Embracing the Mystery:
God’s Great Drama
and the Church’s Role

_________________________________

Called to make fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ:
Inwardly Strong
and
Outwardly Focused.
_________________________________

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Stephenson Hall, 11:00 a.m.

Words of Preparation
O God, full of compassion, I commit and commend myself to you,
in whom I am, and live, and know. Be the goal of my pilgrimage,
and my rest along the way. Let my soul take refuge from the
crowding turmoil of worldly thought beneath the shadow of your
wings. Let my heart, this sea of restless waves, find pace in you,
O God.
Augustine of Hippo

Prelude

Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer, there is no more for
heaven now to give. He is my joy, my righteousness, and
freedom. My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace.
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus, for my life is wholly bound to
His. Oh, how strange and divine, I can sing “all is mine”, yet not I,
but through Christ in me.
The night is dark but I am not forsaken, for by my side, the Savior,
He will stay. I labor on in weakness and rejoicing, for in my need
His power is displayed. To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend
me; through the deepest valley he will lead. Oh, the night has
been won and I shall overcome, yet not I, but through Christ in
me.
No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven. The future sure, the price it
has been paid, for Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon, and He
was raised to overthrow the grave. To this I hold, my sin has been
defeated; Jesus now and ever is my plea. Oh, the chains are
released. I can sing I am free, yet not I, but through Christ in me.
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With every breath I long to follow Jesus, for He has said that he
will bring me home. And day by day I know He will renew me,
until I stand with joy before the throne. To this I hold, my hope is
only Jesus. All the glory evermore to Him. When the race is
complete, still my lips shall repeat, yet not I, but through Christ in
me.

Invitation to Worship
Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly
It all comes down to this, what you require of me: love my
neighbor as myself and You above all things.
Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly with You, God. In all things, in
all ways, walk humbly with You, God.
It all comes down to this, to be Your hands and feet, good news to
all the world. The truth will set us free. Refrain.
It's beauty for ashes. It's mourning to dancing. It's closer and
closer, the Kingdom of heaven.
Years from now we'll see the fruit our hands have sown. Faith just
like a seed, the only way it grows. Refrain.

Welcome
Song of Praise

Hymn of the Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit, guide my vision, help me see the way You see. Always
Jesus, ever Jesus, Christ in all as Christ in me. Holy Spirit guide my
speaking, words of grace and truth abound. Let my lips be filled
with stories of the mercy that I've found.
You're the light. You're my path. You're the Shepherd of my soul.
All I am, all I have, Holy Spirit, lead me on.

2

Holy Spirit, guide my hearing, wake my ears to words You speak.
In the thunder, in the stillness, let Your voice be clear to me. Let
Your voice be clear to me. Refrain
Holy Spirit, lead me onward, walking through the great unknown.
Trusting, leaning, holding, clinging, ‘til the day You lead me home.
Refrain

First Reading Ezekiel 36:22-27
Prayer of Confession
Response to Confession

Boldly I Approach

By grace alone, somehow I stand where even angels fear to tread;
invited by redeeming love, before the throne of God above. He
pulls me close with nail-scarred hands, into His everlasting arms.
When condemnation grips my heart and Satan tempts me to
despair, I hear the voice that scatters fear; The Great I Am, The
Lord, is here. O praise the One who fights for me and shields my
soul eternally.
Boldly, I approach Your throne; blameless now, I'm running home;
by Your blood I come, welcomed as Your own, into the arms of
Majesty.
Behold the bright and risen Son, more beauty than this world has
known; I'm face to face with Love Himself; His perfect spotless
righteousness. A thousand years, a thousand tongues are not
enough to sing His praise. Refrain
This is the art of celebration, knowing we're free from
condemnation; O praise the One; praise the One, who made an
end to all my sin! Refrain
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Assurance of Pardon
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which
he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus…Therefore, hear and believe the good news
of the Gospel: that in Jesus Christ, there is indeed forgiveness for
everyone who calls upon his name!
Alleluia! Amen!

The Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures
here below; praise Him above, you heavenly host; praise Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost. AMEN.

