighbors are arriving.  The first step in welcoming 
these in Jesus name is furnishing their homes. The session has approved $65,000 
to help with these needs. The Mission Committee invites every family in First 
Church to join us by donating an item that fits your budget. To see a list of the 
needed items, please visit www.cceok.org/refugees and click ‘donate’. Check the 
table in the Atrium and write a note of welcome. 
 
All Saint’s Day Remembrance Service: Monday, November 1, 11:00 a.m. in the 
Chapel. This service of music and communion remembers with gratitude those 
who have died in the past year. A luncheon and a time of fellowship follows in the 
Miller Library.  Please RSVP to Kathy Wilson by Sunday, October 24. 
 

mailto:dhutchinson@firstchurchtulsa.org
mailto:eldevore7@gmail.com
mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
http://www.cceok.org/refugees
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                 Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
On Site:  

Bible Walk                         Soul Keeping                                                                        E101 
Cornerstone                         Bible Study                                                   E102 
Covenanters                         Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton                  E205 
Faith and Family                          Old Testament Survey                                                             E104 
Forum                         Eschatology                                                                          E200 
Pastor’s Study                         Mere Christianity                                            Stephenson Hall 
Reflections                                 Ephesians                                                                              E103 
Sojourners (All Ages)                  The Knowledge of Good and Evil                                         E204                    

   Upper Room                                 Bible Study                                                                            E313                                                  
   Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)    Old Testament Survey                                                         E104 

 

On Site and Zoom: 
The Vine (Singles/couples)         The Good and Beautiful God                                                 E100 
Shepherds                                    Creeds and Confessions                                                     E203                                  

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Today 10/10/21  

8:00 a.m.     Worship, Kerr Chapel 
8:30 a.m.     Worship, Stephenson Hall 
9:30 a.m.     Gatherings and Classes 
11:00 a.m.   Worship, Sanctuary, Stephenson Hall and Great Hall 

Monday 10/11/21 
Guy’s Monday Bible Study        11:45 a.m., Room E103 
Monday School                       12:00 p.m., KRC 
Little Lambs 10:00 a.m., Outside Playground 

Tuesday 10/12/21 
         Precept Bible Study                     9:30 a.m., Room E100 
Wednesday 10/13/21 

Pastor’s Study      11:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall  
Youth Praise Band  5:00 p.m., Powerhouse  
WNDT Dinner  5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall  
Gloria Choir  5:30 p.m.  
Awana    6:00 p.m.  
POW and Amass Exodus  6:00 p.m., Powerhouse  
Adult Classes-Beauty is Oxygen          6:15 p.m. Stephenson Hall 
Seekers                                                   6:15 p.m. E104 
Choir Rehearsal  6:30 p.m. Choir Room 

Saturday 10/16/21 
Before the Rooster Crows 8:45 a.m., E103 
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October 17, 2021 
11:00 Stephenson Hall 

 
Please help us with contact tracing and attendance by filling out the 
information below and leaving this page on your seat as you leave.  

 
Name __________________________________________ 

 
Email ___________________________________________ 

 
Phone __________________________________________ 

 
Member ________________ or Guest ________________ 

or 
going to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister; 

or 
using the QR code below. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


