
And Mary gave birth to her firstborn son,  
wrapped him in bands of cloth,  

and laid him in a manger --because there  
was no room for them in the inn. 

  Luke 2:7 
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CHRISTMAS: THE DRAMA OF GOD’S INCARNATION 
 

The Words of Preparation  
        We can never fully appreciate Christmas until we look into the 
     Father's face and tell him we’ve received His Christmas gift. 
 

The Prelude             
                     Miniatures for Christmas                      Dale Wood 

 Ron Pearson, organist 
 

                                Peace, Peace        Sylvia Powell 

Lucy, Sam and James Donohue  
 

Peace on earth and good will to all. This is a time for joy,  
this is a time for love. Now let us all 

sing together of peace on earth. 
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, round 
yon virgin, mother and Child, holy infant so tender and mild.  

Sleep in heavenly peace! Sleep in heavenly peace!  
 

(Congregation joins)  
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, Love’s pure light. Radiant  
beams from Thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, 

Lord at Thy birth; Jesus, Lord at Thy birth!  
 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; with the 
angels let us sing, alleluia to our King; Christ the Savior is born; 

Christ the Savior is born!  
 

The Welcome                      Isaiah 9:5-6                   Dr. Miller   

For unto us a child is born; unto us a Son is given. Authority 
rests upon His shoulders; and He is named: Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
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The Sharing of the Peace of Christ 

         Christ has come! Christ is here! The peace of Christ be  
    with you! And also with you!  
               

The Carols   
   Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!  
  Peace  on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”  
  Joyful all ye nations rise; join the triumph of the skies; with the 
  angelic hosts proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem! Hark! The 
  herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”   
  

  It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from 
  angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 
  “Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all gracious 
   King!” The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing!  
   

  On this day earth shall ring with the song children sing, to  
  the Lord, Christ our King, born on earth to save us; Him the 
  Father gave us.  Id-e-o – o – o, Id-e-o – o --o, id-e-o, gloria in 
  excelsis Deo!  
                        [Id-e-o [id-ee-o] = Therefore!   

              [gloria in excelsis =Glory in the highest!]  
 

 The Prayer of Adoration                              Rev. Wambugu Gachungi 
 

The First Reading: Galatians 4:4-7                         Rev. Dan Hutchinson 
 

The Prayer of Confession  
Holy God, You come into our world to save and redeem. Even 
when we cared nothing for you, you drew close to us in love. 
Forgive us for taking your gift so lightly. Forgive us for  not 
sharing your love with others –not telling them that, as you 
have given to us—so also you yearn to give to each and to all in 
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this  world you love. Lord Jesus Christ, face of God, heart of 
God, presence of God, in your mercy, hear our prayers…. 
(in silence)  

     
     Jesus, Strong and Kind           

Jaclyn Metcalf, Eric Baird, Rev. Julia Metcalf  
  

Jesus said that if I thirst, I should come to Him; no one else can 
satisfy, I should come to Him. Jesus said, if I am weak, I should 
come to Him; no one else can be my strength, I should come to 
Him. 

 

For the Lord is good and faithful; He will keep us day and night; 
We can always run to Jesus: Jesus, strong and kind. 

 

Jesus said that if I fear, I should come to Him; no one else can 
be my shield, I should come to Him. Refrain.  

 

Jesus said, if I am lost, He will come to me; and He showed me 
on that cross, He will come to me. Refrain. 
 

The Good News: A Global Blessing   
Friends, embrace this good news with all your hearts: in Jesus 
Christ there is mercy and forgiveness for all who call upon Him!  
Alleluia! Amen! 
 

 The Response:   
        Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation! Sing, all ye citizens in 
  heaven above! Glory to God, all glory in the highest! O come, 
  let us adore Him! O come, let us adore Him! O, come let us 
  adore Him! Christ, the Lord!  
 

 The Affirmation of Faith  (The Nicene Creed)  
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of 
 heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
 Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
 being with the Father; through Him all things were made. For 
 us and for our salvation He came down from heaven: was 
 incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became 
 truly human. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius 
 Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
 rose  again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into 
 heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
 come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His 
 kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
 proceeds  from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
 and the Son is  worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
 through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
 apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
 forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Blessing of the Young Disciples   A Christmas Hallelujah!   
 

The Epistle Reading: Romans 8:31-35     
         
The Homily   Good News from God’s War-Room 

 The Spirit intercedes for the saints…               Romans 8:27 

         Christ Jesus…at the right hand of the Father, intercedes for us. 
          Romans 8:34 
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The Anthem              On Christmas Night            Austin Lovelace 

On Christmas night all Christians sing, to hear the news the 
angels bring.  News of great joy, news of great mirth, news of 
our merciful King’s birth.  Then why should men on earth be 
sad, since our Redeemer made us glad, when from our sin He 
set us  free, all for to gain our liberty.  Refrain.  All out of 
darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night: 
“Glory to God and peace to men, now and forever more. 
Amen.” 

 

The Joys and Concerns   
 

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

 The Carol   40   Joy to the World! 
 

 The Charge and Benediction  
 

 The Postlude                                                    

 Please stand  
 

 

First Church Updates  
 

Immediately following the service, you’re invited to an informal reception in 
the Miller Atrium. Coffee, growing friendship, and a deepening love for one 
another is all on offer! Stick around!  
 
Our Letter of Well-Wishing (in the narthex) is directed today to Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom and Sally Hughes.  
 