The Affirmation of Faith
(Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 8, Sec. 1, 5)
In his eternal purpose it pleased God to choose and ordain the
Lord Jesus, his only begotten Son, to be the mediator between
God and man. Jesus is the prophet, priest, and king, the head and
savior of his church, the heir of all things, and judge of the world.
From all eternity God gave him a people to be his seed and to be
in time redeemed, called, justified, sanctified, and glorified by
him.
By his perfect obedience and sacrifice, offered up to God once
and for all through the eternal Spirit, the Lord Jesus has
completely satisfied the justice of his Father and purchased not
only reconciliation but also an everlasting inheritance in the
kingdom of heaven for everyone whom the Father has given to
him.
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New Testament Reading Ephesians 3:1-13
Sermon

Called to Minister the Mystery of Grace Rev. Dan Hutchinson

Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace,
which was given me by the working of his power. (Ephesians 3:7)

King of Kings
In the darkness we were waiting, without hope, without light, ‘til
from Heaven You came running; there was mercy in Your eyes. To
fulfil the law and prophets, to a virgin came the Word. From a throne
of endless glory to a cradle in the dirt.
Praise the Father, praise the Son, praise the Spirit, three in one. God
of Glory, Majesty, praise forever to the King of Kings.
To reveal the kingdom coming and to reconcile the lost. To redeem
the whole creation, You did not despise the cross. For even in Your
suffering, You saw to the other side. Knowing this was our salvation,
Jesus, for our sake You died. Refrain
And the morning that You rose all of heaven held its breath, ‘til that
stone was moved for good, for the Lamb had conquered death. And
the dead rose from their tombs, and the angels stood in awe, for the
souls of all who'd come to the Father are restored.
And the Church of Christ was born, then the Spirit lit the flame. Now
this Gospel truth of old shall not kneel, shall not faint. By His blood
and in His Name, in His freedom I am free for the love of Jesus Christ,
who has resurrected me. Refrain

Joys and Concerns of the Church
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
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Closing Song

May the Peoples Praise You

You have called us out of darkest night, into Your glorious light,
that we may sing the wonders of the risen Christ.
May our every breath retell the grace that broke into our strife,
with boundless love and deepest joy, with endless life.
May the peoples praise You; let the nations be glad! All Your
blessing comes that we may praise, may praise the Name of
Jesus.
May the seeds of mercy grow in us for those who have not heard;
may songs of praise build lives of grace to spread Your Word.
This our holy privilege to declare Your praises and Your name, to
every nation, tribe and tongue Your church proclaim. Refrain
Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty; worthy, worthy is the Lamb who
was slain. Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty; all creation praise Your
glorious Name. Refrain

Charge and Benediction
Worship Notes
Sunday worship times:
8:00 Kerr Chapel
(weekly communion)
8:30 Stephenson Hall (weekly communion, praise band)
11:00 Sanctuary
(Traditional, with choir)
Stephenson Hall (Contemporary, with praise band)
Great Hall (Bernsen, fourth floor) Tulsa International Fellowship
Services are broadcast on livestream.com, the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox
channel 3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m.
The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and in
loving memory of James R. Eagleton, Sr., given by his family.
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Thank you for your faithful support of the ministries of First Church! Weekly
tithes and offerings to the Lord may be given electronically at firstchurchtulsa.org
or text 405-276-4141. You will also find offering plates located at the back of each
worship space.
For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary, audio headsets are
available from the ushers.
Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029
or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.
In this continuing season of the COVID virus, we yearn to do whatever we can to
diminish the risk for those who gather here. The Session has recommended the
wearing of masks during the worship services. Thanks to each for your efforts in
this regard.

