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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  

Stephenson Hall, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Words of Preparation  
Jonah is a ridiculous excuse for a prophet—the holy man as 
screwup—and we are just like him. Why Jesus would want to 
identify with him is a deep mystery, as deep as his love for the 
rest of us…But we have to begin by being willing to identify with 
the ridiculous prophet ourselves. Otherwise, we miss the point of 
the joke.                                Phillip Cary, Jonah 

 

Prelude                            Morning by Morning 
 

Daily, daily I surrender; grace for today is all that I need.  Surprised 
by a mercy that’s new every morning, awaken, my soul, to sing.  
Oh, awaken my soul to sing.    
 

I will trust where You lead. I will trust when I can’t see. Morning 
by morning, great is Your faithfulness to me.  
 

Breath by breath, overtaken by wonder.  One step at a time when 
I’m overwhelmed.  Strength for today and bright hope for 
tomorrow. Awaken my soul to sing.  Awaken my soul to sing.    
 

I will trust where You lead. I will trust when I can’t see. Morning by 
morning, great is Your faithfulness to me. I will trust with all my 
heart, You are good, You always are.  Morning by morning, great 
is Your faithfulness to me.    
 

All fear be reminded, my future is secure. My Father has spoken 
and He keeps His every word.  Refrain 
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Welcome and Call to Worship (from Psalm 84)     
                                                      

How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 

My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart 

and flesh sing for joy to the living God. Blessed are those whose 

strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.  

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than 

dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and 

honor. 

O Lord of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you! 
 

Songs of Praise        

Hymn of the Holy Spirit 
Holy Spirit, guide my vision, help me see the way You see. Always 
Jesus, ever Jesus, Christ in all as Christ in me. Holy Spirit guide my 
speaking, words of grace and truth abound. Let my lips be filled 
with stories of the mercy that I've found.  
 

You’re the light. You’re my path. You’re the Shepherd of my soul. 
All I am, all I have, Holy Spirit, lead me on.  
 

Holy Spirit, guide my hearing, wake my ears to words You speak. 
In the thunder, in the stillness, let Your voice be clear to me.  
Let Your voice be clear to me. Refrain  
 

Holy Spirit, lead me onward, walking through the great unknown. 
Trusting, leaning, holding, clinging, ‘til the day You lead me home. 
Refrain 
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His Mercy is More 
What love could remember no wrongs we have done? 
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum. Thrown into a 
sea without bottom or shore, our sins they are many, His mercy is 
more.  
 

Praise the Lord! His mercy is more. Stronger than darkness, new 
every morn; our sins they are many, His mercy is more.  
 

What patience would wait as we constantly roam? What Father so 
tender is calling us home? He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, 
the poor. Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. Refrain  
 

What riches of kindness He lavished on us. His blood was the 
payment, His life was the cost. We stood 'neath a debt we could 
never afford; our sins they are many, His mercy is more. Refrain 

 

The First Reading    Matthew 12:38-42 

Prayer of Confession       We Confess           
Almighty God, we confess our sin; what we have done, what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
 

Have mercy. Have mercy on us. Have mercy. Have mercy on us.  
Most gracious God, we have lost our way. Like wandering sheep, 
we have gone astray. We're truly sorry and we turn back. Now,  
for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ…  
 

Have mercy. Have mercy on us. Have mercy. Have mercy on us. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Friends, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.  
So hear and believe the good news that in Jesus Christ there is 
forgiveness for all who call upon Him.  Alleluia! Amen! 
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Response of Gratitude   We Confess (Reprise) 
 

As far as the East is from the West, so far have you removed our 
sinfulness. You carried our guilt and shame upon yourself; we are 
forgiven, forgiven. We are forgiven, forgiven. 

 

Affirmation of Faith from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A’s 32, 34 

I am called a Christian because by faith I am a member of Christ 
and so share in his anointing. I am anointed to confess his name, 
to present myself to him as a living sacrifice of thanks, to strive 
with a free conscience against sin and the devil in this life, and 
afterward to reign with Christ over all creation for all eternity.  
We call him “our Lord” because –not with God or silver, but with 
his precious blood – he has set us free from the tyranny of the 
devil, and has bought us, body and soul, to be his very own. 
 

Blessing of the Young Disciples 
 

Song of Preparation How Deep The Father’s Love For Us  

How deep the Father's love for us; how vast beyond all measure, 
that He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss; the Father turns His face away, 
as wounds which mar the Chosen One, bring many sons to glory.  
 