Thank you for your generous giving on behalf of the ministries of First 
Church. Your time, energy, and dollars have been translated into life-giving 
service –in Jesus’ name-- to many. 
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If you’ve prospered financially this year, please consider how your blessings 
might serve the purposes of the Lord Jesus –in and through the presence of 
the local Church.  
 

Mark the Date!  
 

Epiphany Plunge & Bonfire - Sunday, January 9 at 5:00 p.m. at Camp 
Loughridge. Bring your greens for the bonfire and plunge into the water of 
the lake. The event will include a homily, cookies and hot cider/cocoa. More 
information to come.  
 

Wednesday nights, January 11 – February 15, at 6:15 p.m., you’re invited to 
a six-week series titled,  

Navigating the River (of Culture): 
What Christians Need to Know. 

Guest speakers include, The Rev. Anthony Scott, First Baptist, North Tulsa, 
Father George Ebert, Holy Trinity Eastern Orthodox, Dr. Jeff Francis, 
Chaplain, University of Tulsa, and a panel discussion with FPC pastors.  
 

The January Series - January 9 - 27, a fifteen-weekday lecture, lunch cost $7 
and starts at 11:15 a.m. with free lecture starting at 11:30 a.m.  in 
Stephenson Hall.  If you would like to help set up and/or greet please 
contact Patricia Hall at phall@firstchurchtulsa.org or 918 301-1028. 
 

Wednesday Night Downtown groups and all classes will resume on 
Wednesday, January 11. 
 

Inquirers Class Sundays, January 15, 22, 29 and February 5. If you are 
interested in learning more about First Church, please join us 9:14-10:40 
a.m. in the Miller Library.  Signing up for the class is very helpful but not 
required! Sign up using the QR code below or contact Patricia Hall at 
phall@firstchurchtulsa.org or 918 301-1028. 

 

 

 
 

mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
mailto:phall@firstchurchtulsa.org
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Mark your calendars! All-Church Retreat: March 24-25, 2023: New Life 
Ranch. 

 

Ongoing Ministries: 
Young Adults – First Church is committed to providing a place for young 
adults to connect with one another and with the larger church.  
Find us on Facebook, Instagram at @fpcyoungadults, or contact Dan 
Hutchinson at 918-301-1040. 
 

Don’t Forget: Faith Partners Addiction Ministry – First Church is a member 
of a nationwide fraternity called Faith Partners. They provide 
intervention, education, and recovery support to individuals and families 
suffering from addiction. Questions? Please call the Church office (918-
584-4701) and leave your number. A team member will return your call. 
 

Internship Opportunity– Are you a college student who loves the Lord 
Jesus and enjoys working with youth? Next Generation Ministries is now 
receiving applications for its summer youth ministry internship 
program!  For more information, contact Steve Wilson at 
swilson@firstchurchtulsa.org.   
 

Parish Register 
 

Prayers for Healing: Jane Azlin, Beth Campbell, Dwight Creveling, Marilyn 
Davis, Paul Dick, Donna Droege, David Dunning, Mary Ann Elliott, JoAnn 
Gilbert, Gaye Graeler, Cynthia Hill-Meriwether, Mike Hopkins, Elaine Horkey, 
Meg Hubler, Jeannie Dickey Kelsay, Joyce Kunkel, Susan Lawrence, Carmelitti 
LeFlore, Amy Lesh, Ann McKellar, Jan Miller, David Morgan, Jane Mulkey, 
David Osterholt, Shari Postier, Rosemary Priest, Tom Reynolds, Carly Rivers, 
Zach Rivers, Mary Ruddle, Susan Shults, Robert Shaw, Bill Smith, Jane Sneed, 
Cissy Ssettimba, Sally Stewart, Laurie Sundborg, Mike Tidwell, Susan Waldie, 
and Carolyn Wilcott 
 

Worship Notes 
 

The Christmas decorations in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of 
God by the Halliburton family –with gratitude for the “Greens Teams” who 
have beautified the season over the past fifty-five years. 

mailto:swilson@firstchurchtulsa.org


8 
 

A special thanks to the “Sanctuary Greens Decorating Team”:  
Edie Allen, Judy Brill, Minnie and Gary Casteel, Sherye Halliburton, Laura, Will 
and Bevan Keith, Mary Anne and Tom Marberry, Gary Mathews, Rosemary 
and Rick Priest, Amy and Lance Tate, and Cynthia Wiles.  
 

The exterior wreaths are given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of: 

• George and Daphne Matson, Geordie Matson, Mark Matson, and    
Michael and Janice Dorndorfer by the Matson family. 

• Joe and Betty Hawes by Joe and Pam Hawes and family. 

• Vivienne and Allan J. Edwards, Jr. and Duncan Fuller by their family 

• Jimmie Mathews by the Gary Mathews family. 
 

Services are broadcast on the FPC Facebook page, and on Cox  
channel 3 (each Sunday) at 11:00 a.m., 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
 

Please notify the church if there is a pastoral need, change of 
address/phone number or other important family news. Contact  
Kathy Wilson at 918-301-1029 or kwilson@firstchurchtulsa.org. 
 

For those who need hearing assistance in the Sanctuary or Stephenson Hall, 
audio headsets are available from the ushers. Also available are large-print 
hymnals and Bibles. 
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                                         December 25, 2022 
                                      11:00 Sanctuary 

 
Please register your attendance by filling out the 

information below and leave this page on the pew as 
you leave.  

 
Name __________________________________________ 

 
Email ___________________________________________ 

 
Phone __________________________________________ 

 
Member ________________ or Guest ________________ 

 
go to the link: bit.ly/fpcregister; 

or 
using the QR code below. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