Parish Register
Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Pat Brown, Eleanor Carmack, Dwight
Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Terry Diacon, Donna Droege, Wandie and Mary
Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Luke Fravel, Glenda Goodwin, Gaye Graeler, Cynthia HillMeriwether, Mike Hopkins, Meg Hubler, Harvey Hunt, Caroline Fravel Jones,
Maggie B. Jones, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Bob
Matthews, Jan Miller, Rosemary Priest, David Osterholt, David Raybourn, Carly
Rivers, Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler,
Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Quendy Veatch, Bill Weinrich, and Jack Williams.
Sympathy and Prayers to: Carol Rowland on the death of her mother, Kathryn
Bondurant, who died on October 3.
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Sermon Notes: Ephesians 3:1-11
Writing this letter from prison around AD 62, Paul could easily have lamented his
lack of freedom under the Roman Emperor, Nero. But he does nothing of the sort
–in any of his letters.
“I am Christ’s prisoner” says Paul
John Stott says, “Humanly speaking Paul was not Christ’s prisoner –but
Nero’s. Yes. But he believed in the sovereignty of God over the affairs of
men….He was convinced that the whole of his life, including his wearisome
imprisonment, was under the Lordship of Jesus.”
Is it possible for us to capture that same conviction --that everything, every
event and experience, every concern and anxiety, every grief and despairing
season, the whole of your life –is somehow under the Lordship of Jesus? What
difference would it make for us if that single truth, settled in our deepest soul?
More than that, Paul believes his imprisonment is somehow fulfilling a
redemptive purpose. “I am stuck in this prison –but it’s on your behalf”, he tells
the Gentiles. “And I’m here willingly, even eagerly –out of God’s love for you all”
he says.
Paul speaks personally here. Here’s how Peterson describes it:
Every once in a while the door [to Paul’s personal life] opens just a crack –
a word, a phrase. We catch a glimpse of Paul the man at work, writing,
praying. There is a living person involved behind these sentences: a prisoner
(3:1), a servant (3:7), an allusion to his story ("how the mystery was made
known to me by revelation") (3:3). His self-deprecating reference as "the
very least of all the saints" (3:8)
“…the mystery made known to me…” (3:3)
The word “mystery”, in English usually means something secret, dark, obscure,
puzzling.
In Paul’s language (Greek) the word “mystery” means “a secret –now revealed”
In Christ, mysteries are truths, beyond human discovery, made known to us by the
Spirit of God.
(continued next page)
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For Paul, the “mystery” that the Lord has been made known to him has two
aspects:
1. A Disclosure: Gentiles are heirs of the promise -- together with Israel.
2. A Commission: Paul (and his fellow believers) are ordained (set apart) –
to get that good news out to the world.
In other words: in Christ there is a new humanity. The walls of hostility among
peoples are gone. To embrace Christ is to love one another.
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First Church Updates
Welcome to worship! We gather by Christ’s invitation to feed on His Word, open
our hearts to His presence, and pray for the Holy Spirit’s empowering. A special
and heartfelt welcome to those here for the first time. We pray you might sense
the presence of Christ and the warm welcome of this congregation.
“Give of your best to the Master!” Commitment Sunday is next Sunday, October
17, all five services. We’re encouraged to consider our blessings –the gifts of
time, talent, and treasure that we are called to steward. Let’s be prayerful and
intentional as we consider how to become a blessing for Christ’s sake.
Interested in C. S. Lewis?
On stage: today, 4:00 p.m., Chapman Music Hall: The Great Divorce.
On film: Wednesday, November 3: C. S. Lewis: The Most Reluctant Convert
Kings in Judaea: Casting Call - On November 20, 2021, as part of an exciting
weekend celebrating “The Greatest Drama Ever Staged,” First Church will be
staging a performance of Kings in Judaea by Dorothy Sayers. Auditions will be
held at First Church on Saturday, October 23, from 1:00 -4:00 p.m. and 6:00 -8:00
p.m. Please note that all cast members should be available for several rehearsals
over Zoom during the weeks of October 24 and 31, with full availability for
evening rehearsals during the week of November 14. Use the QR code below for
more information, to see the casting parts available or to sign up for a 10-minute
slot. Kings in Judaea will be directed by Bruce Long, an award-winning director,
Broadway producer, and Executive Director of CITA (Christians in Theatre Arts).

Young Adults (20s and 30s): Whether you are single, married, or anywhere in
between; new to faith or looking for deeper theological engagement, we are
committed to helping young adults discover their place in Christ and the local
church. There are lots of ways to get involved through Sunday School, small
groups, community nights, and service. If you are interested in learning more,
contact Dan Hutchinson at dhutchinson@firstchurchtulsa.org or Elizabeth DeVore
at eldevore7@gmail.com.
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Christmas Eve Live Nativity Registration: Join us as we journey to Bethlehem!
Register online now through November 1 at www.firstchurchtulsa.org/natreg21.
The Live Nativity is open to ALL children in grades K-8 – there’s a role for
EVERYONE! Rehearsals are 12:15-1:00 p.m., every Sunday in November and
December. If your student would like to try out for a speaking part or singing
solo, auditions for those will be on Sunday, October 31, in the Sanctuary after the
11:00 service.