Behold, the Man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders. 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers.  
It was my sin that held Him there until it was accomplished. His 
dying breath has brought me life; I know that it is finished.  
 

I will not boast in anything; no gifts, no power, no wisdom, but I 
will boast in Jesus Christ; His death and resurrection. Why should I 
gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer, but this I know 
with all my heart, His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 

Second Reading Jonah 3:1-4:4    
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Sermon      What Do We do with the Mercy of God? 
...for I knew that you were a gracious God and merciful, slow to  
anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster.  

               Jonah 4:2 
 

The Celebration of Communion 
Words of institution  
Prayer of Blessing 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

 

Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Closing Song             Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly 
 

It all comes down to this, what you require of me; love my 
neighbor as myself and You above all things.  
 

Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly with You, God. In all things,  
in all ways, walk humbly with You, God.  
 

It all comes down to this, to be Your hands and feet, good news to 
all the world. The truth will set us free. Refrain.  
 

It's beauty for ashes. It's mourning to dancing. It's closer and 
closer, the Kingdom of heaven.  
 

Years from now we'll see the fruit our hands have sown. Faith just 
like a seed, the only way it grows. Refrain.  

 

Charge and Benediction 
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Sermon Notes 
The Book of Jonah tells the story of God sending one of his prophets 
(Jonah) and a daunting mission into enemy territory –calling the great 
Assyrian empire to repentance. It happens around 750 BC or so.  
 

In these four chapters (just 48 verses) the reader is confronted with 
two remarkable glimpses into the nature of God and the human 
condition.  
 

When you have time this week, read these four chapters with two 
specific questions in mind:  
                A. What do they tell us about the living God?  

      B.  What do they tell us about Jonah and the human  
  condition? 

 

  Here’s a brief summary of the “detours and turning points”:  
 

1. The Word of the Lord comes to Jonah… 
“Call Assyria to repentance” 

2. Jonah isn’t interested –and flees from God’s presence… 
3. The Lord hurls a great wind [at Jonah]. 
4. The Lord provides a large fish to swallow up Jonah. 
5. Then Jonah prays to the Lord. 
6. The Lord speaks to the fish. 
7. Then the Lord speaks to Jonah a second time. 
8.  This time Jonah obeys. 
9.  God shows mercy to Assyria. 
10. Jonah becomes angry at God’s mercy 
11. God’s final word to Jonah 

 

Worship Notes 
 

The flowers in today’s Sanctuary worship are given to the glory of God and in 
honor of our fourteen grandchildren by Dwight and Jan Creveling. 
 
Services are broadcast on the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox channel 3  
(each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
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Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of address/phone 
number or other important family news. Contact Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029  
or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.  

 
Parish Register 

Prayers for Healing: Jeanette Anderson, Jane Azlin, Billy Boyd, Pat Brown, Dwight 
Creveling, Marilyn Davis, Donna Droege, David Dunning, Wandie and Mary 
Fitzpatrick, Pat Ford, Debi Foster, Luke Fravel, Gary Gilliam, Glenda Goodwin, 
Gaye Graeler, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Meg Hubler, Caroline Fravel 
Jones, Jeannie Dickey Kelsay, Ray Kenney, Joyce Kunkel, Annelle Lanford, 
Carmelitti LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Laurence Mansur, Ann McKellar, Jan Miller, David 
Osterholt, Shari Postier, Rosemary Priest, David Raybourn, Carly Rivers, Zach 
Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Helen Marie Sisler, Jane Sneed, 
Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Shannon Thomas, Terry Thomas, Bill Weinrich, 
Carolyn Wilcott, and Jack Williams. 
 

The Joy of New Life! We welcome: Jude Phillip Butts, son of Olivia and Phillip 
Butts, and grandson of Dacia and Clay Bird, was born on January 27. 
 

Sympathy and Prayers to: Mary Ann Williams Blackburn on the death of her 
husband, Bill, on January 30. 
 

First Church Updates  
 

Welcome to First Church! We pray that you’ll sense the warmth of this 
congregation and the presence of Jesus, the Lord of the Church and the 
Author of every blessing.   
 

Thank you for your faithful giving to support the ministries of this 
congregation! The Session of First Church is at work on the 2022 
budget. Your gifts are translated into ministry and mission.  
 

