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Maundy Thursday 
Remembrance, Communion, Tenebrae 

 

The Words of Orientation  

 

Please enter humbly, worship deeply, and leave quietly this 
evening with your heart centered on Christ’s path of humiliation 
and suffering for you and your salvation. 
 
Tonight, we will be walking through the scenes of Jesus’ last 
evening with his disciples before his arrest, trial, and crucifixion. 
After each reading, members of First Church will offer an original 
artistic response created for this evening’s worship service as a 
way of stirring our imaginations and inviting us to ponder these 
pivotal events. 
 
As a Tenebrae service, which means “service of shadows,” the 
Sanctuary will grow progressively darker throughout the evening 
as we move toward the darkness of Gethsemane. After the Tolling 
of the Bells, we will leave in silence as we contemplate the 
sacrifice of our Savior. 
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The Words of Preparation 
 

God of love, as we prepare to remember the events of this 
poignant night, open our eyes to see the beauty of Jesus’ self-
giving love, and by your Spirit work in us a desire and 
commitment to serve each other and our hurting world. In the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

The Prelude                              Ah, Holy Jesus                            Helmut Walcha               
 

                                            Behold the Lamb of God                  Craig Courtney 
 

Behold the Lamb of God, the Lamb for sinners slain; a perfect 
sacrifice for all, He died, but lives again. Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold His hands, his side. The Son of God, the sinless Lamb, for 
me was crucified. He lives- let Heaven rejoice, and earth her 
honors bring to Him, the everlasting God, the great, eternal King. 
Refrain. Oh, strike your harps of gold, ye ransomed host above.  
raise Him who bought you with His blood, and saved you by His 
love.  Refrain.   

 

The Welcome        Dr. Wes Vander Lugt and Whitney Forsyth 
 

The Introit    God So Loved the World   John Stainer 
 

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be 
saved. 

 

 The Call to Worship 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are enthroned in the majesty of heaven, 
yet you gave up that heavenly perfection to become a servant. 
We adore you for laying aside your glory 
and clothing yourself in complete humility as one of us. 
We praise you for the example of washing your disciples’ feet. 
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Teach us to do as you have done. 
We exalt you for providing a way to feast with you and remember 
you. 
May we do so with gratitude tonight. 
Holy God, we come to worship 
in the gathering shadows of Jesus’ suffering and death. 
May your name be glorified as we worship. Amen. 

 

 The Hymn                   ‘ Twas on That Night                             ROCKINGHAM 
 

‘Twas on that night when doomed to know, the eager rage of 
every foe, that night in which He was betrayed, the Savior of the 
world took bread. 
 

And, after thanks and glory given to Him that rules in earth and 
heaven, that symbol of His flesh He broke, and thus to all his 
followers spoke. 
 

My broken body thus I give for you, for all; take, eat, and live; 
and oft the sacred rite renew that brings my wondrous love to 
view. 
 

Then in His hands the cup He raised, and God anew He thanked 
and praised, while kindness in his bosom glowed, and from His 
lips salvation flowed. 

 

The Prayer         Julia Metcalf 

 

The 1st Reading    John 13:1-11                           Dr. Jim Miller 

Jesus washes his disciples’ feet 

The Poetic Response    Maundy According to Peter     Caleb Mangesho 

 

The 2nd Reading    John 13:21-30        Rev. James Estes 

Jesus predicts Judas’ betrayal 
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The Musical Response He Who Shares My Bread         

Eric Baird, Julia Metcalf, and Solomon Tsuma 
 

He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me, that 
scripture would be fulfilled. He who shares my bread has lifted up 
his heel against me, that scripture would be fulfilled. For thirty 
pieces of silver, you have sold your soul, that scripture would be 
fulfilled.  
  

The one who has bathed does not need to wash, but not all of you 
are clean. “Lord, is it I”, they asked one by one, but you know who 
you are, so go quickly. 
  

He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me, that 
scripture would be fulfilled. Truly, truly I say, one of you will 
betray me.  Refrain  
  

I am telling you now, before this all takes place, that you may 
believe I am He.  

 

The 3rd Reading   John 13:31-38              Rev. Wally Johnson 

Jesus predicts Peter’s betrayal 
 

The Theatrical Response How Could This Be?            Ben Peterson 

 

The 4th Reading           Luke 22:14-16, 19                                   Rev. Wambugu  

Jesus breaks and shares bread 
 

The Danced Response       Together           

Olivia Martin, Lilyanna Emerick, and Stephanie Vander Lugt; 
Music by Josh Garrels, performed by Eric Baird and Solomon Tsuma 

 

The 5th Reading  Mark 14:23-24               Steve Wilson 
Jesus pours and shares the cup 

 

The Musical Response The Cup of Grace   Ron Pearson 
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The 6th Reading     Mark 14:25           Dr. Wes Vander Lugt 

Jesus predicts the future kingdom 
 

The Homily   Tasting the Kingdom  

Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day 
when I drink it new in the kingdom of God. (Mark 14:25) 

 

The Anthem     Glory to the Lamb      Old camp meeting song, arr. Rick L. Smith 

Glory to the Lamb.  The world is overcome by the blood of the Lamb. 
 

The Invitation to Communion                             

 

The 7th Reading  Mark 14:26               

 

The Hymn     Go to Dark Gethsemane                             REDHEAD 76 
 

Go to dark Gethsemane, you who feel the tempter's power; your 
Redeemer's conflict see; watch with Him one bitter hour; turn not 
from His griefs away, learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 
 

Follow to the judgment hall; view the Lord of life arraigned; O the 
wormwood and the gall! O the pangs His soul sustained! Shun not 
suff'ring, shame, or loss; learn of Him to bear the cross. 
 

Calvary's mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at His feet, 
mark the miracle of time, God's own sacrifice complete; 
"It is finished!" hear Him cry; learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

 

The 8th Reading  Mark 14:32-42           Rev. Dan Hutchinson 

 

The Anthem                  Stay With Me        Jacques Berthier 

Brad Morgan, soloist 
 

Stay with me, remain here with me, watch and pray. Stay here 
and keep watch with me. Watch and pray! Watch and pray not to 
give way to temptation. The spirit is eager, but the flesh is weak. 
My heart is nearly broken with sorrow. Remain here with me; stay 
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awake and pray. Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass me by. 
Father, if this cannot pass me by without my drinking it, your will 
be done. 

 

The Tolling of the Bells 
 

The Benediction 
 

Please exit quietly this evening with your heart centered on 
Christ’s path of humiliation and suffering for you and your 
salvation. 

 