Music lovers! Invite your friends! Ron Pearson’s 48th Annual Organ Concert is
just over the horizon! The program next Sunday, October 17, at 4:00 p.m. will
include The University of Tulsa Chamber Orchestra.
For Veterans Day, the Guild of Intercessors is updating its Armed Forces Prayer
List. If you have loved ones who are on active duty, please contact Paula Peterson
(918-296-5548/mandppeterson@msn.com), Sandy Curtis (918-742-6249/
sd.curtis@cox.net), or Monte Prater (918-605-9719/monteprater@aol.com) by
October 22.
Interested in joining First Presbyterian Church? The Inquirers Class is an
opportunity to learn more about the church and what we believe while meeting
others on the same journey. Please join us with your questions on Sundays,
October 24, 31, November 7 and 14 from 9:15 to 10:40 a.m. in Miller Library. For
more information, please contact Patricia Hall at phall@firstchurchtulsa.org or
918 301-1028, register online at firstchurchtulsa.org/inquirers21 use this QR code
below.
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Our new Afghan refugee neighbors are arriving. The first step in welcoming
these in Jesus name is furnishing their homes. The session has approved $65,000
to help with these needs. The Mission Committee invites every family in First
Church to join us by donating an item that fits your budget. To see a list of the
needed items, please visit www.cceok.org/refugees and click ‘donate’. Check the
table in the Atrium and write a note of welcome.
Fall Festival – Join us on Sunday, October 24 from 3:00 -6:00 p.m. at Camp
Loughridge. Come enjoy barbeque and music together. There will be hayrides,
trunk or treat, a bounce house and even a zip line for ages 10 and older. Dinner
will be $3 for children, $6 for adults and free for children 3 and under. To register
in advance, visit FirstChurchTulsa.org/FallFestival21.
All Saint’s Day Remembrance Service: Monday, November 1, 11:00 a.m. in the
Chapel. This service of music and communion remembers with gratitude those
who have died in the past year. A luncheon and a time of fellowship follows in the
Miller Library. Please RSVP to Kathy Wilson by Sunday, October 24.
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Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
On Site:
Bible Walk
Cornerstone
Covenanters
Faith and Family
Forum
Front Porch
The Niche 2.0
Pastor’s Study
Reflections
Shepherds
Sojourners (All Ages)
UKirk Grow
Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)
On Site and Zoom:
The Vine (Singles/couples)

Soul Keeping
E101
Wesley Bible Curriculum
E102
Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton
E205
Not Meeting
Prayer Room
Eschatology
E200
Not Meeting
E201
Bible Study
207
Mere Christianity
Stephenson Hall
Ephesians
E103
Creeds and Confession
E203
The Knowledge of Good and Evil
E204
Ephesians
Kirkland Library
Old Testament Survey
E104
The Good and Beautiful God

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today 10/10/21
8:00 a.m. Worship, Kerr Chapel
8:30 a.m. Worship, Stephenson Hall
9:30 a.m. Gatherings and Classes
11:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary, Stephenson Hall and Great Hall
Monday 10/11/21
Guy’s Monday Bible Study
11:45 a.m., Room E103
Monday School
12:00 p.m., KRC
Little Lambs
10:00 a.m., Outside Playground
Tuesday 10/12/21
Precept Bible Study
9:30 a.m., Room E100
Wednesday 10/13/21
Pastor’s Study
11:30 a.m., Stephenson Hall
Gloria Choir
5:45 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
6:30 p.m., Choir Room
Saturday 10/16/21
Before the Rooster Crows
8:45 a.m., E103
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E100

October 10, 2021
11:00 Stephenson Hall

Please help us with contact tracing and attendance by filling out the
information below and leaving this page on your seat as you leave.
Name __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________
Member ________________ or Guest ________________
or
going to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister;
or
using the QR code below.
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