All Church Retreat: New Life Ranch (Dry Gulch location),  
March 25-26. We welcome back Dr. Ryan Moore as our Keynote 
Speaker. Online sign-ups begin today.   
 
 
 

 

mailto:kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Wednesday Night Downtown  
                                Dinner, 5:15 p.m.; classes, 6:15 p.m. 
 

Contemporary Challenges Facing the Church: This week we look 
at the theme: The Bible and Racial Divide. We are grateful to 
welcome Rev. Anthony Scott, First Baptist Church, North Tulsa. 
 

Aging with Attitude, an 8-week resistance exercise class led by 
Randy Barnard, a professional trainer. Bernsen Reception Room. 
Cost, $20. Register online at FirstChurchTulsa.org/WNDT.  

 

Seekers: E104, led by Rev. Wambugu: a verse-by-verse study over 
the current sermon series.  

 

Pastors’ Class today: 9.30 a.m.  
 

Mere Christianity: led by Dr. Miller, Stephenson Hall 
Old Testament Survey, led by Rev. Hutchinson, E104.  

 

Monday School meets at noon in room E104.  Join  
Dr. Wes Vander Lugt in Slow Faith: A Study in the Psalms. In our  
fast-paced world, there is an urgent need for a rooted, attentive, 
unhurried spiritual life. As the church’s inspired prayer book, the Psalms 
are the preeminent guide for this kind of slow faith, inviting us to 
participate in a slow story of a slow God.  
 

Interested in “Discussion Theology”? Please join the Downtown 
Theological Roundtable on Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in 
room E206 for a discussion of G. K. Chesterton’s book, Orthodoxy.  
Contact Phillip Bowman at 918-630-1786 or 
pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org for more information.  
 

Opportunities to help our Afghan neighbors.  Join us for soup and 
salad today, following the 11:00 a.m. worship service and learn more 
about the ways you can help the Afghans resettle.  

  

mailto:pbowman@firstchurchtulsa.org
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                 Adult Classes for NEXT Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
On Site:  

Bible Walk                                  Bible Study                                                                           E101 
Cornerstone                         Wesley Bible Curriculum                                                   E102 
Covenanters                         Making Sense of the Bible                                                    E205 
Faith and Family                          Old Testament Survey                                                            E104 
Forum                         Minor Prophets                                                                   E200 
Harbingers                         If You Want to Walk on Water…                                       E202 
Pastor’s Study                         Mere Christianity                                             Stephenson Hall 
Reflections                                 Watts Up? The Power of God!                                           E103   
Sojourners (All Ages)                  Matthew                                                                               E204                    

   UKirk Grow                                   F.A.I.T.H. Unfolded                                                                    KRC 
   Upper Room                                 Bible Study                                                                            E313  
   The Vine (Singles/couples)        Ephesians                                                                                   E100                                          
   Young Adults (20’s and 30’s)     Old Testament Survey                                                         E104 
On Site and/or Zoom: 

Shepherds                                   Features of First Church                                                      E203 
Westminster                          Thoughts Matter                                                            Zoom Only 
                                 

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Today 2/6/22  

8:00 a.m.     Worship, Kerr Chapel 
8:30 a.m.     Worship, Stephenson Hall 
9:30 a.m.     Gatherings and Classes 
11:00 a.m.   Worship, Sanctuary and Great Hall  

Monday 2/7/22 
Monday School                      12:00 p.m., E104 
Guy’s Monday Bible Study   11:45 a.m., E103 
Little Lambs                            10:00 a.m., Bernsen Gym 

Tuesday 2/8/22 
          Precepts     9:30 a.m., E100 
Wednesday 2/9/22  
          Youth Praise Band                  5:00 p.m., Powerhouse  
          WNDT Dinner                  5:15 p.m., Stephenson Hall  
          AWANA    6:00 p.m.  
          POW and Amass Exodus       6:00 p.m., Powerhouse  
          Adult Classes                 6:15 p.m., Various Locations 
          Choir Rehearsal                  6:30 p.m., Choir Room 
Saturday 2/12/21  

Before the Rooster Crows          8:45 a.m., E103 
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February 6, 2022 
11:00 Stephenson Hall 

 
Please help us with contact tracing and attendance by filling out the 
information below and leaving this page on your seat as you leave.  

 
Name __________________________________________ 

 
Email ___________________________________________ 

 
Phone __________________________________________ 

 
Member ________________ or Guest ________________ 

or 
going to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister; 

or 
using the QR code below. 

 
 

 
 


